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GoB to take solid
steps for welfare of
farmers, agricultural
development: CM

Mir Sarfaraz Bugti inaugurates 7th
Agricultural Census in Balochistan

QUETTA  (APP):The
Balochistan Chief Minister,
Mir Sarfraz Bugti on
Wednesday inaugurated the
7th Agricultural Census,
linked with GIS technology,
through the GIS Dash-
board. The inaugural cer-
emony was attended by
Provincial Ministers Mir
Ali Hassan Zehri, Mir
Muhammad Sadiq Umrani,
Mir Asim Kurd Gello, Mir
Saleem Khan Khoso, Sardar
Kohyar Khan Domki,
Bakht Mohammad Kakar,
Mir Shoaib Nosherwani,
Advisor Meena Majid
Baloch, Parliamentary Sec-
retary Haji Wali
Muhammad Noorzai,
Spokesman of Balochistan
Government Shahid Rind,
Chief Secretary Shakeel

Qadir Khan, Principal Sec-
retary to Chief Minister
Babar Khan, Secretary Ag-
riculture Balochistan Ali
Akbar Baloch, Secretary
Livestock Muhammad
Tayyab Lehri, officers from
Pakistan Bureau of Statis-
tics, and field supervisors.
While addressing the
ceremony, Chief Minister
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti said
that the agriculture and live-
stock sectors are the back-
bone of country’s and
Balochistan’s economy.
He emphasized that
accurate and multidimen-
sional data is essential for
policy-making in order to
address the challenges faced
by farmers, resource distri-
bution, and improving crop
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QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir
SarfarazAhmed Bugti inaugurating JIS Technol-
ogy System Connectivity for 7" Agriculture Cen-
sus in Balochistan organized by Pakistan Bureau
of Statistics.

Abdul Khaliq Achakzai reiterates
Bilateral relations between

Pakistan and Iran would
always remain strong, durable

Iranian Consul General pays a
Sfarewell call on Balochistan Speaker

QUETTA (APP): Iranian
Consul GeneralMr. Hassan
Darvishvand paid a fare-
well call on Speaker of
Balochistan Assembly
Capt. ® Abdul Khaliqg Khan
Achakzai in his chamber on
Wednesday.

During the meeting, the
Speaker paid tribute to his
services as Consul General
in Quetta and thanked him
for the assistance provided
during his tenure.

The Speaker said on
the occasion that the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran is a
close neighbor and long-
standing friend of Pakistan,
with which relations are
exemplary and brotherly.
He reiterated that the bilat-

eral relations between Pa-
kistan and Iran would al-
ways remain strong and
durable.

He said that
Balochistan would make
every effort to promote
economic and trade rela-
tions with Iran.

He also stressed the
need for measures to fur-
ther strengthen people-to-
people contacts and cul-
tural ties between the two
countries.

Hassan Darvishvand
expressed satisfaction over
the traditional friendly re-
lations between Pakistan
and Iran and hoped that
these relations would
deepen further in the future.
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QUETTA: Provincial Minister for Finance Mir
Shoaib Nausherwani and Minister for Local Bod-
ies Sardar Kohyar Khan Domki presiding over
jointmeeting of 9™ Local Councilors Finance Com-

mission ((LCF).

Chairman PTA says:
Social media applications

restricted based on the SC
and High Court’s directives

ISLAMABAD (Online);
Senate Standing Committee
on Information Technology
and Telecommunication
voiced serious concerns
over persistent connectiv-
ity issues and expressed
concerns about the arbitrary
shutdown of internet ser-
vices without justification.

On Wednesday Pre-
sided over by Senator
Palwasha Mohammad Zai
Khan, the meeting scruti-
nized the deficiencies in
monitoring mechanisms.

It criticized the lack of
transparency surrounding
internet disruptions, even
after a detailed briefing by
the Pakistan Telecommuni-
cation Authority (PTA)
Chairman. The Chairperson
emphasized the distinction

between blocking specific
content and implementing a
complete internet shut-
down, asserting that the lat-
ter is unwarranted.

Senator Kamran
Murtaza echoed this senti-
ment, suggesting that such
shutdowns appear politi-
cally motivated rather than
based on technical consid-
erations, and called for the
process to be politicized.

Highlighting a report
published in Dawn that es-
timated financial losses in
billions due to internet dis-
ruptions, Senator Palwasha
expressed concern over the
poor quality of internet ser-
vices in Pakistan, which
ranks just above Myanmar
globally despite significant
investments.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis

; N =T —— i\ -, e,
ter Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting of the Federal Cabinet.

PM hopetul of achieving economic
targets in next six months

Credit for curbing smuggling goes to army chief: PM; Cabinet terms beginning
of Pakistan's term as UNSC member, big achievement on diplomatic front

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Wednesday ex-
pressed the hope that due
to untiring efforts of the
economic team, the govemn-
ment would achieve the
economic targets in next six
months.

Speaking atthe cabinet
meeting, the prime minis-
ter noted that during first
five months of current fis-
cal year, the remittances
posted record $15 billion
that he hoped would ex-
pand to $35 billion by the
end of the fiscal year.

He said that the gov-
ernment managed to
achieve the macro eco-
nomic stability despite the
fact that the opponents
made no stone unturned to
sabotage the efforts of the

govemment.

Wishing the partici-
pants of the meeting
happy new year, the prime
minister said that the sun
of 2025 will rise with the
promise of progress and
prosperity for Pakistan.

He prayed that the
economic, political and
law and order crises that the
world faced in 2024 would
be overcome by positive
progress in the new year.

He said the ambitious
homegrown five-year plan
titled “Uraan Pakistan”
that was launched yester-
day would prove to be a
milestone forthe country’s
future provided “we re-
main on track and work
hard to achieve the goals
set in the plan”.

He specifically appre-
ciated the efforts of Plan-

ning Minister Ahsan Igbal,
Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb and
other cabinet members
along with the relevant gov-
ernment officials.

He said having achieved
economic stability, the
country had now entered
the growth stage. “If we
want to achieve the eco-
nomic development, then
we will have to focus on
export-led growth and we
have no other option.

The prime minister
also appreciate the efforts
of Deputy PM Ishaq Dar,
Governor State Bank of Pa-
kistan, Finance Minister
and Chairman FBR for col-
lecting additional Rs 72 bil-
lion under ADR (advance-
to-tax ratio) due to which
the government’s target of
tax revenue for December

2024 had almost been
achieved.

Similarly, he said due to
funding by the Bill Gates
Foundation of $6 million,
the Federal Board of Rev-
enue (FBR) would become
completely digitized.

The early results of this
project were that the the
39% time duration of con-
tainer inspection had been
reduced while the business-
men got relief of 89%.

Additionally, he said
smuggling of sugar through
Afghanistan had been re-
duced to zero which was a
positive sign for the
country’s economy. He
gave the credit of reducing
the smuggling to Minister
for Industries and Produc-
tion Rana Tanvir Hussain,
the institutions and the
Army Chief.

Pakistan, India
exchange lists
of nuclear
installations,
facilities
ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan and India on Wednes-
day exchanged the lists of
their respective nuclear in-
stallations and facilities.
This annual exchange was
carried out underthe Agree-
ment on Prohibition of At-
tacks against Nuclear In-
stallations and Facilities be-
tween Pakistan and India, a
press statement issued by
the Foreign Office Spokes-

person said.

Signed on 31 December
1988, the agreement, inter
alia, provides that both
countries shall inform each
other of their nuclear instal-
lations and facilities, falling
within its definition, on 1st
January of each calendar
year.

The list of nuclear in-
stallations and facilities in
Pakistan was officially
handed over to a represen-
tative of the Indian High
Commission in Islamabad
at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

Raisanicallsfor a
new social contract

tosave country

QUETTA (UNA) — Nawab
Muhammad Aslam Khan
Raisani, former Chief Min-
ister of Balochistan and
Chiefof Sarawan, has called
for a new social contract to
address the pressing issues
facing the country. Speak-
ing to a private television
channel, Raisani empha-
sized that the federation’s
survival depends on initi-
ating meaningful negotia-
tions instead of continuing
military operations.

“To save the country,
there needs to be a new so-
cial contract, and the mili-
tary establishment must
announce an end to opera-
tions, replacing them with
dialogue,” he said. Raisani
argued that such a move
would pave the way for re-
solving the longstanding is-
sues of Pashtuns and
Balochs.

He criticized the gov-
ernment for lacking the au-
thority to resolve critical
issues, despite having the
capacity to do so. Reflect-
ing on Balochistan’s his-
tory, he noted that multiple
military operations since
Pakistan’s inception have
failed to address the
province’s grievances and
have instead worsened the
situation.

QUETTA: Iranian Consul General Hassan
Darvishwind talking with Speaker Balochistan
Assembly Captain (retd) Abdul Khaliq Achakzai
during farewell meeting.

