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Govt. prioritizing efforts to
utilize new technologies for
national development: PM

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad  Shehbaz

Sharif said that the govern-
ment was working on a pri-
ority basis to leverage new
technologies for the na-
tional and economic devel-
opment.

He expressed these
views during a meeting with
a high-level delegation of
leading experts in artificial
intelligence that called on
him during his recent pri-
vate visit to London, United
Kingdom last week, PM
Office Media Wing said in
apress release on Tuesday.

The delegation in-
cluded senior leaders from
global institutions and or-
ganizations such as
BlackRock, the University
of Cambridge, the Univer-
sity of Oxford, Deloitte,
and some of the world’s

leading Al and technology
companies. Chairman of the
Pakistan Virtual Assets
Regulatory  Authority
(PVARA), Bilal bin Saqib,
was also present in the
meeting.

During the meeting,
the prime minister under-
lined the importance of glo-
bal expertise; particularly
the involvement of over-
seas Pakistanis, to acceler-
ate Pakistan’s digital and
economic transformation.

He stressed that
emerging technologies such
as artificial intelligence
should be aligned with na-
tional priorities, institu-
tional capacities, and inclu-
sive development goals.

The prime minister
further said the government
was actively working on
partnerships with the pri-
vate sector to improve the

ol

delivery of public services.

Members of the del-
egation discussed the prac-
tical application of artificial
intelligence to address
Pakistan’s key challenges.

During the meeting,
Minister of State Bilal bin
Saqib said that artificial in-
telligence was no longer a
future concept for Pakistan
but a golden opportunity of
the present and the govern-
ment was taking concrete
steps in this regard.

The meeting between
the prime minister and the
delegation reflected
Pakistan’s broader strategy
to promote digital transfor-
mation, foster innovation,
and pursue a long-term vi-
sion for technology-driven
public policy by engaging
institutional partners with
an international outlook,
the press release added.
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Mii

inister for Defence Khawaja Muhammad Asif along

with Information Minister Attaullah Tarar and Prime Minister’s Coordina-
tor for Information Ikhtiar Wali Khan addressing a news conference.

CM Bugti pushes women to the frontline
of reform, redefines policing in Balochistan

Independent Report
QUETTA: Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz
Bugti has declared that
women’s empowerment
lies at the heart of the pro-
vincial government’s reform
strategy, stressing that
equal opportunities for
women are a core policy
commitment rather than a
symbolic promise.

Addressing the de-
ployment of female police
officers to key posts across
the districts of the
Naseerabad Range, the
Chief Minister said that
meaningful and sustainable
development in Balochistan
cannot be achieved without
the full and active involve-
ment of women in all
spheres of life. He said the
government is pursuing
concrete and long-term ini-
tiatives to expand women’s
access to education, em-
ployment and social

progress.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti
stated that, as part of
broader efforts to empower
women and transform the
police into a more citizen-
friendly institution, female
police personnel have been
assigned important and re-
sponsible roles in police
stations throughout the
Naseerabad Range. He said
women officers are now
serving as complaint offic-
ers, deputy record officers,
computer operators and in
other administrative and
decision-making capacities.

He noted that follow-
ing these postings, female
officers have started play-
ing a proactive role in ad-
dressing issues faced by
women and the wider com-
munity, including cases of
domestic violence, leading
to faster response and a
noticeable rise in public
confidence in the police

system.

The Chief Minister
praised the Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Balochistan
and the Deputy Inspector
General of the Naseerabad
Range for initiating the
move, saying that fully uti-
lizing the capabilities of fe-
male officers would result
in improved policing stan-
dards, more effective ser-
vice delivery and enhanced
public facilitation. He said
the ongoing reforms are de-
signed to create a secure,
respectful and trust-based
environment in police sta-
tions for women and all
complainants, allowing citi-
zens to report grievances
without fear or hesitation.

Reaffirming  the
government’s resolve, Mir
Sarfraz Bugti said that provid-
ing equal opportunities for
women across every sector
remains a central element of
the govt’s wider vision.

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister and For-

eign Minister Ishaq Dar talking to Chinese Am-

bassador Jiang Zaidong.

Mustafa Kamal again
demands federal
takeover of Karachi

KARACHI (INP): MQM-
Pakistan leader and Federal
Minister for Health,
Mustafa Kamal, has once
again demanded that Karachi
be immediately placed un-
der federal control.

While speaking to the
media, Mustafa Kamal said
that an important city like
Karachi should not remain
under the control of what
he termed an incompetent
provincial government. He
stressed that Karachi
should be made part of the
federation without delay,
adding that the federal gov-
ernment can take control of
the city through a notifica-
tion and should do so un-
der Article 148 of the Con-
stitution.

Referring to the Gul
Plaza incident, he said that
people were martyred due
to negligence. “We called
the negligence and poor
performance at Gul Plaza
an act of oppression. If this

is the reaction to calling cru-
elty by its name, then I say
it again: Karachi must be
freed from their grip,” he
remarked, adding that the
Sindh government’s actions
had validated MQM’s
stance. Responding to a
question about the with-
drawal of security from
MQM-Pakistan leaders,
Mustafa Kamal said that
his own security had also
been withdrawn. “It makes
no difference to us whether
we have security or not.
They think they can scare
us by withdrawing security.
They have no right to rule
Karachi, and the Sindh gov-
ernment cannot silence our
voice through such ac-
tions,” he said. The federal
minister further stated that
nationalist groups chanting
slogans about breaking Pa-
kistan while standing on
highways are being pro-
vided security by the Sindh
government.

DPM stresses
sustained high
level engagement
with China

ISLAMABAD  (INP):
Deputy Prime Minister
Ishaq Dar has underscored
the importance of sustain-
ing momentum of high-level
exchanges and further
strengthening Pak-China
bilateral cooperation.

He was talking to Chi-
nese Ambassador Jiang
Zaidong in Islamabad to-
day.

Both sides discussed
bilateral issues of mutual
interest and exchanged
views on evolving regional
and international develop-
ments.

Seven dead,
several hurtin
Chaghi accident

CHAGALI (APP): At least
seven people were killed
while four others were in-
jured in a fatal road accident
that occurred in Chaghi,
Balochistan, in the wee
hours of Tuesday.

According to rescue
authorities, the accident
occurred near the Yak Mach
area on the Pak-Iran RCD
Road, private news chan-
nels reported. The incident
claimed the lives of seven
people, including women
and children and left sev-
eral others critically
wounded.

Police and rescue
teams promptly reached
the scene and transferred
the deceased and injured to
a local hospital.

LONDON: A delegation of experts of Artificial Intelligence met with Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif, last week.

No military operation being
carried out in Tirah Valley: Asif

KP govt spokesperson harps on baseless narrative
regarding Khyber district migration: Tarar

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Defence
Khawaja Muhammad Asif
on Tuesday categorically
stated that no military op-
eration was being carried
out in Tirah Valley, terming
the migration of people a
routine and seasonal pro-
cess due to harsh weather
and snowfall.

Addressing a press
conference along with Min-
ister for Information and
Broadcasting Attaullah
Tarar and Prime Minister’s
Coordinator for Informa-
tion Ikhtiar Wali Khan, the
defence minister said,
“There has been no opera-
tion in Tirah Valley for
many years. These are all
assumptions.”

He said that it was
strategically decided that
intelligence-based opera-
tions (IBOs) were more ef-
fective than large-scale op-
erations, adding that the
armed forces had stopped
such operations years ago
in favour of IBOs.

Khawaja Asif said that

IBOs would continue to
eliminate the menace of ter-
rorism from the country’s
soil. He said that every year
around 60 to 65 percent of
the population migrates to
other areas due to severe
weather conditions and
heavy snowfall, a practice
that has continued for de-
cades and even over the
past century.

The minister clarified
that the armed forces de-
ployed in the area had no
role in the displacement.
“This is an arrangement
between the local jirga and
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
government,” he said.

He said that the KP
government had approved
a relief package of Rs4 bil-
lion for the people of Tirah
Valley who migrate season-
ally.

Coming down hard on
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
government, Defence Min-
ister Khawaja Muhammad
Asif'said the provincial gov-
ernment was trying to pass
its failure to others, includ-

ing the army.

He said there was a
complete absence of civil-
ian law enforcement agen-
cies and public service in-
stitutions in Tirah, adding
that the area lacked police
stations, schools and hos-
pitals.

The minister said it
had been agreed between
the provincial government
and the local jirga that hos-
pitals, police stations and
girls’ schools would be es-
tablished in Tirah Valley.

Asif said the jirga in
Tirah held meetings on De-
cember 11, 21 and 31 last
year on the matter. “This
jirga was constituted many
years ago and all 24 of its
members are on board.
Now, in the presence of the
jirga and the notification is-
sued by the KP govern-
ment, where does the mili-
tary come into this?” he
questioned.

He said hemp was be-
ing cultivated over more

Continued on page 2

GWADAR: Federal Minister for Planning, Development & Special Initia-
tives Professor Ahsan Igbal inaugurates new block of GDA Pak-China Friend-
ship Hospital. Provincial Minister for Health Bakht Muhammad Kakar and
DG GDA Moinur Rehman are also present.

Pak-China friendship hospital emerges
as healthcare hub for Mekran: Ahsan

Inaugurates new diagnostic block at GDA
Pak-China Friendship Hospital

GWADAR (APP): Federal
Minister for Planning and
Special Initiatives Ahsan
Igbal visited the GDA Pak-
China Friendship Hospital
in Gwadar, which is being
operated by the Indus Hos-
pital and Health Network,
and inaugurated the
hospital’s newly con-
structed Diagnostic Block.

During the visit, Head
of Campus Dr Affan
Faiqzada briefed the federal

minister on the hospital’s
operations and services.

He informed that the
hospital is currently pro-
viding free, modern
healthcare facilities to ap-
proximately 1,100 to 1,200
patients daily, including free
medicines, laboratory tests,
radiology services, and
complimentary meals for
admitted patients.

He further shared that
plans are under consider-

ation for future expansion
of the hospital, including
the establishment of a medi-
cal college, nursing college,
and multiple specialty de-
partments to further
strengthen healthcare ser-
vices in the region.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Ahsan Igbal empha-
sized that the vision of the
China-Pakistan Economic

Continued on page 2

FCCP upholds super
tax, strikes down parts
of high court rulings

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Federal Constitutional
Court of Pakistan has an-
nounced its verdict in mul-
tiple cases related to the
Super Tax and the Income
Tax Ordinance, rejecting all
objections regarding the
maintainability of the peti-
tions and affirming that Par-
liament holds full constitu-
tional authority to impose
taxes on income.

The court ruled that
Section 4(b) of the Income
Tax Ordinance will remain
in force from Tax Year 2015
onward, while High Court

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan being briefed
Initiative during a meeting.

decisions concerning Sec-
tion 4(c) have been partially
set aside. The ruling is ex-
pected to generate a finan-
cial benefit of more than
Rs300 billion for the fed-
eral government.

Abench headed by the
Chief Justice dismissed all
petitions filed in connection
with the Super Tax imposed
in 2015 and 2022. The court
reiterated that taxation, in-
cluding the determination of
tax rates, slabs, and income
thresholds, falls exclusively

Continued on page 2

Civil servants
not bound to
obey illegal
orders: SC

ISLAMABAD (INP): Su-
preme Court Justice
Hashim Kakar remarked on
Tuesday in the OGDCL
recruitment case that if the
prime minister issues ille-
gal orders, civil servants are
not bound to comply with
them.

A three-member bench
of the Supreme Court,
headed by Justice Hashim
Kakar, heard the case re-
garding illegal recruitments
in OGDCL (Oil and Gas
Development Corporation

Continued on page 2

multiple Kalashnikov rifles,

President reaffirms
commitment to
tolerance, coexistence

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister of Tolerance and
Coexistence of the United
Arab Emirates Sheikh
Nahyan bin Mubarak Al
Nahyan, Tuesday, called
on President Asif Ali
Zardari in Abu Dhabi.

The meeting under-
scored the importance of
promoting dialogue,
inclusivity, and peaceful
coexistence.

President Zardari paid
tribute to the visionary lead-
ership of Sheikh Mohamed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan and
lauded the UAE’s national
vision of tolerance and hu-
man fraternity, noting that
it has positioned the coun-
try as a leading global ex-
ample of harmony among
diverse communities.

First Lady Bibi Aseefa

Bhutto Zardari, MNA;
Chairman People’s Party,
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari,
Federal Minister for Inte-
rior and Narcotics Control,
Syed Mohsin Naqvi and
Pakistan’s Ambassador to
the UAE were also present,
President Secretariat Media
Wing said in a press release.
The president appre-
ciated the UAE’s success in
fostering unity and mutual
respect among over 200 na-
tionalities as a compelling
model of social cohesion.
He also noted that
these values strongly reso-
nated with Pakistan’s own
commitment to interfaith
harmony, social inclusion
and respect for cultural and
religious diversity, as en-
shrined in its constitution
and societal traditions.

ABU DHABI: President Asif Ali Zardari haking
hands with H.E. Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al
Nahyan, UAE Minister of Tolerance and Coexistence.

Judicial reforms focus on
citizen-centric and sustainable
justice delivery, CJP Afridi

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Chief Justice of Paki-
stan on Tuesday engaged
delegations from multiple
bar associations as part of
a broader stakeholder out-
reach initiative aimed at ad-
vancing judicial reforms and
improving access to justice.
Delegations from the
Rawalpindi High Court Bar
Association, Tehsil Bar As-
sociation Kabal (Swat), and
Mohmand Bar Association,
Mohmand District, met the
Chief Justice at the Su-
preme Court to discuss re-
form priorities and profes-
sional capacity-building.
Representatives of the
Rawalpindi High Court Bar
Association briefed the
Chief Justice on their wel-
fare initiatives, including the
establishment of a welfare
fund to support medical
treatment and educational
assistance for families of
deceased lawyers. The

Chief Justice appreciated
the initiative and com-
mended the Bar’s commit-
ment to transparency and
social responsibility.

Meanwhile, delega-
tions from Kabal and
Mohmand highlighted the
need for enhanced facilities,
including e-libraries, solar-
powered infrastructure,
and women facilitation
centers, to strengthen legal
services in their respective
regions. In response, the
Chief Justice informed the
delegations about ongoing
Continuing Legal Education
programs being conducted
through the Federal Judicial
Academy. He also an-
nounced a special one-week
training program for law-
yers from newly merged
districts to strengthen their
legal capacity. The Chief
Justice further shared up-
dates on ongoing judicial
reforms.

Six militants

eliminated in

Pishin operation, heavy
weapons recovered

Independent Report
QUETTA: A targeted secu-
rity operation in Pishin has
successfully neutralized six

and a large cache of ammu-

nition and explosives from

the terrorists” hideout.
DG CTD confirmed

i s
terrorists, including the no-
torious Sanaullah, officials
announced at a joint press
briefing. The deceased were
reportedly involved in se-
rious offenses such as mur-
der, attempted murder, and
kidnapping for ransom.

Director  General
CTD Balochistan, Aitezaz
Ahmed Goraya, stated that
the operation was based on
verified intelligence about
the presence of armed mili-
tants in the area. Ten CTD
personnel sustained minor
injuries during the engage-
ment but are now in stable
condition. Authorities re-
covered a rocket launcher,

=W .

that the slain militants had
connections with banned
organizations, with efforts
ongoing to apprehend other
members of the group.
“Wherever necessary, the
CTD will take decisive ac-
tion,” he affirmed. Shahid
Rind, Advisor to the Chief
Minister of Balochistan,
emphasized at the press con-
ference: “Those who resort
to violence will be confronted
with the same force.”

The operation under-
scores the provincial
government’s sustained
commitment to combating
terrorism and safeguarding
the lives and property of
citizens.
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Maryam approves setting up of Stroke
Management Centres in all districts

LAHORE (INP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif has approved
the establishment of Stroke
Management Centres in
every district of the prov-
ince to ensure timely and
effective treatment for
stroke patients.

The chief minister has
given in-principle approval
for the deployment of neu-
rologists and paediatric
neurologists at all DHQ
hospitals. In addition, one
doctor and one nurse from
each district will be pro-

vided three months of
specialised stroke manage-
ment training on an urgent
basis. Maryam Nawaz also
directed the immediate
launch of a telemedicine
project for stroke patients,
enabling doctors at district
hospitals to seek instant
guidance from specialists
and consultants via tele-
phone for emergency treat-
ment. The chief minister or-
dered the initiation of a
nurses’ training programme
for stroke management cen-
tres and the launch of a pub-

lic awareness campaign on
stroke prevention and
timely treatment. She
stressed the critical impor-
tance of “golden hours” in
stroke care and said she
would personally lead the
awareness campaign.

She further announced
that stroke management
centres will also be estab-
lished in every children’s
hospital across Punjab,
adding that no patient
should be forced to travel
to major cities for treat-
ment.

PM laptop scheme connects
students of backward areas
to digital world: Mugam

SWABI (APP): Federal
Minister for Kashmir Af-
fairs, Gilgit-Baltistan and
SAFRON Amir Mugam, on
Tuesday said the Prime
Minister’s laptop scheme has
connected students across
the country, especially those
from backward areas of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to
modern education and the
digital world.

Addressing a laptop
distribution ceremony at
the University of Swabi as
chief guest, the federal min-
ister said that youth are the
nation’s most valuable as-
set and the guarantors of
Pakistan’s bright future.

He expressed pride
and happiness over inter-
acting with students, call-
ing such gatherings a sym-
bol of hope and progress for
the country.

Mugam paid tribute to
Prime Minister
Muhammad  Shehbaz

Sharif for his visionary lead-
ership, stating that the pre-
mier has always placed
youth at the center of na-
tional development.

He termed the PM’s
laptop scheme a revolution-
ary initiative that is em-
powering students with ac-
cess to technology and
modern learning tools.

2
LAHORE: Punjab Chlef Mini

ster Maryam Nawaz Sharif presides over the

SAU hosts
under-17-19
Sindh wrestling

championship

HYDERABAD (APP):
Under the auspices of
Sindh Agriculture Univer-
sity (SAU), Tandojam and
in collaboration with the
Pakistan Army and the Pa-
kistan Wrestling Federa-
tion, the Under-17 and Un-
der-19 Sindh Wrestling
Championship was suc-
cessfully held at the
university’s Mir Qaim Ali
Khan Talpur Sports Com-
plex.

According to the SAU
spokesperson, the event
witnessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation from young wres-
tlers representing Karachi,
Hyderabad, Mirpurkhas.

special meeting to establish Stroke Management Centre.

TENDER NOTICE

The Chief Officer Municipal Committee Barkhan invites bids from
Eligible Bidders for execution of following works for the Year 2025-26
based on Composite schedule rates 2023 on Percentage Rates.
Bid Security 2% of Estimated cost and Tender Fee Rs. 1000/
for each work.

