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ISLAMABAD: President Global Development Gates Foundation Dr. Chris Elias
along with delegation calls on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

DUBAI: President Asif Ali Zardari in a meeting with Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the United Arab
Emirates and Ruler of Dubai.

ISLAMABAD: High Commissioner of Australia
Timothy Kane called on Chief of the Naval Staff,
Admiral Naveed Ashraf at Naval Headquarters.

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan presides over the meeting to review preparation of PSDP 2026-27.

ISLAMABAD: Acting President, Syed Yousuf Raza
Gilani in a meeting with Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Faisal Karim Kundi.

Mari Energies
discovers new
gas reserves

in Balochistan
QUETTA (INP):  Mari
Energies Limited has an-
nounced gas discovery at
the Tibri-1 exploratory
well in the Kalchas South
Block situated in Dera Bugti
district o f Baloc histan
province. Under the re-
form-oriented vision of the
Special Investment Facili-
tation Council (SIFC), the
country continues to move
steadily toward enhancing
local energy resources.

Mari Energies Limited
has officially announced a
successful gas discovery at
the Tabri-1 well, represent-
ing an encouraging mile-
stone for increasing na-
tional gas outp ut. The
Tabri-1 well was drilled last
year to a depth of 7,170 feet.
Initial well testing results in-
dicate a gas flow rate of up
to 11 million standard cubic
feet per day (MMSCFD).
Further testing and technical
analysis are currently under-
way to determine the well’s
full production potential. Of-
ficials stated that the discov-
ery is expected to play a vi-
tal role in boosting indig-
enous gas production.

Crime rate in Quetta drops by
70% in two months: CM Bugti
Govt tightens grip on security and surveillance

Two Pakistan Navy
officers promoted to

the rank of rear admiral
ISLAMABAD (PR): Two
Commodores of Pakistan
Navy have been promoted

Islamabad.
Rear Admiral

Armaghan Ahmad was

commissioned in Marine
Engineering Branch of Pa-
kistan Navy in 1994. The
Flag Officer is a graduate of
Pakistan Navy War College
Lahore and National De-
fence University
Islamabad. He did his Mas-
ter of Science in Manufac-
turing System Engineering
& Management from
NUST. The officer has an
illustrious service career
with vast experience of
serving on key appoint-
ments. He is currently serv-
ing as Managing Director
Dockyard (Karachi).

In recognition of their
meritorious services, the
Flag Officers have been
awarded Sitara-i-Imtiaz
(Military).

to the rank of Rear Admi-
ral.

Rear Admiral Javed
Zia was commissioned in
Weapon Engineering
Branch of Pakistan Navy in
1994. The Flag Officer is a
graduate of Pakistan Navy
War College Lahore, Na-
tional Defence University
Islamabad and qualified
Master of Science in Elec-
trical Engineering from Na-
tional University of Sci-
ences and Technology
(NUST). During his illus-
trious Naval career the of-
ficer has served on various
key appointments. Cur-
rently, the admiral is serv-
ing as Deputy Chief of Na-
val Staff (Materiel) at Na-
val Headquarters

Pakistan among 26 countries
named founding members of

Trump’s ‘Board of Peace’

Pak, UAE Presidents discuss
measures to strengthen ties

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
President Asif Ali Zardari
and Vice President and
Prime Minis ter of the
United Arab Emirates and
Ruler o f Dubai Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, Wednesday, dis-
cussed ways  to further
strengthen bilateral rela-
tions, with a focus on ex-
panding economic, trade
and investment coopera-
tion between Pakistan and
the UAE.

Both sides reaffirmed
their commitment to fur-
ther strengthen the broth-
erly relations between Pa-
kistan and the UAE and
expressed satisfaction over
the positive trajectory of
bilateral ties.

During a meeting at
Zabeel Palace, Dubai, Presi-
dent Zardari congratulated
Sheikh Mohammed bin

Rashid Al Maktoum, on
two decades of leadership
as Ruler of Dubai and com-
mended Dubai’s remarkable
transformation into a glo-
bal centre for tourism, fi-
nance and emerging tech-
nologies.

Both sides exchanged
views on benefiting from
Dubai’s development expe-
rience, particularly in ports,
logistics, infrastructure, in-
formation technology and
digital financial services,
President Secretariat Media
Wing said in a press release.

The meeting was at-
tended by First Lady, Bibi
Aseefa Bhutto Zardari,
Chairman Pakistan Peoples
Party Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari and Pakistan’s Am-
bassador to the UAE.

The president high-
lighted Pakistan’s ongoing
economic reforms, includ-

ing investment facilitation
and privatisation, and ex-
plored opportunities for
enhanced cooperation with
the UAE in infrastructure
development,  logistics,
food security and technol-
ogy-driven sectors.

President Zardari ex-
tended an invita tion to
Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum to visit
Pakistan. The leaders un-
derscored the importance of
high-level exchanges, re-
called the recent visit of
Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan to Paki-
stan, and acknowledged the
UAE’s continued support
for Pakistan’s economic
development.

They also highlighted
the valuable contribution of
the Pakistani community in
the UAE in strengthening
people-to-people links.

Pak tightens border
surveillance over

Nipah virus threat

Govt taking practical steps
to eradicate polio disease

from Pakistan: PM

Court issues non-bailable
arrest warrants against
KP CM Sohail Afridi

Info Minister urges
opposition to offer

solutions, not rhetoric
IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Federal Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting
Attaullah Tarar on Wednes-
day called on the opposi-
tion to adopt a solution-ori-
ented approach, urging
them to move beyond point
scoring and criticism by
presenting constructive al-
ternatives.

Speaking at the oath-
taking ceremony of the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Youth Assembly, flanked
by Prime Minister’s Coor-
dinator for Information on

tics has been reduced to
“singing and poetry” rather
than serious policymaking.

Tarar said politics has
transformed into rhetoric
on social media, where op-
ponents brand each other as
traitors or thieves.

He emphasized that
competition among ruling
parties should focus on in-
frastructure development,
counterterrorism, and hu-
man development indices,
noting that skill develop-
ment is the true measure of
progress globally.

Praising the “dynamic
youth” of the province, he
underscored the importance
of student politics in shap-
ing future leaders.

He recalled his own
experience, describing the
Youth Assembly as a “nurs-
ery” for policymaking and

KP Affairs  Ikhtiar Wali
Khan, he said one province
continues to lag behind due
to narrative-driven politics.

He stressed the need
to replicate modern facili-
ties such as forensic labs
and crime control depart-
ments developed under
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, lamenting that poli- Continued on page 2

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan has ordered strict and
enhanced health surveil-
lance at all entry points fol-
lowing regional alerts over
the Nipah virus, a highly
fatal zoonotic disease, the
government said.

Nipah is classified as
a priority pathogen by the
World Health Organisation
because of its ability to
spark fast?moving out-
breaks, its fatality rate of
40% to 75%, and the fact
that there is no approved
vaccine or cure.

The virus, carried by
fruit bats and animals such
as pigs, can trigger a deadly
brain-swelling fever in hu-
mans and can also spread
directly from person to

person through close con-
tact. Several vaccines are in
development but remain in
testing. In an advisory is-
sued by Border Health Ser-
vices–Pakistan under the
Ministry o f National
Health Services, authorities
cited reports of suspected
Nipah virus cases in India’s
West Bengal state and
warned of the virus’s poten-
tial for cross-border trans-
mission. “In view of the re-
cent regional alert regarding
Nipah Virus (NiV)… and
considering the high case fa-
tality rate, zoonotic nature,
and potential for human-to-
human transmission, it has
become imperative to further
strengthen preventive and
surveillance measures.

Balochistan Govt working
on policy for socio-economic
prosperity of youth: Meena

3-Day policy dialogue on topic of “Coun-
tering Violent Extremism” held by

Balochistan Home Dept 

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Prime Minis ter
Muhammad S hehb az
Sharif on Wednesday em-
phasized that the govern-
ment was taking practical
steps through a compre-
hensive strategy and an ef-
fective team to completely
eliminate Po lio disease
from Pakistan at the earli-
est.

He was talking to
President Global Develop-
ment Gates Foundation Dr.
Chris Elias who along with
his delegation called on him
at the PM House.

The prime minister
expressed the government’
resolve that Pakistan will
continue its efforts, with
the support of trusted part-
ners like the Gates Foun-
dation, until the complete
eradication of polio from
the country.

“The invaluable ser-
vices of Bill Gates for the
eradication of polio from
Pakistan will always be re-
membered,” he said adding
Pakistan was deeply grate-
ful for the cooperation of
Bill Gates  and brotherly
Muslim countries, particu-
larly Saudi Arabia, in efforts

to eradicate polio.
Despite significant

success in the ongoing fight
against the disease, the
prime minister noted that
further urgent measures
were indispensable.

He said the federal
government was working in
full coordination with the
provinces to ensure access
for polio teams across the
country adding that rel-
evant projects under the
Public Sector Development
Programme (PSDP) for the
anti-polio campaign will be
continued.

The prime minister
also directed the federal
health ministry to formu-
late recommendations, in
coordination with all rel-
evant institutions, for pub-
lic awareness and the sup-
ply of vaccines related to
polio eradication.

Gates Foundation
President for Global Devel-
opment Chris Elias said the
Foundation highly appreci-
ates the prime minister’s
personal attention to polio
eradication and the effective
practical measures taken in

Continued on page 2

Independent Report
QUETTA: Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz
Bugti has announced a sub-
stantial improvement in the
law and order situation in
Quetta, at tributing the
progress to a focused gov-
ernment strategy and sus-
tained efforts by law en-
forcement agencies, which
have resulted in a sharp re-
duction in criminal activity
across the city.

In a message posted on
social media platform X, the
Chief Minister disclosed
that crime in Quetta has
declined by as much as 70
percent during the last two
months. He described the
decrease as concrete proof
that the p rovincial
government’s policies and
security initiatives are
yielding tangible results.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti
noted that modern technol-
ogy has become a central
pillar of the government’s
security framework. He
said that under the Safe City
Quetta project, 97 percent
of surveillance cameras
have now been repaired and
brought back online, signifi-
cantly strengthening moni-
toring systems and enhanc-
ing the ability of authorities
to prevent and respond to
crime. He further explained
that the provincial govern-
ment is following a well-in-
tegrated and coordinated
plan to stabilize the secu-
rity situation in Balochistan
in a steady and sustainable
manner. The Chief Minister
reiterated that a strict zero-
tolerance policy is in force
against terrorists and crimi-
nal elements, with no dis-

tinction or leniency.
Commending the role

of the police, Mir Sarfraz
Bugti stated that the
Balochistan Police remain at
the forefront of the fight
against terrorism and crime.
He said the force continues
to carry out its responsibili-
ties with professionalism,
dedication, and sacrifice to
safeguard the lives and
property of the public.

Reiterating his
administration’s resolve, the
Chief Minister affirmed that
unwavering support for law
enforcement agencies will
persist until durable peace
is achieved throughout the
province. He added that ev-
ery available resource is be-
ing deployed to ensure a se-
cure and peaceful environ-
ment for the peo ple of
Balochistan.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
The District & Sessions
Court of Islamab ad on
Wednesday issued non-
bailable arrest warrants
against  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minis-
ter Sohail Afridi in a case
related to allegations against
state institutions.

The court also di-
rected authorities to arrest
him and present him before
the court, citing his failure
to appear during proceed-
ings.

Senior Civil Judge
Abbas Shah presided over

the hearing of the matter
registered against Sohail
Afridi.

During the proceed-
ings, the court noted the
accused’s absenc e and
moved to issue non-bailable
arrest warrants to ensure
his presence.

According to court
records, the case involves
accusations of spreading
misleading claims and harm-
ing the credibility of state
institutions. The complaint
has been registered under
the Prevention of Electronic
Crimes Act (PECA).

QUETTA (APP): Provin-
cial Adviser on Sports and
Yo uth Affairs  Meena
Majeed Wednesday said
that the go vernment of
Balochistan under the lead-
ership of Chief Minister
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti is work-
ing on a youth policy for
the socio-economic pros-
perity of the youth, for
which important projects
like the Youth Socio-Eco-
nomic Development Pro-
gram have been launched.

Addressing the inau-
gural c eremony of the
policy dialogue on the topic
of “Countering Violent Ex-
tremism”, she said that un-
der this project, youth are
being made aware to avoid
baseless and negative pro-
paganda and misinforma-
tion. In addition, a Youth
Resource Center has been
established for career coun-
seling of youth.

Continued on page 2

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Trump administration’s
newly formed “Board of
Peace” on Wednesday an-
nounced 26 countries des-
ignated as founding mem-
bers of the initiative, includ-
ing Pakistan.

A week after United
States President Donald
Trump formally introduced
the “Board of Peace” at the
World Economic Forum in
Davos, Switzerland, the
body launched an official
account on US social media
company X.

“The Board of Peace
welcomes Pakistan as a
founding member of our
gro wing international
organisation,” said a wel-
come post on X.

The list of founding
members includes Argen-
tina, Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Albania, Bahrain, Belarus,

Bulgaria, Cambodia, El Sal-
vador, Egypt, Hungary, In-
do nesia, Jordan,
Kazakhstan, Kosovo, Ku-
wait, Mongolia, Morocco,
Pakistan, Paraguay, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, Türkiye, the
United Arab  Emirates,
Uzbekistan, and Vietnam,
spanning the Middle East,
As ia, Euro pe,  Latin
America, and the Caucasus.

Notably absent from
the list are major European
countries such as France,
Germany, and the United
Kingdom, amid sharp dis-
agreements with Trump on
issues including Greenland
and tariff policies, which
have strained relations be-
tween Washington and sev-
eral European capitals.

Ukraine questioned
how it could participate
alongs ide Russ ia and
Belarus.

Finance Minister,
German envoy
discuss bilateral

relations
IS LAMABAD (INP ):
German Ambassador to
Pakistan Ms  Ina Lap el
called on Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb in
Islamabad on Wednesday
and discussed bilateral re-
lations.

Both the sides under-
scored the importance of
sustained engagement to
further strengthen bilateral
cooperation in trade, in-
vestment, and develop-
ment. They reaffirmed their
shared  commitment to
deepening economic ties
and promoting a stable,
transparent, and predict-
able business environment
that supports long-term
growth. The Federal Min-
ister o utlined the
Government’s broad eco-
nomic outlook and reform
priorities, emphasizing the
importance of macroeco-
no mic stab ility, fisc al
sustainability, and competi-
tiveness-led growth.

European
delegation

urges global
outreach to

amplify voices
of Kashmiris

ISLAMABAD (INP): A
visiting European delegation
has emphasized the need
for stronger global linkages
to amplify the voices of the
Kashmiri people, urging
scholars, researchers, and
interns to proactively en-
gage with international
think tanks, academic insti-
tutions, and media plat-
forms to highlight the
ground realities of Indian
illegally occupied Jammu
and Kashmir.

The European delega-
tion said this while paying
a visit to the Kashmir In-
stitute of International Re-
lations (KIIR) in Islamabad,
today, where it was briefed
on the institute’s research,
advocacy, and capacity-
building initiatives, as well
as  the o ngoing human
rights situation in Indian
illegally occupied Jammu
and Kashmir.

Askar Khan
appointed
as DGPR

Balochistan
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Govern-
ment of Balochistan on
Monday ordered the trans-
fer and posting of senior
officers in the interest of
public service with imme-
diate effect.

According to a notifi-
cation issued by the Ser-
vices and General Admin-
is tration Department
(S&GAD), Mr. As kar
Khan (BS-19), who was
serving at the disposal of
the Chief Minister Secre-
tariat, has been appointed
as Director General, Public
Relations Balochistan, re-
placing Mr. Muhammad
Noor Khetran has been
transferred and posted as
Temporary Member, Chief
Minister’s Inspection Team
against an existing vacancy.
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LAHORE: Pakistan’s T20 team captain Salman Ali Agha, and his Australian
counterpart Mitchell Marsh pose for photograph with T20 Series Trophy at
Gaddafi Stadium.

Info Minister urges..
Balochistan..

Continued from page 1

The Home Department of
the Government of
Balochistan organized a
three-day policy dialogue
attended by

DIG CTD Aitzaz
Ahmed Goraya, Chief Co-
ordination Officer CVE Dr.
Dost Muhammad Bareach,
Dr.  Asmatullah,  Israr
Ahmed Madani, Iftikhar
Firdous, Fahad Nabil and
other participants.

The adviser said that
the youth of Balochistan
are very talented, keeping
in mind their capabilities,
the Balochistan govern-
ment is providing them with
regular training and  by
training them, 30,000 youth
are being provided with
employment opportunities
in other countries. She said,
“In addition, digital train-
ing will be provided to the
youth and laptops will be
given to them, so that they
can become online workers
sitting at home.” She men-
tioned that in addition, foot-
ball and cricket tournaments
are being organized in the
province, so that they could
also be active in extracur-
ricular activities. The Ad-
viser said that the provin-
cial government has re-
stored ghost schools to en-
sure educational facilities to
the younger generation, so
that no child is deprived of edu-
cation. DIG CTD Aitzaz
Ahmed Goraya and other
speakers, while addressing the
ceremony, termed the
Balochistan government’s hold-
ing of a policy dialogue on an
important topic.

Govt taking..
Continued from page 1

this regard. “Pakistan is tak-
ing effective steps towards
the complete eradication of
po lio and is moving
steadily towards success”,
he said. Chris Elias empha-
sized that constructive con-
sultations on polio eradica-
tion will continue with the
federal and provincial gov-
ernments and relevant insti-
tutions in Pakistan. “Effec-
tive and commendable mea-
sures have been taken to elimi-
nate the environmental pres-
ence of the polio virus in Pa-
kistan and to ensure access
for polio teams in all areas,”
he added. Director Polio
Kathy Neuzil, and Deputy
Director Polio Michael
Galway were part of the vis-
iting delegation.

Continued from page 1

dec ision-making und er
pressure, and proposed
shadow cabinets to ensure
alternative policies on eco-
nomic and health c hal-
lenges.  Commenting on the
state of politics, he said dis-
course has turned into a
“circus,” with little focus
on long-term policy. He
contrasted today’s rhetoric-
driven politics with earlier
development-oriented poli-
tics led by feudal lords, re-
calling that former Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif en-
tered politics as finance
minister in 1985 before be-
coming chief minister,
where he prioritized health
and education.