No strike, no action: BHC
resolves GHA dispute

Justice Mulakhel directed senior health department
officials to ensure that no employee is allowed to
refuse duties, call for a strike, or announce protests;
The SSP Operations Quetta was also directed not to
initiate further action against GHA employees once
the protest was called off

Independent Report

QUETTA: A division
bench of the Balochistan
High Court, headed by
Justice Muhammad
Kamran Khan Mulakhel,
held a hearing on consti-
tutional and contempt of
court petitions related to
the demands, strike, and
protests of the Grand
Health Alliance (GHA).
During the hearing, Justice
Malakhel directed senior
health department officials
to ensure that no em-
ployee is allowed to refuse
duties, call for a strike, or
announce protests.
Officials from the
GHA assured the court
that they would cancel the
planned protest and re-
frain from striking in the
health department. Justice
Malakhel further in-

structed the Secretary of
Health not to take any co-
ercive action against the
concerned GHA officials
and to halt any potential
dismissal orders unless

QUETTA: MPA and provincial emir of J

appealed through the ap-
propriate channels.

The SSP Operations
Quetta, Muhammad
Baloch, was also directed
not to initiate further ac-
tion against GHA employ-
ees once the protest was
called off. The court urged
all health department em-
ployees, particularly
those affiliated with
health associations, to re-
turn to their respective
duties, and warned that
non-compliance with offi-
cial orders would lead to
strict legal action.

The court also re-
quested the GHA officials
to submit a formal agree-
mentand directed the Sec-
retary of Health to resolve
pending disciplinary ac-
tions only against those
who have been involved in
the protest.

The order was for-
warded to relevant au-
thorities, including the Ad-
ditional Attorney General,
for information and com-
pliance.

Second round of
talks between gowt,
opposition negotiation
committees today
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Second round of dialogue
between government and
opposition will take place
today (Thursday) in parlia-

ment house.

Speaker National As-
sembly (NA)Sardar Ayyaz
Sadiq will preside over the
negotiation committees
meeting.

PTI will present char-
ter of demand in connec-
tion with its demands in the
meeting.

Sources said closed
door meeting will take
place in committee room
No 5 of parliament house
at 11 A.M.

Members of govern-
ment and opposition ne-
gotiation committees have
reached Islamabad.

Chief Minister KP Ali
Amin Gandapur willbe part
ofnegotiation committee.

Warring tribes in
Kurramagree

to peace deal

PESHAWAR (APP): Ad-
visor to Chief Minister
on Information Barris-
ter Dr. Muhammad Ali
Saif on Wednesday said
that a major break-
through had been
achieved in Kurram
Jirga with both parties
signing a reconciliation
agreement in order to
ensure lasting peace in
the region.

He said that one
party had earlier signed
the agreement, while
the second party final-
ized it today, paving the
way to redress the law
and order in the region.
Both sides have agreed
to dismantle bunkers
and surrender heavy
weapons, in order to en-
sure a secure and stable
environment in the area,
he added.
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amaat-i-Islami Balochistan, Maulana

Hidayatur Rehman Baloch addressing on Al Parties Conference organized

by Grand Health Alliance.

PM expresses satisfaction

Pakistan’s inflation
drops to 4.1%,
reaching 81-month low

ISLAMABAD  (INP):
Prudent economic policies
ofthe government have led
to reduction in the inflation
rate to the lowest level of
4.1 percent in eighty-one
months.

According to Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics, the
consumer price index was
recorded at4.1 percent dur-
ing the last month as com-
pared to 49 percent in June
last year. This marks a sig-
nificant decline compared
to the 29.7 percent inflation
recorded in December 2023.

The wholesale price in-
dex was recorded at 1.9
percent last month, down
from 2.3 percent in June
2024 and 27.3 percent in
December 2023.

Rates of chicken
slashed by 13.06 percent,
fresh vegetables 2.27 per-
cent, flour 0.99 percent,
and rice by 0.50 percent,
while wheat products wit-
nessed a decrease of 0.36
percent in their prices.

Besides, electricity cost
also decreased by 5.68 per-
cent, along with the prices
of construction materials,
which fell by 0.06 percent
last month.

Prices of fresh fruits
decreased by 8.84 percent,
banaspati ghee 5.42 per-
cent, cooking oil 4.39 per-
cent, sugar two percent, and
pulses by 0.20 percent,
while the cost of milk prod-
ucts also saw a decline by
0.05 percent.

APP adds: Prime Min-
ister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Wednesday ex-
pressed satisfaction over
inflation rate fallingto 4.1%
which is 81-month low.

He said in a statement
issued from the Prime
Minister’s Office, macro-
economic stability was
achieved but this was just
the beginning.

PM Shehbaz Sharif said
it was a welcoming progress
that inflation rate came to

4.1% in December 2024.

¥ : ., 3::
ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar de-
livers remarks to mark the beginning of Pakistan’s
term as a non-permanent member of the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC) for the years
2025-2026 at a reception hosted for Islamabad
based envoys at Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Non permanent membership
of UN Security council is
honor for Pakistan: Ishaq

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Deputy Prime Minister
Ishaq Dar while declaring
non permanent member-
ship of UN Security Coun-
cil as honor for Pakistan
has said we are determined
to uphold UN charter.

We will continue to
play ourrole forglobal peace
and security, he said this
while delivering his re-
marks at a reception
hosted for Islamabad
based envoys to markthe
beginning of Pakistan’s
term as a non-permanent
member of the UN Secu-
rity Council for the years
2025-2026 ,

He held Pakistan will
collaborate with all UN
member states to uphold
the principles of the UN
Charter, prevent war, pro-
mote peace, foster global
prosperity and ensure uni-
versal respect for human
rights.

He said Pakistan will
remain committed to pur-

suing a just and peaceful
resolution of outstanding
and ongoing disputes.

He regretted that
longstanding unresolved
disputes from Jammu and
Kashmir to Palestine con-
tinue to simmer. He said the
ongoing situation in Gaza
represents a crisis of cred-
ibility for the UN Security
Council.

Ishaq Dar said
Pakistan’s priorities as a
non-permanent member are
firmly anchored in the fun-
damental principles of the
UN charter.

He said our efforts will
focus on ensuring that the
UN Security Council’s de-
cisions reflect the collective
aspirations of all member
states. He said Pakistan is
looking forward to play a
constructive role in bridg-
ing existing divides, foster-
ing consensus and uphold-
ing the Council’s mandate
in accordance with the UN
Charter.

-

QUETTA: Aview of 2025 sun raise in provincial
capital.

Timely completion of ongoing
development projects among our
top priorities; Mir Saleem Khosa

QUETTA (APP): Provin-
cial Minister for Communi-
cations and Works (C&W)
Mir Saleem Ahmed Khosa
on Wednesday said that the
timely completion of all on-
going development projects
in the province was among
our top priorities. He said
that the development and
prosperity of the province
depended onthe completion
of these projects.

He said this while re-
viewing the under-construc-
tion Hanna Urak Highway
project area Quetta.

Chief Engineer Design
Faiz Ahmed Mobhsin,
SE,SDO and the contractor
of'the relevant project were
also present on this occa-

sion.

Giving a briefing regard-
ing the project, Chief Engi-
neer Design Faiz Ahmed
Mohsin said that in the
flood of 2022, which was
completely washed away
the highway for the area.

He said that the current
government issued orders to
construct it on an emer-
gency basis as soon as it
came to power saying that
due to which the work on
the said project is progress-
ing rapidly. On this occa-
sion, Provincial Minister
for Communications and
Works Mir Saleem
Ahmed Khosa termed the
speed and quality of the
work satisfactory.
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Looking ahead

Though the nation failed to achieve much-needed
stability in the year just concluded, largely due to a
controversial election and the associated political
dissonance, the dawn 0f2025 brings with it the hope
that new opportunities can be seized to adopt a

more constructive path.

There was much to bemoan in 2024: political
discord; institutional atrophy; rising terrorism; lack
of dynamic economic growth; a crackdown on the
internet; multiple climate challenges, as well as the
resurgence of polio. Yet it can be argued that all
these issues are interlinked, and the key to address-
ing them is political stability and good governance
undergirded by an unhindered democratic process.
Without these key elements, the nation will con-
tinue to lurch from crisis to crisis, year after year.

Many had hoped that the 2024 general elec-
tions would end the three-way political deadlock
between the PML-N and its allies, the PTI and the
establishment. Yet this was not to be, as the Feb
8 polls — widely seen as unfair and non-trans-
parent — have only exacerbated Pakistan’s po-

litical crisis.

But there is some hope that the impasse can be
resolved democratically, as the PTT and government
parties have started to talk. Yet unless these par-
leys arrive at a conclusion that prioritises the wel-
fare of the people, and strengthens the constitu-
tional order, instead of further weakeningit, we may

be back to square one.

The need to tackle economic problems is just
as critical as resolving the political stalemate, as
both are complementary. Without a political arrange-
ment that emphasises stability and democratic con-
tinuity, long-term economic growth will remain a

mirage, and Pakistan will not be able to break out of

its debilitating debt trap. While back-breaking infla-
tion levels may have come down, the common Paki-
stani is still struggling to make ends meet. Growth,
meanwhile, is slow. Anew economic order is needed
that taxes the untaxed, protects the weak, focuses
on growth and job creation, and stresses financial
self-sufficiency over handouts.

Among the other major challenges facing Paki-
stan is terrorism, as deadly militant attacks spiked
considerably in 2024. Defeating the ogre of terror-
ismrequires a united effort with buy-in fromall po-
litical and security stakeholders. Moreover, the chok-
ing smog of the past few years, as well as searing
heatwaves and destructive floods, require the rul-
ing class to address climate change with solid poli-

cies, not just promises.