<2

S# Description ofwork E/Cost

1 Construction of Black Top Road One (01) Kmat 11,000,000
Saddar Bazar Barkhan. TSE-252601958843

2.Construction of PCC street &side drainsatWard 18,500,000

No.1&2MCBarkhan. TSE-252601958853
3. Repair & Renovation of Municipal Committee Office 4,000,000
Barkhan. TSE-252601958863

4. Repair & Renovation of S.P Office Barkhan. 2,500,000
TSE-252601958873
5.Construction of PCC streetat Ward No. 3,4 &5 23,144,000

MC Barkhan. TSE-252601958883

Procurements shall be made under the Balochistan Public
Procurement Rules — 2014. ELIGIBILITY OF BIDDERS: All
mandatory requirements are mentioned in Bidding documents for
qualifying the eligibility criteria. PROCEDURE OF PROCUREMENT:
Single stage - One envelope bidding procedure. BID SECURITY:
The bids must accompany Bid Security in the form of Bank
Gurantee, Deposit at Call of 2 % specified above in the name of the
under-signed from a scheduled bank. TENDER DOCUMENTS: The
bidding documents can be obtained from the office of the under-
signed 1,000 PKR deposited in A/C 5520-8 NBP Barkhan.
ISSUANCE OF TENDER DOCUMENTS: From the date of
publication of NIT to 12 February, 2026 during office hours on
working days. LAST DATE OF BID SUBMISSION: The Tenders
must be submitted latest by 12 February, 2026 til 11:00 AM.
TENDER OPENING: All tenders will be opened on same day at the
office of the under signed at 12:00 PM ADDRESS: Municipal
Committee Barkhan Phone No. 0332-3515770
Email: muhammadjaved647272@gmail.com

CHIEF OFFICER
AB No.765/27-01-2026 Municipal Committee Barkhan

v @dpr_gob (9 dprgob § @d

%y www.dpr.gob.pk.

1 Construction of Sewerage Line, Tuff Tiles, B/T
Roads, Drains at various Mohalla of Loralai City.
TSE-252601958653

90,000,000

TENDER NOTICE £®5

The Assistant Director Local Government Loralai invites bids from
Eligible Bidders for execution of following works Under BSDI for the
Year 2025-26 based on Composite schedule rates 2023 on
Percentage Rates. Only electronic bid will be submitted, No physical
bid is required. Bid Security 3% and Tender Fee Rs. 2000/- for
eachwork

Procurements shall be made under the Balochistan Public
Procurement Rules — 2014. ELIGIBILITY OF BIDDERS: Presence
in Active Tax Payer List. The bidding firm must not be blacklisted by
any procuring agency of Pakistan. Balochistan Revenue Authority
Registration is required. The bidder must have completed 3
Assignment of similar nature of work. Turnover of at least 63,000,000
PKR Amount in 3 subsequent previous years showing financial
capacity of the firm. All bidder participates in bids must provide
undertaking on Non Judicial Stamp paper that they will perform the
work accordance with Contact agreement and specifications
provided in PC-1/Estimate. Pursuant to sub-Clause 43.1 of the

Pak-China..

Continued from page 1

Corridor (CPEC) is not lim-
ited to port and highways
alone, but places equal im-
portance on human devel-
opment sectors such as
health and education. He
said that the GDA Pak-
China Friendship Hospital
is a practical manifestation
of this broader vision.

The federal minister
noted that the hospital has
emerged as a modern and
reliable healthcare facility
not only for the people of
Gwadar but for the entire
Makran Division. He de-
scribed the institution as a
strong symbol of Pak-
China friendship, coopera-
tion, and public welfare,
highlighting the significance
of CPEC-related projects
aimed at improving human
well-being. Praising the
hospital’s quality medical
services, effective adminis-
trative system, and people-
friendly approach, Ahsan
Igbal said that providing
world-class healthcare fa-
cilities in a remote area like
Gwadar is a highly com-
mendable achievement. He
expressed hope that the
hospital would continue to
serve the public with the
same commitment and high
standards in the future.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of the National Accountability Bureau, Lt. General
(R) Nazir Ahmed calls on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

FCCP upholds super..

Continued from page 1

within Parliament’s consti-
tutional mandate, and the
judiciary is not authorized
to interfere in fiscal policy.

During earlier hear-
ings, counsel for the Rev-
enue Division, Hafiz Ahsan
Ahmed Khokhar, pre-
sented detailed arguments
asserting that courts are
empowered only to inter-
pret tax laws, not to rewrite
them or invalidate their ef-
fectiveness. He emphasized
that the Revenue Division
operates as an autonomous
body under the Rules of
Business 1973 and has full
legal authority to file ap-
peals and pursue litigation
without requiring consulta-
tion with the Ministry of
Law or the Attorney
General’s Office.

The counsel further
argued that all appeals filed
by the Secretary Revenue
Division, the Federal Board
of Revenue (FBR), and the
Commissioner, Inland Rev-
enue were fully maintain-
able under Article 99 of the
Constitution, the Rules of
Business 1973, and relevant
provisions of the Income
Tax Ordinance.

Hafiz Ahsan also
maintained that Section 4©
constitutes an independent
charging provision and does

not amount to double taxa-
tion. He clarified that the
Super Tax is not applied
retrospectively and that tax
liability arises only upon
the filing of returns, mean-
ing it does not affect com-
pleted transactions.

The court was in-
formed that Super Tax does
not apply to Modarabas,
mutual funds, or benevolent
funds, and that existing sec-
tor-specific tax exemptions
will continue. Regarding the
oil and gas sector, the court
accepted the position that
companies may seek relief
through appropriate legal
forums if they believe they
qualify for specific exemp-
tions.

Agreeing with the
Revenue Division’s argu-
ments, the Federal Consti-
tutional Court ruled that the
High Courts had exceeded
their constitutional author-
ity by “reading down” Sec-
tion 40.

The court reaffirmed
that fiscal policy decisions,
including tax structures and
financial measures, lie
solely within Parliament’s
jurisdiction.

All petitions challeng-
ing the Super Tax have been
dismissed, and the disputed
High Court rulings have
been declared partially
void.

CORRIGENDUM

The tender notice published in daily newspaper on January 22, 2026
(Reference No. PRQ 3364/21-01-2026) the deadline for submitting
the tenders (TSE-252601949853, TSE-252601949823, TSE-
252601949773, TSE-252601949763, TSE-252601949753, TSE-
252601949623, TSE-252601949553) have been extended to
February 6th, 2026. This extension is due to the public holiday for
Kashmir Day. All other terms and conditions of the tender remain the
same.

Executive Engineer -Roads
CWPP& H Department, District
Duki
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Civil servants..
Continued from page 1

Limited). The court di-
rected the lawyers to come
prepared for the case.

The counsel for NAB
(National Accountability
Bureau) stated that former
minister Anwar Saifullah
had asked the Chairman of
OGDCL to issue appoint-
ment letters. According to
him, the recruitment pro-
cess should have been car-
ried out through advertise-
ments. Justice Kakar re-
marked that this is not a
monarchy where orders are
simply issued, adding that
there is overstaffing in ev-
ery government institution.
Justice Salahuddin Panhwar
said that the public asks
ministers for jobs. The
NAB counsel submitted
that the minister’s princi-
pal staff officer had writ-
ten that there was parlia-
mentary pressure regarding
the jobs. The counsel
stated that if civil servants
refuse to follow such or-
ders, they may face serious
consequences.

PM Shehbaz commends
NAB'’s transformation

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad  Shehbaz

Sharif, Tuesday, formally
reviewed National Account-
ability Bureau’s perfor-
mance and appreciated its
transformation into a tech-
nology-driven institution.

He praised the integra-
tion of modern technolo-
gies, including the use of
artificial intelligence in in-
vestigations.

Chairman National
Accountability Bureau
(NAB), Lieutenant General
® Nazir Ahmed, called on
him at the PM’s House, and
presented NAB annual re-
port for the year 2025.

Deputy Prime Minis-

ter and Foreign Minister
Mohammad Ishaq Dar was
also present during the
meeting, PM Office Media
Wing said in a press release.

The prime minister
also commended NAB’s e-
Office framework, which
aligned with the
government’s broader goals
of austerity and transpar-
ency.

The prime minister
further appreciated NAB’s
focus on public service de-
livery.

He reaffirmed the
government’s commitment
to supporting NAB’s pro-
fessional independence and
its mission to safeguard na-
tional resources.

No military..
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than 12,000 acres in Tirah,
adding that each acre gener-
ated profits ranging from
Rs3 million to Rs3.5 mil-
lion. He said hemp had
multiple uses, including in
medicines, construction
material and bricks.

The minister said,
“Hemp is cultivated there
and the proceeds either go
to politically connected in-
dividuals or the TTP. We
have initiated measures to
stop this so that local
people benefit and schools
and hospitals can be built.”

He said the federal
government was ready to
provide full assistance to
the provincial government
for the welfare and devel-
opment of the people.

Replying to a ques-
tion, the minister said the
intensity of terrorism had
increased in recent years

following the Taliban’s re-
turn to power in Afghani-
stan. He said many armed
forces personnel had been
martyred, while many ter-
rorists had also been elimi-
nated. He said that Pakistan
had made five sincere at-
tempts, but the Taliban gov-
ernment was not willing to
give guarantees to stop the
infiltration of terrorists into
Pakistan. Meanwhile, Fed-
eral Minister for Informa-
tion and Broadcasting
Attaullah Tarar on Tuesday
said the migration of tribes
from District Khyber dur-
ing the winter is a historical
norm, rejecting the “base-
less narrative” peddled by
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
government spokesperson.

Prime Minister’s Co-
ordinator for Information,
Ikhtiar Wali, the minister
emphasized that the Afridi
and Aka Khel tribes have a
unique lifestyle.

JAKARTA: Chairperson Balochistan Commission on the status of Women
(BCSW) Kiran Baloch in a group photo with delegation of UN Women.
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complainants.

following manner:

Khuli Ki

situated at Shahra-e-Gulistan Road, Quetta Cantt

In compliance to the instructions of the Chairman, NAB (Balochistan) holds
Open Court (Khuli Kachehri) on the last Thursday of every month for inviting
complaints from general public regarding mega financial scams in
Balochistan province. The Director General NAB (B) personally listens to the
complainants. therein. This time, the Open Court will be organized on 29™

ursd
d at Shahra-e-Gulistan Road
are required to provide following information in their complaints:
1. Name with parentage.
2. Copyof Computerized National Identity Card.
3. Complete Postal Address.
4. Thumb Impression / Signature
5. Contact Information: Cell/ Landline number / E-mail
As per the revised SOP for complaints, NAB will no longer proceed on
anonymous complaints. Only verified complaints which are within the
purview of NAB will be dealt with, according to the law. NAB (B) will proceed
on such complaints after obtaining affidavit on stamp paper from the

at 11:00am to 01:00

The general public is informed that complaint can be lodged with NAB in the

1. Bypost/inperson at NAB office Shahra-e-Gulistan Road Quetta Cantt.
2. Through E-mail balochistan@nab.gov.pk
3. Bypost/inperson at NAB complaints office situated at DC
office, Anscombe Road, Quetta.
4 Through an Open Court while meeting with Director General (last
Thursday of every month).
For more information, please contact Regional Complaint Cell NAB
(Balochistan) on following numbers: 081-9203614, 081-9203468.

uetta Cantt

at NAB (Balochistan
Applicants

TENDER NOTICE

The Executive Engineer Buildings Zhob invites a sealed Tender/Bid for execution of various
development works under the scheme on from eligible contractors/firm with the Bid Security @ 2% of
estimated cost in shape of Call Deposit (Refundable). The non-refundable Tender Form Fee Rs.1500/-
for each tender to be deposited in any National Bank of Pakistan Branch situated in Balochistan
Province through Green Bank Challan in a head of account (C02716) (verified by the District Accounts

£

General Condition of contract, the work shall be completed on or
before the dated stated i.e 30 June, 2026. The bid must accompany
a power of Attorney issued by the authorized rep ive of the

firm having the name & CNIC of the person to whom Power of
Attorney has been issued, on behalf of the Firm etc. The bidder must
have completed at least 3 assignments of specific nature.
PROCEDURE OF PROCUREMENT: Single Stage Two Envelope
Bidding Procedure BID SECURITY: The bids must accompany Bid
Security in the form of Bank Gurantee, Deposit at Call of 3 %
specified above in the name of the under-signed from a scheduled
bank. TENDER DOCUMENTS: The NIT & Bidding Document can be
obtained electronically from www.bppra.gob.pk ISSUANCE OF
TENDER DOCUMENTS: Complete Bidding Document can be
viewed at www.bppra.gob.pk LAST DATE OF BID SUBMISSION:
Bid can only be submitted electronically latest by 11 February, 2026
ill 11:00 AM through supplier dashboard. TENDER OPENING: All
tenders will be opened on same day 11 February, 2026 at 12:00 PM
on EPPS System. ADDRESS: Office of the Assistant Director Local
Government Loralai Phone no: 0824410886
Email: mkaleemsadigrd@gmail.com

Assistant Director
Local Govt. Department

Loralai

@ dprgob _§ @dgprbalochistan

PRQ No.3487/27-01-2026

>.pk

» @dpr_gob

Application for issuance  of
Lo of  Admintstration /
Stceossion  Coruncate

irshad begum with regards to|

assets of deceased mitha khan
numbe:

ahmed(son) a

X
rehan(son) 7

akhtar(daughter)
rezwana(daughter)  ©n

Ipubllcancn of this notice.

PID(1)6187/25 \‘
URAAN

quetta Procedure Of Procurement: Single Stage Two Envelope
Bidding Procedure Bid Security: The bids must accompany Bid
Security in the form of Deposit at Call of 2 % specified above in the
name of the under-signed from a scheduled bank. Tender
Documents: The NIT & Bidding Document can be obtained
electronically from www.bppra.gob.pk Issuance of tender
Documents: Complete Bidding Document can be viewed at
www.bppra.gob.pk Last Date of bid submission: Bid can only be
submitted electronically latest by 12 February, 2026till 11:00 AM
through supplier dashboard. Tender opening: All tenders will be
opened on same day at 12:00 PM on EPPS System Address:
Brewery Road, QuettaPhone no: 0819213092Fax no: 0819213094
Email: proc@bipbs.gob.pk

Executive Director
BALOCHISTAN INSTITUTE OF
PSYCHIATRY & BEHAVIOURAL
PRQ No.3490/27-01-2026 SCIENCE QUETTA

v @dpr_gob (g dpr.gob [§ @dgprbalochistan

%y www.dpr.gob.pk.

Application for issuance of| Ofﬁcer)

:s;';hz;s;;:, lAdcr:E:;cE-Z:c: .:y’ G] Name of Workis Estimated Date of bid
Unammad Isa with regards 1o Codt oo
assets of deceased Hashima 1| DETAILED ESTIMATE FOR REPAIR AND RENOVATION GOVT: BOYS | 10000000 10022026

DEGREE COLLEGE, GIRLS DEGREE COLLEGE AND GPS SABAKZAI AT
DISTRICT ZHOB . TSE-252601955383
runammad.  matbromer TENDER NOTICE ) 2 | DETALED ESTIMATE FOR REPAR AND RENOVATION GBHS | 10000000 10-02:2026
e e et e} YASEENZAI, GBPS HUSSAIN NIKKA, GHS LILLI TORA DERGA AND GPS
romons o e s aros|| | | The BALOCHISTAN INSTITUTE OF PSYCHIATRY D e e o s oo
ora Cimitod. Any. aggriovad el -
porson " may ~approacn ] | | | SBEHAVIOURAL SCIENCE QUETTA inviles bids from eligible NASARABAD, GPS BEHLOL KILLI, GBHS KILLI HAZRAT SAB, GBS KILLI
Submission of objection (f any) Bidders for supply of following items. TSE-252601957792 Only HAIBAT KHAIL GUSTOI AND GBPS KILL| SHER GHALI RAKHPORH AT
et o i o> 21" electronic bid will be submitted, No physical bid is required. DISTRICT ZHOB. TSE-262601955443
m Note: In All Procurements of GOB Whether Through Electronic 4 | CONSTRUCTION OF ADDITONL ROOMS GBPS BAT PAREZA 10000000 10-02-2026
or Manual Bid Submission, It is Mandatory For All Bidders to DY D GGPS NAREZA! AT DISTRICT ZHOB . TS&
[FECEnEeNSTIicEN] | | | et R d At Electronic Public P System of T
9 y 5| CONSTRUCTION OF COMUTER LAB AT GBHS (MODEL) ZHOB TSE- | 10000000 10022026
ceeer zoins, =) || BPPRAGOB. TenderFee 1,000PKR o (MODEL)
Shutam Taima win regards 1o | | 'SINo_ Class of Object Bid Security 6 | CONSTRUCTION OF IT LAB AT GOVT: BOYS DEGREE COLLEGE ZHOB | 10000000 10022026
e o decaased Tanas knan o 5 TSE-252601955543
Ci25Tonrz01ms _naa " Tems 1 '(’1‘_‘;':::';:2:‘2?)%‘:322“;;“"5"6”‘Ma”ageme"t e 7 CONSTRUCTION OF IT LAB AT GOV GIRLS DEGREE COLLEGE ZHOB | 10000000 02%
Gootared as legal heirs. 1 d TSE-252601955573
halia”” Oaacony 2 aua Procurements shall be made under the Balochistan Public 8 | CONSTRUCTION OF IT LAB AT GGHSS ZHOB WILITA ZHOB TSE- | 10000000 10:02:2026
amammadieon & ameer Procurement Rules - 2014. Eligibility of Bidders: 3 Assignments of 252601955593
hanieon) 7. ahmea Knaneor Similar Nature and Complexity Worth PKR. 7,700,000 Million eachin 9 gﬁgmﬂﬂ%ﬂ3;#;2%}0?965’;&2"“%’”’ AND SCIENCE LAB | 10000000 10-02:2026
o tan tatm (Pt : e y
e above " apoicaton e Previous 03 Years Accumualted Turn over of atleast PKR.1 Million in - ..
= |r\v|lad°L A:EZZ?J;;:::::: 10000000 Subsequent Previous Years Presence in Active Tax Payer 1 2R5E2:A0|1R95/56l;|§|-|ﬁ OF BRC HOSTEL & MISSNG FACILITIES. TSE- 15000000 10:02:2026
person ihe_undersioned for List BRA Registration Certificate The bidding firm must not be 1| Fumture & Fixtures (Total ltem(s) Count: 3) TSE-252601956691 20000000 10-02-2026
witnin tourisen (14) days atter currently blacklisted by any procuring agency of Pakistan Joint 12 | DETAILED ESTIMATE FOR REPAIR AND RENOVATION OF DHQ AT | 11516800 10-02-2026
Venture is not Allowed The Bidder must havefunctional,corporate in DISTRICT ZHOB. TSE-262601955933

D The bidding d

Phone no: 3013763038

PRQ No.3494/27-01-2026

s www.dpr.gob.pk.