He also recalled that in

2013 Nawaz Sharif re-
spected PTI’s majority in
the KP Assembly and al-
lowed it to form the pro-
vincial government despite
PML-N having the num-
bers. Highlighting media evo-
lution, he said print journal-
ism relied on editorial boards,
while electronic media
brought regulatory frame-
works such as PEMRA. In
contrast, social media lacks
regulation, leading to issues
of harassment, intolerance,
extremism, and violence,
though he acknowledged its
positive aspects. Tarar high-
lighted achievements in
healthcare, citing the Paki-
stan Kidney and  Liver
Transplant Institute, which
has conducted over 1,000
liver transplants.

NCCIA launches AI-enabled technology
for investigations into online child

sexual exploitation, abuse in Pakistan
IS LAMABAD (APP ):
The National Cyber Crime
Investigation Agency
(NCCIA) on Wednesday
launched ‘Katalyst’, an AI-
enabled investigative tool
designed to strengthen the
country’s capacity to de-
tect, prioritise, and investi-
gate cases of online child
sexual explo itation and
abuse.

The sys tem was
launched by the Minister of
State for Interior and Nar-
cotics Control,  Talal
Chaudhry, the British High
Commissioner to Pakistan,

Jane Marriott and the Di-
rec tor General of the
NCCIA, Syed Khurram Ali.

The system has been
developed through a part-
nership between the Min-
istry of Interior and Nar-
cotics Control and the UK-
Pakistan Serious Crime and
Law Enforcement (UP-
SCALE) Programme,
funded by the British High
Commission, and was for-
mally launc hed in
Islamabad.

Talal Chaudhry ap-
preciated the efforts of the
NCCIA and the British

High Commission in im-
proving the country’s re-
spo nse to o nline child
abuse and exploitation.

He reaffirmed the
Government’s commitment
to building the NCCIA’s
capacity to resp ond to
emerging c hallenges,
emphasising the impor-
tance of aligning policy and
institutional reforms with
evolutions in technology.

Closing the ceremony,
he said, “Protecting chil-
dren from online exploita-
tion is a national responsi-
bility.

Pakistan-Australia T20 series trophy unveiled

Pak all set for Australia challenge
as T20I series begins on Thursday

LAHORE (INP): Pakistan
will lock horns with Aus-
tralia in the three match
T20I series at the Gaddafi
Stadium, Lahore as the visi-
tors return to the country
after last year’s ICC Cham-
pions Trophy 2025. The
three T20Is will take place
on 29, 31 January and 1
February. The first ball will
be bowled at 4pm PKT in
all games with the coin toss
set to take place at 3.30pm.
Australia’s  17-member
squad arrived in Pakistan on
Wednesday led by Mitchell
Marsh.  Among the players
Jack Edwards, Josh
Philippe, Mahli Beardman,
Matthew Kuhnemann and
Xavier Bartlett are visiting
Pakistan for the first time.
Beardman and Edwards are
uncapped at the interna-
tional level.

Pakistan’s 16-member
squad convened in Lahore
on 25 January and have pre-
pared for the T20I series
with training sessions and
a solitary scenario-based
T20 match on Monday.

Babar Azam – the lead-
ing run-scorer in T20I his-
tory – and Shaheen Shah
Afridi – the second-leading
wicket-taker in T20Is for
Pakistan – return to Paki-
stan squad after missing the
Sri Lanka series earlier in
January.

On the bilateral front,
the two teams have faced
each other 28 times in T20Is

since their first contest at
Johannesburg on 18 Sep-
tember, 2007. Pakis tan
have won 12, while Austra-
lia hold the edge with 14
wins including one at the
Gaddafi Stadium in April
2022.  The two teams have
faced off in nine bilateral
series, four of which com-
prised of one off T20I. Pa-
kistan have won in 2009,
2010, 2012 and 2018. Aus-
tralia have secured series
wins on five occasions
against Pakistan.

Salman Ali Agha, Pa-
kistan captain:

“We have prepared
really well for this series in
the previous 10 days.
There are no weak oppo-
nents in T20 cricket and our
focus is on executing our
plans and playing smart,
quality cricket.

“Having the experi-
enced and senior players in
the group is vital, it makes
a big difference when you
are trying to win a series.”

Mitchell Marsh, Aus-
tralia captain:

“I’m really excited to
be here as this series is ideal
preparation of the World
Cup. Pakistan have a great
tradition of fast bowling
and I’m looking forward to
facing Shaheen Shah Afridi.

“Winning away from
home is always tough, es-
pecially in these conditions,
but that’s exactly what
makes it a great challenge

for us.”
Pakistan 16-member

squad:
Salman Ali Agha (cap-

tain), Abrar Ahmed, Babar
Azam, Faheem Ashraf,
Fakhar Zaman, Khawaja
Mohammad Nafay (wk),
Mo hammad Nawaz,
Mohammad Salman Mirza,
Mohammad Wasim Jnr,
Naseem Shah, Sahibzada
Farhan,  Saim Ayub,
Shaheen Shah Afrid i,
Shadab Khan, Usman Khan
(wk) and Usman Tariq

Player support per-
sonnel:

Naveed  Akram
Cheema (team manager),
Mike Hesson (head coach),
Ashley Noffke (bowling
coach), Shane McDermott
(field ing coach),  Hanif
Malik (batt ing coac h),
Cliffe Deac on (physio-
therapist), Grant Luden
(strength and conditioning
coach), Talha Ejaz (perfor-
mance analyst), Syed
Naeem Ahmed (media man-
ager), Lt. Col. ® Usman
Anwari (security manager),
Dr Wajid Ali Rafai (team
doctor), Dr Raheel Karim
(ps ychiatrist) and
Muhammad Ehsan (mas-
seur) Australia squad:

Mitchell Marsh ©,
Ad am Zamp a, Ben
Dwarshuis, Cameron
Green, Cooper Connolly,
Jack Edwards, Josh Inglis,
Jo sh P hilippe,  Mahli
Beardman, Marcus Stoinis.

PBF announces second
phase of National Boxing

Talent Hunt Program
ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Pakistan Boxing Federation
(PBF), in co llaboration
with the Pakistan Army, has
announced the launch of
the second phase of the
National Boxing Talent
Hunt Program, with Inter-
Divisional competitions set
to begin from January 30
across the country.

Ac cord ing to P BF
President Lieutenant Colo-
nel ® Nasir Ijaz Tung, the
first phase of the nationwide
initiative—conducted at the
district level—has been suc-
cessfully completed in three
age categories: Under-17,
Under-19, and Under-22,
for both men and women.

The second phase will
feature Inter-Divisional
competitions in 24 cities,
including Karachi, Lahore,
Quetta,  Pes hawar,
Faisalabad,  Islamab ad,
Makran, Muzaffarabad,
and Gilgit-Baltistan. The
competitions will run from
January 30 to February 3.

Nasir Tung stated that
the National Talent Hunt
Program is a landmark ini-
tiative aimed at identifying
hidden boxing talent from
every district of Pakistan
and  strengthening
grassroots boxing through a

four-tier competitive struc-
ture comprising District,
Division, Provincial, and
National levels.

The PBF President
expressed gratitude to the
Pakistan Army for its full
support, noting that their
cooperation is playing a vi-
tal role in promoting box-
ing and nurturing young tal-
ent across the country.

He emphasized that
the Talent Hunt Program
will serve as a benchmark
for evaluating divisional
and provincial boxing struc-
tures, while promoting
unity, merit, transparency,
and long-term refo rm
within the sport.

For the first time in
Pakistan’s boxing history,
fully registered and opera-
tional divisional-level com-
mittees have been estab-
lished in coordination with
provincial associations to
ensure transparent, disci-
plined, and professional
event management.T he
PBF President expressed
gratitude to the Pakistan
Army for its full support,
noting that their coopera-
tion is playing a vital role
in promoting boxing and
nurturing young talent
across the country.
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Balochistan News

QUETTA: Retired employees of Federal Levies
Force protest for acceptance of demands at Quetta
Press Club.

QUETTA: People from different walks of life meeting with Provincial Minis-
ter for Finance Mir Shoaib Nosherwani.

GWADAR: MPA Gwadar Maulana Hidayat ur
Reman and Director General GDA MOin ur
Rehman visiting various development projects af-
ter rehabilitation of Old Town.

QUETTA: Transporters of Killa Abdullah meeting with Commissioner Quetta
Division Shahzaib Khan Kakar about problems they are facing.

QUETTA: CEO Arya Hospital Dr. Sohail Ahmed
meeting with Principal Secretary to CM Imran
Zarkoon.

JAFFFARABAD: Deputy Commissioner Khalid
Khan inaugurates anti-polio campaign by admin-
istering drops to a child.

HUB: Parliamentary Secretary for Culture, Tourism and Parliamentary Affairs
Nawabzada Zareen Khan Magsi participating in the grand joining ceremony.

QUETTA: Provincial Secretary for Communication and Works Babar Khan presides over the meeting to review on-going development
projects of Sibi Zone.

QUETTA: Assistant Commissioner Saddar Quetta
Captain (retd) Hamza Anjum inspecting the gas
pressure at Marriabad on the directions of Deputy
Commissioner Quetta

Asghar champions education,
introduces solar facility for

Turbat School Library

All teams must work hard
for success of polio drive to
start on Feb 2: DC Quetta 

Dr. Gulab says:

BSE Dept crossed historic
milestone in delivery, publication

textbooks for academic 2026

Barkhan draws hard line on
polio as administration enforces

total immunization drive

Quetta-Ziarat roads reopened
after heavy snow, timely rescue

operations avert disasters

Gwadar MoU singed for
drinkable water, health

facilities, clean environment

Hub Police achieve landmark
success in 2025: crime rate

falls, 1,410 suspects arrested

BSDI projects

Musakhel pushes ahead with
development, DC ensures
speed and transparency

Jaffarabad intensifies polio
fight as DC calls for united

community action

Bitter cold tightens its grip
on Balochistan as northern

regions remain in deep freeze

Authorities
shut down

unauthorized
water supply

points on
eastern bypass

Independent Report
QUET TA: T he district
administration has taken
swift action to seal two
illegal water s up p ly
points along the Eastern
Bypas s in Quetta,  fo l-
lowing complaints from
local residents regarding
unautho rized  c onnec -
tions.

Sp ecial Magis trate
Sub-Division (Saryab )
Izzatullah personally in-
s p ec ted  the sites  and
confirmed that both tube
wells were operating il-
legally.

The wells were im-
mediately sealed to pre-
vent further unauthorized
use.

Earthquake
shakes

Balochistan
KILLA SAIFULLAH
(INP): A mild earthquake
measuring 3.1 on the Rich-
ter scale s truc k Qilla
Saifullah and the surround-
ing areas of Balochistan
province in the early hours
of Wednesday, causing brief
panic among residents.

No casualties or dam-
age to property were re-
ported from any area of
Qilla Saifullah, a private
news channel reported.

According to the Na-
tional Seismic Monitoring
Centre in Islamabad, the
earthquake’s epicenter was
loc ated  abo ut 100
kilometres northeast of
Muslim Bagh at a depth of
16 kilometres.

Loralai police
reinforces

tough stance
on crime

Independent Report
LORALAI: SSP Loralai
Malik Muhammad Asghar
Usman has reiterated that
criminals in the district will
face strict action and that law
enforcement will be upheld
without compromise. The
statement came during a meet-
ing with a delegation from
Anjuman Tajran Balochistan
(Rahim Aga Group), led by
district president Haji Abdul
Ghaffar Nasir. The delegation,
which included Haji Abdul
Ghani Nasir, Fayyaz Ahmed,
Tariq Shah Kakar, Abdul
Khaliq Nasir, Abdul Qadir
Nasir, and Sher Zaman
Harifal, praised the police for
their effective operations
against thieves and robbers,
acknowledging the
department’s role in restoring
law and order.

SSP Usman thanked
the delegation for their ap-
preciation and assured that
police actions against crimi-
nal elements would continue
to intensify. He emphasized
that safeguarding the lives
and property of residents
remains the highest priority
and confirmed that efforts
to dismantle criminal net-
works in the district are on-
going and relentless.

Independent Report
TURBAT: Parliamentary
Secretary for Energy, Mir
Asghar Rind, has high-
lighted the pivotal role of
education in shaping a pros-
perous future, stressing that
the government is commit-
ted to providing compre-
hensive support and facili-
ties to educational institu-
tions.

During his  visit to
Liaquat English Pub lic
School in S eri Kohan,
Turbat, the school admin-

istration welcomed him and
provided a detailed briefing
on ongoing academic activi-
ties. Mir Asghar Rind com-
mended the school for de-
livering quality education
and maintaining an orga-
nized academic system that
benefits students.

He also inspected the
Mir Akbar Ali Public Li-
brary within the school,
praising its efforts in fos-
tering reading habits and
intellectual development
among young learners. Dur-

ing the visit, he announced
the installation of a solar
system for the library to
ensure uninterrupted edu-
cational and reading activi-
ties, addressing challenges
posed by energy shortages.

Sc hool Principal
Mehrab Taj expressed grati-
tude to Mir Asghar Rind,
noting that the solar sys-
tem would significantly en-
hance the school’s facilities
and contribute to an im-
proved learning environ-
ment for students.

Independent Report
ZIARAT: Deputy Com-
missioner Abdul Quddus
Achakzai has reported the
successful clearance of ma-
jor roads in Ziarat district
following a severe snow-
storm earlier this week,
commending PDMA and
district teams for their rapid
response that prevented
casualties and ensured safe
passage.

At a press briefing held
at the DC Office, attended
by PDMA Director
Naveed Ahmed, Assistant
Commiss ioner Sajad
Rehman, and FC Captain
Muhammad Arif,  the
deputy commissioner de-
tailed the impact of the
snowfall. He noted that
while the first spell brought
light snow, the subsequent
storm resulted in heavy ac-

cumulation, blocking roads
and disrupting travel across
key routes.

Under directives from
the Chief Minister, PDMA
deployed heavy machinery
that enabled coordinated
efforts by the district ad-
ministration, C&W, and
other relevant departments
to reopen critical highways.
Several tourists stranded at
Loralai Top were safely
rescued, averting any dam-
age to life or property.

Key routes cleared in-
cluded the Quetta–Loralai
Top–Ziarat Road, Ziarat–
Sanjavi Road (Kotal and
Cho tir sections ), and
Quaid-e-Azam Residency
Road. Snow removal opera-
tions relied on machinery
from PDMA and line de-
partments, supplemented
by strategic salting at vul-

nerable points to maintain
road safety.

Dep uty Commis-
sioner Achakzai praised the
collective efforts of PDMA
Director Naveed Ahmed,
Relief Officer Samiullah,
FC personnel, assistant
commissioners, tehsildars,
and district staff for their
prompt and coordinated
action.

He confirmed that all
roads have been reopened
and assured that the admin-
istration will continue to
provide full support and
relief during the winter sea-
son.

Sno wfall measure-
ments indicated approxi-
mately 18 inches in Ziarat
city, with Kotal and Chotir
areas on the Ziarat–Sanjavi
Road receiving around 24
inches.

Independent Report
MUSAKHEL: Deputy
Commissioner Musakhel
Abdul Razaq Khajjak has
directed accelerated and
fully transparent execution
of development initiatives
under the Balochistan Spe-
cial Development Initiative
(BSDI), emphasizing
prompt payments and pro-
fessional tendering prac-
tices.

During a detailed re-
view meeting, officials and
engineers updated the DC
on the technical and admin-
istrative progress of Phase
One projects. Colonel Irfan
of the 67 Wing Zhob Mili-
tia joined the session via

video link. The Deputy
Commissioner observed
that most Phase One
sc hemes are nearing
completion and instructed
engineers to ensure imme-
diate clearance of bills for
contractors whose work has
been completed or is close
to completion, stressing
that verified work must be
paid for without delays.

Regarding Phase Two,
Abdul Razaq Khajjak an-
nounced the formal ap-
proval of new projects and
urged officials to focus on
completing all documenta-
tion and tendering proce-
dures to enable the prompt
start of physical work.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The cold wave
continues to do minate
weather conditions across
Balochistan, with particu-
larly harsh and freezing
temperatures persisting in
the northern and north-
western districts, according
to the Regional Meteoro-
logical Centre Balochistan.

Meteorologists said
cold and dry weather is ex-

pected to prevail in most
parts of the province on
Wednesday, while severe
cold conditions will remain
entrenched in the northern
and northwestern areas.
Similar weather patterns are
forecast to continue on
Thursday, with no imme-
diate relief from the intense
chill in colder regions.

During the past 24
hours, rainfall was recorded

in several districts. Pishin
received 6.0 mm of rain,
followed by Quetta city
with 2.4 mm, Ziarat with
2.0 mm, Sammungli with
1.0 mm, and Brewery with
0.8 mm. Light rainfall, re-
corded as trace amounts,
was also reported in Mus-
lim Bagh and Noshki. No
sno wfall was observed
anywhere in the province
during the same period.

QUETTA (APP): Chair-
man of Balochistan Text-
book Board  (BTB) Dr.
Gulab Khan Khilji on
Wednesday said that the
Balochistan Sec ondary
Education (BSE) Depart-
ment has crossed a historic
milestone in the delivery
and publication of text-
books for the academic year
2026.

He said  this while
chairing a meeting regarding
textbooks for the academic
year 2026.

The meeting was at-
tended by concerned offi-
cials.

He said that more than
85 percent of the textbooks
have been s uccessfully
completed and delivered
from Lahore to Quetta by
the Balochistan Textbook
Board which, like last year,
would be provided free of
cost to students in all dis-
tricts across the province
before the scheduled time
this year too.

He said that by ensur-
ing complete transparency
in the printing tender pro-

cess, a huge saving of about
Rs. 1.25 billion has been
provided to the provincial
treasury.

All these steps were
implemented in the light of
the vision of Chief Minis-
ter Balochistan Mir
Sarfaraz Khan Bugti and
Provincial Education Min-
ister Raheela Hameed Khan
Durrani and the clear in-
structions o f Secretary
Ed ucation Department
Asfandyar Khan, he men-
tioned.