Equally, there is a need to tackle the explo-
sion in polio cases with the alacrity it deserves.
But all these matters — security, health, climate
adaptation and others — can only be dealt with
when the political class stops bickering, and fo-
cuses on tackling the actual issues of the people.
Meanwhile, in order to allow civilian rule to suc-
ceed, it is essential that other institutions stay
within their constitutional domains.

Carter’s centuries

Mabhir Ali

Jimmy Carter’s extraordi-
nary longevity partly ac-
counts for his exceptional
status among the US
presidential pantheon.
He was born when Calvin
Coolidge occupied the
White House, the Soviet
Union was in its infancy,
and European fascism
still lay ahead — as did
the Great Depression,
which he experienced as
a boy growing up on a
peanut farm in the segre-
gationist deep south.

After a stint in the
navy, he returned to
Plains, Georgia, to work
on the family farm, and
entered politics at the lo-
cal level as a successful
rural capitalist, disguising
his anti-racist sentiments
to win election as state
governor in 1970, and an-
nouncing his presidential
ambitions a couple of
years later — which
prompted his down-to-
earth mother to wonder,
“president of what?”

In the wake of Viet-
nam and Watergate, it
should have been a slam
dunk for any Democratic
candidate, but Carter only
narrowly won against Ri-
chard Nixon’s unelected
successor, Gerald Ford.
His purported ambition
was a transformational
presidency that would fo-
cus more on human rights
in the foreign policy
sphere, and combat rac-
ism, inequality and inef-
ficiency at home. He also
vowed to voters that he
would always tell them
the truth. No politician
can afford to keep such a
promise, but Carter was
markedly less devious or
dishonest than most of
his predecessors and
most of his successors —
though that’s a low bar.

To his credit, he par-
doned Vietnam-era draft
resisters in the face of op-
position, but rejected the
idea of reparations for
Hanoi on the absurd ba-
sis that there was ‘de-
struction on both sides’.
His supposed passion
for human rights was
largely restricted to ex-

tracting minor conces-
sions from the most bru-
tal US allies, from Iran and
Indonesia to Chile, in-
stead of cutting off the
aid that enabled their
atrocities. At the same
time, though, he estab-
lished full relations with
China and pursued
normalisation with Cuba.
Domestically, alongside
token achievements on
the social, educational
and environmental
fronts, his administration
helped to mainstream the
kind of Wall Street-ap-
proved neoliberalism that
would shortly become
the norm.

In the international
relations sphere, Carter is
best remembered for host-
ing the Egypt-Israel talks
that led to the Camp
David accords, which
sidelined the Palestin-
ians, divided the Arab
world, and facilitated the
1982 Israeli invasion of
Lebanon that precipi-
tated the Sabra and
Shatila massacres. How-
ever, during his mostly
laudable post-presiden-
tial forays on behalf of the
Carter Centre — into con-
flict resolution, poll moni-
toring, disease eradica-
tion and housing supply
— he found the time to
pen or co-write more than
30 books. And, to his en-
during credit, Carter re-
fused to turn the other
cheek when the Israel
lobby and its acolytes
heaped wrath and scorn
on Palestine: Peace not
Apartheid, based chiefly
on its title.

This wasn’t exactly
a mea culpa for the inad-
equacies of Camp David,
though, and nor was
there ever any explicit ex-
pression of regret for
conspiring with his anti-
Soviet national security
adviser Zbigniew
Brzezinski to fund and
arm Islamic fundamental-
ists in Afghanistan to
provoke a disastrous mili-
tary intervention by Mos-
cow. The mujahideen mis-
adventure, with Pakistan
serving as a crucial con-
duit, ballooned under
Ronald Reagan into the

CIA’s largest covert op-
eration, spawning the
likes of Al Qaeda and the
Taliban, and laying the
foundations of the ‘war
on terror’.

The Carter adminis-
tration had a tetchy rela-
tionship with Islamabad
in the last months of Z.A.
Bhutto’s rule, bristling at
complaints about US
backing for the opposi-
tion PNA, and diplomatic
cables from 1977 point
t ow -ards
Was-hing-ton’s
com-pl-a-ce-ncy about
July’s military coup, fol-
lowed by a few insincere-
sounding appeals for
clemency once it was
obvious that Ziaul Haq
was determined to kill the
nation’s first elected PM.

Regime change did
not shift the focus away
from pressure against
Pakistan obtaining a
French nuclear repro-
cessing plant. The Zia
regime was quick to prof-
fer the begging bowl, re-
doubling its efforts fol-
lowing the communist
takeover in Kabul in April
1978, and bending over
backwards after the
Brzezinski ploy suc-
ceeded in luring the Red
Army into Afghanistan
in 1979. Carter also fal-
tered on other foreign
fronts, not least Iran,
amid a few successes
such as the Panama Ca-
nal treaty.

Anyhow, amid the
occasionally nauseating
panegyrics in main-
stream Western media,
it’s easy to concede that
Carter did prove to be an
exceptionally useful ex-
president across more
than four decades, and
perhaps some aspects of
his White House years
have unfairly been de-
rided, but none of that
should distract from the
depravities this devout
Baptist’s presidency
unleashed or reinforced
at home and abroad. If
there’s a moral reckon-
ing in the afterworld,
both sides of the ledger
might turn out to be
evenly weighted. --
Courtesy Dawn

Judicial integrity

Sanaullah Abbasi

The recent letters from
Justice Mansoor Ali
Shah and Justice
Munib Akhtar — the
two senior-most judges
after the chief justice —
reflect the existing
quagmires in Pakistan’s
justice system, and
confirm that the contro-
versial 26™ Amendment
has kindled widespread
scepticism about the
appointment procedure
for the Supreme Court
chief justice as well as
the ‘selection’ process
of judges for the con-
stitutional bench.

Many view the
amendment as an attack
on the separation of
powers — with reason.
While an independent
judiciary ensures that
fundamental rights re-
main inalienable, these
amendments can under-
mine the integrity of the
Constitution. In his let-
ter last month, Justice
Mansoor Ali Shah also
underscored the fact
that the reconstitution
of the judicial commis-
sion under the 26
Amendment  raised
questions about its
constitutional legiti-
macy.

The letters of the
two senior-most judges
reflected the need for
the independence of
the judiciary and the tri-
chotomy of powers,
which have been highly
compromised by the
26™ Amendment.

Moreover, interna-
tional laws cannot be
overlooked as Pakistan
ratified various human
rights  conventions.
The volume of pending
cases in the courts
proves that Pakistan’s
international human
rights commitments and
economic obligations
are being flouted, mak-
ing judicial reforms im-
perative. The backlog
of cases is also emblem-
atic of deeper institu-
tional challenges,
which, if left unad-
dressed, will hinder the
country’s progress. In

March 2024, there were
57,181 unresolved
cases in the Supreme
Court, while the Lahore
High Court and
Punjab’s district courts
reported over a million
pending cases. The
Law and Justice Com-
mission of Pakistan’s
report for July to De-
cember 2023 reveals an
unsettling increase in
case pendency: 3.9 per
cent, which comes to
approximately 2.26m
cases. Alarmingly, 82pc
of these cases are at the
district judiciary level,
stressing the magni-
tude of the effort that
is required to dispose of
them.

Such a trial of pa-
tience severely
jeopardises the ordi-
nary citizens’ access to
justice, resulting in dis-
tress, diminished re-
source, lost time, and,
above all, a severe lack
of trust in the judicial
system. When justice is
denied, particularly at
the district courts level,
it creates an environ-
ment of frustration and
despair; people feel dis-
enfranchised by a seem-
ingly compromised le-
gal framework. Mass
discontentment and
deprivation of justice
can trigger a break-
down in the social or-
der, which in turn deters
both domestic and for-
eign investors from in-
vesting in the country.

Besides, Pakistan
has to fulfil its interna-
tional responsibilities.
It is a signatory to the
Convention against
Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punish-
ment, as well as the
Convention on the
Elimination of all forms
of Discrimination
Against Women among
other legal instruments.
In 2023, the EU ex-
tended the Generalised
System of Preferences
until 2027 for develop-
ing countries, includ-
ing Pakistan. These ob-
ligations mandate an
absolute and across-

the-board adherence to
transparency and im-
partiality in legal pro-
ceedings.

The World Bank
Enterprise Survey —
described as “a firm-
level survey of a repre-
sentative sample of an
economy’s private sec-
tor” — reported that
38pc of Pakistani firms
find the labyrinthine le-
gal system a major bar-
rier in economic col-
laboration and growth;
the figure drops to 14pc
for the rest of South
Asia. Hence, the
government’s failure to
honour the fundamen-
tal and economic rights
enshrined in interna-
tional treaties risks the
country’s interests as
was experienced in the
Reko Diq case.

It should be
stressed that
honouring judicial inde-
pendence and human
rights obligations are
critical for economic
prosperity in Pakistan.
The lack of an autono-
mous judiciary may lead
to national and interna-
tional challenges, par-
ticularly regarding hu-
man and economic
privileges, which will
deepen the existing
challenges of poor eco-
nomic health, a dis-
gruntled youth, and an
acutely polarised soci-
ety.

