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Armed forces fully prepared
to defend Pakistan against any
threat: Field Marshal Asim

COAS visits Bahawalpur Garrison, witnesses
Field Exercise ‘Steadfast Resolve’

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) and Chief of De-
fence Forces (CDF), Field
Marshal Syed Asim Munir,
NI (M), HJ visited
Bahawalpur Garrison and
witnessed a high-intensity
Field Exercise “Steadfast
Resolve,” at Khairpur
Tamewali (KPT) encom-
passing integration of niche
technologies like unmanned
aerial systems (drones),
advanced surveillance as-
sets, Electronic Warfare as-
sets and modern command-
and-control mechanisms,
reflecting theArmed Forces’
focus on technology-en-
abled multi-domain opera-
tions.

The COAS was

briefed on various opera-
tional, training and admin-

istrative aspects of the
Corps, with special focus
on preparations for multi-
domain warfare, said a
press release issued by In-
ter Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) .

While addressing the
troops, the COAS lauded
their high morale, profes-
sional competence and op-
erational preparedness.

He reaffirmed that the
Pakistan Armed Forces re-
main fully prepared to de-
fend Pakistan’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity
against all threats, empha-
sizing the need to maintain
optimum readiness to meet
the requirements of future
Battle field and security
challenges.

The COAS high-
lighted that Pakistan Armed

Forces are undergoing ma-
jor transformation in mulk
tiple domains. Character of
war has evolved massively,
with technologicaladvance-
ments driving the evolution,
dictating huge mental trans-
formation at all tiers.

In future, technologi-
calmanoeuvres will replace
physical manoeuvres and
will fundamentally alter the
way offensive and defen-
sive operations are under-
taken. Therefore, Pakistan
Armed Forces are embrac-
ing and absorbing technol-
ogy at arapid pace. In this
process innovation,
mdigenisation and adapta-
tion shallremain fundamen-
tal. Earlier, the COAS &
CDF also inaugurated the

Continued on page 2

witnesses high-intensity exercise “Steadfast Resolve” at Khairpur Tamewali.

CJP consults Bars
on judicial reforms,
citizen-centric justice

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chief Justice of Pakistan
engaged with delegations
from the District Bar As-
sociations of Mansehra and
Kohat on Thursday as part
of an ongoing stakeholder
consultation process aimed
at advancing judicial re-
forms and improving access
to justice.

During the meeting at
the Supreme Court of Pa-
kistan, the Chief Justice dis-
cussed reforminitiatives fo-
cused oncitizen-centric jus-
tice and informed the del-
egations thathe has person-
ally visited remote areas
across the country to iden-
tify coordination gaps in the
timely disbursement of
funds under the Access to
Justice Fund Program.

To improve service
delivery and address iden-

tified challenges, Resident
Additional Secretaries have
been appointed in the prov-
inces, with priority given to
projects such as solariza-
tion, establishment of e-li-
braries, women facilitation
centres, and provision of
clean drinking water.

The Chief Justice also
shared progress on judicial
reforms aimed at strength-
ening court infrastructure
and enhancingpublic access
to justice, noting that key
initiatives are expected to
be completed by August
2026.

The Kohat Bar del-
egation emphasized the im-
portance of capacity build-
ing for young lawyers and
welcomed the extension of
e-library and clean drinking

Continued on
. —
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Govt confirms
Imran Khan
underwent
eye treatment
at PIMS

ISLAMABAD  (INP):
Federal Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting
Attaullah Tarar has con-
firmed that PTI founder
Imran Khan underwent a
medical procedure for an
eye ailment last week
PIMS hospital in
Islamabad.

Talking to a private
TV channel on Thursday,
Attaullah Tarar said Imran
Khan, who is imprisoned at
Rawalpindi’s Adiala jail,
was taken to the Pakistan
Institute of Medical Sci-
ences (Pims) for a 20-
minute medical procedure.

“Eye experts exam-
ined him in Adiala jail, after
which they recommended
that it was necessary to take
him to Pims for a small
medicalprocess.
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ISLAMABAD: The Hon’ble Chief Justice of Pakistan, Mr. Justice Yahya

Afridi, meeting with a delegation comprising members of the District Bar
Association Kohat and the District Bar Association Mansehra at the Su-

preme Court of Pakistan.

Provincial leadership steps up
polio fight as Balochistan
pushes toward total elimination

Independent Report
QUETTA: Chief Secretary
Balochistan, Shakeel Qadir
Khan, said the provincial
government has intensified
wide-ranging and result-ori-
ented efforts to completely
eliminate polio from the
province, underlining that
eradication of the crippling
disease remains a non-ne-
gotiable priority.