Dr. Gulab Khan Khilji
said that compared to pre-
vious years, not only the
cost of publishing text-
books was significantly re-
duced, but also the old cur-
riculum of the 1977s was
completely replaced and a
new curriculum was intro-
duced that is compatible
with the requirements of the
modern era.

He said that this suc-
cess is a manifestation of
the hard work, dedication
and professional skills of
the officers and staff of the
Balochistan Textbo ok

Board.
Ac cord ing to the

department’s report, 92
lakh 54 thousand 625 text-
books were published in the
academic year 2023-24 at a
cost of Rs 2 billion 12 crore
46 lakh, while in 2024-25,
Rs 1 billion 8 crore 66 lakh
was spent on the publica-
tion of 93 lakh 9 thousand
books, he mentioned.

He said that in con-
trast, 11.5 million text-
books were produced in
2025-26 for a mere Rs.
883.1 million, reflecting ex-
traordinary savings.

He noted that accord-
ing to the data, the publica-
tion of books this year was
made possible at a cost of
0.65 paisa per page, which is
the lowest cost compared to
other provinces of the coun-
try. For example, in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, the same cost
was 0.79 paisa per page.
According to the School Di-
rectorate, 11.5 million books
were demanded for the cur-
rent academic year, which is
2.2 million more than last
year, he explained.

QUETTA (APP): District
Police Hub demonstrated
outstanding performance in
2025, maintaining law and
order, eradicating crime,
cracking down on narcotics
and illegal weapons, and
ensuring the protection of
public life and property.

Senior Superintendent
of Police (SSP) Hub, Syed
Fazal Shah Bukhari, while
releasing the comprehen-
sive annual performance
report, said that a total of
1,247 cases were registered
during the year, of which
1,077 were successfully
traced through professional
policing, intelligence-based
operations, and continuous

monitoring.
He said this achieve-

ment reflects the police
force’s firm commitment to
safeguarding public life and
ensuring the rule of law.

During indiscriminate
operations against criminal
elements, 1,410 wanted and
absconding suspects were
arrested,  Syed Fazal Shah
Bukhari said and adding
that these arrests, achieved
through coordinated efforts
and intelligence sharing, led
to a visible decline in the
crime rate across the dis-
trict.

The report highlighted
sustained efforts to elimi-
nate drugs, with 170 drug-

related cases registered in
2025. SSP Bukhari empha-
sized that protecting the
younger generation from
narcotics remains a top pri-
ority, with a zero-tolerance
policy strictly enforced.

Strict measures were
taken against illegal arms,
with 113 cases registered
and 180 accused arrested.
Weapons were recovered
from their possession, re-
flecting police vigilance
against threats to public
safety. To improve traffic
discipline, 733 individuals
were fined for violations,
generating Rs 584,700 in
fines deposited into the na-
tional treasury.

Independent Report
JAFFARABAD: Deputy
Commissioner Jaffarabad
Khalid Khan has empha-
sized that the active partici-
pation of parents and local
communities is crucial to
the success of the ongoing
anti-polio campaign, urging
citizens to extend full co-
operation to vaccination
teams to help make the dis-
trict polio-free.

He made these re-
marks while fo rmally
launching the district-wide
anti-polio drive by admin-
istering polio drops to chil-
dren. The inauguration cer-
emony was attended by
District Health Officer Dr
Abdul Mannan Lakti, PPHI
DSM Faisal Iqbal Khosa,

rep resentatives  of the
World Health Organization
(WHO), and senior officials
from the health department.

After the launch, a de-
tailed review meeting was
convened under the chair-
manship of Deputy Com-
missioner Khalid Khan,
during which officials
briefed participants on the
planning, logistics, and ar-
rangements finalized for the
campaign.

Addressing the meet-
ing, the deputy commis-
sioner said the polio eradi-
cation initiative must suc-
ceed under all circ um-
stances, with all available
resources deployed to en-
sure the widest possible
coverage.

GWADAR (INP): In order
to ensure potable water, ur-
gent medical facilities and
pollution-free environment
to the citizens of Gwadar,
Alkhidmat Foundation
Balochistan and Gwadar
Municipal Committee
(GMC) signed a landmark
Mo U, according to  a
Gwadar Pro’s report.

As per the MoU
signed by Gwadar Munici-
pal Committee Chairman
Majid Johar and Alkidmat
Foundation Balochistan
president Abdul Majeed,
co llab oration and  joint
work will ease the public
daily life.

Und er the MoU,
Alkhidmat Foundation
Gwadar will install water
filtration plants in various
areas. It will also make
available the facility of wa-
ter boring as per the de-
mand.

Gwadar Municipal
Committee will build  a
20,000-gallon underground
water tank.

Meanwhile, GMC

will set up an emergency re-
sponse center on its pre-
mises where Alkhidmat
foundation will not only
provide necessary items
and modern equipment but
also arrange professional
training for the staff.

The MoU also en-
compasses social welfare
projects under which dis-
abled people will be pro-
vided wheelchairs.

Besides, in connection
with the “Green and Clean”
pro ject , big and small
plants will be provided to
all and sundry. Later, GMC
handed over a letter to
Alkhidmat Foundation re-
questing it to ensure the
provision of Fiber Rescue
Boats.

The letter said that
fishermen often have to
lose their lives having gone
through critical hardships
due to engine breakdowns
and heavy storms in the
open ocean. If Fiber Res-
cue boats are ensured, pre-
cious lives might be saved,
letter added.

Independent Report
BARKHAN: Deputy
Commissioner Barkhan
Abdullah Khosa has or-
dered unco mpro mising
imp lementation of the
forthco ming anti-po lio
campaign, making it clear
that no negligence will be
accepted and that every
child miss ed in earlier
rounds must be vaccinated
without exception.

Presiding over a high-
level meeting to review
preparations for the cam-
paign, the deputy commis-
sioner said that achieving
100 percent coverage re-
mains the foremost objec-
tive of the district adminis-
tration. The session was
attended by Add itio nal
Deputy Commis sioner
Hafeezullah Qaisrani, Dis-
trict Health Officer Dr
Mujeeb ur Rehman Bugti,
Polio Monitoring Officer
Dr Nasir Khetran, and se-
nior officials from the health
department and district ad-
ministration.

During the meeting,
officials conducted an in-
depth review of operational
planning, team perfor-
mance, security measures,
and conditions in sensitive
and high-risk localities. DC
Abdullah Khosa stressed

that special attention must
be given to remote areas and
communities where resis-
tance to vaccination per-
sists.

He directed concerned
dep artments  to further
strengthen awareness ef-
forts aimed at convincing
parents who refuse polio
drops, while also ensuring
robust security and close
monitoring of vaccination
teams throughout the cam-
paign.

Participants were in-
formed that the district-
wide anti-polio campaign
will begin on February 2,
with all logistical and ad-
ministrative arrangements
already finalized. Under the
plan, vaccination teams will
carry out door-to-door vis-
its to  administer polio
drops to children under five
years of age.

Reaffirming the
administration’s commit-
ment, DC Abdullah Khosa
instructed officers to remain
actively present in the field,
submit daily performance
reports, and ensure full cov-
erage in every union coun-
cil. He emphasized that
universal immunization is
essential to eliminating po-
lio from Barkhan at the ear-
liest possible stage.

QUETTA (APP): Deputy
Co mmis sioner Quetta
Mehrullah Bad ini on
Wednesday said that all
teams should work hard and
demonstrate responsibility
for the success of the polio
campaign to be launched on
February 2. He said this
while chairing a review
meeting regarding the
preparations for the five-
day anti-polio campaign
starting from February 2. 

The meeting was at-
tended by District Health
Officer Dr. M. Mandokhel,
District Polio Coordinator,
WHO and other relevant
agencies. While giving a
briefing in the meeting, it
was informed that during
the anti-polio campaign

starting from February 2,
about 400,000 children will
be vaccinated against polio
in Quetta district.

During the meeting, a
detailed review of the secu-
rity plan, monitoring plan,
formation of teams and
other administrative matters
for the polio campaign was
taken. It was informed in the
briefing that a total of 1818
teams will participate in the
anti-polio campaign, while
1420 police personnel will
provide security for the po-
lio teams. On this occasion,
the Deputy Commissioner
Quetta directed that special
monitoring teams be formed
where polio coverage is
weak so that the campaign
is effective and successful.



Prudent stimulus
By holding the policy interest
rate steady while cutting the
cash reserve requirement for
banks, the State Bank ap-
pears to have clearly signalled
a significant recalibration of
its stance in favour of eco-
nomic growth.

When a central bank re-
duces CRR — the amount
banks have to maintain with
it against their deposits —
while keeping the interest
rates high, it is implementing
a ‘tight money, high liquidity’
policy. This indicates that it
will continue targeting infla-
t ion through higher rates
while boosting banks’ lending
capacity by injecting addi-
tional liquidity in the system
via lower reserve requirements
to support growth.

Prima facie, the two actions
appear to contradict  each
other. Indeed, the increase in
money supply can push infla-
tion. Yet, the CRR reduction
is far less inflationary than a
reduction in the rates.

Reserve requirements have
been slashed by 100bps to 5pc
on an average fortnightly ba-
sis and 3pc on a daily basis.
This is expected to free up ad-
ditional funds of Rs300-315bn
for banks to lend. The CRR
was increased in November
2021 to mop up liquidity from
the market amid higher infla-
tion levels. By reverting to the
old ratio, the SBP has also in-
dicated its comfort in the in-
flation outlook.

While average inflation is
expected to stay within the
target range of 5-7pc, the bank
has revised its economic
growth projection by half a
percentage point  to 3.75-
4.75pc. Nonetheless, analysts
believe that the impact of the
relaxation in CRR on credit
uptake and growth is likely to
remain modest. The decision
is unlikely to stimulate private
sector demand growth very
much, given banks’ aversion
to risk and subdued private
sector demand for expensive
credit in a sluggish economy.

That said, the bank’s deci-
sion to keep the policy rate
unchanged at 10.5pc is a sign
of its preference for consoli-
dation of recent gains from
economic stabilisation, be-
cause recovery so far remains
fragile and uneven. Despite a
better external position, the
widening current  account
deficit of $1.2bn in the first
half of the fiscal year reflects
continued weakness in ex-
ports. This fragility in recov-
ery is amply explained by ex-
ternal weakness.

Though the current account
deficit remains contained within
the targeted range of 0-1pc of
GDP owing largely to stronger
workers’ remittances and
stable global oil and commodity
prices, exports are declining
and foreign official and private
flows shrinking. Similarly, fis-
cal vulnerabilities — as high-
lighted in the growing shortfall
in the tax collection target —
remain unresolved despite a de-
creasing interest payment bur-
den on rate reductions.

Likewise, the growth mo-
mentum continues to rely on
consumption driven by earlier
monetary easing and rising re-
mittances rather than produc-
tivity gains or competitiveness.
In sum, it is better to be safe
than sorry.

Great white hopes
Mahir Ali

A pair of North American
leaders delivered remark-
ably different speeches in
Switzerland  last  week.
Donald Trump’s address
was a largely predictable,
self-aggrandising rant that
ranged from justifications
fo r his  c laim o n
Greenland (or po ssibly
Iceland) to a racist dia-
tribe against Somalis, in-
terpolated with denuncia-
tions of Joe Biden. Mark
Carney ackno wled ged
that the rules-based inter-
national order was always
partially fictitious, and
that the rupture cannot be
reversed.

T he Canadian P M
uttered some truths that
mos t o f his  Euro p ean
c o unterp arts  would
s truggle to enunc iate.
Carney has,  therefore,
widely been hailed as a
viable anti-Trump by the
usual centrists and some
progressives. He called
upon middle powers to
ac t together in dealing
with the foremost hege-
mon, “because if we’re
not at the table, we’re on
the menu”. But Denmark
has been at the table, yet
Greenland is on the menu.

S ince las t  week,
Trump has seemingly re-
scinded his invasion plan
and dropped the threat of
increased tariffs against
European nations that re-
sisted his acquisition of
Greenland, citing a ‘frame-
work agreement’  with
Nato for establishing mili-
tary bases (which would
anyhow have been pos-
sible).  Details  are s till
murky, altho ugh
Guantánamo Bay has been
cited as a possible model.
The lesson many analysts
have drawn is that, like a
typ ical b ully,  Trump
backs down in the face of
resolute resistance. If it’s
as simple as that, one is
forced to wonder why he
has not been challenged
more frequently.

It is notable, mean-
while, that there wasn’t
even a passing mention of

Israel or Gaza — under
whose rubble the last ves-
tiges of any international
order lie buried, alongside
the bones of Palestinian
children, women and men
— in Carney’s oration.
Perhaps because Canada
has been complicit in the
genocide, alongside vari-
ous other Anglophone or
European nations.  It is
also notable that whereas
a bunch of European coun-
tries turned down member-
ship of Trump’s ridiculous
Board of Peace (BoP) on
the basis that an invitation
had  been extended  to
Vladimir Putin, none of
them cited the inclusion of
Benjamin Netanyahu,  a
genocidal maniac by any
measure, as a sufficient
cause for steering clear of
the imperial entity.

The BoP charter at-
tested at Davos by Trump
with the same flamboy-
ance as his birthday greet-
ings to Jeffrey Epstein
was signed with a bunch
of supplicants hovering in
the background, much like
the farc e at  S harm el-
Sheikh last October. The
BoP  was s tup id ly en-
dorsed by the UN Secu-
rity Counc il las t year,
when it was considered
purely a Gaza-related ini-
t iat ive.  The c harter
doesn’t mention the Is-
raeli-devastated territory
at all, but the draft text of
its firs t reso lut ion, re-
vealed on Monday, offers
disturbing details.

Even Israel-approved
Palestinians are relegated
to the fourth tier of the ar-
b itrary s truc ture with
Trump at its helm for as
long he wishes (or gets
bored with peace), with a
broad range of reprobates
in the higher echelons of
this  traves ty. Trump ’s
ghostly son-in-law Jared
Kushner laid out a bizarre
plan at Davos, reinforc-
ing the impression that
Palestinians barely matter
(excep t as a p otential
labour force) in the recon-
struction o f Gaza as a
tourist resort. The UAE
will reportedly bankroll a

‘Boy oh boy’
Shahzad Sharjeel

One is not too sure about
other cultures, but in the
South Asian context, the
only time a man likes be-
ing referred to as a boy is
when the bridesmaids an-
nounce the arrival of the
gro om’s  p arty at the
bride’s home as ‘larkey
walley aa gaey’. On all
o ther oc cas ions ,  even
spindly little lads prefer
to refer to themselves as
men.

The glee and reck-
less abandon with which
some grown men present
themselves as boys, albeit
with the prefix ‘wonder’
attached, is sadder than it
is  s illy.  No  prize fo r
guessing who could have
messed up a well-known
term such as ‘boy won-
der’, meaning an extraor-
dinarily talented lad. Only
the b o ys  thems elves
c ould  better Merriam-
Web ster ’s  language in
looking for the country’s
future prime minister, or,
is it a boy king, that’s been
kept in mind?

I once happened to
visit the ancestral home of
a family who, at one time,
held the largest agricul-
tural estate this side of
our eastern border; a for-
eign guest present there
later asked me how come
everyone in the ho use-
hold staff was named the
same? It took me a while
to figure out that he was
referring to the call made
all to o  o ften in thes e
households, ie, ‘chora’
meaning ‘boy’ to refer to
anyone ranging from a mi-
nor used as a gofer to an
elderly cook whose father
and perhaps grandfather
was also called a chora.
The guest, however, was
quick on the uptake as his
countrymen shared the
shameful past of referring
to house help and farm-
hands as ‘boy’, even long
after slavery was  abol-
ished in the US.

The seemingly inno-
cent-sounding term has a
sinister psychological and

historical backgro und.
Used widely in America
and South Africa, on plan-
tations and in factories
alike,  it was  the white
man’s  to o l fo r
d ehumanis ing and
infantilis ing the b lac k
p op ulation.  By calling
someone ‘boy’, they are
told, nay reminded, that
they cannot be treated as
eq uals ,  and  that  they
would perpetually remain
dependent and inferior to
white men and women.

Ac c ord ing to the
Harvard Law and Policy
Review, in 2011, the 11th

Circuit Court of Appeals
ac kno wledged  that  a
supervisor’s use of the
term ‘b oy’  to refer to
black employees was suf-
ficient evidence of racism.
Earlier, a three-jud ge
bench had not found the
term’s use to be evidence
of discrimination, and it
took a reprimand from the
Supreme Court to reverse
that verdict.

This cruel practice,
unfo rtunately,  is  en-
trenched in our parts of
the world as well; the ru-
ral term ‘ cho ra’  is re-
placed by ‘beta’ (son),
ano ther condescend ing
term in urban settings. It
is  sic kening to  hear
p eo ple ad dres s grown
men, sometimes elderly,
working in the service in-
dustry as beta.

It is believed that in
England from the 15th to
the 17th centuries, because
princes could not be dis-
ciplined by their tutors as
ordinary pupils were, a
young companion was as-
signed to study alongside
them and be punished in-
stead of the prince, who
would infer the intended
less o n by feeling his
companion’s pain. The
unfortunate, learning side-
kick was called a whip-
ping boy.

Altho ugh Barnab y
Fitzpatrick and William
Murray are named  as
whipping boys of King
Ed ward  VI and  King
Charles I, respectively,
historians b elieve these

accounts  are fables, like
the one in Mark Twain’s
The Prince and the Pau-
per.

Have no doubt that
the wonder boy theory is
floated amo ng the o ld
foxes of the Pakistani po-
litical class with a pur-
pose. The purposes are
actually multiple; ie, have
all wannabe suito rs vie
for the attention of the
mistress  called p ower,
and  lis ten to  what the
powerbrokers want them
to do. They could have
eas ily set the media to
spread the word about
their search for a ‘Super-
man’, but they know it all
too well that anyone with
such a title would soon
become too big for his
b ritches  and not o nly
start wearing underpants
over them but also believ-
ing he could fly. To keep
the ambition in check and
as a constant reminder of
his  perpetual subservi-
ence, they search for a
‘wonder boy’.