Judicial indepen-
dence is vital for de-
mocracy and the
economy. As Pakistan
navigates the complexi-
ties of implementing in-
ternational commit-
ments in its fraught do-
mestic scenario, foster-
ing collective trust in
due process has to be
seen as the first line of
defence against inter-
nal and external threats.
A robust and credible
judicial system also re-
instates the public’s
faith in legal processes,
promoting safety and
equitable economic
growth in a humane so-
ciety that respects free-
dom and dignity. --
Courtesy Dawn

Commerce News

Parliamentary Secretary for
Commerce visits [PO-Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Parliamentary Secretary
for Commerce, Dr. Zulfigar
Ali Bhatti here on
Wednesday visited the
Intellectual  Property
Organization of Pakistan
(IPO-PAKISTAN).

According to press
release issued by commerce
ministry, he was warmly
received by Chairperson
Ambassador ® Farukh
Amil, Director General
Ms. Shazia Adnan, and IPO
officers.

The visit was an
important opportunity for
the organization to
showecase its functions and
achievements, and to brief
the secretary on its key

initiatives and
performance.

On the occasion, the
Chairperson and Director
General provided a
comprehensive briefing
and presentation,
covering the
organization’s functions
in detail. It included an
overview of the
organization’s role in
promoting Intellectual
Property Rights, including
Trademarks, Patents,
Copyrights, and
Geographical indications.

The Parliamentary
Secretary was informed
about the organization’s
performance, including its
efforts to raise awareness

about IP rights, provide
training and capacity-
building programs, and
facilitate the registration of

intellectual  property
rights.
The briefing

highlighted the importance
of intellectual property
protection in promoting

economic growth,
innovation, and
entrepreneurship in
Pakistan.

The Parliamentary
Secretary appreciated the

performance of the
organization and
acknowledged the
importance of its work in
promoting IPRs in
Pakistan.

Iftikhar Malik lauds
“URAAN” roadmap

LAHORE (APP): Former
president of the SAARC
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Iftikhar Ali Malik
on Wednesday praised
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif’s ambitious 10-year
“URAAN” roadmap.

In a statement, he
stated that this well-
conceived plan would
usher in an era of
sustainable economic
growth, the execution of
mega projects, and lasting
prosperity across the
country, while also
attracting both foreign and
local investments. He said
its implementation will
hopefully  transform
Pakistan into a $1 trillion
economy by the next
decade. Anchored on the

“Five E’s”—Exports,
Equity, E-Pakistan,
Energy, and

Environment—the plan
showcases a visionary
approach towards
fostering sustainable
growth and prosperity. He
said this strategic vision,
underpinned by robust
policy implementation and
public-private
collaboration, has the

potential to unlock
Pakistan’s  economic
potential, ensuring

prosperity and resilience for
the years to come. He said
focus on Exports
underscores the need to
boost Pakistan’s global
competitiveness. By
diversifying export markets
and enhancing value-added

KARACHI: Vice Chairman, Bal

PSX turns
bullish, gains
1,881 points

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
100-Index of the Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX)
turned around to bullish
trend on Wednesday, gaining
1,881.18, a positive change
of 1.63 percent, closing at
117,008.08 points as
compared to 115,126.90
points on the last trading
day. A total of 956,274,456
shares were traded during
the day as compared to
1,236,873,705 shares the
previous trading day,
whereas the price of
shares stood at Rs 46.440
billion against Rs. 44.218
billion on the last trading
day. As many as 462
companies transacted their
shares in the stock market,
258 of them recorded gains
and 161 sustained losses.

A

an Board of Investment & Trade
(BBolIT), Bilal Khan Kakar and CEO Abdul Kabeer Zarkoon meeting with
Chairman AHG Arif Habib. Chairman FPCCI Mian Zahid Hussain and Nasir
Khan are also present.

Y

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning Developmet and Special

— -

Initiatives Prof. Ahsan Iqbal giving digital device to field workers during
inaugural ceremony of field operations of 7th Agricultural Census
“Integrated Digital Count” Conducted by Pakistan Bureau of Statistics.

CEO PMEX says:

PMEX advances concept of innovation,
market productivity in commodity market

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chief Executive Officer of

Pakistan Mercantile
Exchange (PMEX),
Khurram  Zafar on
Wednesday said that

PMEX wants to advance
the concept of innovation
and market productivity in
the commodity market by
increasing efficiency in
agriculture and metal.
“We are envisioning
future markets under which
market regulation will be

maintained and
competitiveness  and
productivity in the

commodity market will be

enhanced, “ Chief
Executive Officer of
Pakistan Mercantile
Exchange (PMEX),
Khurram Zafar told APP in
an exclusive interview.

He said that the
exchange registered a
trading volume of around
Rs 3,800 billion in the
current Fiscal Year.

CEO, PMEX said
that Commodity futures
are derivative contracts in
which the purchaser agrees
to buy or sell a specific
quantity of a physical
commodity at a specified
price on a particular date

in the future.

Derivatives are
investments that derive
their value from the price
of another asset, typically
called the underlying asset,
he said. He said that
Pakistan Mercantile
Exchange (PMEX) has a
huge role in future market
design and market economy
on which the future market
depends. Talking to APP,
the CEO, PMEX said that
the Market Eco-system
and Storage are very

important on which
Pakistan Mercantile
Exchange is working.

ICCI fully endorses PM’s
‘Uraan Pakistan’ Initiative

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(ICCI), has acknowledged
the potential of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s
“Uraan Pakistan”
initiative.

In a press statement,
Abdul Rehman Siddiqui,
the Acting President ICCI
said that a five-year
national economic plan

focusing on the 5Es
(exports, e-Pakistan,
environment, energy,
equity, and
empowerment), to guide
the country toward

sustainable growth.

He further supported
the Prime Minister’s
emphasis on privatizing
and outsourcing loss-
making State-Owned

Enterprises (SOEs) as
essential measures to curb
financial losses and
improve efficiency in the
public sector.

Siddiqui also
highlighted the urgent need
to address a range of
economic challenges,
including rising public
debt, unemployment, the
closure of industries and
businesses, unrealistic tax
policies, and the
insufficient infrastructure
and facilities for Special
Economic Zones (SEZs)
and Industrial Zones.

He emphasized the
importance of eliminating
bureaucratic red tape,
which hinders business
growth and creates barriers
to ease of doing business
in the country.

Shipping
activity at
Port Qasim

KARACHI (APP): Five
ships, Maersk Chicago,
Kotka, ST. Nikolai, Ginga
Ocelot and Aramon
carrying Container, Palm
oil, Chemicals and Mogas,
berthed at  Qasim
International Container
Terminal, Liquid Cargo
Terminal, Engro Vopak
Terminal and FOTCO oil
Terminal respectively on
Tuesday.

Meanwhile two more
ships, Jaru Bhum and
Kosai are also arrived at
outer anchorage on same
day.

Eleven ships were
engaged at PQA berths
during the last 24 hours,
out of them three ships,
Kotka, Seamec Gallant and
Al-Khuwair left the on
today morning.

Coreinflation
decelerates to 4.1
percent in December

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The core inflation
measured by Consumer
Price Index (CPI)
decelerated further to 4.1
percent during December
2024 as compared to 4.9
percent recorded during
November 2024, Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS)
reported Monday.
According to PBS
data, the CPIbased inflation
during the same month of last
year (December 2023) was
recorded at 29.7%. On
month-on-month basis, it
increased by 0.1% in
December 2024

as

compared to 0.5% in the
previous month and an
increase of 0.8% in
December 2023.According
to PBS data, the Consumer
Price Index (CPI) inflation
urban, decreased to 4.4% on
year-on-year (YoY) basis in
December 2024  as
compared to 5.2% in the
previous month and 30.9%
in December 2023. On
month-on-month (MoM)
basis, it decreased by 0.1%
in December 2024 as
compared to 0.5% in the
previous month and an
increase of 0.7% in
December 2023.

ISLAMABAD:

Federal Minister for Commerce,

Jam Kamal Khan meets RCCI delegation led by
President Usman Shaukat to discuss key trade

and industry issues.

ZONG - offering Intl calling
with innovative “IDD Make
Your Own Bundle”

ISLAMABAD (APP):
ZONG, renowned for its
innovative digital
solutions, has introduced
a user-friendly and
customizable feature for
its prepaid and postpaid
subscribers: “IDD Make
Your Own Bundle.”
According to a news
release this revolutionary
offering empowers users
to create personalized
International Direct
Dialing (IDD) bundles
tailored to their unique
communication needs for
respective destinations.
Accessible exclusively
through the My Zong
App, the feature ensures
convenience, flexibility,
affordability, and an

enhanced customer
experience.

With the “IDD
Make Your Own

Bundle,” subscribers can
select their destination,
choose between landline
and mobile calls and
determine the number of
minutes and validity
period that best suits
their preferences. Rates
start as low as PKR 1
per minute for
destinations like the
USA, Canada, and
China and go up to PKR
19 per minute for Oman,
with popular locations
such as Saudi Arabia,
UAE, and the UK,
ranging between PKR 2
to 15 per minute.
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CM KP Gandapur chairs

Meeting finalizes action plan
for Huqooq-e-Pak Project-I1

PESHAWAR (APP): A
meeting held here with
Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Ali Amin
Khan Gandapur in the chair
on Wednesday discussed
and finalized an action
plan for the effective
implementation of the
Huqooq-e-Pakistan
Project-1I, and achieving its
desired objectives.