Presiding over a meet-
ing of the Provincial Task
Force on Polio Eradication,
the chief secretary stated
that Balochistan has placed
polio elimination at the fore-
front of its public health
agenda, withsustained vac-
cination campaigns, rigor-
ous oversight, and active
community involvement
forming the backbone of the
strategy. He highlighted
that no polio case was re-
corded inthe province dur-
ing 2025, calling it a clear
indicator of the effective-
ness of continued preven-
tive measures.

He instructed all
deputy commissioners to
ensure thatLQAS coverage
in their districts exceeds 90
percent, stressing that
achieving this benchmark is
critical for the success of
immunization  drives.
Shakeel Qadir Khan said
the government is mobiliz-
ingallavailable resources to
reinforce protective mecha-
nisms, warning that polio
remains a serious threat and
must be eradicated without
compromise.

The chief secretary
emphasized that polio is a
viraldisease capable of caus-
ing permanent disability in
children and reiterated that
vaccination is the sole
proven means of protec-
tion. He said special focus
is being maintained on high-
risk areas, noting that the
province’s efforts are vital
not only for Balochistan
but also for Pakistan’s na

Continued on page 2

Ahsan lauds
outstanding
student Badria
Rafique’s
performance
of GU

QUETTA (APP): Federal
Minister for Planning and
Development, Ahsan Igbal
appreciated outstanding
student Badria Rafique’s
performance of Gwadar
University (GU). He ex-
pressed these views while
holding a special meeting
with Gwadar University
(GU) students and encour-
aged them during a seminar
arranged at Gwadar Port.

The minister espe-
cially lauded the exceptional
performance of Gwadar
University student Badria
Rafique, who recently per-
formed brilliantly by win-
ning the first position in the
English speech competition
among all Pakistan univer-
sities in the Uraan Pakistan
National Debate Competi-
tion, bringing the title of
Best Speaker Debates to
herself and the University
of Gwadar.

P

rime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif, Deputy Prime Minister and

Foreign Minister Senator Ishaq Dar, Chiefof Army Staff & Chief of Defence
Forces, Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir and Cabinet Ministers witnessing
the exchange of Documents regarding Privatization of PIA between Arif Habib
Consortium and the Government of Pakistan, in Islamabad

CM Bugti says:
Baloch and Pakistan are
inseparable, our survival

and prosperity lie together

Announces landmark development package which include
50-bed hospital, completion of residential college &
Naharkot Dam, granting Rakhni the status of a municipal
committee, commencement of work on Rakhni Model Bazaar,
establishment of Rakhni Press Club, launch of housing scheme

RAKHNI (APP):
Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti has an-
nounced a comprehensive
development package for
the newly established Koh-
e-Suleman Division, pledg-
ing that its creation will not
remain symbolic but will be
accompanied by the provi-
sion of basic facilities and
infrastructure to ensure
long-overdue progress in
the region.

Addressing a large
public gathering in Rakhni,
declared as the divisional

headquarters, Sarfraz Bugti
said theregion had remained
neglected for centuries and
the government was now
fully committed to taking
responsibility for its devel-
opment.

“The mountains of
Koh-e-Suleman are not just
a geographical landmark as
it represent the history,
honor, and homeland of
brave tribes,” Sarfraz Bugti
remarked, calling the

division’s creation a major
step toward ending back-
wardness and ensuring good

governance.
Expressing satisfac-
tion over Rakhni’s elevation
from a union council to a
divisional headquarters, the
chief minister announced
several key development
initiatives. These include
the establishment of a 50-
bed hospital, completion of
a residential college,
completion ofthe Naharkot
Dam, granting Rakhni the
status of a municipal com-
mittee, immediate com

Continued on page 2

RAKHNI: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti addressing a huge
public gathering on the eve of newly established Koh-e-Suleman Division and

Rakhni as Divisional Headquarter.
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Pakistan committed
to regional peace: FO

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan is actively striving to
promote peace and stabil-
ity in the region amid a tense
regional situation, Foreign
Office Spokesperson Tahir
Andrabi said on Thursday.

Addressing a weekly
media briefing at the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs in
Islamabad, Tahir Andrabi
said Pakistan’s commitment
to regional peace had also
been highlighted by Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
during his participation in
the World Economic Fo-

rum.

He said the prime min-
ister attended the World
Economic Forum and held
several high-level sideline
meetings with international
leaders and global dignitar-
ies.