Procurements shall be made under BPP Rules 2014. Eligibility of Bidders: Eligibility of
Bidders:Presence in Active Tax Payer List The bidding firm must not be blacklisted by any procuring
agency of Pakistan Balochistan Revenue Authority Registration is required The bidder must have
completed 3 Assignment of similar nature of work Turn over of at least 7,000,000 PKR Amount in3
subsequent previous years showing financial capacity of the firm 3 Work Order and completion certificate
Method of Procurement: Single Stage-Two Envelope Procedure. Bid Security: The bids must
accompany Bid Security (2%) in the form of Call Deposit or Bank Guarantee (Bank's certificate is
mandatory) of amount specified above in the name of the under-signed from a scheduled bank. Tender
1ts can be downloaded from BPPRA website. Bid Validity Period: 90
days Issuance of tender Documents: From the date of publication, during office hours of any working
day. Last Date of bid submission: The Tenders should be submitted till 11:00 AM Sharp at the office of
the undersigned. Tender opening: All tenders will be opened on same day at the office of the under-
signed at 12:00 PM. Address: Office the Executive Engineer Buildings Zhob

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER BUILDINGS
CWPP&H DEPARTMENT DISTRICT

ZHOB

@dgprbaloch
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NP slams state action against
protesters, accuses govt of
crushing democratic dissent

Independent Report
QUETTA: The National
Party has strongly de-
nounced the alleged use of
force, shelling and arrests
against political workers,
officials and employees
during joint protest rallies
organized by the All Par-
ties and Grand Alliance,
terming the actions a delib-
erate move to silence demo-
cratic expression.

In a statement issued
on Monday, the party’s
central spokesperson said
the so-called “Form-47
government” is attempting
to hide its political short-
comings by unleashing co-

ercive measures against
peaceful demonstrators. He
described the shelling of
protesters and what he
called arbitrary detentions
as a stark reflection of a fas-
cist approach adopted by
the current administration.
The spokesperson said that
the demands raised by the
Grand Alliance are legitimate
and firmly rooted in consti-
tutional rights. However, in-
stead of opting for serious
negotiations and construc-
tive engagement, the govern-
ment has chosen repression
and violence, a course he
said cannot be justified un-
der any circumstances.

Ziarat DC orders zero
tolerance for absent doctors
after midnight hospital check

Independent Report
ZIARAT: Deputy Commis-
sioner Ziarat Abdul Quddus
Achakzai has issued a stern
warning of strict disciplin-
ary action against doctors
and staff found absent or
negligent at Basic Health
Units (BHUs) in rural areas,
announcing that surprise in-
spections will be carried out
on aregular basis to improve
healthcare delivery. The
warning came during a late-
night, unannounced inspec-
tion of DHQ Hospital
Ziarat, where the deputy

commissioner reviewed the
attendance of doctors and
paramedical staff, inspected
hospital wards, and as-
sessed the availability of
medicines and essential
medical facilities. Assistant
Commissioner Ziarat Sajjad-
ur-Rehman accompanied
him during the visit.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Abdul Quddus
Achakzai said ensuring the
continuous and effective
functioning of health facili-
ties is a top priority of the
district administration.

QUETTA Commissioner Quetta Division Shahzalb Khan Kakar presides over the meeting to review
preparation Concept Papers.

Dr Rubaba hails appointment
of female police officers

Female officers take command roles in Naseerabad
range, marking breakthrough for women in policing

Independent Report
QUETTA: Adviser to Chief
Minister of Balochistan for
the Women Development
Department Dr. Rubaba
Khan Buledi on Tuesday
welcomed the induction of
female police officers into
key assignments across all
districts of the Naseerabad
Range, terming it a landmark
development in the
province’s policing history.

In a formal statement,
she voiced strong apprecia-
tion for the decision to place
women in crucial positions
including Complaint Offic-
ers, Deputy Moharrirs and
Computer Operators, say-
ing the move demonstrated

the provincial
government’s full confi-
dence in the competence,
integrity and professional-
ism of women officers.

Dr. Rubaba Khan
Buledi said the presence of
women in these roles would
significantly improve the
atmosphere at police sta-
tions, making them safer,
more respectful and more
supportive for women who
approach law enforcement
with complaints.

She observed that fe-
male police personnel are
particularly well placed to
handle delicate matters
such as domestic violence
cases and local disputes, as

they can engage with com-
plainants with heightened
sensitivity, understanding
and efficiency.

Highlighting  the
broader significance of the
initiative, she said it clearly
showed that the daughters
of Balochistan are fully ca-
pable of performing de-
manding public duties,
working alongside male col-
leagues in uniform to up-
hold law and order and serve
the community.

The Adviser praised
Chief Minister Balochistan
Mir Sarfraz Bugti for his
forward-looking approach,
describing the appoint-
ments as a concrete and

meaningful step toward
women’s empowerment in
the province.

She added that ensur-
ing equal opportunities for
women is central to the
government’s  reform
agenda, noting that such
measures would not only
strengthen the police force
but also enhance public
confidence in law enforce-
ment institutions.

Dr. Rubaba Khan
Buledi also acknowledged
the role of the IG Police
Balochistan and DIG
Naseerabad, commending
their efforts in translating
this progressive vision into
action.

NASIRABAD: Commissioner Nasirabad Salah-ud-Din Noorzai and other
officers inaugurates construction work of Circuit House.

Police SIs challenge
direct promotions of
levies officers in BHC

Independent Report
QUETTA: Sub-Inspectors
of Balochistan Police have
filed a constitutional peti-
tion in the Balochistan High
Court contesting the pro-
vincial government’s deci-
sion to directly promote
Levies personnel to the
rank of Police Inspector.

While the petitioners
expressed support for the
integration of Levies offic-
ers into the police, they
strongly objected to the
bypassing of seniority, ar-
guing that the move ham-
pers their career progression
and contravenes estab-
lished promotion rules.

Citing their educa-
tional qualifications—in-
cluding Master’s and
Bachelor’s degrees—and
extensive field experience in
investigations, operations,
and administrative duties,
the petitioners highlighted
that despite their compe-

tence, promotions have
been delayed. Many offic-
ers, even after nearly 18
years of service, have ad-
vanced only once—from
Assistant Sub-Inspector to
Sub-Inspector—whereas
regulations stipulate pro-
motion to DSP within 15
years.

The petition also
raised concerns that police
officers’ career advance-
ment has been systemati-
cally neglected compared to
other government depart-
ments. The direct elevation
of Levies officers to In-
spector and DSP ranks has
generated frustration, leav-
ing many officers with lim-
ited prospects of reaching
Superintendent of Police be-
fore retirement. The offic-
ers have requested the court
to annul the recent promo-
tions, implement a perma-
nent solution to the long-
standing promotion issues.

Police reaffirm
commitment to
combating crime
following attack

on constable

Independent Report
LORALAI: Deputy In-
spector General (DIG) of
Police Loralai Range, Junaid
Ahmed Sheikh, has reiter-
ated that police operations
against criminal elements
will continue without inter-
ruption, asserting that law
enforcement will not bow
to pressure or threats.

The DIG personally
visited Constable Dilawar
Khan at his home after the
officer was injured in a
shooting by unidentified
armed men last night in
Pathankot. During the visit,
DIG Sheikh met with the
constable and his family,
commended their courage,
and assured them of imme-
diate and top-quality medi-
cal care. Accompanying the
DIG were SSP Loralai
Malik Muhammad Asghar
Usman, SDPO Karim
Mandokhail.

QUETTA: A view of rainy weather in provincial capital.

PTI decries arrest of Jahangir
as open assault on democracy
and constitutional rights

Independent Report
QUETTA: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Balochistan Senior Provin-
cial Vice President and
noted tribal figure Syed
Sadiq Agha has sharply
criticized the arrest of the
party’s Provincial General
Secretary Jahangir Rind
along with other protesting
employees, terming it a
clear case of political vic-
timization and a serious
breach of fundamental hu-
man and political rights en-
shrined in the Constitution
of Pakistan.

In a statement issued
here, Syed Sadiq Agha said
that peaceful protest is a
constitutionally protected

right of every citizen, and
its suppression through
force casts grave doubts on
the credibility of the demo-
cratic system. He main-
tained that Jahangir Rind
was peacefully expressing
solidarity with employees
over their lawful and genu-
ine demands, adding that
speaking out on public is-
sues is not a crime but a
moral and political obliga-
tion of responsible leader-
ship. He said the detention
of an elected political of-
fice-bearer for highlighting
public concerns exposes
the government’s frustra-
tion and vindictive politics.
According to him, instead
of accommodating dissent,

criticism and public de-
mands, the present govern-
ment is resorting to exces-
sive force to silence politi-
cal workers, public repre-
sentatives and hardworking
employees, a practice he
described as wholly unac-
ceptable. Syed Sadiq Agha
warned that such actions
are weakening democratic
norms and steadily dimin-
ishing public confidence in
state institutions. He reit-
erated that PTI would con-
tinue to stand for the rights
of the oppressed, workers
and marginalized segments
of society and would not
tolerate political victimiza-
tion, injustice or oppression
in any form.

Quetta Commissioner demands
data-driven planning as depts push
to finalize development proposals

Independent Report
QUETTA: Commissioner
Quetta Division Shahzeb
Khan Kakar on Tuesday
presided over a high-level
meeting of concerned de-
partments to review
progress on the formulation
of concept papers for de-
velopment initiatives
across the division.

The session focused
on ensuring that concept
papers for both ongoing
and proposed projects are
comprehensive, practical
and detailed, enabling them
to effectively guide future
planning and decision-
making.

Director Implementa-

tion Quetta Division
Zahoor Ahmed, along with
officers from various de-
partments, participated in
the meeting and briefed the
forum on their respective
proposals.

Addressing the par-
ticipants, Commissioner
Quetta Division Shahzeb
Khan Kakar instructed all
departments to base their
proposals on credible data,
on-ground realities and
genuine public require-
ments, stressing that well-
prepared concept papers
are essential tools for
sound policymaking.

He noted that strong
and well-researched con-

cept papers facilitate swift
approval of projects while
also guaranteeing transpar-
ent and efficient use of pub-
lic resources.

Emphasizing inter-de-
partmental coordination,
the Commissioner urged all
departments to work
closely with one another
and ensure that the required
concept papers are com-
pleted and submitted within
the given timeframe.

During the meeting,
several departments pre-
sented their proposals,
while challenges faced dur-
ing preparation and pos-
sible remedial measures
were discussed in detail.

. / »
MUSAKHAIL Deputy Commlssnoner Abdul Razaq Khajjak presides over

the meeting of District Health Committee.

Commissioner Kalat
Division Launches
tree plantation drive

Independent Report
KHUZDAR: Dr. Tufail
Baloch, Commissioner of
Kalat Division, has called
for a large-scale and strate-
gically planned tree planta-
tion campaign in Khuzdar,
emphasizing that saplings
should be distributed ac-
cording to area size and
population density to maxi-
mize impact.

During a visit to the
Forest Department Nurs-
ery in Suni, Khuzdar, Dr.
Baloch, accompanied by
Deputy Commissioner
Abdul Razaq Sasoli, in-
spected the nursery facili-
ties and received a detailed
briefing from District For-
est Officer Owais Akbar

Zehri regarding the types,
quantities, and maintenance
of saplings.

The Commissioner
highlighted the critical role
of trees in combating envi-
ronmental pollution, miti-
gating global warming, regu-
lating local temperatures,
improving rainfall patterns,
and reducing the severity of
natural disasters. He
stressed the need to increase
sapling numbers to achieve
maximum coverage.

Dr. Baloch urged the
Forest Department to en-
gage the public, including
schools, government of-
fices, and local communi-
ties, ensuring the plantation
drive is executed effectively.

Excise Dept
announces key
transfers of
grade-19 officers

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Excise and
Taxation Department of
the Government of
Balochistan has issued a
notification detailing the
transfer and posting of
newly promoted Grade-
19 officers awaiting as-
signment.

As per the official or-
ders, Niaz Ahmed (BPS-
19) has been transferred
and appointed as Divi-
sional Director, Excise
and Taxation, Rakhshan
Division, while Abdul
Habib (BPS-19) will con-
tinue his responsibilities
as Divisional Director,
Excise and Taxation,
Naseerabad Division.

DC Musakhel pledges
full execution of govt
development agenda

Independent Report
MUSAKHEL: Deputy
Commissioner Musakhel
Abdul Razaq Khajjak has
reaffirmed the Balochistan
government’s commitment
to fully implementing its
development vision, em-
phasizing that public wel-
fare and ongoing projects
will remain
uncompromised.

The assurance came
during a meeting with Dis-
trict Chairman Alam Khan
Musakhel, attended by As-
sistant Commissioner
Najeebullah Kakar. The
District Chairman high-
lighted the need for strate-
gic planning to enhance the
quality of development ini-

tiatives, strict oversight of
all projects, and improve-
ments in health, sanitation,
and access to safe drinking
water.

He urged all depart-
mental district officers to
maintain regular attendance
to ensure citizens can ac-
cess justice and government
services directly, in line
with the provincial devel-
opment agenda.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Khajjak assured full
cooperation in executing
these directives. The Dis-
trict Chairman expressed
gratitude for the DC’s ef-
forts and extended best
wishes for continued
progress across the district.

CHAMAN:AC Chaman Imtiaz Ali Baloch reviews
road clearance operation on both sides of Kozak Top.

Naseerabad divisional
circuit house renovation
completed

Independent Report
NASEERABAD: The
renovation of the Divisional
Headquarters  Circuit
House in Dera Murad
Jamali has been success-
fully completed under the
special supervision of
Commissioner Naseerabad
Division, Salahuddin
Noorzai. The refurbish-
ment included complete in-
terior upgrades of rooms, as
well as renovation and beau-
tification of the lawn and
other residential areas.

The inauguration cer-
emony was attended by
Deputy Commissioners
Khalid Khan (Jaffarabad)
and Muhammad Ramadan

Palal (Usta Mohammad),
SSP Asad Nasir, Assistant
Commissioner Bahadur
Khan Khosa, Executive
Engineer B&R Abdul
Rehman Kakar, Assistant
Director Local Government
Ahmed Nawaz Jattak, and
other senior officials.
Commissioner
Noorzai described the reno-
vation as a critical priority
and pledged continued ef-
forts to further improve the
facility, ensuring high-qual-
ity services for visitors. He
emphasized that the Circuit
House is an important gov-
ernment property and that
all available resources were
utilized to upgrade it.

Balochistan braces
for snow and freezing
temperatures

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Regional
Meteorological Centre
Balochistan has forecast
light to moderate rain over
the next 12 hours across
several districts, accompa-
nied by snowfall in moun-
tainous regions. Areas
likely to be affected include
Quetta, Ziarat, Kalat,
Chaman, Pishin, Harnai,
Khanozai, Kan Mehterzai,
Muslim Bagh, Mastung,
Loi Band, Kila Abdullah,
Gulistan, and Dobandi.

Wednesday is ex-
pected to remain extremely
cold and mostly dry in
much of the province, with
night temperatures drop-

ping sharply. Quetta,
Ziarat, Chaman, Pishin,
Kila Abdullah, Kila

Saifullah, Mastung, and
Kalat could experience lows

between -5°C and -7°C,
with the coldest conditions
expected in the early morn-
ing hours.

Snowfall over the past
24 hours has been recorded
at 12.0 inches in Ziarat, 2.0
inches in Kalat, and in
Quetta at City (4.8 inches),
Brewery (2.8 inches), and
Saryab (0.5 inches). Rain-
fall measurements included
Noshki (17.0 mm),
Dalbandin (16.7 mm),
Jiwani (16.0 mm), Pasni
(16.0 mm), Zhob (12.0
mm), Gwadar (11.7 mm),
Kalat (11.0 mm), and vari-
ous areas of Quetta:
Sammungli (17.0 mm),
Saryab (12.8 mm), City
(11.0 mm), and Brewery
(9.0 mm). Light rainfall was
also observed in Chaman
(11.0 mm), Pishin (9.0 mm),
Turbat (8.6 mm).

QUETTA An aged man selling plastic pots to sup-
port family during winter season.

Gwadar’s Rs312.406m restoration project set to complete

ISLAMABAD (INP): A
mega pro_]ect to restore five
historical sites in Gwadar
city costing Rs312.406 mil-
lion is all set to be com-
pleted with original renova-
tion and landscaping under
the Gwadar Smart Port
City Master Plan 2026.
These historical sites
include Rest House
(Padhgo), Indo-European
Telegraph Office, the Por-
tuguese  Watchtower,
Omani Watchtower and the
Omani Fort. A GDA offi-
cial told Gwadar Pro that
the objective of this project
is to preserve the city’s an-
cient culture and historical

legacy, ensuring it is passed
on to future generations.

As part of the Gwadar
Old Town Restoration
Project, five significant his-
torical sites are ready to be
showcased to the public, he
added.

He said this initiative
not only guarantees the
preservation of the city’s
ancient culture but also
serves as an important ef-
fort to keep the remnants
of the past alive alongside
the city’s future develop-
ment.

This project will not
only boost local and inter-
national tourism but also

highlight the historical back-
ground of the city.

Under the project, the
old historical structure,
namely the Indo-European
Telegraph Office is being
conserved, which was es-
tablished in the 18™ cen-
tury. The old building was
initially built to house the
Indo-European Telegraph
Line offices. In the after-
math of the Great War of
Independence in 1857, the
Colonialists in order to over-
come their fear of isolation,
decided to connect England
with India by telegraph
lines. Restoration of Rest
House (Char Padago) car-

ries a profound importance
in Balochi culture.

Once Gwadar was
purchased by Pakistan, this
building was adopted for
various official uses.
Gwadar Development Au-
thority realizing the histori-
cal character of the building
decided to salvage the build-
ing, and put it to befitting
usage, for the promotion of
cultural heritage.

The Portuguese
Watchtower was built in the
16" century. The height and
location of the structure
shows that it was the tall-
est structure at that time,
and was located in the heart

of Gwadar. It was used to
protect the area from both
sides of the sea against the
invaders.

A huge basement area
of the structure shows that
it was used to store the
weapons or used as a
prison.

The Omani Watch-
tower was built in the 18"
century.

The watchtower was
built to protect the area
from the eastern side of the
Arabian Sea. It is located in
Shahi Bazar, which was fa-
mous as a center of trade,
according to Gwadar Pro
on Tuesday.

KOHLU: DIG Sibi Division Barkat Hussain Khoso alongwith SP Tayab Iqbal and DSP Sher Muhammad visitin Police Line.
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Overstayed welcome

It is about time the three
gentlemen took their leave.
The five-year terms of the chief
election commissioner and the
two members of the Election
Commission of Pakistan rep-
resenting Sindh and
Balochistan expired on Jan 26
last year, yet the trio continue
to serve well beyond their con-
stitutionally mandated terms.
This indefinite extension in
their tenures, secured
through a controversial con-
stitutional amendment, has
served no tangible national
good. It has, instead, become
a symptom of the deep, insti-
tutional rot in Pakistani de-
mocracy. However, with the
recent appointment of a new
opposition leader in the Na-
tional Assembly, who is not
only a stalwart of Pakistani
politics but could also prove a
much more reasonable
counterparty for this govern-
ment, there is an opportunity
to start the process afresh. It
could prove a test case for a
fresh start between the gov-
ernment and the opposition.

It is most unfortunate that
no substantive progress has
been made in filling these im-
portant constitutional posts in
the year since a reshuffle be-
came due. While the Consti-
tution envisaged fresh ap-
pointments within 45 days of
a vacancy arising, this govern-
ment, perhaps anticipating
difficulties dealing with a PTI
loyalist as opposition leader,
had introduced a provision in
the 26™ Amendment allowing
incumbents to continue in of-
fice till their successors were
appointed. This ‘convenience’
gradually became a constraint,
keeping stakeholders compla-
cent rather than pushing
them to take decisive action.
The extended delay this has
caused has only undermined
the ECP’s legitimacy at a time
when public trust in demo-
cratic institutions is already
rock bottom. Pakistan’s elec-
toral integrity depends on the
credibility and effectiveness of
the ECP. It plays a central role
not only in organising elec-
tions but also in safeguarding
the democratic process itself.