If  and  when the
wonder boy is found and
anointed, it would be in-
teresting to see how he
would reduce the debt-to-
GDP ratio, increase direct
tax-to-GDP percentage,
enrol 26 million-plus out-
of-school children in for-
mal and informal schools,
ensure that the 57m or so
fortunate to be enrolled
actually learn something,
increase the social sec-
tors’ share in the national
budget, manage popula-
tion, eradicate polio, ad-
dress climate change, re-
duce the trust deficit be-
tween the state and the
citizens,  improve rela-
t io ns  and  trad e with
neighbours, and put the
militancy genie back in
the bottle while keeping
all his local and foreign
patrons happy. The meta-
morphosis from wonder
boy to whipping boy will
be swift and incredibly
painful, meant for the citi-
zens’ vicarious learning.
Amids t this collec tive,
sinking feeling, let us all
look for a lifebuoy.

Absent state accountability

Road to exiting IMF

Zahid Hussain
Accountability is an essen-
tial component of a demo-
cratic and rules-based sys-
tem. There is no such con-
cept of responsibility un-
der authoritarian rule,
which seeks to consolidate
power without being sub-
jected to checks and bal-
ances. In such a situation,
the entire political system
is designed to serve the in-
terests of a narrow power
elite. Freedom of expression
is stifled in the name of na-
tional interest.

This is what is hap-
pening in this country as
the shadows of absolutism
lengthen. In an effort to
consolidate its power, the
hybrid set-up has imposed
several draconian laws to
curb democratic rights and
freedom of expression. The
recent conviction of Imaan
Zainab Mazari-Hazir and
her sp ouse, Hadi Ali
Chattha,under the contro-
versial Prevention of Elec-
tronic Crimes Act (Peca),
2016, appears to be a grim
reminder that the country
is  slipping into an
Orwellian nightmare.

The two lawyers-
cum-human rights activists
have been sentenced to a

total of 17 years’ rigorous
imprisonment for “tweet-
ing and retweeting” some
posts deemed by the au-
thorities as seditious. Ac-
cording to the ruling, “The
content, including tweets,
re-tweets, shared and up-
loaded by the accused per-
sons, expressed solidarity
and support for the pro-
scribed organisations”.

Mentioning X posts
made by Imaan Mazari-
Hazir in favour of Mahrang
Baloch and the Baloch
Yakjehti Committee, the
order noted that several had
been reposted by Hadi Ali
Chattha. The two have also
been accused of defaming
the forces through their
posts on social media. They
have been charged under
antiterrorism laws.

There are questions
about the fairness of the
trial. According to lawyers,
the couple were not given
an opportunity to defend
themselves. They were ar-
rested when they were on
their way to a sessions
court for a hearing of the
case.

A young firebrand
lawyer,  Imaan Mazari-
Hazir had taken up the
cases of missing persons
and had raised her voice
against state excesses. She

Nadeem ul Haque |
Shahid Kardar

Every few months, Paki-
stani officialdom and its
associated stakeholders re-
turn to a familiar, comfort-
ing refrain: how Pakistan
must ‘exit the IMF’. The
vocabulary is predictable
and well-rehearsed: ex-
ports, productivity, human
capital, technology, gover-
nance, national coordina-
tion. These concepts are
presented as panaceas, as
if merely invoking them
charts a path to freedom
from the Fund. What is al-
most always missing is the
road to get there. The dis-
cussion rarely addresses
concrete policy actions,
operational instruments
and institutional changes
needed to achieve the ob-
jective. Wishes are commu-
nicated as targets, outcomes
are mistaken for reforms,
and reform itself is reduced
to rhetoric.

Most ‘exit plans’ suf-
fer from a basic flaw which
confuses aspirations with
instruments. Saying ex-
ports must rise is not a
policy. Declaring that hu-
man capital must improve
is not reform. Calling for
better coordination or
implementation is not an

economic strategy. These
are desired results , not
mechanisms. The real ques-
tion is far simpler and far
more uncomfortable: what
specific changes will alter
behaviour tomorrow morn-
ing?

This confusion is not
accidental. Pakistan does
not return to the IMF be-
cause it lacks ideas or plans.
It returns because the de-
sign of its economic system
systematically produces
balance-of-payments cri-
ses. IMF dependence is not
a technical failure but the
predictable outcome of a
political economy that re-
wards rent-seeking, blocks
entry, protects incumbents,
misprices energy, taxes ex-
ports obliquely, and relies
on administrative discretion
instead of rules. You do not
exit the IMF by declaring
independence from it. You
exit by dismantling the do-
mestic machinery that re-
peatedly recreates the fi-
nancing gaps which invite
the Fund back into the
parlour.

The IMF appears
when three conditions con-
verge. First, foreign ex-
change earnings fail to grow
fast enough to close the ex-
ternal gap. Second, fiscal
deficits are financed by
printing money or unsus-

tainable borrowing. Third,
credibility collapses, shut-
ting the country out of glo-
bal capital markets. Paki-
stan finds itself in this po-
sition repeatedly not be-
cause of bad luck or exter-
nal shocks alone, but be-
cause an extractive state
apparatus ac tively sup-
presses productivity and
growth, particular ly
through trade, by distort-
ing incentives. The result is
a structurally weak
economy that periodically
runs out of foreign exchange
and credibility.

The starting point,
therefore, is to abandon the
illusion of planning.

For decades, Pakistan
has treated growth as some-
thing that can be engineered
through plans, projects,
committees and confer-
ences. Strategies are an-
nounced, PSDPs approved,
monuments built, and tar-
gets proclaimed. Mean-
while, the real economy is
strangled by a predatory
and unfair convoluted tax
regime, discretionary per-
missions, distorted prices,
and  regulatory slud ge,
which is manifested  in
primitive, excessive,
opaque regulations applied
unevenly, reflecting a deep
distrust of markets and an
exaggerated belief in the

state’s omnipotence.
Growth do es not

emerge from better plans.
It occurs when firms can
enter, scale, export, hire,
and invest without begging
for permissions — within
a competitive, predictable
and rule-based environ-
ment. That is where IMF
dependence is born, and
that is where it must be de-
feated.

Reform must begin
with energy — electricity
and gas — because this is
where every IMF
programme eventually un-
ravels. Pakistan’s energy
crisis today is not a capac-
ity problem. It is a failure
of policy, pricing and gov-
ernance. Consumers and
taxpayers are punished for
government inefficiencies
through unreliable and un-
predictable supply and
pricing of energy, steadily
eroding state credibility.
The energy sector is neither
competitive nor realisti-
cally priced. It is governed
by a fragmented institu-
tional structure involving
nearly two dozen entities
op erating without inte-
grated coordination.

Policy incoherence (a
mix of guaranteed returns,
illogical subsidies , and
politicised operational de-
cisions) along with weak

management across the sup-
ply chain disfigures the tar-
iff structure and shields in-
efficiency. Distribution
companies c ontinue to
flounder without account-
ability for losses, theft, or
reco veries .  The co nse-
quences are entirely pre-
dictab le: dis torted and
mispriced consumption,
corrupted investment sig-
nals, rapid off-grid migra-
tion through falling solar
costs, and a permanent cir-
cular debt that becomes a
quasi-fiscal deficit. This
eventually resurfaces as in-
flation, borrowing, or IMF
conditionality.

The solution is neither
more subsidies nor ad hoc
bailouts. It is a rules-based
pricing system: transpar-
ent, cost-reflective tariffs
under a competitive frame-
work, automatic adjust-
ment mechanisms, and en-
forceable governance con-
tracts that hold utilities ac-
countable. The poor should
be protected through direct,
targeted cash transfers, not
by penalising commercial
and industrial ac tivity
through pricing distortions
that bankrupt the entire
system.

Next comes taxation.
The structure needs to be
fixed, not the rates.
Pakistan’s tax system is

broken by design. It is frag-
mented  across multiple
agencies and jurisdictions,
riddled with inconsistent
thresholds and legal inter-
pretations, and undermined
by weak trust.

The problem is not a
shortage of tax policy pa-
pers; it is the distortionary
structure created by exemp-
tions, lack of equity, discre-
tion and predatory enforce-
ment. Tax authorities ag-
gressively pursue those al-
ready in the net while tol-
erating habitual non-pay-
ers. The illusion that high
rates, complexity, and co-
ercion can force
formalisation must be dis-
carded. Decades of experi-
ence demonstrate the oppo-
site. Punitive, tortuous and
unpredictable tax regimes
entangle the taxp ayers’
navigation of a labyrinth of
arbitrary changes in laws,
rates and p rocedures,
shrinking the formal sector,
exp anding informality,
eroding compliance and dis-
couraging investment.

A growth-oriented tax
system must be simple,
predictable, low-rate, and
broad-based, treating all in-
come streams uniformly.
Its purpose should be to
attract firms into formal-
ity, not to punish them for
entering it.

Potemkin village in Rafah
to house 25,000 Palestin-
ians vetted by their over-
lords, and biometrically
scanned each time they
move in or out of their
abodes. A hi-tech refugee
camp, in other words.

The enablers, by and
large, are autocratic states
eager to participate in a
global kakistocracy. The
fate of Gaza has been
handed over to real-estate
agents. More than half of
the narrow strip is  al-
ready under Israeli con-
trol, and that’s whe-re
any construction activity
might take plac e. The
c easefire that  Trump
crows about has been fol-
lo wed  b y almo s t 500
murders by the Israel De-
fence Forces, including
children and journalists,
and  the d emo lit ion o f
thousands of buildings.
T he geno cid e never
ended, and the BoP has a
recipe for completing it.

At  Davos , the US
president trumpeted his
s tature as  the self-or-
dained saviour of Western
civilisation. The Canadian
PM took a different tack
but cast himself in a simi-
lar role. Frankly, neither
of them fits the bill as a
great white  ho pe,  with
one proc laiming a new
world disorder and the
other lamenting a status
quo ante that benefited
the few and dispossessed
the many.

Nor does either of
them offer a viable vision
for the future. The actor
Jackie Chan recently re-
vealed that he broke down
while watching a video in
which a Palestinian child
was  asked, “What will
you be when you grow
up ?”,  and  the b o y
nonchalantly responded:
“Child ren on o ur s ide
don’t grow up.”

It’s imp os sib le to
hold back the tears, but I
doubt it would evoke a
similar response in either
of the great white hopes.
If a better world is pos-
sible, neither Trump nor
Carney will be part of it.

has been fighting for those
who have been incarcerated
for years without being
charged. Though detained
previously, clearly, she did
not give in to intimidation.
The government, whose
mandate is widely ques-
tioned, seems threatened by
any voice of dissent. The
couple are the latest in the
list of prisoners of con-
science.

The ruling set-up has
weaponised Peca, which
criminalises free comment,
dealing a serious blow to
whatever little democratic
freedom is left. Even the
private exchange of mes-
sages can be liable for pros-
ecution. Criticism of state
institutions is punishable
under this draconian law,
thus making the state and
the government unaccount-
able.

The situation is such
that Peca c an b e us ed
against those who question
the involvement of
unelected state circles in
politics. The defence min-
ister has defended the hy-
brid power arrangement.
But the question is whether
there is any constitutional
provision that lends legiti-
macy to such an arrange-
ment. The political parties,
which are part of the cur-

rent set-up and who voted
for the draconian laws, had,
while in opposition, been
critical of those involved in
political manipulation and
change o f government.
Now they are happy shar-
ing power with them.

It gets worse, as there
is little judicial recourse left
after the enforcement of the
26th and 27th constitutional
amendments. These contro-
versial amendments have
significantly undermined
the independence of the
superior judiciary, making
it an extension of the execu-
tive. It has rendered the
Constitution virtually inef-
fective, clearing the way for
authoritarianism, which is
not constrained by the rule
of law or subjected to ac-
c o untab ility thro ugh
strong and independent
institutions. Parliament is
simply used  to rubber-
s tamp  the d ictates o f
those beyond constitu-
tional boundaries.

But all these actions
are signs of weakness and
ins ec urity in a s ys tem
that seeks to earn legiti-
macy through enforcing
laws aimed at silencing
dissent. A repressive and
authoritarian state loses
credibility.  It  becomes
weak, even if it has pow-

erful ins truments  and
agents of coercion. The
use of hard power against
its own people makes any
state weaker. This is the
les s on of his to ry that
officialdom has refused to
learn.

The 27th Amendment
grants  the president and
defenc e chiefs lifelong
immunity from criminal
proceedings; conversely,
the rule of law in real de-
mocracies  requires  top
state officials to be ac-
countable to the public.
Another recent example
of the rulers and public
representatives trying to
make themselves unac-
countable is the bill re-
cently passed by the Na-
tional Assembly,  which
aims to conceal the assets
of lawmakers. All mem-
bers  o f p arliament are
bound by the law to an-
nually declare their assets
to the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan, the de-
tails of which are put on
the elec tio n b od y’s
website. This was meant
to fulfil the requirement
of transparency and allow
the public access to infor-
mation about their elected
rep res entatives . T he
practice was seen as part
of the accountability ex-

ercise. But the bill has
no w stop ped  the ECP
from p utting the ass et
statement on the website.
It may appear unimpor-
tant, but it reflects the
mindset of our represen-
tatives to avoid any pub-
lic accountability.

Defending the bill,
the federal law minister
contended that it empow-
ers the legislative bodies to
exercise greater control
over the transparency of fi-
nancial disclosures. One
wonders what this con-
trolled transp arency
means. The conviction of
Imaan Mazari-Hazir and
Hadi Chattha for criticising
and questioning the action
of the state is a travesty of
justice. It also exposes the
weakness of the state in not
being willing to face public
scrutiny of its actions. To
raise voice for the victims
of state excesses is not an
anti-state act. A state be-
co mes strong no t by
usurping people’s funda-
mental rights but by allow-
ing itself to be held ac-
co untable b y thos e it
claims to represent. What
we are witnessing is an
unaccountable state where
power is exercised without
any transparency, oversight,
or liability.
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PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim Kundi and Opposition leader Dr. Ibad Ullah
Khan Being briefed about Relief Package Distribution among the Tirah IDPs by PRCS Merged Dis-
tricts branch during his visit to Tehsil Bara district Khyber.

LAHORE: Punjab Minister for Information Azma
Bukhari addressing a Press conference regard-
ing Ramzan Nigehban Package. Parliamentary
Secretary Shazia Rizwan is also present.

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz has launched Parwaz Card,
Rah-e-Rozgar and Skill Development Portal.

Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah and Chairman National Account-
ability Bureau Lt. Gen (Rtd) Nazir Ahmed Collaborate Against State Land
Fraud in Sindh.

KARACHI: Sindh Minister for Information, Trans-
port and Mass Transit Sharjeel Inam Memon re-
views development projects at NIPA Chowrangi.

ISLAMABAD: A visitor keenly viewing art work dis-
played paintings during the “Imdad Nau Bahar” Mega
Art and Literature presented by AKL through the
exhibition of Qamar Siddiqui’s family group at PNCA.

Governor Kundi visits
Bara, reaffirms support

for Tirah TDPs

Punjab CM launches Parwaz
Card, Rah-e-Rozgar & Skill

Development Portal

KP cabinet panel proposes
new organizational structure

for Civil Defence

Punjab govt launches Rs 47b
Nigehban Ramazan Package

for 4.2m families: Azma

Minister says:

Govt committed to
strengthen social protection

through digital reforms

Punjab to establish Anti-Rape
Crisis Cells in tehsil-level

hospitals: Minister

Significant improvements
in ongoing polio eradication
campaign reported in Kohat

LHC reviews plea
against social media ban

for children under 16

Secretary Information &
PIO congratulate newly

elected body of RIUJ

11 killed,
1,341 injured

in road accidents
across Punjab

LAHORE (APP): Eleven
peo ple were killed and
1,341 others injured  in
1,188 road accidents in
Punjab during the last 24
hours, according to a re-
port, issued by the Punjab
Emergency Service (PES),
commonly known as Res-
cue-1122, here on Wednes-
day.

As many as 526
people with serious injuries
were shifted to different
hospitals, while 815 with
minor injuries were treated
at the incident site by the
rescue medical teams. The
data analysis showed that
780 drivers, 46 underage
drivers, 161 pedestrians and
411 passengers were among
the victims of road crashes.
The statistics showed that
205 accidents were re-
ported in Lahore.

Azma visits LPC,
congratulates

newly elected body
LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Minister for Information and
Culture Azma Bokhari on
Wednesday visited the Lahore
Press Club and congratulated
the newly elected governing
body on its success. She ex-
tended special congratula-
tions to the newly elected
President, Arshad Ansari, on
securing a decisive victory by
a large margin.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Azma Bokhari said
that holding Lahore Press
Club elections annually in a
timely manner is a positive
and commendable demo-
cratic tradition that helps
strengthen journalistic val-
ues. She appreciated the jour-
nalists of the Lahore Press
Club for conducting peace-
ful, transparent, and orderly
elections. The minister said
that journalists of Lahore
have once again expressed
their confidence in the lead-
ership of Arshad Ansari,
which reflects recognition of
his professional capabilities
and valuable services to the
journalistic community.

Two Indhar
gang dacoits

killed
LAHORE (APP): The joint
Katcha operation of Punjab
and Sindh police is con-
tinuing, during which two
dangerous dacoits of the
notorious Indhar gang were
killed,  a Punjab  Police
sp okes pers on s aid on
Wednesday.

According to details,
the dacoits were identified
as  Asghar Mallah and
Sharif Gopang. District
Po lice Officer (DP O)
Rahim Yar Khan Irfan Ali
Samo said that the elimi-
nated criminals were in-
volved in heinous crimes
including the martyrdom of
police officials, kidnapping
for ransom, murder and
robbery.

 He said the dacoits
were considered symbols of
fear in the area. Bulletproof
jackets and modern weap-
ons were recovered from
their possession, spokes-
person added.

The DPO further said
that a joint search operation
is still underway in the area
and actions will continue
until the complete restora-
tion of law and order.

NAB, Sindh Govt agree on joint
action against state land fraud

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minis ter Maryam
Nawaz Sharif has inaugu-
rated the province’s first-
ever flagship youth em-
powerment initiative, the
Parwaz Card, aimed at pro-
viding financial assistance
and employment opportu-
nities  to skilled  youth
across Punjab.