Besides, Federal
Secretary for Human
Rights Allah Dino Khawaja
and Advocate General
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Shah Faisal Utman Khel,
the representatives of the
relevant federal and
provincial departments and
the UNDP, attended the
meeting.

The meeting decided
to have a coordinated
mechanism between the
relevant federal and
provincial departments for
the implementation of the
project.

A briefing was

provided about the
project’s key features,
objectives, proposed
activities, areas of

coordination challenges,
and other related matters.

It was informed that
this 3.5- year long project
is being launched with the
cooperation of the
European Union and the
UNDP, aimed at
strengthening relevant
institutions and improving
the human rights situation
in the province.

It was apprised that
under the project, human
rights institutions will be
established to enhance the
delivery of services in the
province, and all data
related to human rights will
be digitized and added that
the digitization/Integration
of data will also help
streamline the people-

centered complaint
management system.
Furthermore, the

project will introduce

human rights-related
programs in the higher
education sector of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and
the provincial government
will identify two
universities for this
purpose.

Additionally, various
measures have been
proposed under the
program for implementing
the Human Rights
National Action Plan in the
province.

The Chief Minister
assured the provincial
government’s full
cooperation for the proper
implementation of the
project and directed all
relevant departments to
ensure their support in this
regard. He stated that the

government aims to
centralize the database of
marginalized and

underprivileged segments
of society, and has already
instructed the concerned
authorities in this regard.

Provincial stakeholders
urge KP Govt to enact Child
Marriage Restraint Bill

PESHAWAR (APP): A
provincial stakeholders
seminar on child marriages
has called on the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP)
government to urgently
enact the Child Marriage
Restraint Bill to address
the deep-rooted social and
traditional practice that
adversely impacts millions
of young lives.

Participants stressed
that such legislation is
essential to safeguard the
potential and future of
children.

The seminar was
jointly organized by Blue
Veins, the National
Commission for Human
Rights (NCHR), and the
Directorate General of
Human Rights.

The event featured
prominent  speakers,
including Allama
Muhammad Raghib
Hussain Naeemi, Chairman
of the Council of Islamic
Ideology (CII); Maulana

Tayyab Qureshi, Chief
Khateeb of Peshawar
District; Ghulam Ali,
Director of the Directorate
General of Human Rights;
Said Rehman, Director of
Local Government KP;
Imran Takkar, child rights
activist; and Muhammad
Rizwan, Coordinator of
NCHR, among others.
Speakers highlighted
that marriages below the
age of 18 constitute a grave
violation of fundamental

human rights.

They wurged the
provincial government to
make 18 years the

mandatory minimumage for
marriage for both boys and
girls. Participants expressed
concern over delays in
enacting legislation and
emphasized that existing
laws, such as the Pakistan
Majority Act 1975 and the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Child
Protection and Welfare Act
2010, define individuals
under 18 as children.

Award of Lahore
Z00 contract to
private company
challenged
in LHC

LAHORE (Online):
Awarding contract of
Lahore Zoo to private
company has been
challenged in Lahore High
Court (LHC) The petition
has been filed by judicial
activism panel through
Azhar Siddique advocate.

Punjab government,
wild life department and
forest department have been
made respondents in the
petition. The petitioner has
taken the plea a large number
of citizens come to zoo for
information and recreation.
Zoo was handed over to
private company without
any legal justification. The
petitioner further took the
plea private company is
extorting money from the
pockets of citizens who are
coming to zoo.In addition to
parking and entry fee, the
tickets for swings have shot
to sky.People are worried
over lack of look after of
animals in zoo.

PESHAWAR:

Members of Christian Community are attending annual

commemoration ceremony on the occasion of New Year Celebration, held at
the Saint John Cathedral Church in Peshawar.

CM welcomes ‘Uraan Pakistan’:

A visionary roadmap for

sustainable development
Maryam welcomes 2025 with hopes for prosperity

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif has lauded
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and his team for
unveiling “Uraan
Pakistan,” a comprehensive
roadmap for the
sustainable development
of the nation.

In a media statement
on Wednesday, the CM
said: “Pakistan has taken
off to fly high,” she
remarked, emphasizing

that the Pakistan Muslim
League Nawaz (PML-N)
prioritizes development
above all “.

Reflecting on the
vision of Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif, the CM said
that Pakistan was on the
path  of economic
development. Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and his team were
tirelessly working towards
economic stability and the
prosperity of the common

man. Shedescribed “Uraan
Pakistan” as a
transformative plan for
long-term growth. She
highlighted the importance
of “Five-E” vision, which
focuses on exports,
environment, e-
governance, energy, and
equity. “This
commendable strategy is
stabilizing the economy,
but equal attention must
also be paid to social
development,” she said.

Azma says
2024 successful year

in Punjab’s history

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Information Minister
Azma Bokharihas declared
2024 as the most
successful year in the
province’s history.

She highlighted that
Maryam Nawaz launched
over 77 public relief
projects, with morethan 50
already completed.
Importantly, all of these
initiatives were funded
using Punjab’s own
resources, she added.
Bokhari emphasised that
Punjab was leading in
development, prosperity,
and public welfare

compared to other
provinces of Pakistan.
Reliefhas been extended to
every segment of society,

including students,
farmers, women, and
youth, without any

discrimination, she said and
added that for the first time,
relief packages had also
been introduced for
minorities in Punjab.

The Information
minister criticised previous
leaders, stating that for
four years, Punjab’s
resources were plundered
by figures like ‘Pinky’,
‘Googi’, and the Captain.

LDA seals
another 111

properties

LAHORE (APP): Lahore
Development Authority
(LDA) on Wednesday
sealed another 111
properties, in a crackdown
on illegal commercial
buildings and defaulters of
commercial fees. On the
direction of LDA Director
General Tahir Farooq, the
LDA teams had been
conducting daily operations
with full force. In the latest
operation, the teams sealed
and demolished 111
properties in various areas
of the city. The targeted
locations included Gulberg,
Faisal Town, Garden Town,
Sabzazar, Shah Jamal,
Gulshan Ravi.

Minister directs
expediting work on
E-Transfer System

PESHAWAR  (APP):
Provincial Minister for
Higher Education, Meena
Khan Afridi has directed to
expedite work on E-
Transfer System and said
it would ensure
transparency in posting
and transfers.Chairing a
performance review
meeting of  Higher
Education Department, he
said that transfers would
be made after completion
of E-Transfer System that
was meant to ensure
transparency and merit in
the whole process.

The meeting was also
attended by Secretary
Higher Education, Kamran
Afridi, Special Secretary

and concerned officials.
Minister also directed
to identify colleges that
lack basic amenities and
said that efforts would be
made to address
shortcomings in these
institutions.He also
directed concerned
committee to speed up
work on curriculum
reviewing.Expressing
satisfaction over
performance of higher
education department he
said that irregularity and
corruption would not be
tolerated. He wurged
teachers to further improve
performance and work
with dedication realizing
their responsibilities.

washing cloth a.t Indusr

omen’s going toward home after
iver.

i S ey

Punjab introduces free
legal aid for indigent
prisoners across all jails

LAHORE (APP): The
Punjab Home Department
has launched anew initiative
to provide free legal aid to
indigent prisoners in all jails
ofthe province. In line with
the directive of Punjab’s
chief minister, the Punjab
government has ensured that
no poor prisoner would be
deprived of legal assistance.
According to
spokesperson for the
Home Department, the
department has set up free
legal aid committees in all
43 jails across the
province. The committees
would ensure that
prisoners who could not
afford legal representation
for their cases were
provided free legal aid.
The Home

Department, in
collaboration with the
Punjab Bar Council and
District Bar Associations,
has formed the committees.
Additionally, the Home
Department has also issued
the rules and regulations
for providing free legal aid
to prisoners.

According to the
Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) issued
by the department, the
deputy superintendent of

jail  would identify
prisoners who require a
free lawyer. Every

Tuesday, announcements
regarding the availability of
free legalaid would be made
in the barracks to ensure all
prisoners were informed.
On Wednesdays.

International News

Israeli strikes kill 12 in Gaza
as war grinds into the new
year with no end in sight

Monitoring Desk
DEIR AL-BALAH: Israeli
strikes killed at least 12
Palestinians in the Gaza
Strip, mostly women and
children, officials said
Wednesday, as the nearly
15-month war ground on
into the new year with no
end in sight.

One strike hit a home
in the Jabaliya area of
northern Gaza, the most
isolated and heavily de-
stroyed part of the terri-
tory, where Israel has been
waging a major operation
since early October.
Gaza’s Health Ministry
said seven people were
killed, including a woman
and four children, and at
least a dozen other people
were wounded.

Another strike over-
night in the built-up Bureij
refugee camp in central
Gaza killed a woman and
a child, according to the
Al-Agsa Martyrs Hospi-
tal, which received the
bodies. The military or-
dered people to evacuate
an area near Bureij over-
night, saying it would

strike there in response to
recent rocket fire by Pal-
estinian militants.

A third strike early
Wednesday in the south-
ern city of Khan Younis
killed three people, ac-
cording to the nearby
Nasser Hospital and the
European Hospital, which
received the bodies.

The war began when
Hamas-led militants at-
tacked southern Israel on
Oct. 7,2023, killing some
1,200 people and abduct-
ing around 250. About 100
hostages are still held in
Gaza, at least a third of
whom are believed to be
dead.