The constitutional mecha-
nism for appointing the CEC
and ECP members requires
meaningful consultations be-
tween the prime minister and
the leader of the opposition in
the National Assembly. With
a new leader of the opposition
formally notified, a procedural
obstacle that had been delay-
ing progress has been re-
moved. There is, therefore, no
justification for further pro-
crastination. The government
and opposition must restart
the appointment process with
urgency, transparency, and
good faith. Political bickering,
in the form of demands for
parliamentary committees or
providing widely divergent
nomination lists, should be
eschewed in favour of consen-
sus on candidates whose in-
tegrity, impartiality and ad-
ministrative competence are
beyond reproach. The ECP
must be reshaped on the ba-
sis of a broad political agree-
ment and respect for consti-
tutional procedure. To delay
this further will only allow nar-
ratives of institutional decay
and political manipulation to
take deeper root.

Arifa Noor

The young chief minister
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Sohail Afridi, is attracting
considerable attention,
since he has been cata-
pulted into this position.
Much of it has been be-
cause of the criticism di-
rected at him by those at
the centre, in Islamabad
and beyond. It turned him
from an unknown face
into an equal of sorts,
thanks to the very people
who targeted him. But,
along with this, his own
decisions to reach out to
the people have also got
him attention.

Since his ascension
to the post of chief min-
ister, he has travelled to
Lahore and Karachi in a
bid to mobilise people.
And while he did not
prove very successful in
Lahore, in Karachi and
Hyderabad he drew im-
pressive crowds for some-
one whose name was
barely known to people
outside the party a few
months ago. In Lahore,
while the people were
few, he still managed to
create enough of a spec-
tacle thanks to the antics
of the government there.

Before that, in Islamabad,
he made surprise visits to
markets to mingle with
those out and about.

In some ways, his
outreach to the people is
striking in this environ-
ment in which few are
making the effort to do
politics. The parties in
power are far too busy
roaming in byzantine cor-
ridors, enjoying their
plush surroundmg,s and
few of those outside in
the cold are relevant
enough to matter. And
while PTI continues to
tread around, eternally
confused, Afridi has ig-
nored the noise around
him and walked his own
path.

For instance, soon
after he became chief min-
ister, he spent some time
in Islamabad, meeting
groups of journalists,
from anchors to bureau
chiefs to reporters. And
while little of his interac-
tions were reported on
mainstream media, what
he said dominated
YouTube channels and
casual conversations in
the capital. His point of
view and that of the KP
government soon became
familiar to hacks in
Islamabad. It was quite an

Starring roles

effective communication
strategy.

This was then fol-
lowed by the trips to
other provincial capitals
to kick-start what he and
his colleagues call a
‘street movement’.

In some ways, his
approach also contrasts
with the approach of his
predecessor, a more tra-
ditional politician, who
too addressed jalsas and
rallies till the Nov 26
event in Islamabad. How-
ever, for Ali Amin
Gandapur, the rallies
never appeared to be more
than a sideshow as, from
all accounts, he thought
Imran Khan’s release
would be a result of ne-
gotiations he was carry-
ing out away from the
limelight.

Afridi, on the other
hand, is focusing on the
people; it could be argued
that he doesn’t have the
contacts to try and carry
out negotiations. Be that
as it may, it is still obvi-
ous that for a young poli-
tician and a relatively un-
known one, he has a way
with people. The ability
to go out in the crowds
and get them enthused is
something that hasn’t
been practised by many

outside of the few lead-
ers right at the top. Other
than party heads, most
politicians tend to stick
to their constituency and
rarely look beyond.

But it also has to be
said that Afridi can do
this because of circum-
stances peculiar to the
PTI. The party’s main
leader, Imran Khan, is be-
hind bars. Few of its se-
nior politicians are still
around and free; and be-
yond them, there is no
clear hierarchy within the
party. In addition, the
family is also not in a po-
sition to lead the party
publicly, because of
Khan’s own assertions
that his relatives will not
get involved in the PTI,
even if they are now al-
ways followed. This
means the chief minister
of KP (the only province
where the party is in
power) becomes a first
among equals. Gandapur
also enjoyed this legiti-
macy and so does Afridi
now.

And this gives him
an edge. It allows him to
lead interactions with the
press and the public.
Even though he is always
surrounded by his young
Turks while at a rally, or

during an interaction in a
room, he is the chief min-
ister, and few forget this.
But, to repeat, all of
this is possible because
Khan is behind bars and
incommunicado.
Consider the other
parties, where no one
other than the main fam-
ily leadership has the
space to dominate politi-
cal space. When Nawaz
Sharif was behind bars, it
was his political heir and
daughter who took to the
streets, not Hamza
Shehbaz, let alone others.
And Shehbaz Sharif
opted for the role that
Gandapur tried to play;
unlike the previous KP
chief minister, Sharif
proved to be successful,
far more than anyone
could have imagined.
Even now, if there is
one person whose cover-
age on television over-
shadows the prime
minister’s, it is Maryam
Nawaz in Punjab. This is
less so because of her of-
ficial position and more
because of her standing as
Nawaz Sharif’s daughter.
Contrast this with
the chief minister of
Sindh, Murad Ali Shah,
who has been around for
much longer. But he rarely

seeks the limelight or
coverage, for he is aware
that his position is safe
as long as he stays in the
shadows. He has to play
second fiddle to the party
leadership and he does.
Recently, when the party
held an event in Islamabad
to highlight the gover-
nance record of the Sindh
government, the entire
presentation was given
by Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari. The chief minis-
ter of the province sim-
ply spoke for a few min-
utes before giving way to
BBZ. Afridi, at the mo-
ment, doesn’t have to
play second fiddle. And
he is also proving that he
has the potential to reach
out to the people and be
effective in communicat-
ing with them. But will he
have the space to continue
taking such a prominent
position and role when
Khan is out of jail? For in
the past, most leaders
who led parties while the
main leader was in
trouble, didn’t last for
long, once the good times
returned. Consider the
fate of Javed Hashmi and
Amin Fahim. Will Afridi
end up like them? This
will be the real test for
Imran Khan and the PTI.

Be at the table,

Jawed Naqyvi

Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney finished
two significantly ground-
breaking visits to Beijing
and Davos last week and
they hold a message for
nations and leaders feel-
ing the heat from Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s in-
sulting and arrogant
behaviour with friend and
foe alike.

And while Carney
maintained his country’s
relations with the US
were multifaceted and far-
reaching, he was pleased
that his rare talks with
President Xi Jinping had
set up guardrails for
greater predictability in
bilateral relations and to
keep each other’s inter-
ests in mind. He also
clarified — perhaps to
avoid needlessly poking
Donald Trump in the eye
— that there hadn’t been
a free trade agreement
with Beijing even if thou-
sands of electric cars from
China would be plying
Canadian roads in the
coming days. And if this
riles the US, so be it.

Why is it so difficult
for Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, rep-
resenting a no less major
power, to speak up like

Carney? Holding the
BRICS presidency for
2026, Modi is required to
host a summit of its in-
creasingly powerful and
influential leaders in New
Delhi around August.
However, when Modi
does speak, he usually
speaks about a municipal
election his party would
win or has won, if he is
not otherwise threatenmg
to replace this or that op-
position government in
the coming state polls.

The last time one
heard him speak on a for-
eign policy issue from In-
dian soil was the threat he
made (unusually) in En-
glish in Bihar about
avenging the death of in-
nocent tourists in a terror
attack in Kashmir in April
last year. It resulted in
Operation Sindoor
against Pakistan, which
apparently served no pur-
pose other than to reveal
India’s shocking diplo-
matic isolation under
Modi’s watch.

Going by the claims
of Modi’s own preferred
media, he is a great
speaker, a charismatic
one, in fact. So why does
the prime minister of In-
dia get tongue-tied facing
Trump, whose presi-
dency he canvassed for in

2020, which for likelier
other reasons Trump lost.

In Davos, Carney
spoke even more boldly
about souring ties with
the US. He told the ruling
elites that the 80-year-old
world order under US
stewardship had rup-
tured and that there was
aneed to rearrange equa-
tions. The betterment of
humanity and protecting
its only known hospi-
table planet was para-
mount.

“We knew the story
of the international rules-
based order was partially
false, that the strongest
would exempt themselves
when convenient, that
trade rules were enforced
asymmetrically, and we
knew that international
law applied with varied
rigour, depending on the
identity of the accused or
the victim,” Carney’s
message was blunt. “Let
me be direct. We are in the
midst of a rupture, not a
transition.”

Carney’s address
was backed by the Ger-
man chancellor and was
followed by what seems
like a Europe-Canadian
pact to shun Donald
Trump’s self-promoted
Board of Peace for Gaza.
Its endorsement by lead-

or on the menu

ing Islamic states includ-
ing Pakistan, Egypt and
Turkiye makes it trickier
to fathom the true inten-
tions. Imagine the lot
working with Benjamin
Netanyahu who for his
own reasons has enrolled
himself aboard. It’s not
easy to see how Israel and
Pakistan could be in a
team that too in the name
of alleviating the suffer-
ing of Palestinian people!
India would have plunged
headlong for the plan, but
the unstated fear of being
seen in the company of
Pakistan has perhaps put
it in a spot.

Trump’s plan, in
any case, is widely seen
as a half-baked idea that
postures to tend to the
humanitarian pleas of the
victims of Israeli geno-
cide. It’s also hampered
by an even greater worry
that Trump may be see-
ing the body as a substi-
tute for the UN itself.

It’s in this context
that Carney’s call for a
new game plan for the
“middle powers” finds
traction, a group to which
India presumably belongs
as the world’s fourth larg-
est economy. The call
was to collectively nego-
tiate the jostling of Big
Powers, which impacts

everyone, including the
Global South. Thus,
Carney not only came
close to the BRICS ideal
of multipolarity, he sur-
passed it in his zeal to
locate a world without
nerve-wracking uncer-
tainties or any more
inbuilt inequalities with
the US.

What did Carney say
that melds with the agenda
of a multipolar world,
which should make India
and other BRICS nations
take notice? Like them, he
spoke of the threat to
multilateral institutions,
namely the WTO, the
UN, COP, the very archi-
tecture of collective prob-
lem-solving. “When the
rules no longer protect
you, you must protect
yourself. But let’s be
clear-eyed about where
this leads. A world of for-
tresses will be poorer,
more fragile and less sus-
tainable.” In other words,
individual deals with the
bully are ill-advised.

“Hegemons cannot
continually monetise their
relationships. Allies will
diversify to hedge against
uncertainty. They’ll buy
insurance, increase op-
tions in order to rebuild
sovereignty that was once
grounded in rules but will

increasingly be anchored in
the ability to withstand

pressure. This room
knows this is classic risk
management... . ... Col-

lective investments in re-
silience are cheaper than
everyone building their
own fortresses. Shared
standards reduce fragmen-
t a ti o n s .
Complementarities are
positive sum.” Carney
could be reading from a Xi
Jinping script for the
coming BRICS summit.

Calling the middle
powers in particular to act
together, Carney cau-
tioned: “If we’re not at the
table, we’re on the menu.”
How could Donald
Trump not pace himself in
the frame? “China will eat
you up,” was his angry
response. There are ques-
tions nevertheless that
flow from a tartly pin-
pointed speech. Does
Carney’s new order pro-
pose to regard Palestine,
Venezuela, Congo et al as
equally violated by the
old order? And what
would be the fate of Nato,
the Five Eyes and other
assorted dubious relics of
the US-led West? They
can’t logically remain in-
tact, can they, in the event
of a genuine rupture with
the old order?

Justice, Pakistan-style

Naween A. Mangi

When we speak of jus-
tice in Pakistan, the dis-
cussion usually unfolds
in courtrooms, legal re-
forms, constitutional
clauses, and televised
outrage. Rarely does it
begin in villages — and
yet it is there, far from
cameras and commen-
tary, that the justice sys-
tem reveals its truest
form.

What follows is not
an exceptional story.
That, precisely, is the
problem.

In a rural area of
Sindh, a group of politi-
cally influential men de-
cided that community de-
velopment work had
crossed an unacceptable
line. Their objection was
not to corruption or in-
efficiency, but to ideas:
girls attending school,
women working outside
their homes, women
managing projects and
exercising leadership.
These, they declared,
were signs of ‘social
vice’.

The first tactics
were subtle. Men posi-
tioned themselves on
roads used by school
buses and women staff,
standing in scant, ob-
scene attire, leering and
taunting. The intent was
humiliation — a reminder
that public space was not
meant for women.

‘When this failed, the
strategy escalated. Mes-
sengers arrived demand-
ing that property be
handed over. The impli-
cation was clear: surren-
der what you have built
and leave, or stay at your
own risk. These de-
mands were accompanied
by routine nightly gun-
fire. When questioned,
the explanation was al-
most mocking — they
were merely ‘killing
doves’.

Eventually, ambigu-
ity disappeared. Shots
were fired openly at se-
curity personnel and
staff on more than one

occasion. The police
were approached for pro-
tection. If an officer oc-
casionally decided to
show up after a report
was filed, he joked
openly that they had ‘re-
ceived nothing’, and
without such incentives
how were they expected
to act? Corruption did
not even bother to cloak
itself in euphemism.

As pressure
mounted and rumours
circulated that the police
might intervene, the ac-
cused were quietly relo-
cated. Influential land-
lords provided them safe
houses — places of com-
fort and protection —
while those who had been
attacked continued to
live in fear. In much of
rural Pakistan, justice is
not decided by evidence
but by proximity to in-
fluence.

Then another attack
took place. A guard was
fired upon. Again, formal
complaints were filed.
For months, letters were
written — repeatedly
and respectfully — to
every rung of the police
hierarchy: SP, SSP, DIG,
1G. Not a single response
was received. Silence, it
seems, is also an institu-
tional tool.

When the matter fi-
nally reached court, the
last illusion dissolved.
Those seeking protection
were made to stand
shoulder to shoulder
with the very men who
had fired at them. There
was no acknowledgment
of risk or vulnerability.
Instead, the judge di-
rected his irritation at the
victims, scolding them
for ‘causing trouble’ by
forcing the accused to
appear in court so often
— as though persistence
itself were an offence.
The message was unmis-
takable: endurance would
be punished.

Believing that a
higher court might restore
balance, legal recourse
was pursued upward.
What emerged revealed

another layer of decay.
The lawyers — officers
of the court in theory —
exploited desperation
with ease. Court fees were
fabricated. Costs inflated.
Urgency monetised. Be-
fore the victims could
even appear before a
judge, they had been fi-
nancially bled by those
meant to represent them.
There was no realistic fo-
rum in which to challenge
this exploitation without
inviting further retalia-
tion. At every stage, the
system closed ranks —
not around the vulnerable,
but around itself.

This is the anatomy
of injustice in Pakistan:
police compromised by
corruption and power,
courts dulled by hierar-
chy and delay, and legal
practitioners operating in
an ecosystem where eth-
ics are op--tional and
consequ-e-nces rare.
None of this requires con-
spiracy. It survives on
apathy, fear and the un-
derstanding that some
lives and some causes are
expendable.

We often ask why
citizens lose faith in in-
stitutions. Why crimes go
unreported. Why silence
becomes safer than law.
The answer lies in lived
experience. When intimi-
dation is met with indif-
ference, when procedure
becomes punishment, and
when even the pursuit of
justice inflicts harm,
withdrawal becomes ra-
tional. So where does one
go next? When the police
will not protect you, the
courts will not hear you,
and the custodians of the
law profit from your vul-
nerability — what remains
of justice then? Is it
merely an idea invoked in
speeches and textbooks,
or a promise the state in-
tends to honour?

For many Pakistanis
working quietly at the
margins, justice is no
longer a destination. It is
a question — asked care-
fully, repeatedly, and too
often without an answer.

Broken federalism

Aisha Khan

Pakistan is confronting
climate change under a
governance model that
was not designed for sys-
temic, cross-border cri-
ses. Floods, heatwaves,
droughts and glacial melt
now interact with food
security, public health,
migration and fiscal sta-
bility. Yet the constitu-
tional and fiscal architec-
ture created after the 18"
Amendment disperses
authority, fragments ac-
countability and leaves
the federation with too
little capacity to coordi-
nate national responses.
In a warming country al-
ready facing economic
stress, this model is be-
coming a multiplier of
vulnerability rather than
a shield against it.

The 18™ Amendment
devolved extensive pow-
ers to the provinces, abol-
ishing the Concurrent List
and making provinces
primarily responsible for
key sectors such as
health, education, agricul-
ture, water and environ-
ment. Devolution ad-
dressed genuine griev-
ances about over-
centralisation and provin-
cial autonomy. However,
climate change is not a
sectoral issue; it is a sys-
tem shock. Rivers do not
respect provincial bound-
aries, heatwaves spread
across regions, and cli-
mate-induced migration
strains cities far from the
point of impact. Effective
climate governance there-
fore requires strong fed-
eral coordination, data in-
tegration, financing ca-
pacity and enforcement
authority. The current
system constrains this.

The National Fi-
nance Commission
(NFC) Award compounds
this weakness. Under the
prevailing  formula,
around 82 per cent of the
divisible pool is distrib-
uted on the basis of popu-
lation, leaving the federa-
tion fiscally hollowed out.

After debt servicing and
defence, federal develop-
ment and climate spend-
ing space is minimal. This
means Pakistan negotiates
international climate fi-
nance, adaptation funds
and loss-and-damage
commitments without the
domestic fiscal leverage to
co-finance, scale or sus-
tain them. Provinces,
meanwhile, often lack
technical capacity, long-
term planning frameworks
and incentives to invest
beyond electoral cycles.
Visible consequences
include the 2022 floods
with losses exceeding $30
billion, cutting across
Sindh, Balochistan,
Punjab and KP. Yet re-
sponse and recovery were
uneven and despite shared
basins, water governance
remains weak. Inconsis-
tent standards for early
warning and data plat-
forms are not failures of
intent but of structure.
Deforestation and its
wider national implica-
tions are other emerging
concerns. Does provincial
autonomy give sub-na-
tional governments the
right to put at risk the
lives of communities in
other parts of the coun-
try? The scale of defor-
estation in KP, GB and
AJK and its impact in
2025 on downstream
communities is another
example of the devastat-
ing consequences of this
disconnect. The 18"
Amendment and the NFC
Awards should therefore
not only be seen as insti-
tutional arrangements but
as a moral and ethical
compact designed to fa-
cilitate cooperative gov-
ernance and not mini
power centres for serving
political agendas.
Provincial scale is
another overlooked con-
straint. Punjab alone
governs a population
larger than most coun-
tries, while Balochistan’s
vast territory poses ad-
ministrative challenges.
Oversized provinces di-
lute accountability,

centralise power in pro-
vincial capitals and
struggle to deliver ser-
vices in peripheral re-
gions. Climate impacts
disproportionately hit
those peripheries — riv-
erine belts, arid zones,
coastal districts — where
governance is weakest.