Addressing graduates
of technical training insti-
tutes, here on Wednesday,
the chief minister said that
250,000 young people have
completed technical train-
ing, while over 114,000
have secured employment,
including 97,000 within
Pakistan and 33,000
abroad. On the occasion, she
also launched three comple-
mentary initiatives, Cre-
ative Hands, Rah-e-Rozgar,
and the Skill Development
Portal, to further strengthen
the province’s skills devel-
opment ecosystem.

Under the Parwaz
Card programme,  CM
Maryam Nawaz an-
nounced interest-free finan-
cial assistance of up to
Rs300,000 for s killed

youth, particularly those
seeking overseas employ-
ment, to protect them from
exploitation by unscrupu-
lous agents.

The chief minis ter
met 90 students trained in
various technical trades, in-
teracted with them at their
seats, and inquired about
their skills and employment
status. Expressing satisfac-
tion over their success sto-
ries, she appreciated stu-
dents excelling in multiple
disc iplines,  including a
mosque imam who had also
completed an electrician’s
co urse. She also met
transgender students and
assured them of dignity, in-
clusion, and full state sup-
port.

Speaking to graduates
of institutions affiliated
with the Punjab Skills De-
velopment and Entrepre-
neurship Department, the
chief minister said the pro-
vincial government is com-
mitted to investing every
rupee of the public exche-
quer in the youth. She em-
phasized that scholarships
alone are insufficient, add-

ing that the state is now en-
suring training, market ac-
cess, and employment op-
portunities.

She said that o ver
200,000 yo ung peop le
across Punjab have gained
access to improved liveli-
hood opportunities, while
government teams have
been dispatched to the Gulf
region to explore job mar-
kets for Pakistani youth.
She noted that skilled
workers are earning up to
$500 per month by work-
ing from home after com-
pleting vocational training
in fields such as tile fixing,
welding, electrical wiring,
IT, and e-commerce.

Highlighting future-
oriented reforms, CM
Maryam Nawaz said arti-
ficial intelligence (AI) edu-
cation has been made man-
datory in schools, adding
that she herself had at-
tended an AI training ses-
sion along with provincial
ministers, a first for any
chief minister. “In the age
of AI, every decision must
be knowledge-based,” she
remarked.

KARACHI (INP): The
National Acc ountability
Bureau (NAB) and the
Sindh government have
agreed to carry out joint
action against fraud involv-
ing state-owned land, reaf-
firming their commitment to
the recovery and protection
of public assets.

Sindh Chief Minister
Syed Murad Ali Shah and
NAB Chairman Lieutenant
General ® Nazir Ahmed
held an important meeting
at the Chief Minister
House, where both sides
reiterated their resolve to
work together for the recov-
ery of illegally occupied
government land.

During the meeting,
the NAB chairman pre-
sented the chief minister
with a detailed report and
documents related to the
recovery of state land and
its handover to the Sindh
government.

A briefing informed
the chief minister that in-
vestigations in 188 cases
related to government land
had been completed, result-
ing in the recovery of more
than 461,000 acres from
land grabbers.

The NAB chairman
further briefed that 635
acres of evacuee land in
Karachi had been recovered,
along with 350 acres of re-

claimed coas tal land in
Clifton Blocks I and II.
Additionally, 400,000 acres
of forest land in Thatta and
Sujawal were retrieved from
illegal occupation.

It was also shared that
in Jamshoro, after the can-
cellation of 83 fake revenue
entries, 1,040 acres of land
were recovered. The NAB
chairman appreciated the
role played by the Sindh
government in these recov-
eries.

The NAB chairman
said that the success of land
recoveries is clear evidence
of effective cooperation
between NAB and the pro-
vincial administration.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Pov-
erty Alleviation and Social
Safety, Syed Imran Ahmad
Shah Wednesday said the
government is committed to
strengthening social protec-
tion systems through trans-
parency, digital reforms and
stronger coordination among
welfare institutions to en-
sure timely relief to the
country’s most vulnerable
segments. He expressed
these views while chairing a
high-level meeting to review
the one-year performance of
the Ministry’s ancillary or-
ganizations.

Senior officials from
Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal
(PBM), Benazir Income
Sup port  Pro gramme

(BISP), Trust for Voluntary
Organizations (TVO) and
Pakistan Poverty Allevia-
tion Fund (PPAF) briefed
the Minister on ongoing
initiatives related to pov-
erty graduation, climate re-
silience, social protection
and other key areas.

The Minister appreci-
ated the transparency, ac-
countability and effective
imp lementation mecha-
nisms adopted by the in-
stitutions.  He particularly
commended BISP Secre-
tary Amir Ahmad Ali for
the programme’s digital ini-
tiatives, terming the intro-
duction of BISP Digital
Wallets a significant step
towards improved service
delivery.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Climate Change and Environmental Co-
ordination, Dr. Musadik Malik, met with Alexis Roig, Chief Executive Of-
ficer of SciTech DiploHub.

PESHAWAR (APP): Gov-
ernor Khyb er
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi visited Bara tehsil of
merged district Khyber on
Wednesday and attended a
relief distribution ceremony
for the affectees of Tirah
Valley organized by the
Pakistan Red Crescent So-
ciety (PRCS) at Dogra.

The Governor,  ac-
companied by Leader of the
Opposition in the KP As-
sembly Dr Ibadullah Khan,
Chairman PRCS Imran
Wazir met local elders of
Bara and temporary dis-
placed persons (TDPs)
from Tirah Valley.

On the instructions of
the Governor of Punjab,
PRCS Punjab dispatched
relief consignments which
were distributed by PRCS
Merged Districts. The re-
lief packages, each weigh-
ing 20 kilograms, included
flour, rice, sugar, ghee, other
essential food items and
bottles of clean drinking
water.  Bes ides , PRCS

Merged Districts has set up
a medical camp in Bara
where affectees are being
provided medical treatment
along with free medicines.

Talking to the media,
Governor Faisal Karim
Kundi said he visited Bara
to assess ground realities.
He said statements by the
Chief Minister and provin-
cial leaders had created an
impression that a military
operation would soon be
launched in Tirah, while the
federal government had al-
ready clarified its position.

He said irresponsible
statements by the provin-
cial government forced the
people of Tirah to migrate,
claiming that nearly 60 per-
cent of the displacement
occurred due to statements
issued by PTI and the pro-
vincial government.

He urged the provin-
cial government to improve
governance and form a com-
mittee to engage with the
federal government, assur-
ing cooperation.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Minister for Information
and Culture Azma Bokhari
on Wednesday announced
that the Punjab government
is launching a Rs 47 billion
Nigehban Ramzan Package
this year, aimed at provid-
ing relief to approximately
4.2 million deserving fami-
lies across the province.

Addressing a press
conference at the Director-
ate General Public Rela-
tions (DGPR), she said the
assistance will be deliv-
ered directly to beneficia-
ries thro ugh Nigehban
Ramzan Cards, ensuring
transparent and dignified
doorstep relief.

The package targets
families with a monthly in-

come below Rs45,000,
while Maryam Nawaz
Rashan Card holders, in-
cluding labourers and the
Suthra Punjab workforce,
will receive additional sup-
port.

Azma Bo khari re-
vealed that the amount un-
der the Maryam Nawaz
Rashan Card has been in-
creased from Rs3,000 to
Rs10,000 for Ramzan, en-
abling families to meet
their essential needs with
dignity.

She further announced
that “Nigehban Ramzan –
Maryam Ke Mehman
Dastarkhwan” will be set up
in every tehsil, where at
least 2,000 people will be
served Iftar daily.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Federal Secretary for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting
Ashfaq Ahmed Khalil, and
Principal Information Of-
ficer (PIO), Mo bashir
Hassan, have extended their
heartfelt congratulations to
the newly elected office
bearers of the Rawalpindi
Islamabad Union of Jour-
nalists (RIUJ) on their vic-
tory in the recent elections.

Both the officials, in a
news statement, felicitated
Asif Bashir Chaudhry on
his election as President,

Bashir Usmani as General
Secretary, and Izhar Khan
Niazi as Finance Secretary.

They also conveyed
their best wishes to Vice
Presidents Tauseef Abbasi
and Rasheed Malik, as well
as Joint Secretaries Raja
Imran Janjua and Rana
Farhan Aslam.

The Federal Secretary
and the PIO lauded the role
of the RIUJ, stating that the
union plays a vital part in
protecting the collective in-
terests of the journalistic
community.

LAHORE (INP ):  The
Lahore High Court (LHC)
has taken up  a petition
challenging the proposed
ban on social media use for
children under 16, empha-
sizing the matter’s sensitiv-
ity and the need for a thor-
ough government policy
review. Chief Justice Alia
Neelam heard the petition
filed by an eighth-grade stu-
dent seeking reconsidera-
tion of the proposed restric-
tion. The petition argues
that social media, while hav-
ing certain drawbac ks,
plays a key role in commu-
nication and learning for
young people.

Justice Alia Neelam
described the issue as “sen-

sitive” and directed that all
concerned parties, including
the Pakistan Telecommuni-
cation Authority (PTA) and
the Ministry of Law and
Justice, submit their re-
sponses by February 10.

The Chief Justice em-
phasized that the use of
social media by minors
should not only be ad-
dressed through legal mea-
sures but also through com-
prehens ive government
policies. “This should also
be a policy measure of the
government,” she noted.
Authorities representing
the PTA and other depart-
ments are expected to de-
tail their positions on the
psychological.

PES HAWAR (APP): A
meeting of the Cab inet
Standing Committee was
held here on Wednesday
with Khyb er
Pakhtunkhwa’s Minister
for Law, Parliamentary Af-
fairs and Human Rights,
Aftab Alam in the chair.

The meeting tho r-
oughly discussed matters
related to energy, forest
conservation, and the ad-
ministrative and organiza-
tional affairs of Civil De-
fence.

The meeting was at-
tended by Provincial Min-
ister for Public Health En-
gineering Fazal Shakoor
Khan, Advisor to the Chief
Minister for F inance
Muzammil Aslam, Secre-
tary Energy and Power
Nisar Ahmed, officials from
the Law Department,
Home Department, Civil
Defence, Relief Depart-
ment, Forest Department,
PEDO, Finance Depart-
ment, and other relevant

departments.
During the meeting,

issues concerning the im-
provement of Civil Defence
performance and its  re-
structuring along modern
lines were deliberated upon.

The committee was
briefed on the proposed
new organizational struc-
ture for Civil Defence, un-
der which it was suggested
to place the department
under the administrative
control of the Home and
Tribal Affairs Department
to enhance its effectiveness.

While discussing re-
alignment and restructur-
ing, emphasis was laid on
ensuring that Civil Defence
remains fully functional
during both wartime and
peacetime, with its perfor-
mance clearly visible on the
ground.

It was informed that
since Rescue 1122 is al-
ready functioning under the
Relief Department, it
would be more appropriate

for Civil Defence to oper-
ate under the Home De-
partment rather than the
Relief Department.

Officials of Civil De-
fence also briefed the meet-
ing on the department’s 418
sanctioned posts and its
annual operational activi-
ties.

The meeting also car-
ried out a detailed review
of the illegal cutting and
transportation of timber
from the forests of Arandu
Gol in district Chitral. Par-
ticipants were informed
that due to the weak law
and order situation during
the period from 2004 to
2010, large-scale illegal de-
forestation took place in
the area.

It was further re-
ported that approximately
one million cubic feet of
timber is burnt annually in
Dir Kohistan and Sheringal,
posing a serious threat to
the environment and valu-
able national resources.

KOHAT (INP): District
authorities in Kohat have
reported significant im-
provements in the ongoing
polio eradication campaign,
reducing the number of
poorly performing union
councils (UCs) from 26 to
just 5, while missed child
cases have also declined
markedly. This progress
was showed during a meet-
ing chaired by the Deputy
Commiss ioner Ko hat
Muhammad Nawaz Wazir
on Wednesday to assess
preparations for the up-
coming polio vaccination
campaign scheduled from
February 2 to 7.

Officials highlighted
improved field supervision,
expanded vaccination cover-
age and timely data report-
ing as key factors behind the
gains. According to district
health officials, overall per-
formance has improved in 33
percent of Kohat’s union
councils, reflecting stronger
coordination among field

teams and enhanced moni-
toring mechanisms.

Earlier, the upcoming
polio drive was formally
launched by the Deputy
Commissioner along with
the District Police Officer,
who administered polio
drops to children at the in-
augural ceremony.

Sec urity arrange-
ments, availability of vac-
cination teams and paren-
tal cooperation were re-
viewed in detail to ensure
smooth implementation of
the campaign.

Authorities have set a
target of vaccinating ap-
proximately 193,000 chil-
dren across the district dur-
ing the campaign.

Addressing the meet-
ing, Deputy Commissioner
Nawaz Wazir said the dis-
trict administration, health
department and law en-
forcement agencies were
working on the front lines
to achieve complete eradi-
cation of polio.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Health Minister Khawaja
Salman Rafique on Wednes-
day said that the provincial
government has decided to
establish Anti-Rape Crisis
Cells in tehsil-level hospi-
tals on the instructions of
Chief Minis ter Punjab
Maryam Nawaz Sharif.

He expressed these
views during a meeting with
a delegation of the United
Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA) at the Depart-
ment o f Sp ecialized
Healthcare and Medical
Education. Matters of mu-
tual interest, particularly
regarding the establishment
and expansion of Anti-
Rape Crisis Cells, were dis-
cussed during the meeting.

The provincial health
minister said that under the
traditional investigation
system, victims are forced
to visit multiple depart-
ments, causing further dis-
tress. The Anti-Rape Cri-
sis Cells, he added, provide
complete facilitation and
support to women victims

of sexual violence in their
pursuit of justice.

“Societies that fail to
protect their children can-
not progress,” he said,
stressing that all stakehold-
ers must play their due role
in building a healthy and
safe society. He said these
cells offer legal protection
along with psychological
and social support to vic-
tims, while proper collec-
tion of evidence at the Anti-
Rape Crisis Cells is of ut-
most importance.

Khawaja Salman
Rafique said the scope of
Anti-Rape Crisis Cells
would be expanded across
the province, adding that
societies that do not respect
women descend into law-
lessness.

He assured that strict
legislation and its imple-
mentation would be en-
sured throughout Punjab.
He informed that Anti-
Rape Crisis Cells are al-
ready fully functional in
Lahore, Bahawalpur and
Multan.
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HYDERABAD: Workers arrange bangles at their workplace in the Bangles
Market. The bangles are supplied from Hyderabad to shops across the country.

Federal Minister for Petroleum, Ali Pervaiz Malik addressing the Pak China
Minerals Cooperation Forum in Islamabad.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for National Food Security and Research Rana Tanveer Hussain chairing
4th meeting of the National Wheat Oversight Committee.

SIALKOT: Russian Ambassador Mr. Albert P. Khorev addresses exporters at
the Sialkot Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SCCI).

Farmers in Hyderabad Pack Unripe Vegetables for
Market Dispatch.

RAWALPINDI: A vendor sells a variety of dry fruits
at Faizabad as demand rises amid chilly weather
following a drop in temperature in the twin cities.

Net metering credit
issue resolved after

minister’s intervention

ECC approves key economic, sectoral measures
on food security, energy, health, education

Pervaiz Malik invites Chinese
firms to Pakistan minerals

investment forum 2026

Govt assures adequate wheat
stocks across all provinces

Pakistan, Sri Lanka agree to
deepen economic cooperation

at 13th JEC session

Aurangzeb vows to address
textile sector challenges

Pakistan, Turkey agree
to boost rice trade

Pak-US exports slide
for Third straight month
as Trade deficit widens

Russian ambassador
visits SCCI to boost

Pak–Russia trade ties

Rubina Khalid calls for
linking skilled women
with global markets

PBF seeks industrial, financial
reforms for Balochistan

SCCI committee
discusses upcoming

trade delegations
SIALKOT (APP): Chair-
man of the Departmental
Committee on Fairs and
Exhibitions/Delegations of
the Sialkot Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(SCCI),Qaiser Baig, on
Wednesday presided over a
meeting held at the SCCI
Auditorium to review ar-
rangements for upcoming
trade delegations and busi-
ness forums in coordination
with the Trade Develop-
ment Authority of Pakistan
(T DAP). Ac cord ing to
participants,the meeting
discussed proposed inter-
national markets and prior-
ity sectors for participa-
tion, with emphasis on ef-
fectively showcasing
Pakistan’s export potential
and strengthening business-
to-business linkages with
global partners.

Gold prices
surged

Rs21,100 to
all-time high

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Gold prices surged to an all-
time high in the local mar-
ket on Wednesday as the
price of 24-karat gold per
tola jumped by Rs21,100
to settle at Rs551,662.

The price of 10 grams
of 24-karat  gold also
jumped by Rs18,090 to
Rs472,961, while the price
of 10 grams of 22-karat gold
ro se b y Rs 16,583 to
Rs433,563, according to the
All Pakistan Sarafa Gems
and Jewellers Association.

Silver prices also wit-
nessed an upward trend,
with the price of 24-karat
silver per tola increasing by
Rs271 to Rs11,911.

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP): Three
ships, GFS Genesis, Al-
Khor and Unity Adventure
carrying Container, LNG
and Coal, berthed at Qasim
International Container
Terminal, Engro Elengy
Terminal and Pakistan In-
ternational Bulk Terminal
respectively on Tuesday,
Meanwhile another con-
tainer carrier ‘Ren Jian-26’
also arrived at outer an-
chorage on Wednesday
early morning. A total of
nine ships were engaged at
PQA berths during the last
24 hours, out of them a
General cargo  c arrier
‘Giovanni Topic’

FBR directs
tax offices to
remain open

on Jan 31
ISLAMABAD (APP): For
facilitation of the taxpay-
ers, the Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) has directed
that all Large Taxpayers’
Offices (LTOs), Medium
Taxpayers’ Offices
(MTOs), Corporate Tax
Offices (CTOs) and Re-
gional Tax Offices (RTOs)
would remain open on Sat-
urday, the 31st January,
2026.