Israel’s air and
ground offensive has
killed over 45,000 Pales-
tinians, according to
Gaza’s Health Ministry.
It says women and chil-
dren make up more than
half the fatalities but does
not say how many of
those killed were militants.

The Israeli military
says it only targets mili-
tants and blames Hamas
for civilian deaths because

its fighters operate in
dense residential areas.
The army says it has
killed 17,000 militants,
without providing evi-
dence.

The war has caused
widespread destruction
and displaced some 90%
of Gaza’s population of
2.3 million, many of them
multiple times.

Hundreds of thou-
sands are living in tents on
the coast as winter brings
frequent rainstorms and
temperatures drop below 10
degrees Celsius (50 F) at
night. Atleast six infants and
another person have died of
hypothermia, according to
the Health Ministry.

American and Arab
mediators have spent
nearly a year trying to
broker a ceasefire and hos-
tage release, but those ef-
forts have repeatedly
stalled. Hamas has de-
manded a lasting truce,
while Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanayhu
has vowed to keep fight-
ing until “total victory”
over the militants.

Taiwan president wants
exchanges with China,
sees lack of goodwill

Monitoring Desk
TAIPEIL: Taiwan President
Lai Ching-te said on
Wednesday that he wel-
comed equal, dignified,
healthy and orderly ex-
changes with China, but
wondered whether there
was goodwill from Beijing
given what he said was their
blocking of simple things
like tourism.

Lai, who took office in
May, has regularly offered
talks with China but been
rebuffed. China views
democratically governed
Taiwan as its own territory
and detests Lai as a “sepa-
ratist”. He says only
Taiwan’s people can decide
their future. Speaking at a
New Year’s day news con-
ference, Lai said China was
blocking normal interac-
tions with restrictions on

Chinese tourists visiting or
students studying on the
island, while similarbans do
not apply to Taiwanese
going to China. “But I still
want to stress this: Taiwan
hopes to have healthy and
orderly exchanges with
China under the principles
ofreciprocity and dignity,”
he said.

Journalists should ask
China why its citizens can
freely travel to countries
like the United States and
Japan, buthas all these con-
trols when it comes to Tai-
wan, Laiadded.

“Is this really show-
ing goodwill towards Tai-
wan? Can’t they treat ev-
eryone equally?”

Taiwan and China
have repeatedly traded ac-
cusations about tourism
and travel restrictions.

South Korea
says will send
Jeju Air crash

black box to US

Monitoring Desk
SEOUL: South Korean in-
vestigators probing a Jeju
Air crash which killed 179
people in the worst avia-
tion disaster on its soil said
Wednesday they will send
one of the retrieved black
boxes to the United States
for analysis.

The plane was carry-
ing 181 people from Thai-
land on Sunday when it is-
sued a mayday call and
belly-landed before hitting
a barrier and bursting into
flames, killing everyone
aboard except two flight
attendants pulled from the
burning wreckage.

South Korean and US
investigators, including
from Boeing, have been
combing the crash site in
southwestern Muan since
the disaster Sunday.
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Driver kills 10 ramming
truck into New Orleans
crowd in New Year attack

Monitoring Desk
LOUISIANA: A driver
crashed his pickup truck
into a New Orleans crowd
celebrating New Year’s Day
and opened fire, killing at
least 10 people and injur-
ing more than 35, in an at-
tack the FBI said it was in-
vestigating as an act of ter-
rorism. “This man was try-
ing to run over as many
people as he could,” Police
Chief Anne Kirkpatrick said
at a televised press confer-
ence on Wednesday. “He
was hell-bent on creating
the camage and the damage

that he did.” The incident
at 2:15pm PKT (9:15am
GMT) occurred at the in-
tersection of Canal and
Bourbon Streets during
New Year’s celebrations,
the city said in a statement.
Bourbon Street is a historic
tourist destination in the
city’s French Quarter,
known for attracting large
crowds with its music and
bars.

Kirkpatrick said the
driver fired at police and
struck two police officers
from the vehicle after it
crashed.

Five dead in
Germany from
new years fire-

works accidents

Monitoring Desk
BERLIN: Five people died
across Germany and a po-
lice officer was seriously
injured from accidents
linked to the powerful fire-
works Germans tradition-
ally set off to celebrate the
new year, police said in a
preliminary count. Ger-
mans celebrate the new year
with a particularly intense
usage of fireworks, which
spurs a recurrent debate
about outlawing the most
powerful devices, given the
high number ofinjuries each
year, as well as the pollu-
tion and noise they cause.

Syria’s de facto leader
holds talks with Kurds

Monitoring Desk
BEIRUT: Syria’s de facto
leader Ahmed al-Sharaa
has held talks with del-
egates of the Kurdish-led
Syrian Democratic Forces
(SDF), an official said on
Tuesday, adding that they
had been “positive”.

“A meeting took
place on Monday between
senior officials of the Syr-
ian Democratic Forces and
Jolani in Damascus,” the
official said, wusing
Sharaa’s nom de guerre.

But as diplomatic ef-
forts continue, Turkish-
backed fighters killed three
pro-Kurdish security per-

sonnel in Aleppo early
Tuesday in the first such
attack in Syria’s second
city since rebels seized
power in early December,
a war monitor said.

“A checkpoint be-
longing to the (Kurdish-
led) Internal Security
Forces in the Kurdish-ma-
jority Ashrafieh
neighbourhood was at-
tacked by Turkish-backed
gunmen and explosive-
laden drones, killing three
security personnel and
critically wounding
seven,” the Syrian Obser-
vatory for Human Rights
said.

One killed in
Russian drone
strike on Kyiyv,

officials say

Monitoring Desk
KYTV: Russia launched a
drone strike on the Ukrai-
nian capital Kyiv early on
Wednesday, killing one per-
son, wounding six others
and damaging buildings in
two districts, city officials
said. Explosions boomed
across the morning sky as
Ukraine’s air force warned
of drones approaching the
capital and Mayor Vitali
Klitschko said air defences
were repelling an enemy
attack. Two floors of a resi-
dential building were par-
tially destroyed in the
strike, Klitschko said.

Gaza healthcare nearing
‘total collapse’, says UN

Monitoring Desk
GENEVA: A United Na-
tions report published on
Tuesday found that Israeli
strikes on and near hospi-
tals in the Gaza Strip had
left healthcare in the Pales-
tinian territory on the verge
of collapse.

The report by the UN
human rights office said
such strikes raised grave
concerns about Israel’s
compliance with interna-
tional law.

“Israel’s pattern of
deadly attacks on and near
hospitals in Gaza, and as-
sociated combat, pushed
the healthcare systemto the
brink of total collapse, with
catastrophic effect on
Pales-tinians’ access to
health and medicalcare,” the
UN human rights office said
in a statement.

Its 23-page report,
entitled “Attacks on hos-
pitals during the escalation
of hostilities in Gaza”,

looked at the period from
Oct 7, 2023 to June 30,
2024.

It said that during this
time, there were at least 136
strikes on 27 hospitals and
12 other medical facilities,
claiming significant casual-
ties among doctors, nurses,
medics and other civilians
and causing significant
damage to, if not the com-
plete destruction of, civil-
ian infrastructure.

The report noted that
medical personneland hos-
pitals are specifically pro-
tected under international
humanitarian law, provided
they do not commit, or are
not used to commit, acts
harmful to the enemy out-
side their humanitarian func-
tion.

It found that Israel’s
repeated claims that Gaza
hospitals were being im-
properly used for military
purposes by Palestinian
groups “vague”.

US imposes sanctions on
entities in Iran, Russia
over election interference

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: The
United States on Tuesday
imposed sanctions on en-
tities in Iran and Russia,
accusing them of attempt-
ingto interfere in the 2024
US election. The US Trea-
sury Department said in a
statement the entities — a
subsidiary of Iran’s Revo-
lutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) and an organisation
affiliated with Russia’s
military  intelligence
agency (GRU) — aimed to
“stoke socio-political ten-
sions and influence the US
electorate during the 2024
US election”.

“The Governments of
Iran and Russia have tar-
geted our election pro-
cesses and institutions and
sought to divide the
American people through
targeted disinformation
campaigns,” Treasury’s
Acting Under Secretary for
Terrorism and Financial
Intelligence, Bradley
Smith, said in the state-
ment.

“The United States

will remain vigilant against
adversaries who would un-
dermine our democracy.”
Russia’s embassy in Wash-
ington said in a statement to
Reuters: “Russia has not
and does not interfere in the
internal affairs of other
countries, including the
United States.”

“As President
Vladimir Putin has repeat-
edly stressed, we respect
the will of the American
people. All insinuations
about ‘Russian machina-
tions’ are malicious slan-
der, invented for use in the
internal political struggles
in the United States,” the
spokesperson added.
Iran’s mission to the
United Nations in New
York did not immediately
respond to a request for
comment.

Republican Donald
Trump was elected presi-
dent in November, beating
Democratic candidate Ka-
mala Harris and capping a
remarkable comeback four
years after he was voted
out of the White House.
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning Development and Special Ini-
tiatives Prof. Ahsan Iqgbal addressing during inaugural ceremony of field
operations of 7th Agricultural Census “Integrated Digital Count” Conducted
by Pakistan Bureau of Statistics.
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BBolT, FPCCI to jointly
organize Balochistan Summit
2025 in end January

KARACHI (APP): The
Balochistan Summit 2025,
aimed at promoting busi-
ness, investment, joint ven-
tures industrialization and
global scale trade activities
in the province, will be or-
ganized on January 27-28,
2025 in Islamabad.