Pakistan does not
need to abandon feder-
alism; it needs to rebal-
ance it. Revisiting the
18" Amendment does
not mean
recentralisation but
ra--t-ionalisation. Cli-
mate, water, disaster
risk red-uction and inter-
provincial infrastructure
shou--1d be treated as
shared competencies
with clear federal lead-
ership. The NFC Award
must be re--configured to
include criteria such as
climate vulnerability, ge-
ography, revenue gen---
eration and performance,
while restoring suffi-
cient fiscal space to the
centre to govern effec-
tively.

Equally important
is administrative reform.
Creating smaller, more
manageable provinces or
empowered regions
would bring government
closer to vulnerable
communities, improve
service delivery and al-
low tailored climate re-
sponses. Smaller units
enhance oversight, re-
duce elite capture and
align planning with local
ecological realities.

Under a changing cli-
mate, governance struc-
tures are not neutral.
They either absorb
shocks or amplify them.
Pakistan’s current model,
designed for political bal-
ance rather than planetary
stress, is increasingly
misaligned with reality.
Without structural re-
form, climate change will
continue to expose the
fault lines of a fragmented
federation, weakening the
state and making disas-
ters costlier. Survival now
necessitates thinking be-
yond politics as usual.
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Sindh Cabinet approves major
relief for Gul Plaza victims,
forms subcommittee under CM

KARACHI (APP): The
Sindh Provincial Cabinet,
chaired by Chief Minister
Syed Murad Ali Shah, ap-
proved an extensive relief
and rehabilitation package
for victims of the Gul Plaza
tragedy, constituted a high-
level subcommittee under
the chief minister to review
the inquiry committee’s
findings for further neces-
sary action, and sanctioned
multi-billion-rupee infra-
structure, transport, water,
and welfare projects aimed
at accelerating Karachi’s
development and strength-
ening public service deliv-
ery.

At the outset of the
meeting, the cabinet offered
fateh for the shuhda of the
Gul Plaza tragedy. The
chief minister said the
government’s foremost re-
sponsibility was to provide
immediate relief'to affected
families while ensuring ac-
countability.

“There can be no com-
promise on human life. Re-
lief, justice, and prevention
must go hand in hand,”
Murad Ali Shah said.

Gul Plaza tragedy: re-
lief, rehabilitation, and over-

sight. The cabinet expressed
profound grief over the loss
of lives in the Gul Plaza in-
cident and approved a com-
prehensive compensation
and recovery package.
Families of the deceased
will

receive Rs 10 million
each as financial compen-
sation.

To support affected
traders, the cabinet ap-
proved interest-free loans
of Rs10 million each shop-
keeper, with the Sindh gov-
ernment bearing the entire
interest cost. In addition,
Rs500,000 per shopkeeper
will be provided as imme-
diate subsistence support
to cover household and util-
ity expenses.

The chief minister di-
rected that alternative com-
mercial spaces be provided
within two months to en-
able shopkeepers to resume
their businesses, which the
cabinet also approved.

A high-level subcom-
mittee, comprising Minis-
ters Sharjeel Inam Memon,
Nasir Hussain Shah, Saeed
Ghani, and Ziaul Hassan
Lanjar, was constituted to
review the inquiry

committee’s report and en-
sure that responsibility is
fixed and justice is deliv-
ered. It may be recalled that
the chief minister had con-
stituted an inquiry commit-
tee under Commissioner
Karachi Hassan Naqvi with
Additional IGP Karachi
Azad Khan and others as
its members.

“No negligence will be
overlooked. Those found
responsible will be held ac-
countable,” the CM said.

The cabinet approved
Rs19.116 billion for the
immediate execution of six
major road infrastructure
projects in Karachi. These
include the Star Gate
flyover, Malir Halt under-
pass, Sohrab Goth flyover,
and the reconstruction of
important arteries linking
M-9 to Malir and Main
Korangi Road to
Khayaban-e-Saadi.

“These projects are
essential for easing conges-
tion, improving road safety,
and supporting Karachi’s
economic activity,” Murad
Shah said, directing the Lo-
cal Government Depart-
ment to commence work
without delay.

Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah presides over cabinet meeting at
CM House in Karachi.

Strengthen accountability, merit

Wajiha highlights transparency &
digital reforms in education sector

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister of State for the
Ministry of Federal Educa-
tion and Professional Train-
ing (MOFEPT), Ms.
Wajiha Qamar, outlined
comprehensive transpar-
ency measures and digital
reforms implemented
across the education sector
to strengthen accountabil-
ity, merit, and public trust.

During the press con-
ference on Tuesday, the
Minister emphasized that
transparency, digitization,
and citizen-centric gover-
nance are at the core of the
Ministry’s reform agenda,
in line with the
Government’s commitment
to institutional integrity
and efficient service deliv-
ery.

Ms. Wajiha Qamar
stated that since 2024, all
procurements  within

MOFEPT are being carried
out strictly under PPRA
Rules through the e-Pak
Acquisition and Disposal

SARGODHA: Vice Cancellor University of

System (EPADS). Tenders
are openly advertised,
while bid opening, evalua.
tion, and award processes
are dlgltally recorded. Fi-
nancial approvals follow
defined digital workflows,
significantly reducmg,
manual intervention and the
scope for favoritism.

The Minister high-
lighted that MOFEPT has
been 100 percent E-Office
compliant since February
2019, making it one of the
first federal ministries to
achieve this milestone. All
official correspondence,
approvals, and decisions are
processed digitally, ensur-
ing a complete audit trail,
time-bound decision-mak-
ing, and elimination of un-
documented verbal instruc-
tions.

She informed that a
monitoring and reporting
portal is operational for
Federal Directorate of Edu-
cation (FDE) schools, while
an Al-based Education

Management System is un-
der development. Deci-
sion-making is increasingly
evidence-based, supported
by structured digital report-
ing of projects and pro-
grams.

The Minister noted
that all complaints are
handled through the Prime
Minister’s Performance
Delivery Unit (PMDU),
with strict monitoring and
defined timelines. This
transparent and trackable
mechanism has strength-
ened responsiveness and re-
duced reliance on informal
influence.

Ms. Wajiha Qamar ex-
plained that NAVTTC
trainings follow strict merit
through written tests, moni-
tored delivery, and syllabus
compliance.

Databases are main-
tained for successful train-
ees, with periodic follow-
ups to track employment
outcomes and analyze
training effectiveness.

Sargodha Prof. Dr. Qaisar Abbas and Parliamen-
tary Secretary for Livestock award degrees to stu-
dents on the second day of the 12th Convocation at
the university’s multipurpose hall.

CDA chief meets
Nepali envoy, discuss
sister-city plan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Capital Develop-
ment Authority (CDA) and
Chief  Commissioner
Islamabad Muhammad Ali
Randhawa on Tuesday met
Nepal’s Ambassador to Pa-
kistan, Rita Dhital, at the
CDA Headquarters, where
matters of mutual interest,
including ways to further
strengthen bilateral rela-
tions, were discussed.

The meeting was also
attended by CDA Member
Administration  Talat
Mahmood and senior offi-
cials.

Randhawa said Paki-
stan attached great impor-
tance to its relations with
Nepal and described the
two countries as friendly
nations with longstanding
ties. Ambassador Dhital
praised the beauty and ur-
ban planning of Islamabad,

particularly appreciating
the role of the CDA in pre-
serving the capital’s natu-
ral environment. She said
the city’s green spaces and
numerous parks contrib-
uted to a peaceful and
pleasant atmosphere.

The CDA chairman
said the authority was
strictly following the
Islamabad Master Plan to
ensure the protection and
expansion of the city’s
green cover.

The two sides also
discussed a proposal to de-
clare Islamabad and
Kathmandu as sister cities.
The Nepali envoy said
work on a draft agreement
in this regard was under
way.
Issues related to the
plot allocated for the Nepali
Embassy in the Diplomatic
Enclave were also reviewed.

KP govtdivides
Swat into two

districts

PESHAWAR (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa gov-
ernment has officially is-
sued a notification for the
administrative division of
Swat District into two sepa-
rate districts.

According to the noti-
fication issued by the Board
of Revenue, Revenue and
Estate Department, Swat
District has been divided
into Upper Swat District
and Swat District, and this
decision has taken immedi-
ate effect.

The  notification
states that the decision was
made during the 43rd meet-
ing of the provincial cabi-
net held on December 19,
2025, and that the step was
taken under the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Land Rev-
enue Act, 1967.

The government says
the decision was made in
the public interest and to
ensure better administrative
facilities.

According to the noti-
fication, the headquarters
of Upper Swat District will
be Matta, and it will in-
clude the tehsils of Matta,
Bahrain, and Khwaza
Khela.

On the other hand, the
headquarters of Swat Dis-
trict has been designated as
Gulkada, and it will include
the tehsils of Babozai,
Kabal, Charbagh, and
Barikot. Officials say that
the division of the district
will help improve adminis-
trative affairs, ensure the
timely provision of public
services, and enable effec-
tive implementation of de-
velopment projects.

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif in a group photo with Provincial Ministers Overtake Valley Google for
Education team after completion of training session “Empowering Punjab with AI”.

CM Punjab launches first Al
training for Punjab cabinet

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif led the
province’s first-ever artificial
intelligence (Al)training ses-
sion for provincial ministers,
describing the initiative as the
beginning of a new digital era
in Punjab. The chief minis-
ter, along with members of
the provincial cabinet, par-
ticipated in an official work-
shop titled “Empowering
Punjab with AI”, here on
Tuesday, where experts from
Google for Education briefed
participants on the practical
application of Al tools in
governance, policy making,
and administrative
reforms.During the session,

Punjab’s schools and ap-
proved the establishment of
a Google Tech Valley Digital
Transformation Advisory
Board in the province to steer
future digital initiatives.

Addressing the work-
shop, the chief minister said
that digital technology had
the capacity to transform
conventional thinking and
working methods, adding
that Al support had become
indispensable for effective
governance and sustainable
reforms. She emphasized
the responsible and ethical
use of Al to ensure posi-
tive, inclusive, and long-
term impact.

The training featured

tional decision-making, sec-
tor-specific reforms, and
policy summary
analysis.Cabinet members
were also introduced to the
effective use of Google tools,
including Gemini, for official
and administrative work.
Participants were in-
formed that under Google for
Education’s Tech Valley ini-
tiative, a master training
programme for 3,000 teach-
ers would be launched
across Punjab. Additionally,
more than 300,000 student
IDs would be created in the
School Education Depart-
ment, while 200,000 stu-
dents and 2,000 teachers as-
sociated with the Punjab

Maryam Nawaz Sharif de- detailed briefings on the ap- Education Foundation
clared the use of artificial in-  plication of Al in governance, ~would receive specialized Al
telligence mandatory in policy frameworks, opera- and digital training.
Sharjeel Memon says: Hearing on
3
Security had not been | Islamabad LG
. polls petitions
withdrawn from any | agjourned without
. . 0
MQM-P minister, leader | proceedings

KARACHI (INP): Sindh
Information  Minister
Sharjeel Inam Memon on
Tuesday rejected claims
that security had been with-
drawn from Muttahida
Qaumi Movement Pakistan
(MQM-P) ministers, term-
ing the reports baseless and
misleading. Speaking to the
media, Sharjeel Memon said
that security had not been
withdrawn from any
MQM-P minister or leader,
adding that those entitled to
protection had full security
in accordance with the law
and security protocol. He
said a “rumour” was spread

that security had been with-
drawn from MQM-P, and
alleged that MQM-P was
taking it as propaganda.
Commenting on the
Gul Plaza tragedy, the
Sindh minister said that
visits to the homes of vic-
tims should be for condo-
lence, not political propa-
ganda. He announced that
compensation cheques
were now being personally
delivered to the families of
the deceased and affected
individuals, adding that at-
tempts to spread misin-
formation would be firmly
rejected.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
hearing on petitions chal-
lenging the presidential or-
dinance and delay in
Islamabad’s local govern-
ment elections was ad-
journed on Tuesday with-
out any proceedings.

According to details,
the hearing could not take
place due to the unavailabil-
ity of Islamabad High Court
Justice Azam Khan. As a re-
sult, the cause list of his court
was cancelled, and the peti-
tions were deferred without
substantive action. Petitions
related to the local govern-
ment elections have been filed
by Jamaat-e-Islami.

Governor House.

PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Falsal Karlm Kundl ina group
photo with a delegation of Utman Khel Qoumi Itihad who called on him at

REF development

HEC, British Council
formally commence
five-day deliberations

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Higher Education Commis-
sion (HEC), Pakistan, in
close partnership with the
British Council Pakistan,
has formally commenced
five-day deliberations on
the development of Re-
search Excellence Frame-

work (REF) under Pak-UK
Education Gateway
programme. Once

finalised, the framework
is expected to strengthen
the research evaluation,
benchmarking, and perfor-
mance assessment eco-
system in Pakistan.

During the course of
the consultations,
organised by Research &
Innovation Division
(R&ID) of HEC, a four-
member expert delegation
from the University of Sus-
sex, UK —the lead consult-
ant providing technical
expertise for the initiative
— will remain engaged in
in-depth discussions with
the HEC and British Coun-
cil leadership, academic
leaders and policymakers,
and stakeholders to
finalise the proposed
policy framework.

KP PHE Minister holds
online open court to
redress public complaints

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Public Health Engineering
Department (PHED),
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, or-
ganized an online open court
(Khuli Kachehri) as an im-
portant initiative on Tues-
day to ensure prompt and
effective redressal of pub-
lic complaints.

The KP Minister for
Public Health Engineering,
Fazal Shakoor Khan, par-
ticipated in the online ses-
sion. He was accompanied
by the Secretary Public
Health Engineering, Addi-
tional Secretary, Chief En-
gineers, and other senior
officers of the departmen-
tal.

During the online open
court, the Provincial Min-

ister listened to public com-
plaints and issues from
across the province through
live telephone calls and so-
cial media.

Participants high-
lighted issues related to the
provision of clean drinking
water, drainage, and ongo-
ing development schemes,
and also shared valuable
suggestions to further im-
prove the department’s
performance. The Provin-
cial Minister on-the-spot
issued directives to the con-
cerned officers for immedi-
ate and effective resolution
of public complaints and
emphasized that any negli-
gence or delay in address-
ing public issues would not
be tolerated.

Governor KP,
Opposition
leader discuss
Tirah operation,

law and order

PESHAWAR  (APP):
Leader of the Opposition
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Assembly, Dr. Ibadullah,
called on Governor Faisal
Karim Kundi at the Gover-
nor House here on Tues-
day.

During the meeting,
serious concerns were ex-
pressed over what was
termed the provincial
government’s lack of inter-
est in the Tirah operation.

They regretted that
instead of focusing on re-
solving the problems faced
by the people, political
point-scoring was being
prioritized, which they de-
scribed as unfortunate.

The meeting also wit-
nessed an exchange of
views on the deteriorating
law and order situation in
the province and the severe
lack of good governance.

KP govt launches major
police, prison reforms

PESHAWAR (APP): Un-
der the leadership of Chief
Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Muhammad
Sohail Khan Affidi, the pro-
vincial government has ini-
tiated comprehensive re-
forms to strengthen the
police and prison systems
as part of its first 100-day
reform agenda.

The reforms aim to
establish a professional,
people-friendly and cred-
ible police force capable of
ensuring rule of law, effec-
tively countering terrorism
and safeguarding the lives
and property of citizens.

To enhance
counterterrorism capabili-
ties, the government has
approved Rs 7.77 billion
for the movement, weap-
ons, equipment and mod-
ern response systems of

the Counter Terrorism De-
partment (CTD). An addi-
tional Rs 6.44 billion has
been allocated for the estab-
lishment of CTD units at
the district level in 24 dis-
tricts, including a regional
headquarters in Peshawar.

For the expansion and
continuity of Safe City
projects, a supplementary
grant of Rs 3.825 billion has
been approved, with a dead-
line set for  full
operationalization in prior-
ity districts by June 2026.
Moreover, Rs 700 million
has been sanctioned for the
establishment of a Central
Safe City Command and
Control Centre to ensure
province-wide surveillance.

Significant invest-
ments have also been made
to strengthen the intelli-
gence system.

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for Federal Edu-
cation and Professional Training, Ms. Wajiha
Qamar addressing a press conference at PID Me-
dia Center.

Lanjar assures PA of
transparent, impartial inquiry
into Gul Plaza incident

KARACHI (APP): The
Sindh Assembly session on
Tuesday continued amid
rumpus in the house.

The session started
with recitation from Holy
Quran and Naat Sharif with
Deputy Speaker in the
chair.

Questions and an-
swers session regarding
Augqaf, Religious Affairs,
Zakat and Ushr was also
held.

While speaking on the
floor of the House about the
protest by MQM-Pakistan
on Gul Plaza Judicial Com-
mission demand, the Sindh
Minister for Law, Home
and Parliamentary Affairs
Zia-ul-Hassan Lanjar as-
sured the House that trans-
parent, impartial, and com-
prehensive investigations
into the recent incident Gul

plaza will be conducted, and
all requirements of justice
will be fulfilled.

He informed that the
Chief Minister of Sindh
presented a policy state-
ment in the House, and the
opposition was also given
a full opportunity to ex-
press its views. The Op-
position Leader spoke on a
point of order, however, the
Home Minister clarified
that irresponsible state-
ments on such a sensitive
matter could worsen the
situation. Therefore, it is
essential to speak on the
basis of facts.

The Sindh Home
Minister apprised the
House that the provincial
cabinet has decided that the
Karachi Commissioner’s
report will be received
soon.

NAB KP arrests CEO Star
Land Marketing, Director
in Rs3.73 bln fraud case

PESHAWAR (APP): The
National Accountability
Bureau (NAB), Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, has arrested
Chief Executive Officer of
Star Land Marketing (Pri-
vate) Limited, Bilal Hassan,
and its Regional Director,
Iftikhar Ahmad, in connec-
tion with a large-scale finan-
cial fraud involving public
investments amounting to
Rs3.73 billion. According to
NAB, the arrests were made
based on solid evidence link-
ing the accused to a mega fi-
nancial scam in which inno-
cent citizens were allegedly
deceived through fake real
estate investment schemes.

The suspects report-
edly lured investors by
promising so- called “halal”

and guaranteed profits, but
instead of investing the col-
lected funds in advertised
housing projects, the money
was misappropriated.

Investigations have
revealed that billions of ru-
pees were collected from
the public under pretenses,
causing massive financial
losses to investors. NAB
officials stated that further
investigations are under-
way to trace the looted
amount and identify all in-
dividuals involved in the
scam. NAB KP has urged
all affected individuals to
submit their claims along
with relevant documents at
the NAB KP office at the
earliest to facilitate recov-
ery proceedings

Sindh Minister for Informanon, Transport and Mass Transit Sharjeel Inam
Memon addresses Provincial Assembly Session at Sindh Assembly Building
in Karachi.
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President Zardari lauds
AD Ports Group growing
investment in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari,
Tuesday, appreciated AD
Ports Group’s long-term
investment and growing role
in Pakistan’s maritime and
logistics sector, describing
it as a key pillar of Paki-
stan-UAE economic coop-
eration.

He highlighted the
group’s ongoing invest-
ments at Karachi Port as in-
strumental in enhancing port
capacity, efficiency, and re-
gional competitiveness.