According to an FBR
directive, all such offices
will observe January 31,
2026 as a normal working
day for the collection of
duties and taxes.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
The Economic Coordina-
tion Committee (ECC) of
the Cabinet on Wednesday
approved the disposal of
500,000 metric tons of
PAS SCO wheat stock
through competitive bid-
ding, with the objective of
managing surplus stocks,
reducing carrying and stor-
age costs, and ensuring
price stability in the domes-
tic  wheat market while
safeguarding food security
considerations.

The ECC met under

the chairmanship of Fed-
eral Minister for Finance
and Revenue S enator
Muhammad Aurangzeb to
consider a range of impor-
tant economic, fiscal and
sectoral matters aimed at
ensuring macroeconomic
stability, protecting con-
sumers, strengthening so-
cial services and addressing
operational requirements of
key public sector entities.

The meeting was at-
tended by Minister for Na-
tional Food Security and
Research Rana Tanveer

Hussain, Minister for In-
vestment Qaiser Ahmed
Sheikh, along with federal
secretaries and senior offi-
cials from the concerned
ministries, divisions and
regulatory bodies, said a
press release.

During the meeting,
the ECC approved the dis-
posal of 500,000 metric
tons of PASSCO wheat
stock through competitive
bidding, with the objective
of managing surplus stocks,
reducing carrying and stor-
age costs, and ensuring

price stability in the domes-
tic  wheat market while
safeguarding food security
considerations.

In a related decision,
the committee approved the
provision of 300,000 met-
ric tons of PASSCO wheat
to the Food and Consumer
Protection Department of
the Government of Punjab,
aimed at maintaining ad-
equate wheat supplies for
flour mills, stabilizing prices
and ensuring uninterrupted
availability of wheat flour to
consumers.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Minister for National Food
Security and Research Rana
Tanveer Hus sain on
Wednesday chaired meeting
of National Wheat Over-
sight Committee to review
the overall wheat situation
in the country.

The meeting also dis-
cussed wheat procurement
plan for the crop season
2026, availability of current
wheat stocks, inter-provin-
cial coordination, and mar-
ket stability.

The meeting was at-
tended by representatives
from all provinces and rel-
evant federal departments,

said a press release.
The committee re-

viewed the wheat supply
position across the country
and expressed satisfaction
over the availability of suf-
ficient stocks to meet na-
tional wheat requirements
for the current food year.

It was categorically
stated that there is no short-
age of wheat and that ad-
equate arrangements are in
place to ensure smooth
availability of wheat until
the upcoming harvesting
season.

The committee dis-
cussed provincial procure-
ment strategies and empha-

sized the importance of
protecting farmers from ex-
plo itation.  Pro vinc es
briefed the meeting on mea-
sures being taken to ensure
that farmers receive fair eco-
nomic returns, particularly
through effective monitor-
ing and implementation at
the district level.

The role of the private
sector in wheat procure-
ment was also reviewed,
with assurances that regu-
latory mechanisms are be-
ing enforced to safeguard
farmers’ interests.

Inter-provincial coor-
dination was a key focus of
the meeting.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Federal Minister for Power
Division Sardar Awais
Ahmed Khan Leghari has
taken notice of complaints
regarding non-crediting of
net metering users’  units
under Power Planning and
Monitoring Comp any
(PPMC) instructions.

Following the
minister’s directives,
PPMC promptly reviewed
the instructions sent to all
power distribution compa-
nies (DISCOs) regarding
the credit of units of net
metering consumers. The
issue of crediting units is
resolved after issuance of
revised directives, said a
statement iss ued on
Wednesday.

As per details some
net metering consumers
have installed systems ex-

ceeding the approved ca-
pacity under their license
(DG Capacity).

As a result, during the
previous month, a few such
consumers were not pro-
vided any credit for the elec-
tricity they exported to the
grid. Clarifying the issue,
the Power Division stated
that this method was incor-
rect. Under the revised di-
rectives, only the units gen-
erated beyond the approved
capacity will not be cred-
ited.

After the revised in-
structions Now, credit will
be given for units supplied
to the national grid, as per
the approved capacity.

The Power Division
further confirmed that all
DISCOs have been issued
directives in this regard for
immediate implementation.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan and Sri Lanka on
Wednesday reaffirmed their
commitment to further
strengthen bilateral eco-
nomic relations and expand
cooperation across multiple
sectors during the 13th Ses-
sion of the Pakistan–Sri
Lanka Joint Ec onomic
Commission (JEC).

The Pakistani delega-
tion was led by Special As-
sistant to the Prime Minis-
ter (SAPM) Haroon Akhtar
Khan, said a news release.
Both sides reaffirmed their
commitment to further
strengthening Pakistan–Sri
Lanka ties and expanding
cooperation across multiple
sectors of mutual interest.

The 13th Session of

the ePakistan–Sri Lanka
Joint Economic Commis-
sion (JEC) was held in Co-
lombo. A key outcome of
the session was the deci-
sion to establish a Joint
Working Group on IT and
Digital Economy, reflecting
both countries’ resolve to
collaborate in emerging
technologies and digital
transformation.  The two
sides also agreed to enhance
cooperation in advanced
and innovative technologi-
cal fields. Discussions were
held on expanding industrial
collaboration and increasing
bilateral trade, with Sri
Lanka inviting Pakistani
pharmaceutical companies
to explore investment op-
portunities.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Federal Minister for Petro-
leum Ali Pervaiz Malik on
Wednesday invited Chinese
companies to participate in
the Pakistan Minerals In-
vestment Forum (PMIF)
2026, scheduled to be held
on April 8 and 9 this year.

Addressing the Paki-
stan-China Minerals Coop-
eration Forum, the minis-
ter said, “I extend a formal
invitation to all the Chinese
companies and delegates
present here to participate
in the Pakistan Mineral In-
vestment F orum 2026
scheduled to be held in
April.”

“We would particu-
larly welcome participation
through a country pavilion
showcasing mining capabili-

ties, technologies  and
equipment.

The forum will serve
as a focused platform for
structured engagement with
policymakers, regulators
and project sponsors,” he
said. The minister thanked
the Chines e Chamber,
Metallurgical Corporation
of China Ltd (MCC), and
all delegates for contribut-
ing to the success of the
forum.

Highlighting decades-
long Pakistan-China coop-
eration, the minister said the
partnership had translated
into tangib le o utco mes
across multiple sectors of
Pakistan’s economy.

Under the China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor, he
said, Chinese investment

had played a pivotal role in
rap idly exp anding
Pakistan’s power genera-
tion capacity through a di-
verse portfolio of energy
projects, helping address a
long-standing constraint on
economic development.

Beyond  the power
sector, he added, Chinese
collabo ration had s up-
ported mass transit solu-
tions, modern road net-
works and electric mobility
initiatives, contributing to
productivity growth and
employment generation.

The minis ter noted
that China was among the
early countries to recognise
the strategic importance of
the mining sector and now
holds a dominant position
in rare earth elements.

IS LAMABAD (INP ):
Pakistan’s exports to the
United States have contin-
ued their downward trajec-
tory, marking the third con-
secutive month of decline
and underscoring growing
pressures on the country’s
external trade performance,
according to a Gwadar
Pro’s report on Wednesday.

As Pakistan’s largest
export destination, the sus-
tained softening of ship-
ments to the U.S. signals
broader challenges for key
export sectors and raises
concerns about momentum
in the months ahead.

As per the Trade De-

velopment Authority of
Pakistan’s (TDAP) Decem-
ber 2025 Monthly Trade
Report, Pakistan’s goods
exports fell sharply to
$2.317 billion in December
FY2025-26, compared with
$2.911 billion in December
FY2024-25, reflecting a
20.41% year-on-year de-
cline.

During the same
month, goods imports in-
creased to $6.022 billion
from $5.904 billion, up 2%,
pushing the monthly trade
deficit to $3.705 billion,
widening from $2.993 bil-
lion last year, with an in-
crease of 23.79%.

SIALKOT (APP): A high-
level diplomatic engage-
ment at the Sialkot Cham-
ber of Commerce and In-
dustry (SCCI) was held in
collaboration with Regional
Rapport, Islamab ad on
Wednesday.

The Chamber had the
honour of welcoming Am-
bassador of the Russian
Fed eration to P akis tan
Albert P Khorev, accompa-
nied by Trade Representa-
tive Denis Nevzorov, Chief
of Protocol Sergey
Chekalin, third Secretary
(Bilateral Section) Anton
Vereshchagin and Executive
Director, Regional Rapport

Dr. Almas Haider Naqvi.
The visit underscored

growing Pakistan–Russia
economic engagement, with
focused discussions on
trade facilitation, industrial
collaboration, and unlock-
ing new avenues for coop-
eration between Russian
partners and Sialkot’s glo-
bally competitive export
sectors.

During an important
meeting held at SCCI Audi-
torium, Ambassador of the
Russian Federation to Pa-
kistan Albert P. Khorev
said that the Russia is in-
tending to boost the mutual
trade ties with Pakistan.

QUETTA (INP): The Pa-
kis tan Business  Forum
(PBF) has emphasized that
the province urgently re-
quires  special attention
from the government to
unlock its economic poten-
tial.

Chairman of P BF
Balochistan, Daroo Khan
Achakzai said that
Balochistan must be priori-
tized in terms of industrial-
ization through tax and
duty waivers, effective es-
t a b l i s h m e n t ,
incentivization and
operationalization of Spe-
cial Econo mic  Zones
(SEZs) to flourish and to
attract both domestic and
foreign investors.

According to a press
release, PBF Provincial
Chief stressed the critical

need for the establishment
of a Bank of Balochistan on
the lines of the Bank of
Punjab, Bank of Khyber
and Sindh Bank.

He said that the fed-
eral and provincial govern-
ments should facilitate the
creation of a provincial bank
to improve access to fi-
nance, making it possible
and viable for local entre-
preneurs to set up indus-
tries in Balochistan.

He further maintained
that the Bank of
Balochistan should devise
lending policies tailored to
the specific socio-economic
conditions of the province,
keeping in view the limita-
tions faced by the local busi-
ness community.

Ac cording to  him,
this single step could usher

Balochistan into a new era
of economic development
and attract foreign direct
investment (FDI) as well
as domestic investment
from other parts of Paki-
stan.

PBF Vice Chairperson
Balochistan, Zubaida Jalal,
highlighted the resilience of
the people of Balochistan
and noted that business,
commercial, trade, invest-
ment, industrial and eco-
nomic activities continue
despite pers istent chal-
lenges due to their dyna-
mism.

However, she empha-
sized that cottage industries
and micro, small and me-
dium enterprises (MSMEs)
must be protected and sup-
ported to keep the provin-
cial economy afloat.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Federal Minister for Fi-
nance and Revenue Senator
Muhammad Aurangzeb,
here on Wednesday assured
the textile industry of the
government’s continued
engagement to address key
challenges facing the sector.

The minister, along
with Federal Minister for
Petroleum Ali P ervaiz
Malik, was talking to a del-
egation of the All Pakistan
Textile Mills Association
(APTMA), according to
press release issued by fi-
nance ministry.

During the meeting,
the Ministers emphasized
that the textile industry re-
mained a cornerstone of
Pakistan’s economy due to
its significant contribution
to exports , employment
and industrial activity, and
reiterated the government’s
res olve to supp ort its
sustainability within the
broader economic reform
framework.

The Ministers further
reaffirmed the government’s
commitment to maintaining

a fair and predictable policy
environment for bus i-
nesses, highlighting the im-
portance of equity, trans-
parency and broad-based
participation across the
economy. It was empha-
sized that efforts are under-
way to address genuine
concerns of compliant sec-
tors, while advancing struc-
tural reforms through con-
sultation and institutional
processes.

Aurangzeb acknowl-
edged the concerns raised
by the delegation and stated
that the government was
actively reviewing various
issues affecting the cost of
doing business for export-
oriented industries.

He noted that energy
affordability and reliabil-
ity remain important pri-
orities  and that relevant
options are being examined
in consultation with con-
c erned  minis tries  and
stakeholders to improve
efficiency and competi-
tiveness, while ensuring
fiscal responsibility and
system sustainability.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Chairperson Benazir In-
come Support Programme
(BISP) and Senator Rubina
Khalid on Wednesday un-
derscored the need to equip
women with modern skills
and connect them with na-
tional and international mar-
kets to ensure sustainable
livelihoods and economic
empowerment.

She was speaking dur-
ing her visit to the Cham-
ber of Commerce and In-
dus try (CCI) Haripur,
where she was warmly re-
ceived by President CCI
Malik Umair Khalid, Ex-
ec utive Member Syed
Ahmed Jan Sikandar, and
other members of the cham-
ber.

The Chairperson also

reviewed a handicrafts ex-
hibition organized by the
chamber, in which women
displayed a range of hand-
crafted products, including
garments  and traditional
handicrafts, said a news re-
lease.  She visited various
stalls and appreciated the
quality, creativity, and dedi-
cation of the women arti-
sans.

Later, Senator Rubina
Khalid attended the Sanf-
e-Ahan Conference at CCI
Haripur as chief guest. The
conference focused on ini-
tiatives aimed at providing
women with modern tech-
nical skills and empower-
ing them in line with inter-
national standards so they
can effectively meet eco-
nomic challenges at national

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan and Turkey have
agreed to significantly in-
crease bilateral rice trade,
focusing on competitive
pricing, higher export vol-
umes, and stronger busi-
ness linkages as part of
broader efforts to deepen
economic cooperation. The
understanding was reached
during a meeting between
Federal Commerce Minis-
ter Jam Kamal Khan and
the Turkish ambassador,
where both sides discussed
ways to enhance rice trade
between the two countries.

The Minis try of

Commerce said steps are
being taken to promote ag-
ricultural exports on the in-
structions o f the prime
mnis ter. Officials high-
lighted that Pakistan has
produced one of its best rice
crops in recent years, re-
sulting in an abundant ex-
port surplus available for
international buyers.

The government as-
sured Turkey of a steady
supply of both basmati and
non-basmati rice at com-
petitive rates, while priori-
tizing an increase in export
volumes without compro-
mising farmers’ incomes.
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Trump warns of ‘bad things’ if
Republicans lose midterms

Rubio to warn
Venezuela leader of

Maduro’s fate if defiant

Russia’s military
chief visits

troops in east
Ukraine: defence

ministry
MOSCOW (AFP/APP):
The Russian army’s chief
of staff, Valery Gerasimov,
has visited troops fighting
in eastern Ukraine, Russia’s
defence ministry said on
Tuesday.

Gerasimov “inspected
the progress of combat
missions conducted by for-
mations and units of the
Zapad (West) force group,”
the ministry wrote on Tele-
gram, without providing
details on when or where
the visit took place.

The announcement of
his visit came days after
US-brokered trilateral talks
in the United Arab Emirates
between Russian and
Ukrainian negotiato rs,
aimed at ending the nearly
four-year conflict.

The next round is ex-
pected to take place on
February 1, according to
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky.

Republican quits US
governor race after

deadly federal shootings

Death toll from
Indonesia’s landslide

rises to 50

Polish migrants
return home
to a changed

country
WARSAW (AFP/APP):
Unemployment was soar-
ing and the country was in
economic turmoil when
Monika Pudlik first left
Poland to find a job in Ire-
land just over two decades
ago.

Now, Poland is thriv-
ing and, like tens of thou-
sands of her fellow citizens,
she is planning to return to
her home in the central city
of Plock.

“Poland looks com-
pletely different than it did
over 20 years ago,” said
Pudlik, a 48-year-old ma-
chine operator. “I see many
more op portunities  for
myself.”

Since leaving in 2004
— the same year Poland
became a member of the
European Union—the
country has become the
wo rld’s 20th largest
economy, and its GDP per
capita  has  more than
tripled.

Indian deputy
state leader killed in

plane crash

Russian strikes in
Ukraine kill 12,

target passenger train

Trump says to ‘de-escalate’
Minneapolis, as aide

questions agents’ ‘protocol’

Mexico president
asks South Korea for

additional BTS concerts

North Korea to soon
unveil ‘next-stage’

nuclear plans, Kim says

MINNEAP OLIS  (AF P/
APP): A Republican candi-
date for governor of Min-
nesota withdrew from the
race Monday in protest at
the Trump
administration’s immigra-
tion crackdown in Minne-
apolis that has resulted in
two civilian deaths at the
hands of federal agents.

The rare move high-
lighted deep political and
legal tensions over immigra-
tion enforcement that have
thrust the Midwestern state
and its largest city into the
international spotlight.

Chris Madel, a Min-
neapolis attorney known
for defending law-enforce-
ment officers, had been
seeking the Republican

SEOUL (AFP /APP ):
North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un will unveil plans
to bolster his nuclear forces
at an upcoming ruling party
meeting, state media re-
ported Wednesday, after a
missile launch the despot
said would bring “excruci-
ating mental agony” to his
enemies.

The landmark con-
gress of North Korea’s rul-
ing Workers Party is ex-
pected in the coming weeks
and is its first in five years.

Overseeing a ballistic
missile tes t on Tuesday,
Kim said the conclave “will
clarify the next-stage plans
for further bolstering up the
country’s nuclear war de-
terrent,” the state-run Ko-
rean Central News Agency
(KCNA) said.

Kim, accompanied by
senior North Korean offi-
cials as well as his young
daughter, watched the test-
firing of a “large-caliber”
multiple rocket launcher
that fired four missiles,
KCNA said.

“The result and sig-

MINNEAP OLIS  (AF P/
AP P): US immigration
agents may have breached
“protocol” in Minneapolis
before shooting dead a
nurse during protests, a se-
nior White House aide said
on Tuesday, as President
Donald Trump suggested
he would “de-escalate a
little bit” in the city.

The comments came
the same day a man
sprayed Minnesota Con-
gresswoman Ilhan Omar
with a syringe of unknown
liquid  at a Minneapolis
town hall meeting, where
she called for curbing the
Trump administration’s
immigration crackdown.

White House Deputy
Chief of Staff Stephen
Miller told AFP the admin-
is tration is evaluating
whether the Customs and
Border Protection (CBP)
agents who gunned down
37-year-old Alex Pretti on

ODESA (AFP/APP): Rus-
sian forces in Ukraine killed
12 people and struck en-
ergy infrastructure and a
passenger train overnight
on Tuesday, authorities
said, days after negotiators
from both sides held direct
talks aimed at ending nearly
four years of war.