The  Balochistan
Board of Investment &
Trade (BBoIT) and Federa-
tion of Pakistan Chamber
of Commerce and Indus-
tries (FPCCI) will jointly
organize the two day event,
Atif Ikram Sheikh, Presi-
dent FPCCI, informed in a
statement issued here on
Tuesday.

The FPCCI chief reit-
erated apex body’s stance
that Balochistan needs spe-
cialattention ofthe govern-
ment for flourishing eco-
nomic activities and attract
investment in the province
including industrialization,
tax waivers and incentives,
setting up special economic

zones (SEZs), establishing
Bank of Balochistan on the
lines of other provinces and
maintenance of law and or-
der. Vice Chairman,
Balochistan Board of In-
vestment &  Trade
(BBolIT), Bilal Khan Kakar,
explained that the motive
behind taking FPCCI on-
board this year is have the
backing of the entire busi-
ness, industry and trade
community of Pakistan;
and, ensuring their partici-
pation in the Balochistan
Summit 2025 — as FPCCI
represents all 284 cham-
bers, trade bodies and in-
dustry associations of Pa-
kistan across all sectors of
the national economy.
Saquib Fayyaz
Magoon, SVP FPCCI,
maintained that like Bank
of Punjab, Bank of Khyber
and Sindh Bank, the federal
and provincial governments
should facilitate the estab-
lishment of the Bank of

-
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Balochistan to enhance in-
dustries’ access to finance.
“Only a full-fledged and
dedicated bank can fill the
yawning vacuum in busi-
ness and industrial financ-
ing in the province,” he
added. Nasir Khan, VP
FPCCI from Balochistan,
highlighted shrinking youth
employment opportunities
and urged to support SME
sector the real engine of
growth and employment
generation,and settingup an
insurance company in
Balochistan. He also pro-
posed a public-private part-
nership (3P) model for set-
ting up institutions or organi-
zations that create and sup-
portan ecosystem fora thriv-
ing business environment.
Mian Zahid Hussain, Chair-
man FPCCI-PAB, high-
lighted the fact thatthe people
of Balochistan are resilient;
and, business, commercial,
trade, investment, industrial
and economic activities.
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ral Pblic Relions Balochistan Muhammad Noor

Khetran briefed Deputy Country Lead UK HAS Dr. Muhammad Batini about
Digital Information Cell.

Visits Directorate of Public Relations Balochistan

Dr. Asif praises role of DGPR
in raising awareness, ensuring

effective information dissemination

In line with the vision of Chief Minister Balochistan, the DPR
ensures comprehensive promotion of public interest initiatives
policies through print and electronic media: Noor Khetran

Independent Report
QUETTA: Dr. Mohammad
Asif, Deputy Country
Lead of the United King-
dom Health Security
Agency (UKHSA), empha-
sized the importance of
strengthening cooperation
to effectively address pub-
lic health emergencies.

He highlighted the pri-
ority ofaligning Balochistan
Health Directorate with the
National Action Plan for
Health Security, focusing
on implementing the recom-
mendations of the Joint

External Evaluation 2023,
and minimizing the impacts
of disease outbreaks.
Discussions also cov-
ered the coordination of ac-
tivities such as joint report-
ing systems, establishing
protocols for information
exchange, streamlined
communication, and orga-
nizing joint training pro-
grams for relevant techni-
cal staff. Dr. Asif praised
the role of the Director-
ate General of Public Re-
lations in raising aware-
ness and ensuring effec-

tive information dissemi-
nation.

Dr. Asif visited the
Directorate of Public Rela-
tions Balochistan on
Wednesday. During his
visit, he met with the Di-
rector General of Public
Relations Balochistan,
Mohammad Noor
Khetran. The meeting was
also attended by Dr.
Rabiya Baloch, Public
Health  Advisor to
Balochistan, and Farhan
Ahsan, Coordination Of-
ficer at UKHSA.

MERC reports 416 fatalities,
31,854 people injured in 23,257
traffic accidents in 2024

QUETTA (APP): Medical
Emergency Response Cen-
ter (MERC), reported 416
fatalities and 31,854 people
injured in 23,257 traffic ac-
cidents that occurred on the
highways of Balochistan
during 2024.

According to data re-
leased by Medical Emer-
gency Response Center
(MERC), most of the acci-
dents occurred on N-25, N-
50 and N-65.

From January 1 to
December 31, 2024, 23257
accidents occurred on high-
ways in the 26 districts of
Balochistan, including
Kalat, Killa Saifullah,
Pishin, Zhob, Mastung,
Lasbela, Khuzdar and other
areas of the province.

The MERC re-

cidents that happened on
the main highways of
Balochistan in the last year
and provided medical
treatment to 6267 njured
people while shifting the
dead bodies to the nearest
hospitals.

It is to mention that,
like rescue teams across the
country, MERC teams in
Balochistan are being at the
forefront of saving lives and
serving humanity.

Their dedicated ser-
vice has been praised by
the public, who have called
on the government to pro-
vide necessary benefits and
facilities to the MERC
teams in recognition of
their outstanding perfor-
mance, aiming to further
improve their work in the
province.

Tarar greets
newly elected
leaders of KJF

office bearers

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Information,
Broadcasting, National
Heritage, and Culture,
Attaullah  Tarar, on
Wednesday congratulated
the newly elected office
bearers of the Kashmir Jour-
nalists Forum (KJF).

In his message, the
minister extended his felici-
tations to President Sardar
Irfan Sadozai and General
Secretary Magsood
Muntazir, expressing con-
fidence in their ability to
lead the forum toward
greater success. He also
conveyed his best wishes
to the new leadership.

Highlighting the sig-
nificance of the KIJF, the
minister noted its vital role
as a voice for the people of
Kashmir, emphasizing its
contributions to promoting
the freedom movement.

sponded to 23257 road ac-
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Pakistan Navy ship MOAWIN seizes large cache of narcotics at North Ara-
bian Sea.

7th_agriculture census launched:

Ahsan highlights data importance
in meeting food security challenges

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Planning, De-
velopment and Special Ini-
tiatives Professor Ahsan
Igbal on Wednesday
launched the long-overdue
7th Agriculture Census,
underscoring the impor-
tance of accurate data col-
lection in policy-making to
effectively address future
food security challenges.

“Pakistan’s popula-
tion growth rate has in-
creased from 2.4 percent to
2.55 percent. If this trend
continues, an additional 380
million people will be added
to the existing population
0f 240 million by 2047,” he
said while addressing the
agriculture census launch
ceremony.

Commenting on the
potential consequences, he
asked the gathering to con-
sider the implications for
food security in 2047 if a
viable agricultural strategy
was not developed based
onreliable data collected by

field enumerators using digi-
tal tools.

“Thatis why the Plan-
ning Ministry places great
importance on accurate data
collection. Ifthere is wrong
reporting (in compiling sta-
tistics), it will lead to wrong
policies,” he said.

Ahsan Igbal said the
7th Agriculture Census was
a key initiative that could
revolutionize this sector,
which has long been con-
sidered the backbone ofthe
national economy.

He expressed confi-
dence that the census re-
sults would be available by
coming August and would
lay the foundation for the
much-needed transforma-
tion in the agriculture sec-
tor. He emphasized the ne-
cessity of judiciously uti-
lizing available resources
and ensuring they were di-
rected toward the right
goals. The census data
would provide critical in-
sights into crop patterns,

the use of modern machin-
ery, and livestock statistics,
enabling targeted interven-
tions and fostering self-re-
liance in the sector, he
added.

The Planning minister
also commended the man-
agement and team at the
Pakistan Bureau of Statis-
tics (PBS) for their efforts
in preparing for the agricul-
ture census and thanked the
provinces for their
workforce contributions
and support from relevant
departments.

For the first time, all
agriculture-related censuses
covering machinery, live-
stock, and crops have been
merged into a single com-
prehensive census to ensure
accurate and actionable
data. The census would le-
verage advanced technology
and acentralized dashboard
to streamline data collection
and analysis, facilitating
targeted interventions and
optimal resource allocation.
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QUETTA: Provincial Minister for Communication & Works Mir Saleem

Ahmed Khosa inspecting Hanna Road Project.

Privatisation of hospitals
not acceptable: JUI-N

Independent Report
QUETTA: Acting central
Ameer, Jamiat Ulema-e-Is-
lam-Nazriyati Pakistan,
Moulana Abdul Qadir Luni
on Wednesday said that
privatisation ofhospitals in
Balochistan was not ac-
ceptable and JUI-N sup-
ported all the demands of
Health Grand Alliance
Balochistan, including pro-
vision of healthcare facili-
ties to hospitals, free of cost
healthcare facilities and pro-
vision of permanent job
opportunities.

These views were ex-
pressed by him while ad-
dressing all parties confer-
ence held under the aus-

pices of GHAB at
Sandeman Provincial Hos-
pital Quetta.

He said that
materialising the policy of
privatisation ofhospitals in
Balochistan would deprive
poor people of the prov-
ince of healthcare facilities,
adding that developed coun-
tries had prioritised health
sector while no priority was
being given to health sector
in Pakistan. He said that it
had been the tactic of each
government to sell institu-
tion after defaming the in-
stitution. He said that in-
stead of privatising hospi-
tals, government ought to
have found other solution.