Managing Director and
Group CEO of AD Ports
Group Captain Mohamed
Juma Al Shamisi, Tuesday,
paid a courtesy call on the
president in Abu Dhabi,
President’s Secretariat Press
Wing said in a press release.
The meeting was at-
tended by First Lady Bibi
Aseefa Bhutto Zardari
MNA, Chairman People’s
Party Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari and Pakistan’s Am-
bassador to the UAE.
Both sides agreed that

the expansion and
modernisation of port in-
frastructure would
strengthen trade flows and
support Pakistan’s broader
economic development and
country’s seaborne trade.
The president wel-
comed the establishment of
AD Ports Group’s Repre-
sentative  Office in
Islamabad and appreciated
the group’s collaboration
on digital and customs fa-
cilitation initiatives aimed at
improving trade efficiency.

DPM Ishag Dar directs

Federal, provincial authorities
to continue monitoring
of key essential commodities

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Deputy Prime Minister/
Foreign Minister Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar, on

hike or exploitation of con-
sumers by unscrupulous
elements.

The DPM/FM chaired
a meeting to review the
availability and prices of es-
sential commodities across
the country and expressed

Tuesday, directed federal
and provincial authorities
to continue close monitor-
ing main essential com-

modities, particularly in
view of the approaching
month of Ramazan, to pre-
vent any artificial price

satisfaction over an ample
stock of key essential com-
modities across provinces,
the Office of the Deputy
Prime Minister said in a
press release. The meeting
was attended by Minister
for National Food Security

Rana Tanveer Hussain,
SAPM Tariq Bajwa, chief
secretary Balochistan, chair-
man TDAP, and officials
from the Federal Board of
Revenue, ministries of na-
tional food security and
commerce, and provincial

S&P Global Market Intelligence
forecast offers updated view
on economic growth: Khurram

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Adviser to the Finance
Minister on Finance
Khurram Schehzad on
Tuesday said that S&P
Global Market Intelligence
(S&P) has released its lat-
est macroeconomic forecast
for Pakistan, offering an
updated view on inflation,
the current account, and
economic growth which can
be compared with the State
Bank of Pakistan’s (SBP’s)
latest projections.

In a press statement
here on Tuesday, he said
that according to the S&P
Global, inflation is pro-
jected at 5.1 percent in
2026, rising marginally to
5.6 per cent in 2027. These
point forecasts fall within
SBP’s projected inflation
range of 5-7 percent for the
next two years, imply
stable-to-slightly higher in-
flation from 2026 to 2027.

Meanwhile, the S&P
forecasts the current ac-

count deficit at 0.5 percent
of GDP in 2026 and 1.3
percent in 2027. The 2026
projection is in line with
SBP’s guidance that the
deficit in FY26 will remain
within 0-1 per cent of
GDP, he added.

He further informed
that the S&P’s other-year
projection (1.3%) is slightly
above SBP’s FY26 band
(noting SBP guidance pro-
vided is specifically for
FY26).

The S&P expects real
GDP growth of 3.5 percent
in FY26, and 4.4 percent in
FY 2027 (strengthening),
while SBP forecast FY
2026 FY26: 3.75%-4.75
percent, he said adding that
the S&P for FY 2026 is
slightly below SBP’s range
(SBP lower bound 3.75 per-
cent). The S&P expects
growth to pick up in FY27
to 4.4 percent, which is
within SBP’s FY26 range
(though for a different

Muzaffarabad Chamber,
LCCI discuss economy,
business cooperation

LAHORE (APP): A del-
egation from the
Muzaffarabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
led by its President
Khawaja Ishtisham Woogra
met with Lahore Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(LCCI) office-bearers here
at LCCI on Tuesday.
Matters of mutual in-
terest, the current eco-
nomic situation and busi-
ness cooperation were dis-
cussed in detail during the
meeting that was attended
by LCCI President Faheem
ur Rehman Saigol, Senior
Vice President Tanveer
Ahmad Sheikh and Vice
President Khurram Lodhi,
former LCCI pesident
Tahir Javed Malik, former
SVP Zafar Mahmood
Chaudhry and former Ex-
ecutive Committee mem-
bers. Muzaffarabad
delegation

Chamber’s

comprised its Executive
Committee members Raja
Abid Khan, Malik Ejaz
Gilani, Shadab Mateen,
Muhammad Irfan Kayani,
Hasan Taj and Raja Abdul
Rasheed.

During the meeting,
LCCI President Faheem ur
Rehman Saigol said that
Lahore Chamber is a major
and active chamber, and given
Pakistan’s current economic
situation, it is necessary for
the country’s business com-
munity to be united. He em-
phasized that government
should receive a single joint
budget proposal to enable
effective measures for eco-
nomic stability.

He added that Lahore
Chamber has decided to
work  collaboratively
through the Federation plat-
form to provide concrete
proposals for economic
stability.

OGN SUTPASSES
wheat cultivation
target for 2025

26

HYDERABAD (APP):
The Director General Agri-
culture Extension Sindh has
contradicted a news pub-
lished in a daily newspaper
regarding the Awan-e-
Zaraat Sindh, stating that
wheat cultivation in Sindh
has surpassed the federal
government’s target for the
year 2025-26.

According to a press
release issued here on Tues-
day, he said the federal gov-
ernment had set a wheat
cultivation target of
1,416,430 hectares
(3,500,140 acres) for 2025—
26, whereas wheat was cul-
tivated on 1,495,589 hect-
ares (3,695,750 acres) dur-
ing the period, which is 5.6
percent higher than the set
target.

PSX stays
bearish, loses
385 points to close
at 188,203 points

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The benchmark KSE-100
Index of the Pakistan Stock
Exchange (PSX) on Tues-
day continued with a bear-
ish trend, losing 384.80
points, a decline of 0.20
percent, to close at
188,202.86 points com-
pared to 188,587.66 points
on the previous trading day,
according to PSX data.
During the session, the
ready market recorded a
trading volume of 749.247
million shares with a traded
value of Rs 53.061 billion,
against 870.446 million
shares valuing Rs 57.197
billion in the previous ses-
sion. Market capitalization
declined to Rs 21.147 tril-
lion from Rs 21.162 trillion
a day earlier. Out of 486
active companies in the
ready market, 160 ad-
vanced, 278 declined, while
48 remained unchanged. K-
Electric Limited topped the
volume chart with 90.164
million shares, followed by
Hascol Petroleum with
47.948 million shares and
Bank of Punjab with 35.973
million shares.

AGRICUL "
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LORE: Provincial Minister Syed Ashiq Kirma
ing to review preparation for Horse & Cattle Show 2026.

ni presides over the meet-

ABUDHABI: President Asif Ali Zardari in a meeting with Captain Mohamed

Juma Al Shamisi, Managing Director and Group CEO of AD Ports Group,
accompanied by First Lady Aseefa Bhutto Zardari, PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari, and the Pakistan Ambassador to UAE.

Pakistan, Australia discuss
coop. in mining, gemstones

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan and Australia on
Tuesday discussed avenues
for enhanced bilateral coop-
eration in the mining and
gemstone sectors.

During a meeting with
Australian High Commis-
sioner to Pakistan Timothy
Kane, Federal Minister for
Petroleum Ali Pervaiz
Malik welcomed the strong
interest shown by Austra-
lian companies in Pakistan’s
mining sector and highlighted
the country’s vast untapped
mineral potential, particu-
larly in the Tethyan Belt.

The minister proposed
the possibility of an inter-
governmental agreement be-

tween Pakistan and Austra-
lia to promote structured
and long-term cooperation
in the mining sector.

The minister also un-
derscored the government’s
efforts to develop and
formalise the gemstones
sector, stressing its poten-
tial for value addition, export
growth and employment
generation.

The Australian high
commissioner said Austra-
lian companies were already
actively involved in the Reko
Diq project, while additional
firms had shown keen inter-
est in joining the venture.

He added that Austra-
lian companies would be

encouraged to participate
in the Pakistan Minerals
Investment Forum, ex-
pressing hope for a strong
Australian presence at the
event.

Highlighting the
growing global impor-
tance of copper and gold
for the energy transition,
the high commissioner
said that Pakistan’s min-
ing sector had attracted
significant international
attention.

He expressed opti-
mism about collaboration in
the gemstones sector
through knowledge-sharing,
training and technical assis-
tance.

WB urges Pakistan to
improve tax system,
expand tax base

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
World Bank has released a
report on development in
South Asia, emphasizing
the need to improve
Pakistan’s tax system and
expand the tax base. The
report also suggests dis-
couraging pollution as a
way to increase revenue.
According to the
World Bank, groundwater
levels in South Asia are rap-
idly declining, and Pakistan
is among the world’s most
water-scarce countries.
Poor irrigation systems and
inefficient agricultural prac-
tices are leading to signifi-
cant water wastage. The

R

report noted that modern ir-
rigation projects in Punjab

have saved 57 percent of

water, while advanced agri-
cultural initiatives have in-
creased crop yields by 14
to 31 percent.

In Pakistan, electricity
and gas subsidies are being
linked to the Benazir In-
come Support Programme
(BISP). Subsidy reforms
are expected to reduce mis-
allocation, financial losses,
and circular debt.

The World Bank sug-
gested that fuel subsidies
could instead be redirected
toward social protection
programmes.

Gold prices fall
by Rs1,500 per
tola

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Gold prices registered a de-
cline in the local market on
Tuesday as the price of 24-
karat gold per tola decreased
by Rs1,500 to settle at
Rs530,562.

The price of 10 grams
of 24-karat gold fell by
Rs1,286 to Rs454,871,
while the price of 10 grams
of 22-karat gold went down
by Rs1,179 to Rs416,980,
according to the All Pakistan
Sarafa Gems and Jewellers
Association. However, Sil-
ver prices witnessed an up-
ward trend, with the price
of 24-karat silver per tola in-
creasing by Rs212 to
Rs11,640, whereas the price
of 10 grams of silver went

up by Rs182 to Rs9,979.

FAISALABAD: Federal Minister for Board of Investment, Mr. Qaiser Ahmed
Sheikh, visited the Faisalabad Industrial Estate Development and Manage-
ment Company (FIEDMC) to review the progress of Special Economic Zones
(SEZs) in Faisalabad.

ADB keen to fund
NFTP, Naulong Dam

LAHORE (APP): Asian Development Bank (ADB) Director for Central and West Asia,
Jiangfeng Zhang, along with ADB team, called on WAPDA Chairman Lt Gen (Retd)
Muhammad Saeed here at WAPDA House on Tuesday.

Matters relating to providing funds for Naulong Dam Project and National Flood

Telemetry

Project (NFTP) were discussed in detail during the meeting. WAPDA Mem-
ber (Finance), Member (Water), Member (Power) and other senior officers
also attended the meeting.Speaking on the occasion, the ADB Director said that
Asian Development Bank would continue working with WAPDA by deepening
its ties for implementation of the climate-resilient projects in Pakistan.

He also appreciated WAPDA for its technical expertise in harnessing water re-

sources in the country.

Minister directs PR to
boost revenue, improve
freight,passenger services

LAHORE (APP): Railways
Minister Muhammad Hanif
Abbasi on Tuesday directed
Pakistan Railways (PR) ad-
ministration to enhance rev-
enue by extending greater fa-
cilities to the business com-
munity, saying that the
growing confidence of trad-
ers in the railways must be
matched with punctual and
efficient services.

Chairing a meeting at
the PR Headquarters, the
minister was given a detailed
briefing on the performance
of the Railway Traffic and
Commercial Department.
He noted that while
progress had been made,
there was still significant
room for improvement in
both freight and passenger
sectors. He instructed the
Chief Executive Officer to
personally monitor railway
revenue to ensure better fi-
nancial discipline and re-
sults. The minister directed

officials to immediately ad-
dress the shortage of Tuggage
and brake vans and to abol-
ish the practice of using the
term “dummy coaches” for
wagons. He emphasized that
any deficiency of material in
coaches should be met with-
out delay to avoid opera-
tional issues.

Welcoming the busi-
ness community’s confi-
dence in the two cargo trains
currently in operation,
Hanif Abbasi said prepara-
tions should be finalized for
launching a third cargo train
in the near future.

He also ordered the
preparation of a model plan
comprising 50 wagons for
the transportation of auto-
mobiles to further tap freight
potential.

The meeting was in-
formed that operational of-
ficers would inspect the
quality of refurbished coach
rakes to ensure standards.

L a
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Petroleum,
Ali Pervaiz Malik in a meeting with Australian
High Commissioner to Pakistan Timothy Kane.

BOI minister visits
FIEDMC to review
progress of SEZs

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Board
of Investment, Qaiser
Ahmed Sheikh, visited the
Faisalabad Industrial Estate
Development and Manage-
ment Company (FIEDMC)
to review the progress of
Special Economic Zones
(SEZs) and to assess issues
related to their development
and population.

During the visit, the
Federal Minister stated that
FIEDMC is a key hub of
Pakistan’s industrial devel-
opment, and the govern-
ment, under the leadership
of  Prime  Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif,
is fully committed to resolv-
ing the issues faced by the
industrial community with
seriousness and
determination,said a release
issued here on Tuesday.

He emphasized that
existing bottlenecks at
FIEDMC would be ad-
dressed to make it more
functional, stable, and at-
tractive for both local and
foreign investment.

Highlighting his asso-
ciation with district Chiniot,
internationally recognized
for its furniture industry, the
Federal Minister said he
fully understands the impor-
tance of industry and the
practical challenges faced by
industrialists.

Mr Sheikh noted that
investment promotion re-
mains a top priority of the

s

Members of Hyderabad Water and Sewerage Cor-

government, as industrial
growth is fundamental to
strengthening the national
economy. Coming from an
industrial family, he said that
the concerns of the business
community are viewed not
merely as paperwork, but as
real, on-ground issues.

The Federal Minister
acknowledged that chal-
lenges exist on both sides;
however, he stressed that
Pakistan belongs to all of us
and, despite existing chal-
lenges, collective efforts are
required to move the coun-
try forward.

He highlighted im-
provements in the economy,
including an increase in for-
eign exchange reserves, and
informed that the Finance
Minister has been directed
to maintain continuous en-
gagement with stakeholders
to ensure practical resolu-
tion of industrial issues.

Earlier, Chairman
FIEDMC, Mr Rana Azhar
Wagqar, briefed the Federal
Minister on the progress of
SEZs, stating that by 2025,
90 factories had been estab-
lished at FIEDMC. He fur-
ther informed that 26 addi-
tional factories have been
set up, while development
work on 31 factories is cur-
rently underway. Addi-
tional Secretary Board of
Investment Ms. Arfa, CEO
FIEDMC Ms. Qurratul
Ain, and other senior offi-
cials were also present.

AT T AL

poration Employees Union protest against Non-Pay-
ment of Salaries at Hyderabad Press Club.

Macroeconomic stability maintained in 1st half of FY26: Ministry

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The country’s economy
has completed first half of
FY2026 with continued
macroeconomic stability,
reflected in contained infla-
tion, rebound Large Scale
Manufacturing growth and
strengthened foreign ex-
change reserves with stable
exchange rate, said Finance
Ministry in a report re-
leased here Tuesday.
According to
Monthly Economic Up-
date and Outlook for De-
cember 2025, the sustained
growth momentum has
been complemented with
fiscal discipline resulted in
fiscal and primary sur-
pluses adding LSM has
gained momentum, signal-
ing improved growth pros-
pects for the remaining pe-
riod of the fiscal year.
Remittances remained
robust, supporting the ex-
ternal account. In parallel,
the Pakistan Stock Market
has maintained a strong
rally, ranking among the
world’s topperforming

markets and reflecting im-
proved investor sentiment.

Building on these
gains, the government has
launched Economic Gover-
nance Reforms aimed at
embedding stability into in-
stitutions and enabling sus-
tainable private sector led
growth.

The report says, the
agriculture sector remained
resilient, driven by better in-
put demand, and posted
growth of 2.9 percent in first
Quarter (Q1) of FY2026,
showing a significant im-
provement from 1.0 percent
during the same period last
year.

The important crops
(excluding Wheat being Rabi
crop) recorded a contraction
of 0.7 percent as compared
to a contraction of 13.1 per-
cent during Q1 last year,
mainly due to reduced cot-
ton production (-1.2%).

Likewise, LSM regis-
tered a growth of 6.0 per-
cent with QIM index reach-
ing its highest during July-
November FY2026 since

FY2016 while during the
period, 16 sectors recorded
positive growth. In Novem-
ber 2025, LSM grew by
10.4 percent on year-on-
year (YoY) basis and by 0.2
percent on month-on-month
(MoM) basis.

The Consumer Price
Index (CPI) inflation re-
corded at 5.6 percent on
YoY basis in December
2025 as compared to 6.1
percent in the previous
month and 4.1 percent in
December 2024. On average,
inflation during July-De-
cember FY2026 stood at 5.2
percent as against 7.2 per-
cent during the same period
last year. The government
has achieved a fiscal surplus
during July-November
FY2026 also owing to a
growth in revenue and a con-
siderable reduction in mark-
up payments.

Gross federal revenue
receipts recorded a growth
of 7.8 percent during the ref-
erence period, contributed
by growth in both FBR’s
taxes and non-tax revenue

by 10.2 percent and 4.8 per-
cent, respectively.

Total expenditure de-
clined by 6.2 percent due to
6.4 percent reduction in cur-
rent expenditure as mark-up
payments declined by 21.3
percent. Development ex-
penditure, on the other hand,
posted an increase of 1.5
percent.

Meanwhile, the current
account posted a deficit of
$1.2 billion during July-De-
cember FY2026, compared
to a surplus of $0.96 billion
recorded last year. Goods
and services export recorded
at $20.3 billion compared to
$20.4 billion last year in
which goods export stood at
$15.5 billion.

Services export were
primarily driven by IT ser-
vices that increased by 19.8
percent to $2.2 billion.
Goods and services import
recorded at $37.8 billion
compared to $33.5 billion
last year, including goods
imports of $31.3 billion.
Trade deficit of goods & ser-
vices increased to $17.6 bil-

lion from $13.1 billion last
year. Likewise, remittances
were up 10.6 percent to
$19.7 billion, led by inflows
from Saudi Arabia (23.9%
share) and UAE (20.7%).
Net FDI inflows declined,
recording at $808.1 million.

During July-December
FY2026, money supply
(M2) shows a growth of 3.7
percent as compared to a
contraction of 0.7 percent
during the corresponding
period of last year.

Within M2, Net For-
eign Assets (NFA) of the
banking system increased by
Rs. 107.9 billion as com-
pared an increase of Rs.
667.3 billion in last year.
‘Whereas, Net Domestic As-
sets (NDA) of the banking
sector increased by Rs.
1,406.5 billion as compared
a decrease of Rs. 934.7 bil-
lion last year.

Under the borrowing
for budgetary support, the
government retired Rs.
347.0 billion as compared
to the retirement of Rs.
2,215.4 billion last year.
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‘American Doctor tells of
brutality in Israel-Hamas war

PARK CITY (AFP/APP):
At the start of “American
Doctor,” a new documen-
tary about US medics work-
ing in hospitals in the Gaza
Strip during the Israel-
Hamas war, director Poh Si
Teng initially declines to
film pictures of dead Pales-
tinian children that one of
the doctors is trying to
show her.

Teng worries that she
will have to pixelate the
gruesome scene to protect
the dignity of the children.
“You’re not dignifying
them unless you let their
memory, their bodies, tell
the story of this trauma, of
this genocide. You’re not
doing them a service by not
showing them,” Jewish-
American doctor Mark
Perlmutter tells her.