In northeastern
Kharkiv region, a drone hit
a carriage of a train trans-
porting nearly 200 passen-
gers , killing at least five
people, Ukraine’s Prime
Minister Yulia Svyrydenko
posted on X.

“There is not and can-
not be any military justifi-
cation for killing civilians in
a train carriage,” Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelensky said on Telegram.

Prosecutors posted
images of the smouldering
carriage on social media,
which regional emergency
services later said had been
extinguished.

A barrage of more than
50 Russian drones killed
three people and wounded
more than 30 in the south-
ern city of Odesa, regional
officials said.

The Black Sea city
key for Ukrainian exports
has  been ro utinely
pummelled by Russian
forces.

Regional go vernor

Oleg Kiper said a woman,
39 weeks pregnant, and two
girls were amo ng the
wounded.

An AFP journalist at
the scene saw the collapsed
facade of a residential build-
ing and rescue workers
searching the rubble for vic-
tims.

Zelensky said the
bombardment undermined
peace efforts and urged al-
lies to step up pressure on
Moscow to end the war.

“Every such Russian
strike erodes the diplomacy
that is still ongoing and un-
dermines the efforts of part-
ners who are helping to end
this war,” he wrote on so-
cial media.

Deadly strikes on en-
ergy infrastructure that have
left many Ukrainians with-
out power in freezing tem-
peratures have continued
since Russian and Ukrainian
negotiators  met in the
United Arab Emirates last
week for US-brokered talks
aimed at ending the conflict.

The next round is ex-
pected to take place on
February 1, according to
Zelensky.

Ukrainian private en-
ergy firm DTEK said Rus-
sian forces had inflicted
“enormous” damage on one
of its facilities in the Odesa
region overnight.

WASHINGTON (AF P/
APP): Secretary of State
Marco Rubio was expected
to warn Wednesday that oil-
rich Venezuela’s leader will
suffer the fate of US-de-
posed predecessor Nicolas
Maduro if she fails to com-
ply with US wishes.

Delcy Rodriguez,
who was vice president and
now acting president, “is
well aware of the fate of
Maduro,” Rubio would tell
the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, according
to prepared testimony.

“It is our belief that her
own self-interest aligns
with advancing our key ob-
jectives,” Rubio was to say.

A S T A N A
( KAZ I NF O RMAP P ) :
Mexico’s President Claudia
Sheinbaum has sent a dip-
lomatic letter to South Ko-
rean President Lee Jae
Myung requesting assis-
tance in arranging additional
concerts by South Korean
group BTS in Mexico amid
record demand for tickets,
Qazinform News Agency
reports.

Speaking at her daily
morning press conference,
Sheinbaum said interest in
the group’s tour in Mexico
was unprecedented, noting
that around one million
young people want to buy

JAKARTA (QNA/APP):
The death toll from last
weekend’s landslide in West
Java, Indonesia, has risen to
50, with 33 people still miss-
ing. West Java Police
spokesman Hendra
Rochmawan said, Wednes-
day, that the Disaster Vic-
tim Identification (DVI)
team received 50 body bags
from the landslide site in
West Bandung following
additional recovery opera-
tions conducted by joint
search and rescue teams,
noting that 34 victims were
succes sfully identified.
Heavy rain triggered the land-
slide that barrelled through
Pasirlangu on Saturday,
wrecking dozens of homes
and displacing hundreds.

A total of 50 victims
had been identified by 6:30
pm (1130 GMT) on
Wednes day,  Ad e Dian
Permana, head of the
Bandung Search and Rescue
Agency, said in a statement.

The number of people

still missing was revised
down to 27, he said, from
an earlier tally of 32. Res-
cuers have been scouring the
uns table area in Java
island’s West Bandung re-
gion by hand and using
heavy equipment. But they
are treading carefully for
fear of more landslides due
to severe weather.

The navy s aid on
Monday that 23 troops,
who were training in the
area ahead of a deployment
to Indonesia’s border with
Papua New Guinea, were
among those caught in the
landslide. The disaster se-
riously damaged more than
50 houses and displaced
more than 650 people, ac-
cording to local authorities.
West Java’s governor Dedi
Mulyadi blamed the land-
slide on the sprawling plan-
tations around Pasirlangu,
which is mostly used to
grow vegetables, and
pledged to relocate affected
residents.

Gaza ceasefire is making a
difference, but situation is

still deadly for children:UN

Syrian leader
to meet Putin,
Russia seeks

deal on military
bases

MOSCOW (AFP/APP):
Syrian President Ahmed al-
Sharaa will meet Russian
counterpart Vladimir Putin
in Moscow on Wednesday,
as the Kremlin seeks to se-
cure the future of its mili-
tary bases in the country.

Putin and Sharaa
struck a conciliatory tone
at their previous meeting in
October, their first since
Sharaa’s rebel forc es
to ppled Mo sco w-ally
Bashar al-Assad in 2024.

But Russia’s contin-
ued sheltering of Assad and
his wife since their ouster
remains a thorny issue.
Sharaa has repeated ly
pushed Russia for their ex-
tradition.

NATO chief says
Europe can’t defend

itself without US
BRUSSELS (AFP/APP):
NATO chief Mark Rutte
warned Monday Europe
cannot defend itself with-
out the United States, in the
face of calls for the conti-
nent to stand on its own feet
after tens ions over
Greenland.

US President Donald
Trump roiled the transat-
lantic alliance by threaten-
ing to seize the autonomous
Danish territory—before
backing off after talks with
Rutte last week.

The diplomatic crisis
gave fresh momentum to
those advocating for Eu-
rope to take a tougher line
against Trump and break its
military reliance on Wash-
ington.

“If anyone thinks here
again, that the European
Union, or Europ e as  a

CLIVE (AFP /APP ):
Do nald  Trump warned
Tuesday of “very b ad
things” if Republicans lose
the US midterm elections,
as the US president kicked
off a travel blitz under the
shadow of unrest in Min-
neapolis and voter worries
about the economy.

At a rally in Iowa—one
of the first stops for primary
campaigns in US presiden-
tial elections—Trump said
his party must win both the
Senate and the House in
November despite his own
poor approval ratings.

“I’m here because I

love Iowa, but I’m here be-
cause we’re starting the
campaign to win the mid-
terms. Got to win the mid-
terms,” second-term presi-
dent Trump said in his
speech. “If we lose the mid-
terms, you’ll lose so many
of the things that we’re talk-
ing about, so many of the
assets that we’re talking
about, so many of the tax
cuts that we’ re talking
about—and it would lead
to very bad things.”

But Trump ’s
economy-focused speech
was largely overshadowed
by events in the neighbor-

UNITED NATIONS
(APP): The fragile ceasefire
in the Gaza Strip is making
a difference to the lives of
over a million children, and
improving overall access to
food - but more aid still
needs to enter, according to
senior officials from two
UN agencies.

The officials from the
UN Children’s F und
(UNICEF) and the World
Food Programme (WFP),
speaking on Monday to
journalists in New York fol-
lowing a week-long visit to
the enclave and the occu-
pied West Bank said the
two agencies have brought
more than 10,000 trucks of
aid into Gaza since the 10
October truce between Is-
rael and Hamas, represent-
ing some 80 per cent of all
humanitarian cargo.

Three months later,
“the food security situation
has improved and famine
has been reversed,” said Ted
Chaiban, UNICEF Deputy
Executive Director, Hu-

Saturday failed to follow
“clear guidance” to “create
a physical barrier between
the arrest teams and the
disruptors.”

“We are evaluating
why the CBP team may
not have been following
that protocol,” Miller said
in a statement, though the
White House later said
Miller was referring to “gen-
eral guidance” to immigra-
tion agents in Minnesota.

Trump, meanwhile,
told Fox News that the ad-
ministration was “going to
de-escalate a little bit” its
operations in Minneapolis,
adding that the plan was not
a “pullback.” He admitted
that Gregory Bovino, a
hardline Border Patrol com-
mander who is now ex-
pected to leave the city,
was “a pretty out-there
kind of a guy” whose pres-
ence may not have helped
the situation.

nificance of this test will be
a source of excruciating
mental agony and serious
threat to the forces that at-
tempt to provoke a military
confrontation with us,”
Kim said.

While acknowledging
that development of the
rocket launcher system had
“not been plain sailing”,
Kim said the test was “of
great significance in im-
proving the effectiveness of
our strategic deterrent”.

Photos released by
state media showed Kim
and his daughter, who ana-
lysts believe is called Ju Ae,
watching the missile launch.

The rockets “hit a tar-
get” in waters  358.5
kilometres (222.7 miles)
away, according to the
North Korean leader.

The ballistic missiles
were fired toward the Sea
of Japan, with two missiles
landing outside the
country’s Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone, Japanese state
news agency Jiji Press had
reported, citing defence
ministry sources.

whole, can defend itself
without the US—keep on
dreaming. You can’t,” Rutte
told lawmakers at the Eu-
ropean Parliament.

He said that EU coun-
tries would have to double
defence spending from the
five percent NATO target
agreed last year to 10 per-
cent and spend “billions and
billions” on building nuclear
arms. “You would lose the
ultimate guarantor of our
freedom, which is the US
nuc lear umb rella,” the
former Dutch prime minis-
ter said. “So hey, good
luck.” France’s foreign min-
ister Jean-Noel Barrot hit
back at the NATO chief’s
statements, posting on X on
Monday evening that “Eu-
ropeans can and must take
responsibility for their own
security”.

nomination in a crowded
field , but criticized  his
party’s response in the res-
ignation video posted to
social media.

“I cannot support the
national Republicans’
stated retribution on the
citizens of our state,” he
said, signaling a profound
break with the party estab-
lishment. “Nor can I count
myself a member of a party
that would do so.”

Madel drew wid e-
spread attention recently
for providing legal counsel
to Jonathan Ross, the Im-
migration and Customs En-
forcement agent who fa-
tally shot Renee Good, a
37-year-old Minneapolis
woman, on January 7.

MUMBAI (AFP /APP ):
An Indian state’s deputy
leader was killed along with
fo ur o ther peo ple on
Wednesday after their char-
tered aircraft crashed in the
country’s west, officials
said.

The p lace carrying
Ajit Pawar, Maharashtra’s
dep uty chief minister,
crashed in an open field at
about 8:44 am (0314 GMT)
while landing at the state’s
Baramati airport, the civil
aviation ministry said in a
statement.

The 66-year-old , a
key po litical figure in
Maharashtra which is home
to India’s financial hub
Mumbai, was travelling in
a Bombardier Learjet 45 air-
craft, operated by private
firm VSR Aviation.

Pawar’s personal se-
curity officer and an assis-
tant as well as two crew

members were also on board
at the time of the crash, the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation said in a state-
ment.

VSR Aviation owner
V.K. Singh said the aircraft
was “very well main-
tained”, ruling out any tech-
nical failure.

“There was absolutely
no problem in the aircraft.
There was no technical fail-
ure as far as we know,” he
told reporters in New Delhi
where the comp any is
based.

India’s Prime Minister
Narendra Modi described
Pawar as a “leader of the
people” in a post on X fol-
lowing the crash.

Modi said Pawar’s
death was “shocking and
saddening”, calling him a
“widely respected” and
“hardworking” political
stalwart.

ing state of Minnesota,
where two people have
died this month in a deadly
immigration crackdown.

Trump told Fox News
earlier he would “de-esca-
late a little bit” after federal
agents shot 37-year-old
nurse Alex Pretti in Minne-
apolis at the weekend, but
he largely avoided talking
about it in his speech.

The White  House
says Trump will be making
weekly trips across the
country ahead of the mid-
terms, in which voters have
historically punished US
presidents.

French President Emmanuel Macron, Denmark’s Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen, and Greenland’s Prime Minister Jens-Frederik Nielsen speak
to the media as they meet at the Elysee Palace in Paris.

tickets, while only about
150,000 tickets are cur-
rently available.

BTS’s world tour is
set  to begin in April,
shortly after the release of
the group’s first studio al-
bum in three years, titled
Arirang.

The band has been on
hiatus since 2022 while its
members completed South
Korea’s mandatory military
service.

Only three concerts
were initially scheduled in
Mexico, triggering huge de-
mand and a wave of com-
plaints from fans over the
ticket sales process.

manitarian Action and Sup-
ply Operations.

Carl Skau, WFP
Deputy Executive Direc-
tor, added that most fami-
lies he met “were eating at
least once a day” – some-
times twice. Commercial
goods have reappeared in
Gaza’s markets, including
vegetables, fruits, chicken
and eggs. Recreational kits
to help children heal from
the stress and trauma of two
years of war are now in
their hands. UNICEF and
partners have provided
more than 1.6 million
people with clean drinking
water and distributed blan-
kets and winter clothes to
700,000.  They have also
restored essential life-sav-
ing paediatric intensive care
services at embattled Al
Shifa Hospital in Gaza City.

The second round of a
Gaza-wide “catch-up cam-
paign” for routine childhood
vaccinations is currently
underway, while another
72 UNICEF-sup ported

Russian
rare-earth

metals cluster
to be launched

in 2027
MOSCOW (TASS/APP):
The rare-earth metals pro-
ces sing cluster in the
Angara-Yenisei region is
planned to start operations
in 2027, the press service
of the cluster told TASS.

“Russia will join the
rare-earth metals develop-
ment race this year. The
cluster is intended to be
launched in 2027 and it will
cover four regions: the
Krasnoyarsk Region, the
Irkutsk Region, Khakassia
and Tuva,” the press ser-
vice said.

“Make no mistake, as the
president has stated, we are
prepared to use force to
ensure maximum coopera-
tion if other methods fail,”
he said in the prepared tes-
timony, referring to Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

Rubio, a former sena-
tor, agreed to testify before
the committee after weeks
of Democrats accusing the
Trump administration of
both deceiving lawmakers
and exceeding its authority
by using force. US com-
mandoes raided Caracas on
January 3 and seized
Maduro, a longtime leftist
nemesis of Washington, and
his wife, Cilia Flores.

nutritio n fac ilities  have
been established, bringing
the total to 196.

“These gains matter,”
said Chaiban. “They show
what is possible when the
fighting pauses, political
commitments are sustained
and humanitarian access
opens.” WFP has also scaled
up massively over the past
100 days, said Skau, speak-
ing from Rome. Teams have
reached more than a million
people every month with
full rations for the first time
since the war began.

They are “s erving
400,000 hot meals every
day and delivering school
snacks to some 230,000
children in 250 temporary
learning centres,” in addi-
tion to operating hundreds
of distribution points and
some 20 warehouses.

Other humanitarian
organizations are bringing in
tents, blankets, mattresses
and other essentials thanks
to WFP’s shared logistics
services.

A man is tackled after spraying an unknown substance at US Representative
Ilhan Omar during a town hall she was hosting in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Indonesian rescue members carry a body bag containing the remains of a
victim from the site of a landslide following heavy rains in Pasir Langu vil-
lage, West Bandung regency, West Java province, Indonesia.

Emergency personnel and people gather at the site of a plane crash, in which
Maharashtra’s Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar and four others were killed,
in Baramati, Maharashtra, India.

Three arrests
following fatal
biscuit factory
fire in Greece

ATHENS (AFP/APP):
Greek inves tigators on
Tuesday arrested three
people following a fire that
killed five workers at a bis-
cuit factory in the country’s
worst industrial accident in
years. The explosion early
on Monday ripped through
an entire section of the
Violanta factory near the
central Greek city of Trikala.

Three Greek citizens
were arrested and charged
with “acts and omissions
connected with offences of
negligent homicide and se-
rious bodily injury”,  a
statement from the fire de-
partment said.

A source close to the
case told AFP that one of
the arrested individuals is
the factory owner, a well-
known figure in Greece.



Thursday  January  29,  2026Daily Independent, Quetta

Chief Editor: Syed Farooq Shah printed at Independent Printers Quarry Road Quetta and Published from flat No. 315 Universal Complex M.A. Jinnah Road Quetta Ph. 2842938 Fax: 2842941, Cell No. 0331-8383955   E-mail:newsdailyind@gmail.com,dailyindisb@gmail.com

QUETTA: Director General Public Relations
Muhammad Noor Khetran and Deputy Commis-
sioner Quetta Captain (retd) Mehrullah Badini meet-
ing with Principal Secretary to CM Imran Zarkoon.

ISLAMABAD: Governor of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Faisal Karim Kundi ad-
dresses the closing ceremony of the photography exhibition and book launch
titled KASHMIR, WAIT & SEE by Shah Zaman Baloch and internationally
renowned photographer CÃ©dric Gerbehaye at PNCA.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Communications Abdul Aleem Khan
presides over high level meeting of NHA.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Religious Af-
fairs and Inter-Faith Harmony Sardar Muhammad
Yousaf addressing press conference. Secretary
Ministry of Religious Affairs Dr. Sajid Mehmood
Chauhan also accompanied the Minister.

QUETTA: Commissioner Quetta Division Shahzaib Khan Kakar being briefed
by XEN Irrigation Jalil Ahmed regarding cleanliness of main city drainage.

QUETTA: DIG CTD Aitzaz Ahmed Goraya in a group photo with participants
of three-day policy dialogue on the topic of “Countering Violent Extremism”.
Organized by Home Department of the Government of Balochistan.

QUETTA: People enjoy snowfall in the Hanna Orak
area of the city.

Commissioner directs to end
encroachments on all storm

drains of Quetta city

Quetta moves to end educational
stagnation as administration
orders revival of closed schools

Adviser for
LG calls on
Balochistan

finance minister
QUETTA (APP): Adviser
to Chief Minister for Local
Government and Rural De-
velopment Nawabzada
Amir Hamza Khan Zehri
called on Balochistan Fi-
nance Minister Mir Shoaib
Noshirwani on Wednesday.

The meeting dis-
cussed the overall situation
of the province, local gov-
ernment affairs and the cur-
rent political situation in
detail.

During the meeting,
various issues related to
making the local govern-
ment system effective, de-
velopment projects and
solving public problems
were discussed.

On this occasion, both
leaders agreed to promote
mutual cooperation and
take joint steps for the de-
velopment of the province.