The Foreign Office
spokesperson said that the
United States has upgraded
its travel advisory for Pa-
kistan, which will allow
more people from the US
to travel to Pakistan. He

Continued on page 2

Three terrorists killed
in joint operation by
police, security forces

PM hails police, security forces for
successful operation against terrorists

BANNU (APP):Police and
security forces on Thurs-
day carried out a joint op-
eration against terrorists in
the Akbar Ali Khan Kallay,
Asparka, Domel area here,
resulting in the killing of
three terrorists, while sev-
eral others sustained inju-
ries.

According to official,
the operation was jointly
conducted by police and
security forces.

campaign.

Deputy Inspector
General (DIG) Bannu Re-
gion Sajjad Khan, District
Police Officer (DPO)
Bannu Yasir Afridi, and
Brigadier Umair Niazi of
116 Brigade were present
in the field during the op-
eration and supervised the
action.

Following the encoun-
ter, a search operation was

Continued on page 2

PTI warns of
shutdown,
wheel-jam
if meetings

with founder

delayed

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) has issued a strong
political warning after a
late-night core committee
meeting, demandingaccess
to its founder and announc-
ing possibleshutdown pro-
tests. The meeting also
came amid fresh internal
changes, with senior lead-
ers steppingdown from the
party’s political committee.

The corecommittee of
PTI held a late-night meet-
ing in Islamabad, after
which a formal announce-
ment was issued. The com-
mittee expressed serious
concerns overthe health and
access of the party’s found-
ing chairman.

The core committee
demanded that clear infor-
mation be provided regard-
ing the health of PTI
Founder Imran Khan. It
also called fora medical ex-
amination by doctors at
Shaukat Khanum Hospital,
emphasizing transparency
in medical reporting.

The committee
strongly condemned what
it described as deliberate
obstruction of meetings be-
tween Khan and his family.

Pakistan moves to defuse
US-Iran tension as PM
speaks to Iranian President

TEHRAN (INP): As
threats ofa potential United
States attack on Iran loom
large, Pakistan on Thursday
stepped in to defuse the
crisis as Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif spoke to the
Iranian president while
Islamabad was ako in touch
with Washington.

Within hours of a tele-
phonic conversation be-
tween Deputy PM and
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar
and his Iranian counterpart,
Abbas Araghchi, PM
Shehbaz also held a tele-
phonic conversation with
Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian.

The flurry of diplo-
matic engagements came
against the backdrop of re-
newed escalation in ten-
sions between Iran and the
US, which has sent mul-
tiple warships to the region.
President Donald Trump
wamed Tehran to strike a
nuclear deal or face the con-
sequences.

Pakistan is alarmed by

these developments and is
believed to have been mak-
ing diplomatic efforts to
cool off the brewing crisis.
A read out from the
PM Office said the two
leaders exchanged views on
the evolving regional situa-
tion. PM Shehbaz under-
scored the importance of
sustained dialogue and dip-
lomatic engagement for
promoting peace, security
and development in the re-
gon.
Reflecting the close
and fraternal ties between
Pakistan and Iran, rooted in
shared history, culture, and
faith, both leaders reaf-
firmed their commitment to
maintain regular high-level
engagements and consulta-
tions through bilateral insti-
tutional mechanisms, to
further strengthen coopera-
tion across the full spec-
trum of bilateral relations.
Earlier, FM Dar spoke
with Araghchi amid rising

Continued on page 2

WAH: Senator Abdul d;ldir Chairman Senate

Standing Committee onDefence Production and
members of the committee are being briefed dur-
ing theirvisitat Pakistan Ordnance Factory (P OF).

PIA to gain new heights
under Arif Habib
Consortium: PM

ISLAMABAD
Prime Minister
Muhammad  Shehbaz
Sharif Thursday said Paki-
stan International Airlines
(PIA) would gain new
heights underthe leadership
of Arif Habib Consortium
as the airline would im-
prove its performance,
punctuality, cabin service
and professional standards.

He was speaking at a
ceremony for signing of
transaction documents be-
tween the government and
Arif Habib Consortium re-
garding privatization of
PIA.

(APP):

The Prime Minister
congratulated the nation on
the signing ceremony for
PIA privatization.

He said Arif Habib and
his team were distinguished
business ambassadors of
Pakistan and they made a
valuable contribution to the
country’s progress.

He said the first pri-
ority of the new owners of
PIA would be comfortable
journey of passengers and
their safety.