“This is what my tax
dollars did. That’s what
your tax dollars did. That’s
what my neighbor’s tax dol-
lars did. They have the right
to know the truth.

“You have the re-
sponsibility, as I do, to
tell the truth. You pixelate
this, that’s journalistic

malpractice.”

Teng’s unflinching
film follows Perlmutter and
two other American doc-
tors—one Palestinian-
American and the other a
non-practicing Zoroas-
trian—as they try to treat
the results of the unspeak-
able brutality visited on a
largely civilian population
in Gaza since Israel
launched its retaliation for
Hamas’s October 2023 at-
tack. Alongside the severed
limbs and the open wounds
the doctors labor on with
their Palestinian colleagues,
we also see the trio’s at-
tempts at advocacy—in
Washington’s corridors of
power and in Israeli and
American media.

The documentary also
depicts the practical diffi-
culties they face—the sur-
gical scrubs and antibiotics
they have to smuggle across
the border to get around the
Israeli blockade, and the
last-minute refusals of Is-
raeli authorities to let them
in. And we see the bravery
of men voluntarily going to
work in hospitals that are

repeatedly hit by the Israeli
army.

Israel rejects accusa-
tions its numerous strikes
against Gaza hospitals
amount to war crimes, say-
ing it is targeting “terror-
ists” in these facilities and
claims Hamas operatives
are holed up in tunnels un-
derneath the hospitals.

The attacks include
the so-called “double tap”
strike on the Nasser Hos-
pital in Khan Yunis, South
of the Strip, in August 2025
where the three men have
worked.

Emergency respond-
ers and journalists who had
rushed to the scene after a
first projectile hit were
killed when a second was
fired at the same spot.

Feroze Sidwha, per-
haps the most eloquent of
the three doctors, repeat-
edly makes the case
throughout the film that
he has never seen any tun-
nels and that in any case,
even the presence of
wounded fighters in a
hospital does not make it
a legitimate target.

Jon Wolfsthal, director of global risk at the Federation of American Scien-
tists (FAS), Asha George, executive director of the Bipartisan Commission
on Biodefense, and Steve Fetter, professor of public policy and former dean at
the University of Maryland, reveal the location of the minute hand on its
Doomsday Clock during a townhall in Washington, DC.

Obama, Clinton say
killings by agents should
be wake-up call for US

MINNEAPOLIS (AFP/
APP): Former presidents
Barack Obama and Bill
Clinton issued pointed calls
Sunday for America to
stand up and defend their
values after the second kill-
ing of a citizen in Minne-
apolis by immigration
agents that Donald Trump
blamed on Democratic
“chaos.”

The Trump adminis-
tration has faced intensify-
ing pressure over its mass
immigration crackdown,
particularly after federal
agents shot and killed Alex
Pretti, a 37-year-old ICU
nurse, Saturday while scuf-
fling with him on an icy road-
way.

That incident came
less than three weeks after
an immigration officer fired
on Renee Good, also 37,
killing her in her car in the
same Midwestern city.

Trump administration
officials quickly claimed
Pretti had intended to harm
the federal agents—as they
did after Good’s death—
pointing to a pistol they
said was discovered on him.

However, video
shared widely on social
media and verified by US
media showed Pretti never
drawing a weapon, with
agents firing at him sec-
onds after he was sprayed
in the face with chemical
irritant and thrown to the
ground.

Trump provocatively
attributed the deaths to
Minnesota’s Democratic
elected officials, including
Governor Tim Walz and
Minneapolis Mayor Jacob
Frey, writing on his Truth
Social platform: “Democrat
run Sanctuary Cities and
States are REFUSING to
cooperate with ICE.”

Germany to host North
Sea summit unsettled by
Arctic tensions

HAMBURG (AFP/APP):
European leaders meet in
Germany on Monday to
discuss North Sea energy
and security cooperation,
but fears over US designs
on the Arctic island of
Greenland may over-
shadow the talks. The re-
gion has long worried about
threats posed by Russia—
but more recently tensions
have surged over US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s push
for the autonomous terri-
tory of Denmark.

German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz hosts the
talks just days after Trump
backed away from his
threat to seize Greenland
by force and level punitive
tariffs against European
NATO allies who stand in
his way.

Trump said he had
reached a “framework” agree-
ment with NATO Secretary
General Mark Rutte, but this
sparked both relief and con-
fusion as the details have not

beendisclosed. “We will have
to pay increased attention to
all parts of NATO’s Euro-
pean territory,” Merz said
Thursday after an extraordi-
nary European Council meet-
ing. “This concerns the North
aboveall.”

On the guest list Mon-
day will be Danish Prime
Minister Mette
Frederiksen, who visited
Greenland on Friday, and
representatives of NATO
and the European Commis-
sion as well as Iceland.

Leaders from Norway,
the Netherlands, Ireland,
Belgium and Luxembourg
are also expected, while
Britain and France are send-
mg ministers to the summit
in the northern port city of
Hamburg.

“Given the make-up
of the meeting, I am certain
that security in the High
North will also be of inter-
est to the participants,” said
Steffen Meyer, spokesman
for Merz.

Venezuela
frees at least
104 political
prisoners: NGO

CARACAS (AFP/APP):
More than 100 political
prisoners were freed Sun-
day in Venezuela, where
detainees are slowly being
released under pressure
from the United States, the
non-governmental organi-
zation Foro Penal said.

“At Foro Penal we
have verified 104 releases
of political prisoners in
Venezuela today,” the NGO
wrote on social media.

Foro Penal had earlier
reported 80 political pris-
oners being released Sun-
day.

Director  Alfredo
Romero said on X that the
group was verifying the
identities of those released
from jails nationwide.

Foro Penal attorney
Gonzalo Himiob said the
initial releases had taken
place in the early hours of
the day.

Germany
offers 1 mn
euro reward
for Berlin
blackout culprits

BERLIN (AFP/APP): Ger-
many is offering a one-mil-
lion-euro ($1.2 million) re-
ward for information lead-
ing to the arrest of sus-
pected far-left militants
whose arson attack caused
a massive blackout in Ber-
lin, the interior minister said
Tuesday.

The electricity outage
left roughly 45,000 homes
and around 2,200 busi-
nesses without power for
nearly a week in the middle
of winter in the southwest
of the German capital.

Police are hunting mem-
bers of the far-left
“Vulkangruppe” (Volcano
Group) which claimed re-
sponsibility for the early
January blackout in several
online statements. Interior
Minister Alexander Dobrindt
on Tuesday vowed to “strike
back”. “I think it’s appropri-
ate to underscore the serious-
ness of the situation with a
reward of this magnitude,”
Dobrindt said.

Panda fans gather to see off twin pandas Xiao Xiao and Lei Lei before a truck
transporting them departs from Ueno Zoo for their planned return to China,
in Tokyo, Japan.

Sailors aboard the Philippine Navy frigate BRP Jose Rizal salute during
near Scarborough Shoal in disputed waters of the South China Sea.

UNRWA chief slams Israel over
arson attack on agency’s HQ

UNITED NATIONS
(APP): The head of em-
battled UN relief agency for
Palestinians, UNRWA, has
condemned reports that its
headquarters in East Jerusa-
lem have been set alight by
Israeli authorities. It comes
after Israeli y arsonists
“stormed and demolished”
buildings in the compound
last week, UNRWA Com-
missioner-General Philippe
Lazzarini said.
“Allowing this un-
precedented destruction is
the latest attack on the UN
in the ongoing attempt to
dismantle the status of Pal-

estine Refugees in the Oc-
cupied Palestinian Terri-
tory and erase their his-
tory,” Lazzarini said.

In a short statement,
the senior UN official added
that there were “no limits
to the defiance of the
United Nations” and inter-
national law in the Occu-
pied Palestinian Territory.

Last Tuesday’s move
by Israeli authorities to send
bulldozers into the Sheikh
Jarrah compound where
they tore down UNRWA
structures prompted swift
condemnation from senior
UN officials including Sec-

retary-General Antonio
Guterres and UN High
Commissioner for Human
Rights, Volker Turk.

Ahead of that dra-
matic development, on 14
January, Israeli forces en-
tered an UNRWA health
centre in East Jerusalem and
ordered it to close. The
agency reported that its
workers were “terrified”
and that the deteriorating
situation was a direct result
of legislation passed by the
Israeli parliament in De-
cember, stepping up exist-
ing anti-UNRWA laws
adopted in 2024.

US aircraft carrier has
arrived in Middle East

WASHINGTON (AFP/
APP): The USS Abraham
Lincoln carrier strike group
has arrived in the Middle
East, the US military said
on Monday, dramatically
boosting American fire-
power in the region.

The carrier and its ac-
companying ships were or-
dered to the region as Iran
cracked down on mass pro-
tests.

While  President
Donald Trump has since
backed away from military
action against Tehran, he
has insisted all options re-
main on the table.

The strike group is
“currently deployed to the
Middle East to promote
regional security and stabil-
ity,” US Central Command,
which is responsible for

American forces in the re-
gion, said in a post on X.

Trump told Axios in
an interview on Monday
that the United States has
“a bigarmada next to Iran,”
but said Tehran is eager to
talk: “They want to make a
deal. T know so. They called
on numerous occasions.”

A senior US official
meanwhile said to report-
ers during a call that Wash-
ington is “open for busi-
ness” if the Iranians “want
to contact us.”

The protests in Iran
started in late December,
driven by economic griev-
ances, but turned into a
mass movement against
the Islamic republic, with
huge street demonstra-
tions for several days from
January 8.

Russia kills 6
in Ukraine, hits

energy sites
ODESA (AFP/APP):
Russian forces killed six
people and wounded doz-
ens of others, including
two children and a preg-
nant woman, in attacks on
Ukraine’s energy facili-

ties, Kyiv announced

Tuesday.
President

Volodymyr Zelensky

said the latest bombard-
ment undermined peace
efforts and urged allies to
step up pressure on Mos-
cow to end the war, which
is grinding towards its
fourth anniversary.
“Every such Russian
strike erodes the diplo-
macy that is still ongoing
and undermines the ef-
forts of partners who are
helping to end this war,”
he wrote on social media.

o i

A city worker shovels heavy snow from a sidewalk in a residential neighbor-
hood in the aftermath of a winter storm in the St. Louis area, Missouri, US.

France’s president
to meet Denmark,
Greenland leaders

PARIS (AFP/APP):
France’s president will
meet the leaders of Den-
mark and Greenland in Paris
on Wednesday for “a work-
ing lunch”, his office said
Tuesday.

Emmanuel Macron
will “reaffirm European
solidarity and France’s sup-
port for Denmark,
Greenland, their sover-
eignty and their territorial
integrity”, the presidency
said.

The meeting comes
days after US President
Donald Trump backed
down from threats to seize
Greenland, a mineral-rich
Arctic island that is an au-

tonomous Danish territory.

The three leaders will
discuss “security issues in
the Arctic and the economic
and social development of
Greenland, which France
and the European Union
are ready to support”,
Macron’s office said.

Faced with Russian
threats and US ambitions
for Greenland, Danish
Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen and Greenland
leader  Jens-Frederik
Nielsen have been making
rounds with European al-
lies this week including talks
in Hamburg and Berlin
ahead of visiting Paris
Wednesday.

Minneapolis mayor says
‘some’ US immigration
agents to leave city

MINNEAPOLIS (AFP/
APP): Some federal immi-
gration agents will leave
Minneapolis Tuesday, the
city’s mayor said, as US
President Donald Trump
struck a conciliatory note
after nationwide outrage
over the killings of two
American citizens.
Minneapolis Mayor
Jacob Frey said in a post
on social media platform X
that “some federal agents”
will begin leaving the city,
but did not provide specif-
ics of how many. “I will
continue pushing for the
rest involved in this opera-
tion to go,” Frey added.

Frey said he spoke
with Trump on Monday,
adding: “The president
agreed the present situation
can’t continue.” The White
House was scrambling as
video of the latest shooting
went viral, prompting street
protests, criticism from
former presidents Bill
Clinton and Barack Obama
and, increasingly, from
within Trump’s Republican
Party. In a marked change
of tone, Trump said he had
sent his top border enforcer
Tom Homan—whom the
president described as
“tough but fair’—to Min-
neapolis on Monday.

Spain to

regularlse 500,000

undocumented

migrants: minister
MADRID (AFP/APP):
Spain’s left-wing govern-
ment will on Tuesday ap-
prove a decree that will
regularise 500,000 undocu-
mented migrants, the migra-
tion minister said, the
country’s latest break with
harsher policies elsewhere
in Europe.

Elma Saiz told public
broadcaster RTVE that the
beneficiaries would be able
to work “in any sector, in
any part of the country”
and pointed to “the posi-
tive impact” of migration.

“We are talking about
estimations, probably more
or less the figures may be
around half a million
people,” she added, saying
the government was
“recognising and dignifying”
people already in Spain.
Sources from her ministry
said the measure would af-
fect those living in Spain for
at least five months and who
had applied for international
protection before December
31, 2025.

The regularisation will
also include children of the
applicants who already live
in Spain, the sources added.

The application period
will open in April and con-
tinue until the end of June,
Saiz said. The decree will not
need to be passed in parlia-
ment, where the Socialist-
led coalition lacks a major-
ity. Socialist Prime Minis-
ter Pedro Sanchez says
Spain needs migration to fill
workforce gaps and coun-
teract an ageing population
that could imperil pensions
and the welfare state.

Gazans long for
reopening of ‘lifeline’
Rafah crossing

GAZA CITY (AFP/APP):
With Gaza’s vital Rafah
border crossing expected to
soon reopen, residents of
the war-shattered territory
are hoping to reunite with
family members, or are
looking to leave themselves.

The Rafah crossing
between Gaza and Egypt is
the Palestinian territory’s
only gateway to the outside
world that does not lead to
Israel and is a key entry
point for both people and
goods.

It has been closed
since Israeli forces took
control of it in May 2024,
except for a limited reopen-
ing inearly 2025, and other
bids to reopen failed to
materialise.

Following a US-
brokered ceasefire that took
effect in October, Rafah is

expected to reopen for pe-
destrians, after visiting US
envoys reportedly pressed
Israeli officials to reopen the
crossing.

“Opening the Rafah
crossing means opening the
door to life for me. I haven’t
seen my wife and children
for two years since they left
at the beginning of the war
and I was prevented from
travelling,” said 48-year-old
Mahmud al-Natour, who
hails from Gaza City.

“My children are
growing up far away from
me, and the years are pass-
ing by as if we are cut off
from the world and life it-
self,” he told AFP.

Randa Samih, 48, also
called the crossing “the life-
line of Gaza,” but is wor-
ried about whether she
would be able to leave.

US monster storm kills 30

NEW YORK (AFP/APP):
More than half a million
Americans woke up with-
out power Tuesday, as
freezing temperatures
gripped swathes of the
country in a monster storm
that has killed at least 30
people.

A frigid, life-threaten-
ing Arctic air mass could
delay recovery as munici-
palities from New Mexico
to Maine tried to dig out
following the storm, which
dropped a vicious cocktail
of heavy snow and wind,
along with freezing rain and
sleet.

Forecasters warned
that much of the northern
half of the country will see
temperatures that are “con-
tinuously below freezing
through February 1,” the
National Weather Service
said in an X post.

It added that “record
low temperatures” hit
southern states, which are
unaccustomed to intense
winter weather.

While skies began
clearing in parts of the coun-
try, relentless snowfall in
the northeast meant parts
of Connecticut saw over 22
inches (56 cm) of snow,
with more than 16 inches

(40.6 cm) recorded in Bos-
ton, Massachusetts.

The storm was linked
to at least 30 deaths, ac-
cording to a compilation of
state government and local
media reports, with causes
including hypothermia as
well as accidents related to
traffic, sledding, AT Vs and
snowplows.

Seven people were
killed when the small plane
they were traveling in
crashed while taking off in
a snowstorm in Bangor,
Maine, the Federal Aviation
Administration said.

One man in New Jer-
sey was found in the snow
unresponsive with a shovel
in his hand.

In New York City,
eight more people were
found dead amid plummet-
ing temperatures, and an
investigation to determine
the causes was underway.
It was not known if all of
these fatalities were storm-
related.

Electricity began
blinking back on across the
south but as of Tuesday
morning more than 540,000
customers remained with-
out it, according to the
tracking site
Poweroutage.com.

North Korea fires
ballistic missiles
towards Sea of Japan

SEOUL  (AFP/APP):
North Korea fired what ap-
peared to be two ballistic
missiles towards the Sea of
Japan on Tuesday, Tokyo
said.

South Korea’s Joint
Chief of Staff also said it
had detected a “projectile”
being fired towards what
Seoul calls the East Sea.

Japan’s coast guard,
citing the defence ministry,
said it had detected two
ballistic missiles and that
both were estimated to have
already splashed down.

Japanese news agency
Jiji Press reported the two
missiles had landed outside
of the country’s Exclusive
Economic Zone, citing de-
fence ministry sources.

The test is
Pyongyang’s second of the
month, following a salvo of
missiles fired hours before
South Korea’s leader
headed to China for a sum-

mit.

It comes a day after a
high-level visit to Seoul by
the Pentagon’s number
three official Elbridge
Colby, who hailed South
Korea as a “model ally”.

North Korea has
stepped up missile testing
significantly in recent
years.

Analysts say this
drive is aimed at improving
precision strike capabili-
ties, challenging the United
States as well as South Ko-
rea, and testing weapons
before potentially export-
ing them to Russia.

Pyongyang is also set
to hold a landmark con-
gress of its ruling party in
the coming weeks, its first
in five years. Ahead of that
conclave, leader Kim Jong
Un ordered the “expan-
sion” and modernisation of
the country’s missile pro-
duction.

55,000 local observers
to watch elections in
Bangladesh

DHAKA (BSS/APP): The
Election Commission (EC)
has allowed 55,454 local
observers to monitor the
13th National Parliamen-
tary Election and the Ref-
erendum scheduled for Feb-
ruary 12.

Of them, 7,997 ob-
servers from 81 observation
organizations centrally reg-
istered with the EC, and
constituency-based 47,457
observers have been given
permission to observe the
elections.

A letter, signed by EC
Secretariat Director (Public
Relations) and Information
Officer Md Ruhul Amin
Mallick, revealed the infor-
mation on Monday.

According to the let-
ter, only voters of the re-
spective polling centres and
those carrying EC-ap-
proved identity cards will
be allowed to enter the poll-
ing centers.

Observers must fol-
low the ‘Election Obser-
vation Guidelines 2025’
while observing the elec-
tion.

The EC launched a
web portal (https://
pr.ecs.gov.bd/) to issue iden-
tity cards and car stickers
for the local observers.

To apply for identity
cards and car stickers, the
approved observers have to

log into the portal sepa-
rately and apply online by
February 3.

After verifying and
approving the applications,
the observers will have to
download and print the
cards and stickers online.

Centrally-registered
observers can collect their
identity cards and car stick-
ers from the EC Public Re-
lations Branch.

Returning officers or
authorized officials will
approve the online appli-
cations for constituency-
based observers across the
country. User IDs and pass-
words have already been
provided to returning offic-
ers for this purpose.