PNS Moawin seizes
large cache of narcotics
in North Arabian Sea

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Navy Ship
(PNS) Moawin seized a
large cache of narcotics
during a counter-narcotics
operation in North Ara-
bian Sea.

The seized narcotics
are estimated to be worth
approximately $ 1 million
in international market, said
a news release issued by
Directorate of Public Rela-
tions (Pak Navy) on
Wednesday.

The cache was being
transported via sea to in-
ternational destinations.

-

QUETTA: Medical Superi

ntendent (MS) Civil Hos-

During the operation, PNS
Moawin, supported by
Pakistan Navy air assets,
successfully intercepted a
Dhow, conducted boarding
operations, and appre-
hended the narcotics, which
were stowed in a hidden
compartment ofthe vessel,
it further said.

The successful execu-
tion of this anti-narcotics
operation demonstrates
Pakistan Navy’s vigilance,
professionalism, and re-
solve to deter and disrupt
all illegal activities, ensur-
ing good order at sea.

X

pital, Dr. Noorullah Musakhel inquires about health
of patients during his surprise visit, in Quetta.

Senate I'T committee
expresses Concerns over
internet shutdowns

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Senate Standing Committee
on Information Technology
and Telecommunication on
Wednesday voiced serious
concerns over persistent
connectivity issues and ex-
pressed concerns about the
arbitrary shutdown of
internet services without jus-
tification. Presided over by
Senator Palwasha
Mohammad Zai Khan, the
meeting scrutinized the defi-
ciencies in monitoring mecha-
nisms. It criticized the lack
of transparency surround-
ing internet disruptions,
even after a detailed brief-
ing by the Pakistan Tele-
communication Authority
(PTA) Chairman.

The Chairperson em-
phasized the distinction be-
tween blocking specific
content and implementing
a complete internet shut-
down, asserting that the lat-

ter is unwarranted.

Senator  Kamran
Murtaza echoed this senti-
ment, suggesting that such
shutdowns appear politi-
cally motivated rather than
based on technical consid-
erations, and called for the
process to be politicized.

Highlighting a report
published in Dawn that es-
timated financial losses in
billions due to internet dis-
ruptions, Senator Palwasha
expressed concern over the
poor quality of internet ser-
vices in Pakistan, which
ranks just above Myanmar
globally despite significant
investments.

She underscored that
such reports often have
some factual basis, though
Ministry officials denied
the claims, clarifying that
national outages referenced
in the media occurred only
during elections.

Govtintroduced
pension
reforms

for retired

employees

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan government has ‘in-
troduced’ pension reforms
for retired employees, ac-
cording to a notification is-
sued by the finance minis-
try.

Under the new rules,
retired employees will not
be entitled to both a salary
and pension simulta-
neously if they rejoin any
organization.

The reforms specify
that retirees will only re-
ceive a pension, and if they
resume employment, they
will forfeit their pension for
life.

In cases where the re-
tired employee’s spouse is
still working, they may
continue receiving the pen-
sion until the spouse’s re-
tirement. Furthermore, the
pension will be calculated
based on the average salary
of the last 24 months of
employment.

Report filed in
LHC regarding
cases against
Imran in Punjab

comes to open
LAHORE (Online): Report
filed in Lahore High Court
(LHC) in respect of cases
registered against PTI
founder Imran Khan in
Punjab has come to open.
According to report
59 cases were registered
against PTI founder in
Punjab after May 9. Imran
Khan was arrested in 26
cases. It hasbeen told in the
report bail after arrest pleas
of Imran Khan have been
approved in 18 cases. He
has been declared innocent
in two cases. PTI founder
is nominated in FIRs in 21
out of 59 cases registered
against him in Punjab.In 38
cases Imran Khan was
nominated after supple-
mentary statement.

UETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir

Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti receiving Nawab Sanaullah
Khan Zehri upon his arrival at CM House.

Providing quality healthcare
to all citizens government’s
top priority: Syedaal Khan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
During a meeting with Dr
Rana Imran Sikandar, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Pa-
kistan Institute of Medical
Sciences (PIMS), he com-
mended the government,
under the leadership of
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, for prioritizing
healthcare reforms.

Hesaid that efforts are
underway to address pub-
lic healthcare challenges and
to plan large-scale develop-
mental projects for various
departments of PIMS.

Dr. Sikandar provided
a comprehensive briefing on
thehospital’s performance,
challenges, and the state of
medical facilities.

The Deputy Chair-
man praised PIMS as a vi-
tal healthcare institution
serving patients from
across Pakistan but ac-
knowledged the immense

pressure it faces as a pri-
mary healthcare provider.

“The provision of
medical facilities is becom-
ing increasingly challenging
due to therising number of
patients,” Syedaal Khan
added. He expressed con-
cerns over the frequent
breakdown of hospital
equipment, which often
forces patients to seek di-
agnostic tests from external
facilities.

To address these is-
sues, he underscored the
urgency of procuring new
machinery through ad-
equate funding. He also
called for significant im-
provements in the hospital’s
infrastructure, particularly
the wards, and urged both
administrative staff and
medical professionals to
take collective responsibil-
ity for enhancing patient
care.

Sheikh asks all political
parties to work for
development of Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Mari-
time Affairs Qaiser Ahmed
Sheikh on Wednesday
asked all the political par-
ties including Opposition to
work for development of
Pakistan.

This is the responsi-
bility of all the elected
members of national and
provincial assemblies to
utilize energies for boost-
ing economy of this coun-
try, he said while talking to
a private television channel.

We have rich natural
resources and potential to
take the country forward in
every field, he said.

In reply to a question

about political issues with
Opposition, he said, it is
the duty of every member
to play role to normalize
the relations with rival par-
ties. He said political sta-
bility is vital to achieve eco-
nomic growth rate and busi-
ness targets in Pakistan.

Many countries had
lifted the principles of
Pakistan’s golden era in
1960s, he said adding that
the people had to face dif-
ficulties due to weak poli-
cies of the last regime of
PTI. Weare hopeful of talks
with PTI, he said. He urged
the leaders of PTI to come
forward and work for na-
tional interest.

Mugam slams shelling,
baton charge on
Peshawar protesters

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Kash-
mir Affairs and Gilgit-
Baltistan & SAFRON, En-
gineer Amir Mugam on
Wednesday strongly con-
demned the shelling and
baton-charge on municipal
representatives in
Peshawar. In a statement,
Mugam emphasized that
violence against peaceful
protests is in direct contra-
diction to democratic val-
ues. Criticizing Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) he
said party’s double stan-
dards has badly exposed.
He condemned the
mistreatment of municipal
representatives, asserting
that they are the true voice

of the people and such be-
havior towards them is
completely unacceptable.

Mugam condemned
the excessive use of force
by the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government,
accusing it of attempting to
hide its failures.

He reiterated that Pa-
kistan Muslim League
Nawaz (PML-N) would
continue to raise its voice
on every platform to pro-
tect the rights of municipal
representatives.

He also called on the
government to immediately
address the issues faced by
these representatives,
stressing the urgency ofre-
solving the matter.

ESWAR: Police officials fired tear gas and

restore baton-charged to repel Local Government
representatives during their protest demonstra-
tion for acceptance of their demands, nearby Pro-
vincial Assembly building in Peshawar.

Senate committee
discusses voting
rights for overseas

Pakistanis

ISLAMABAD (APP):The
Senate Standing Committee
on Parliamentary Affairs
held a comprehensive dis-
cussion on granting over-
seas Pakistanis, including
dual citizens, the right to
vote in future elections.

The meeting was pre-
sided over by Senator Dr.
Mohammad Humayun
Mohmand. Highlighting the
significance of extending
voting rights to overseas
Pakistanis, the Chairman
said that many countries
successfully implement
postal balloting and ques-
tioned why Pakistan could
not adopt a similar mecha-
nism. He observed that the
current legal framework
neither grants voting rights
to dual citizens nor pro-
vides a system to facilitate
their participation.

ECP warns MPs: submit
asset statements by
Jan 15 or risk suspension

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) on Wednes-
day instructed 518 mem-
bers of the Senate, National
Assembly, and provincial
assemblies to submit their
annual statements of assets
and liabilities for the finan-
cial year 2023-24 by Janu-
ary 15, 2025 or face sus-
pension of membership
from January 16.
According to ECP no-
tification, 518 parliamen-
tarians, including 23 from
the Senate, 116 from the
National Assembly, 208
from the Punjab Assembly,
55 from the Sindh Assem-
bly, 91 from the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly,
and 25 from the
Balochistan Assembly,
have failed to submit their

asset details.

Election Commission
had instructed parliamen-
tarians to submit their an-
nual statements of assets
and liabilities, including
those of their spouse and
dependent children, as of
June 30 of the previous
year, using Form B, by
December 31. The commis-
sion had warned that fail-
ure to comply would result
in the suspension of their
membership from the Sen-
ate, National Assembly, and
provincial assemblies, as it
is amandatory requirement
under Section 137 of the
Elections Act, 2017. Under
Section 137, members of
the Senate, National As-
sembly, and provincial as-
semblies of Punjab, Sindh,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
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