On this occasion, Sec-
retary Finance Lal Jan Jafar,
Secretary Local Govern-
ment Rauf Baloch, Direc-
tor General Local Govern-
ment Ayub Qureshi, Dis-
trict Chairman Khuzdar
Haji Salahuddin Zehri,
Murtaza Badini and other
relevant officials were also
present.

Court disposes
of two cases

against Imran in
Azadi March case
ISLAMABAD (INP):  A
court in Is lamabad on
Wednesday disposed of
two cases registered against
former prime minister and
PTI founder Imran Khan in
co nnec tion with the
Haqeeqi Azadi March in
2022.

Jud icial Magistrate
Azhar Nadeem heard the
cases. Sardar Muhammad
Masroof Advocate, who
rep resented  the former
prime minister, told the
court that both these cases
dated back to 2022 and sev-
eral suspects in these cases
had already been acquitted.

He further said that the
acquittal petition filed by
his client had been pending
in court for the last two
years. “Moreover, my cli-
ent is not being produced
in the court either.”

Masroof requested the
court to adjourn the hear-
ing until tomorrow. “I will
give arguments for the ac-
quittal of the PTI founder
tomorrow.” He went on to
say that the court could also
dispose of these cases. Fol-
lowing that, the court dis-
posed of both these cases.
Two cases had been regis-
tered against Imran Khat at
Kohsar Police Station of the
federal capital.

Transparency, digitization drive
improved ministry’s performance

in 2025, says Sardar Yousaf

Development and prosperity
elusive sans enduring peace

in KP: Acting President

Pakistan eyes mineral-led growth
under CPEC 2.0, links mineral
rich regions to Gwadar: Ahsan

Politicizing terrorism against
national interests, unity

imperative: Amir Muqam
Nursing, paramedical

staff backbone of  healthcare
system, says Mustafa Kamal

Minister orders early
completion of key

roads in KP

Reinstatement does not
guarantee back wages,

clarifies Supreme Court

Mushaal vows to
protect legal rights

of Yasin Malik

ECP upholds
JUI MNA

Sadaf Ehsan’s
reserved seat

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) on Wednes-
day rejected an application
filed by Hina Bibi seeking
the de-notification of Sadaf
Ehsan from Jamiat Ulema-
e-Is lam’s (JUI) reserved
seat for women in the Na-
tional Assembly.

The ECP announced
its  reserved verdict  on
Wednesday in the matter
concerning JUI’s women’s
reserved seat in the Na-
tional Assembly.

Hina Bibi of the JUI
had filed the application,
arguing that Sadaf Ehsan’s
name was not included in
the party’s priority list for
allocation of the reserved
seat.

After hearing the case,
the Election Commission
decided to retain the Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam’s  Sad af
Ehsan as a member of the
National Assembly.

Following the deci-
sion, Hina Bibi may now
approach the election tribu-
nal to challenge the ECP’s
ruling in favour of Sadaf
Ehsan.

It is pertinent to note
that on July 3, 2025, the
ECP did not restore the
JUI’s women’s reserved
seat in the National Assem-
bly, leaving the lower house
short of a female member
on reserved seats.

The EC P had re-
frained from reinstating the
JUI seat due to ongoing le-
gal proceedings in the Su-
preme Court.

Acting President
felicitates newly

elected RIUJ
office bearers

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Acting Pres ident Syed
Yo usuf Raza Gilani,
Wednesday, extended con-
gratulations to the newly
elected office-bearers of the
Rawalp indi Islamab ad
Union of Journalis ts
(RIUJ).

The acting president
congratulated Asif Bashir
Chaudhry on his election to
President, Tauseef Abbasi
and Rashid Malik as Vice
Presidents, Bashir Usmani
as General Secretary, and
Izhar Khan Niazi as Fi-
nance Secretary, President
Secretariat Media Wing said
in a press release.

He also congratulated
Raja Imran Janjua and Rana
Farhan Aslam on their suc-
cess as joint secretaries,
along with all newly elected
members of the executive
council.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Federal Minister for Plan-
ning, Development and
Special Initiatives Profes-
sor Ahs an Iqbal on
Wednesday said Pakistan
and China were entering a
decisive new phase of eco-
nomic partnership by plac-
ing mineral development at
the centre of CPEC 2.0,
aimed at transforming con-
nectivity into productivity,
exports and sustainable
growth.

Add ress ing the
launching ceremony of the
China-Pakistan Mineral
Cooperation Forum here,
he said the two countries
were repositioning their
strategic partnership to-
wards minerals-led indus-
trialization, with Gwadar
emerging as the principal
gateway to connect
Pakistan’s mineral-rich re-
gions with regional and glo-
bal markets.

The minister said the
initiative reflected a delib-

erate shift from infrastruc-
ture-centric cooperation to
value-added, export-ori-
ented collaboration, as both
countries  approach the
75th anniversary of their
diplomatic relations.

“As we approach 75
years of Pakistan-China re-
lations, our partnership
stands as a model of conti-
nuity, trust and strategic
depth. This is a relationship
that has never witnessed a
season of autumn; it has al-
ways flourished in spring
and reached newer heights
every year,” he remarked.

Ahsan Iqbal said the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) phase-I
remained the most visible
expression of this enduring
partnership, noting that
projects completed under
the corridor had added over
8,000 megawatts of energy
capacity, upgraded more
than 1,000 kilometres of
ro ad infrastructure,
modernised Gwadar and

strengthened national con-
nectivity.

Referring to his recent
visit to Gwadar, the minis-
ter said the China-built in-
ternational airport had po-
sitioned the port city to
play a pivo tal role in
Pakistan’s next phase of
growth. “Gwadar is now
ready not only to function
as a smart port city but also
to serve as a hub for the
mining industry by linking
Pakistan’s mineral re-
sources with global mar-
kets,” he added.

He said CPEC Phase-
II was focused on address-
ing Pakistan’s long-stand-
ing structural weaknesses,
particularly its weak export
base.

“Infrastructure for its
own sake is not enough.
Our objective is to trans-
late connectivity into pro-
ductivity, productivity into
exports, and exports into
jobs and s ustainab le
growth,” he said.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Acting Pres ident Syed
Yousuf Raza Gilani on
Wednesday underscored
that development and pros-
perity  appeared elusive
sans enduring peace in the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province.

The acting president
met Go vernor Khyb er
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi here and detailed dis-
cussions were held on the
overall political situation of
the country, the law and
order situation in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, good gover-
nance, and the province’s
overall socio-political con-
ditions, a P residency’s
news release said.

Acting President Syed
Yousuf Raza Gilani stated
that Pakistan’s  Upp er

House of Parliament, which
ensures equal representa-
tion of all provinces, is play-
ing an effective role in pro-
moting development and
prosperity across the coun-
try.

He emphasized that
senators from all provinces
serve as a strong voice for
their respective regions and
are actively working to ad-
dress public issues. He re-
affirmed the commitment
to adopting a comprehen-
sive and improved strategy
to ensure balanced develop-
ment and prosperity for all
provinces.

The acting president
paid rich tribute to the
people of Khyb er
Pakhtunkhwa for their un-
paralleled bravery, sacri-
fices, and resilience in the

fight against terrorism.
He said that lasting

peace in the province is the
cornerstone of sustainable
development and prosper-
ity. He particularly ac-
knowledged the immense
sacrifices rendered by the
people of the merged dis-
tricts for the restoration of
peace, stating that their
contributions can never be
forgotten.

Syed Yousuf Raza
Gilani reiterated that the
development, welfare, and
prosperity of the people of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, in-
cluding the merged districts,
remain a top priority and
core mission of the govern-
ment, and assured that all
available resources will be
utilized to achieve this ob-
jective.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Federal Minister for Com-
munications Abdul Aleem
Khan on Wednesday di-
rected the National High-
way Authority (NHA) to
accelerate work on key road
pro jects in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP), stress-
ing that timely completion,
transparency and quality
construction would be en-
sured at all costs.

Presiding over a high-
level review meeting on
NHA projects here, the
minister was informed that
major infrastructure
projects in KP had been
completed and were now
awaiting formal inaugura-
tion by the Prime Minister.
These include the Kohat–
Jhand–Pindi Gheb Road
and the Old Bannu Road
Highway, which are ex-

pected to significantly en-
hance regional connectivity
and facilitate economic ac-
tivity, said a press release.

Add ress ing the
timeline for ongoing works,
Abdul Aleem Khan was in-
formed that the Indus High-
way (N-55) Kohat Section
and the Peshawar Northern
Bypass are on track to be
completed by June 2026.
Furthermore, the develop-
ment of the N-140 High-
way, connecting Chitral to
Shandur and Shandur to
Gilgit is expected to be fi-
nalized by December 2026.

The minister issued cat-
egorical instructions to further
accelerate the pace of work
on the N-55 Kohat Section
and announced his decision to
personally visit Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa soon to in-
spect the progress on-site.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Federal Minister for Reli-
gious Affairs  Sard ar
Muhammad Yo usaf on
Wednesday attributed the
improved performance of
the ministry over the past
year to transparency, pro-
motion of interfaith har-
mony and effective gover-
nance, reaffirming the com-
mitment to ensuring better
facilities for pilgrims and
promoting the true message
of Islam.

While sharing the per-
formance of the ministry
from January 1, 2025 to
December 31, 2025, with
the media, the minister said
that for the first time in
Pakistan’s history an Inter-
national Qirat Competition
was held from November
24 to 29, 2025 at the Jinnah
Convention Centre,
Islamabad, with partici-
pants from 37 countries.

He said such initia-
tives enhanced youth inter-
est in religious activities
and projected Pakistan’s
positive religious image at
the international level, add-

ing that more countries
would be included in future
competitions.

Sardar Yousuf said na-
tional-level competitions
of Hifz-ul-Quran and
Husn-e-Qirat were also
held in September 2025
after provincial rounds,
featuring 10 categories for
men,  women,  Huffaz,
Qaris and youth.

According to the min-
ister, prominent partici-
pants from previous na-
tional competitions were
nominated to represent Pa-
kistan in international con-
tests in Dub ai, Rus sia,
Turkiye, Saudi Arabia, Ku-
wait and Morocco.

Highlighting steps
taken to promote the Seerat
of the Holy P rophet
Muhammad (PBUH),
Sardar Yousaf said the 50th
Seerat Conference was held
at the Convention Centre,
Islamabad, under the OIC-
declared theme “Nabi-ur-
Rahma,” marking 1,500
years since the blessed
birth of the Holy Prophet
(PBUH).

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Federal Minister for
Health , Syed Mustafa
Kamal, emphasized that
nursing plays a vital role in
the healthcare sector, as
doctors interact with pa-
tients for a limited period,
whereas nurses and para-
medical staff remain en-
gaged in patient care for
several hours.

Add ress ing a cer-
emony at Sultana Founda-
tion on Wed nesd ay,
Mustafa Kamal praised the
foundation for rendering
valuable services in the
fields of education and
health for a long time, which
is highly commendable.

He urged healthcare
staff to treat patients with
compassion and kindness,
highlighting that hospitals
are places where people
turn in times of severe pain
and distress.

He remarked that serv-
ing suffering humanity is
among the noblest acts, and
the reward for good deeds
continues even after death.

Mus tafa Kamal
stressed that collective ef-
forts are required to bring
meaningful improvements
in the health sector, adding
that alongside the govern-
ment, the private sector is
also playing an important
role in healthcare delivery.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Mushaal Hussein Mullick,
wife of Hurriyat leader
Yasin Malik, has expressed
determination to protect
her husband’s legal rights,
questioning the transpar-
ency of his case amidst re-
peated adjournments.

She in a statement is-
sued here, sent a strong
message following the lat-
est hearing of her husband’s
cas e in the Delhi High
Court, reaffirming his re-
solve and expressing hope
for justice from the inter-
national community.

The Delhi High Court
heard the case of Yasin

Malik on Wednesday, dur-
ing which he appeared via
video link. She said that
Malik raised concerns before
the court over the repeated
adjournments of case, ques-
tioning the transparency of
the legal p roceedings.
Mushaal Mullick said that
Yasin Malik told the court
he remains firmly determined
to protect his legal rights.
The hearing was limited to
arguments only, and no fi-
nal decision was announced.
The court has now post-
poned the matter to April
22, granting additional time
to the National Investigation
Agency (NIA).

Independent Report
QUETTA: Deputy Com-
missioner Quetta
Mehrullah Badini has un-
veiled a comprehensive
plan to restore all non-func-
tional schools in the district,
declaring education a fore-
most priority and signaling
firm administrative action
to ensure uninterrupted
learning for students.

The anno uncement
was made during a high-
level meeting in which DC
Badini examined detailed
reports submitted by Draw-
ing and Disbursing Officers
(DDOs) regarding inactive
schools and the progress
made on institutions al-
ready brought back into
operation. The meeting was
attended by Add itio nal
Deputy Commis sioner
(General) Muhammad

Anwar Kakar, the District
Education Officer, District
Finance Officer, represen-
tatives of RTMS, and other
senior officials from the
education department.

During the session, the
deputy commissioner di-
rected that schools located
in low-population areas be
merged with nearby func-
tional institutions to opti-
mize resources.

He further instructed
that new school buildings
be constructed in locali-
t ies  where s tudent
strength is adequate but
educational infrastructure
is lacking. Officials were
told that a phased activa-
tion plan would be fol-
lowed to ensure that all
non-functional scho ols
resume academic activi-
ties without delay.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Federal Minister for Kash-
mir Affairs and Gilgit-
Baltis tan,  Engr Amir
Muqam Wednesday said
that politicising every issue
was against the national in-
terests and stressed that
terrorism was not the prob-
lem of any single political
party or government, but of
the entire nation, requiring
collective resolve and unity.

Talking to the media
on the sidelines  of the
“Kashmir: Wait & See” ex-
hibition closing ceremony
at the Pakistan National
Co uncil of the Arts
(PNCA), the minister said
intelligence-based opera-
tions were being carried out
across the country under a
single policy and there had
been no change in the op-
erational framework in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

He rejected what he
called misleading propa-
ganda regarding the situa-
tion in Tirah, saying that all
matters had been openly
discussed in the cabinet and
a clear decision had been
taken to approve Rs4 bil-
lion. He said deputy com-
missioners, commissioners
and government represen-
tatives had remained part of
continuous negotiations.

Amir Muqam said
spreading fear among the

public by distorting facts
was unfair, adding that if
there was any alternative to
intelligence-based opera-
tions, it should be pre-
sented.

He said despite 12
years in power, no alterna-
tive roadmap for sustain-
able peace had been given.

He said double stan-
dards on terrorism were un-
acceptable and urged the
provincial government to
focus on public safety, eco-
nomic challenges and gov-
ernance instead of blame
games.

He maintained that
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa was
receiving its due share un-
der the NFC Award on a
regular basis, like other
provinces, and called for a
transparent account of the
utilisation of resources.

“The chief minister is
the representative of the
entire province, not of a
single slogan or individual.
Politics is everyone’s right,
but presenting solutions is
also necessary,” he added.

Go vernor Khyb er
Pakhtunkhwa, Faisal Karim
Kundi also spoke to the
media and said the provin-
cial government was unwill-
ing to sit with the federal
government, which, he said,
was not in the interest of
the province.

QUETTA (APP): Commis-
sioner Quetta Divis ion
Shahzeb Khan Kakar on
Wednesday directed that a
comprehensive plan would
be formulated to eliminate
encroachments and illegal
occ upations  on all the
storm drains of the city and
accelerate cleaning process
of them on emergency ba-
sis.

He said this while con-
ducting a detailed inspec-
tion of various storm drains
of Quetta city.

On this occasion, Di-
rector Development Quetta
Division Zahoor Ahmed,
Ac tion Irrigation Jalil
Ahmed and officers and
engineers of the relevant
dep artments  were also
present.

The Commissioner
Quetta Division was in-
spected at various parts of
the Main City Drain in-
cluding Mizan Chowk,
Zarghun Road, Jail Road
Hadda, University Drain,
Lodkarez Drain and Kechi
Beg Drain.

During the inspection,
he was given a detailed

briefing regarding the con-
dition of drain cleaning, en-
croachments, illegal en-
croachments and repair
projects.

Commissioner Quetta
Division Shahzeb Khan
Kakar said that most of the
storm drains of Quetta city
have lost their original ca-
pacity due to garbage, en-
croachments and encroach-
ments, which severely hin-
ders the flow of rainwater.

He said that due to
blockage in the drains, rain-
water enters nearby settle-
ments, causing difficulties
and financial losses to the
citizens.

The Commissioner
Quetta Divis ion further
said that throwing garbage
in the storm drains by the
public is also a serious
problem, as a result of
which the drains often be-
come blocked and heavy
machinery and additional
expenses have to be borne
to open them.

He said that the pub-
lic should also realize their
responsibility in this re-
gard.

IS LAMABAD (AP P ):
The Supreme Court of
Pakistan has laid down
key legal principles re-
garding reinstatement and
back wages for police em-
ployees, ruling that an-
nulment of a dismis sal
order does not automati-
cally entitle an employee
to full salary and benefits
fo r the intervening p e-
riod. Instead, the author-
ity to grant or deny back
wages  res ts  with the
c o mpetent autho rity,
which must exercise this
discretion fairly, reason-
ably, and transparently.

In a rep orting-ap -
p roved  detailed  jud g-
ment,  a five-memb er
bench headed by Justice
Shahid Waheed issued a
consolidated decision on
multiple civil appeals and
petitions  invo lving em-
ployees o f the Khyb er
P akhtunkhwa P o lic e.
Other memb ers of the

bench included Justice
Naeem Akhtar Afghan,
Justice Malik Shahzad
Ahmad  Khan,  Justic e
Aqeel Ahmed Abbasi, and
Justice Shakeel Ahmed.

The central question
b efore the c o urt was
whether an employee, af-
ter reinstatement follow-
ing the annulment o f a
dismissal order, is auto-
matically entitled to full
back wages and benefits
for the dismissal period.

The court ruled that
under Section 17 of the
Khyb er P akhtunkhwa
Civil Servants Act, 1973,
the grant of back wages is
a dis cretionary p ower,
but this discretion is nei-
ther absolute nor arbitrary.
It must be exercised in
line with Article 10-A of
the Constitution, which
guarantees the right to a
fair trial, and the broader
principle of a “culture of
justification.”