Observers must fol-
low these instructions:

Central and local ob-
servers should display their
identification cards at all
times during observation,
ensuring they are clearly
visible.

Observers must re-
spect voters’ rights and
avoid obstructing the work
of EC officials.

They cannot interfere
with the election process in
any way. Observers may
stay briefly in any area in-
side polling centres, pro-
vided their presence does
not disrupt the election
process.
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Pakistan says:

India’s illegal occupation of
Kashmir is root cause of
South Asian instability

UNITED NATIONS
(INP): Pakistan’s Perma-
nent Representative to the
UN, Ambassador Asim
Iftikhar, has said that
India’s illegal occupation of
Jammu and Kashmir in
gross violation of Security
Council resolutions is the
root cause of instability in
South Asia.

Speaking at a High-
Level Open Debate of the
United Nations Security
Council, Ambassador Asim
Iftikhar said that lasting
peace in South Asia re-
quired resolving the Kash-
mir dispute in line with UN
resolutions and ensuring
respect for treaty obliga-
tions, including water-shar-
ing agreements. He also
condemned India’s unilat-
eral suspension of the Indus
Waters Treaty as “another
blatant breach of interna-
tional obligations, threaten-
ing lives, livelihoods of mil-
lions, endangering peace and
security.”

“Pakistan rejects the
weaponisation of water and

critical natural resources,”
Ahmad stated, noting that
treaty compliance is a cor-
nerstone of international
legal order.

Ambassador Asim
said the erosion of the rule
of law was contributing to
conflict, humanitarian cri-
ses and weakening trust
between countries.

He said international
law was meant to make re-
lations between states pre-
dictable and stable. But
when countries ignore
agreed rules, he warned, law
risks losing its meaning.
The Pakistani envoy
emphasised that “reaffirm-
ing international rule of law
is not an abstract legal exer-
cise but a prerequisite for
peace, Justlce and collective
secunty

“Selective application
of legal norms, erosion of
treaty obligation and unilat-
eral actions have weakened
trust among states and
strained the multilateral
system in the UN Charter,”
he stressed. “When law

yields to power or expedi-
ency, instability deepens,
disputes entrench further,
and peaceful coexistence
jeopardised.” He cautioned
against attempts to
normalise unilateral actions
outside the UN framework.

Referring to tensions
with India, Ambassador
Ahmad said Pakistan had
experienced violations of
international law first-hand.
He stated that last May,
“India carried out an unpro-
voked military aggression in
breach of international law
and Pakistani sovereignty.”
He noted that Pakistan,
“acting in accordance with
Article 51 of the Charter,”
exercised “its inherent right
of self-defence in respon-
sible, restrained and pro-
portional manner.”

“Our response estab-
lished that there can be no
new normal based on coer-
cion or 1mpun1ty he said,
adding that “respect for in-
ternational law remains the
only legitimate norm gov-
erning interstate conduct.”

ISLAMABAD: The Hoﬂ ble Chief Justice of Pakistan, Mr. Ji usticeYaha

Afridi, meeting with a delegation comprising members of the Rawalpindi
High Court Bar Association, Tehsil Bar Association Kabal, and Mohmand
Bar Association, Mohmand District, at the Supreme Court of Pakistan.

India’s hesitation on US-led peace
board stems from Kashmir fears,
shifting Washington ties: Masood

MIRPUR (APP): Ambas-
sador Masood Khan,
former President of Azad
Jammu and Kashmir and ex-
Pakistan envoy to the
United Nations and the
United States, has said that
India’s reluctance to join the
US-led Board of Peace is
rooted not in procedural
reservations but in deep
strategic anxiety over Kash-
mir, potential scrutiny of
human rights violations, and
evolving relations with
Washington. Speaking dur-
ing a televised discussion in
the federal capital on Tues-
day, he observed that New
Delhi has deliberately

avoided an outright rejec-
tion, reflecting unease
rather than confidence.

Ambassador Khan ex-
plained that diplomatic
circles believe India fears
the Board’s wide mandate,
particularly the possibility
that it could take up pro-
tracted disputes beyond
Gaza, including Jammu and
Kashmir.

He noted that India
has consistently resisted
third-party mediation and
undermined UN Security
Council resolutions af-
firming the Kashmiri
people’s right to self-de-
termination.

Naeemur Rehman says:
‘Not even a single project is

completed timely in Karach?’

Independent Report
KARACHI: Jamaat-e-
islami (JI) Pakistan su-
preme leader Engr Hafiz
Naeemur Rehman has said
that neither provincial sta-
tus, nor federal control, but
an empowered local govern-
ment is the most viable so-
lution to the woes of
Karachi.

The JI Pakistan
Ameer said this while ad-
dressing apress conference,
held at Idara Noor-e-Haq—
the JI Karachi headquar-
ters, here on Tuesday.

Neither provincial
control nor federal control
—the solution to Karachi’s
problems lies only in an em-
powered city government.
“A system of occupa-
tion cannot function by dis-

| - i
HYDERABAD: Awami National Party central

respecting the people’s
vote,” he said, adding that
Karachi’s authority should
belong only to the citizens
of Karachi.

“Today, the people
are dissatisfied with the
Sindh government; tomor-
row, they will raise their
voice against the federation,
he said while further com-
menting on the demands for
federal control or provincial
status.

“Empowered local
government systems are
successful in all major cit-
ies of the world,” he said
while highlighting that Lon-
don and New York in the
West, and Tehran and
Istanbul in the Muslim
world, are successful ex-
amples of this model.

president Aimal Wali Khan addressing to Bacha
Khan Peace Conference, organized by Awami Na-
tional Party Jamshoro district, at local hotel.

Balochistan Govt prioritizes
public welfare through
healthcare reforms: Bakht

Independent Report
QUETTA: Balochistan
Health Minister Bakht
Muhammad Kakar has re-
affirmed that addressing
public concerns remains the
provincial government’s
foremost priority, with
concrete measures under-
way to improve healthcare
delivery. Speaking to visit-
ing delegations, he high-
lighted that reforms
grounded in transparency,
merit, and good governance
are central to restoring pub-
lic confidence and ensuring
citizens receive healthcare
services at their doorstep.

The minister noted
that significant steps have
been taken to maintain medi-
cal facilities, ensure the

availability of medicines,
and monitor staff atten-
dance in government hos-
pitals.

Special initiatives are
underway to extend basic
healthcare services to re-
mote areas, alongside de-
velopment plans focusing
on upgrading existing hos-
pitals, establishing new
health units, and rehabili-
tating medical centers to
provide enhanced treat-
ment facilities.

Kakar emphasized
that the government is
working closely with pub-
lic representatives and rel-
evant departments to tackle
issues related to clean drink-
ing water, sanitation, and
environmental health.

President hails
CTD for
successful
operation against
terrorists in

Balochistan
ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Tuesday paid tribute to
the Counter Terrorism De-
partment (CTD) for suc-
cessful operation against
terrorists in Balochistan.

The president hailed
the CTD and law enforce-
ment agencies for eliminat-
ing 10 terrorists during the
operation, a Presidency’s
news release said.

President Asif Zardari
directed to provide best
medical facilities to the
CTD personnel injured in
the anti-terrorist operation.
The president emphasised
that operations against ter-
rorists were essential for
establishing peace in the
country and the region.

Court stops
arrest of PTI
founder in
May 9 case,

five other cases

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
District and Sessions Court
of Islamabad on Tuesday
stopped the arrest of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) founder in the May
9 case and five other cases,
extending pre-arrest bail for
him and his wife Bushra
Bibi until February 6.

The court also di-
rected that the PTI founder
must be presented at the
next hearing, either in per-
son or through a video link.

Additional District
and Sessions Judge
Muhammad Afzal Majoka
heard the case. The court
passed the orders during
proceedings related to the
May 9 case and other pend-
ing cases registered against
the PTI founder.

Due to the absence of
the PTI founder, arguments
on the pre-arrest bail appli-
cations could not be heard.

Renowned
television actor
Khalid Hafeez

Khan passes

away

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Pakistani entertainment in-
dustry is mourning the loss
of renowned television ac-
tor Khalid Hafeez Khan,
who passed away recently,
leaving fans and colleagues
deeply saddened.

Known for his impec-
cable comic timing and
memorable performances,
Khalid Hafeez Khan had
become a household name,
particularly for his role as
‘Mr. Shameem’ in the iconic
PTV comedy drama ‘Guest
House’, a show that con-
tinues to be celebrated by
viewers decades after its
original airing.

According to family
sources, his funeral prayers
will be offered after Asr
prayers at the ‘H-11 cem-
etery in Islamabad’, and
friends, colleagues, and fans
are expected to pay their
respects.

Shehbaz Sharif.

ISLAMABAD: The Umon Mlmster for Foreign Affairs of the Repubhc of the
Union of Myanmar, H.E. U Than Swe called on Prime Minister Muhammad

CM Bugti lauds timely & effective of
action of CTD against suspects in Pishin

QUETTA (APP):
Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti on Tues-
day appreciated the timely
and effective action of the
Counter-Terrorism Depart-
ment (CTD) in Pishin dis-
trict against suspects.

He said that the law
enforcement agencies are
performing their duties
with full professionalism
and determination to estab-
lish law and order in
Balochistan.

In a statement, the
Chief Minister paid tribute
to the courage, bravery and
sense of duty of the CTD
personnel who were injured
in the exchange of fire dur-
ing the operation and ex-
pressed his best wishes for
their speedy recovery.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti said
that CTD Balochistan and

police personnel are stand-
ing on the front line in the
war against terrorism and
are taking all possible steps
to protect the lives and
property of the people.

He said that the recov-
ery of rocket launchers,
SMGs and explosives from
the terrorists during the
operation is clear evidence
that these elements were
busy trying to sabotage the
peace of the province and
had links with banned or-
ganizations.

The CM mentioned
that the government has al-
ways given top priority to
peace and law enforcement,
the agencies have been given
clear instructions to con-
tinue their operations with-
out discrimination under
the zero tolerance policy
against terrorism.

He also expressed sat-
isfaction that the protection
of the civilian population
was given priority while
upholding the state writ
during the operation.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti
made it clear that there is
no room for terrorists, their
facilitators and networks in
Balochistan. “Until the es-
tablishment of lasting peace
in the province, anti-terror-
ism operations will con-
tinue with full force and
every conspiracy will be
foiled with the cooperation
of the people”, he noted.

He said that the pro-
tection of the lives and prop-
erty of the people of
Balochistan is the first and
unwavering responsibility
of the government, on
which no compromise to be
made.

NAB, TI discuss transparency
and future collaboration

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
four-member Transparency
International (TI) delega-
tion led by Chair Frangois
Valérian met National Ac-
countability Bureau (NAB)
Chairman Lt Gen ® Nazir
Ahmed at NAB Headquar-
ters to discuss transparency
accountability and pros-
pects for enhanced coop-
eration between TI and
NAB.

The TI delegation in-
cluded Justice ® Zia
Perwez, Advocate Daniyal
Muzaffar and Kashif Ali.
Deputy Chairman NAB
Sohail Nasir and senior
NAB officers were also

present.

During the meeting,
both sides exchanged views
on key anti-corruption ini-
tiatives, institutional re-
forms, and the importance
of collaboration between
national anti-graft institu-
tions and international civil
society organizations to
promote accountability and
good governance.

Chairman NAB em-
phasized the need for coor-
dinated national and inter-
national efforts to counter
corruption, noting that the
challenge transcends bor-
ders and undermines the
rule of law and public trust.

Pakistan to
observe
Kashmir Day
on Feb 5 with

full zeal: Amir

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Kash-
mir Affairs, Gilgit-Baltistan
and Safron, Engineer Amir
Mugqam, said on Tuesday
that Kashmir Solidarity Day
will be observed on Febru-
ary 5 with full enthusiasm,
reaffirming Pakistan’s sup-
port for the Kashmiri
people’s right to self-deter-
mination. Chairing an inter-
ministerial and inter-provin-
cial coordination meeting at
the Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir Council.
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ISLAMABAD: A four member delegation of Transparency International headed
by its Chair Mr.Francois Valerian held a meeting with Chairman NAB Lt

Gen (R) Nazir Ahmed at NAB (Hq).

NA body directs Radio Pak
to furnish detailed account
of its nationwide properties

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
National Assembly Stand-
ing Committee on Informa-
tion and Broadcasting on
Tuesday directed Radio
Pakistan to furnish a de-
tailed account of'its nation-
wide properties, province-
wise employee strength in-
cluding Azad Jammu and
Kashmir, pensioners, and
the locations of upcoming
FM stations.

Chaired by MNA
Pullain Baloch, the commit-
tee further instructed that
Radio Pakistan’s land in
Quetta be utilized for edu-

cational or health facilities
instead of being converted
into a park. DG Radio Saeed
Ahmed Shaikh briefed
members  that  the
Balochistan Chief Minister
had requested the land for a
park, but assured compli-
ance if the committee rec-
ommended otherwise.
Expressing concern
over repeated bailout re-
quests, the committee ad-
vised Radio Pakistan’s
management to prioritize
income generation, stress-
ing reliance on government
grants is unsustainable.

ECP lifts
suspension of
five provincial

legislators

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) has re-
instated the membership
of five provincial assembly
members from Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa af-
ter they submitted their
statements of assets and li-
abilities for the fiscal year
2024-25. The legislators
had been suspended on
January 16 for failing to
meet the December 31,
2025 deadline. According to
an ECP notification, the re-
stored members include
Amir Hayat Hiraj (PP-207,
Khanewal).

Zero tolerance on lapses as Commissioner
intensifies drive to wipe out polio

Independent Report
QUETTA: Commissioner
Quetta Division Shahzeb
Khan Kakar has underscored
that the complete elimina-
tion of polio demands un-
wavering commitment, co-
ordination and accountabil-
ity from all concerned de-
partments, making it clear
that any form of negligence
will be unacceptable.

Chairing a review meet-
ing on the polio situation in
the Quetta block, the com-
missioner examined progress
and challenges related to on-

going eradication efforts. The
meeting was attended by
Deputy Commissioner
Quetta Mehrullah Badini,
the divisional focal person,
members of the polio task
force, relevant District Health
Officers, while Deputy
Commissioners of Chaman,
Kila Abdullah and Pishin par-
ticipated online.

During the briefing,
Shahzeb Khan Kakar was
presented with a compre-
hensive assessment of the
previous polio campaign,
highlighting achievements,

operational hurdles and
sectors where performance
fell short. He instructed of-
ficials to focus special at-
tention on low-performing
union councils and to intro-
duce effective, targeted
strategies to improve out-
comes. Emphasizing trans-
parency and efficiency, the
commissioner called for
further strengthening of the
monitoring mechanism, rec-
ommending that specific
monitors be assigned to in-
dividual union councils to
enable continuous oversight.

Meets Myanmar’s FM

PM underscores
expanding bilateral
cooperation

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Union Minister for Foreign
Affairs of the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar, U
Than Swe, who is on an
official visit to Pakistan,
paid a courtesy call on the
Prime Minister
Muhammad  Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday.
Welcoming the visit-
ing dignitary and reaffirm-
ing Pakistan’s commitment
to further strengthening its
longstanding relations with
Myanmar, the prime min-
ister underscored the im-
portance of expanding co-
operation in trade and eco-
nomic engagement, educa-
tion, culture, capacity-
bulldlng, and people -to-

people exchanges, a Prime
Minister’s Office news re-

lease said.
Prime Minister
Muhammad  Shehbaz

Sharif particularly appreci-
ated Myanmar’s coopera-
tion in combating traffick-
ing and its support for
Pakistan’s engagement with
ASEAN. The Myanmar
Foreign Minister thanked
the Prime Minister for the
warm welcome accorded to
him and his delegation. He
conveyed the greetings and
good  wishes from
Myanmar’s leadership and
expressed Myanmar’s de-
sire to expand its ties with
Pakistan in areas of mutual
interest.

A -
ISLAMABAD: Acting President Syed Yousuf Raza
Gilani meeting with Pir of Lauri Sharif, Pir
Muhammed Sadiq Qureshi in the Federal Capital.

Pakistan, Ghana agree
to strengthen multi
sectoral cooperation

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan and Ghana have
agreed to enhance coopera-
tion across a broad range of
areas, including political,
economic, defence, tour-
ism, cultural, health, educa-
tion, information technol-
ogy, and other mutually
beneficial sectors.

The bilateral ties were
discussed during the first
Bilateral Political Consulta-
tions (BPC) between the
two countries held on
Monday in Ghana, mark-
ing an important milestone
in the development of bi-
lateral relations.

The Pakistani delega-
tion was led by Ambassa-
dor Hamid Asghar Khan,

Additional Foreign Secre-
tary, while the Ghanaian
side was headed by Ambas-
sador Khadija Iddrisu,
Chief Director, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.

During the consulta-
tions, two Memoranda of
Understanding (MoUs)
were signed, including one
on Bilateral Political Consul-
tations and the other be-
tween the Foreign Service
Academy, Islamabad, and
the Ghana Foreign Service
Institute. Both sides reaf-
firmed their commitment to
further strengthening bilat-
eral relations and agreed to
hold the next round of the
Bilateral Political Consulta-
tions in Islamabad next year.

Balochistan women’s
commission takes
global stage

Kiran Baloch drives cross-border
push for women and child rights

Independent Report
JAKARTA: Chairperson
of the Balochistan Commis-
sion on the Status of
Women (BCSW), Ms.
Kiran Baloch, held a high-
level meeting in Jakarta on
January 19, 2026, with se-
nior officials from
Indonesia’s Ministry of
Women Empowerment and
Child Protection
(MOWECP), the Coordi-
nating Ministry of Human
Development and Cultural
Affairs, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, UN

Women, and the Wahid
Foundation.

The meeting served as
a significant forum for in-
depth discussions on key
challenges and emerging pri-
orities related to women’s
empowerment and child
protection. Participants
shared perspectives on
policy frameworks, practi-
cal experiences and effec-
tive approaches aimed at
promoting gender equality,
protecting children’s rights
and strengthening social in-
clusion.

QUETTA: Clouds and snow-covered mountains cre-
ate stunning winter scene in Quetta.

Reko Diq project prioritizes
local talent, boosts
employment and skills

Independent Report
NOKKUNDI: Reko Diq
Mining Company
(RDMC) has emphasized
its commitment to local de-
velopment, reporting that
76 percent of the project’s
705 employees are from
Balochistan, with the ma-
jority originating from Dis-
trict Chagai. The workforce
also includes 11 percent
expatriates and 13 percent
employees from other
parts of Pakistan, reflect-
ing RDMC'’s focus on com-
munity empowerment.

Company data indi-
cate that 67 percent of
Balochistan-based staff are
from Chagai, 10 percent
from Quetta, 4 percent from

Noshki, and 19 percent
from other districts. RDMC
highlighted that employ-
ment and career advance-
ment opportunities are be-
ing offered across opera-
tional, technical, and admin-
istrative roles, enabling lo-
cal talent to assume leader-
ship positions in the future.

To support this objec-
tive, specialized training
programs have been
launched in collaboration
with technical institutions,
equipping young people
with modern skills. The
company also underlined
its commitment to gender
inclusion, with women
comprising 12 percent of
the workforce.

QUETTA Commlssmner Quetta Dmsnon Shahzaib Khan Kakar presides over the meeting to review overall situation of anti-polio
campaign.
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