He recalled that in the
1960s, PIA was at its peak,
with the airline being a
prominentand recognizable
name in cities across Paki-
stan and in world capitals.

He congratulated the
federal ministers, Chief of
Army Staff and Chief of
Defence Forces Field Mar

Continued on page 2
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QUETTA: Journalist giving sweet to winner of
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Balochistan Union Of Journalist election president
Manzoor Baloch Secretary General Shah Hussain.

Journalists’ Panel sweeps
BUJ elections 2026-27

QUETTA (ANN): The Journalsts”
Panel secured a resounding
victory in the 2026-27 an-
nual elections of
the Balochistan Union of
Journalists (BUJ), winning
allkey positions with a clear

majority.
Manzoor Ahmed of
ARY News was

elected President with 87
votes, defeating Geo News’
Salman Ashraf, who re-
ceived 23 votes. Fareed
Ullah of One News won
the Senior Vice
President seat with 77
votes, while Saadia Jahangir
secured 31 votes.

Continued on page 2

Bugti greets
BUJ’s newly
elected
leadership

Independent Report
QUETTA: Chief Minis-
ter Balochistan, Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti, has ex-
tended his congratulations
to the newly elected of-
fice-bearers of the

Balochistan Union of
Joumalists (BUJ) follow-
ing their successful elec-
tions. In his message, the
CM acknowledged Presi

Continued on page 2
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QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan presides over the meeting of P

i
rovincial Task Force for anti-polio
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Saim Ayub shines as Pakistan beat
Australia in T20I series opener

Sports Desk
LAHORE: Pakistan opener
Saim Ayub’s all-round per-
formance helped Green
Shirts secure a 22-run vic-
tory over Australia in the
first T201 of three-match
series at Lahore’s Gaddafi
Stadium on Thursday.

Ayub backed his blaz-
ing 40-run knock with two
wickets to help the Green
Shirts to defend a modest
total 168. Set to chase 169,
Australia’s batting unit fal-
tered and could accumulate
146/8 in 20 overs.

The touring side got
off to a briefly flamboyant
start to the pursuit, with
their opening pair of Mat-
thew Short and stand-in
captain raising 21 runs off
the first 10 deliveries be-
fore Ayub gave Pakistan the
breakthrough by dismissing
the former, who made a
four-ball five. The 23-year-
old all-rounder struck again
in his next over to get rid of
Head, who smashed two
sixes and as many fours on
his way to a 13-ball 23.

Following Ayub’s
twin strike, Cameron Green
and Matt Renshaw (15) at-
tempted to anchor the run
chase by knitting a 40-run
partnership for the third
wicket, which culminated
with the latter’s run out on
the first delivery of the
eighth over.

His dismissal sparked

b ——

a collapse as Australia be-
gan to lose wickets at an
alarming rate, including that
of mainstay Green, who
remained their top-scorer
with a cautious 36 off 31
deliveries, and conse-
quently slipped to 112/8 in
15.4 overs.

No.10 batter Xavier
Bartlett then played a
quickfire cameo at the
backend, scoring an un-
beaten 34 off 25 deliveries,
but his efforts were insuf-
ficient to steer Australia
over the line.

For Pakistan, Abrar
Ahmed and Ayub claimed
two wickets each, while
Shadab  Khan and
Mohammad Nawaz
chipped in with one apiece.

Pakistan  captain
Salman AliAgha’s decision
to bat first backfired as his
team’s batting unit could
accumulate 168/8 in their
allotted 20 overs.

The home side got off
to the worst possible start
to their innings as they lost
opener Sahibzada Farhan
for a diamond duck.

Following the early
stutter, SaimAyub and cap-
tain Agha stabilised the in-
nings by putting together
74 runs for the second
wicket.

Zampa broke the cru-
cial partnership on the
fourth delivery of the eighth
over by dismissing Ayub,

who remained the top-
scorer for Pakistan with a
22-ball 40, featuring three
fours and two sixes.

Agha was then in-
volved in a brief 1 2-run part-
nership for the third wicket
with Babar Azam until fall-
ing victim to Xavier Bartlett
in the 10" over and walked
back after scoring39 off 27
deliveries, laced with four
sixes and a four.

Babar was then joined
by Fakhar Zaman in the
middle, and the duo batted
cautiously to add 37 runs
for the fourth wicket before
Zampa struck, dismissing
the former, who made 20-
ball 24 with the help of one
six and a four.

Babar’s dismissal fol-
lowed two more setbacks
for Pakistan as Zaman (10)
and wicketkeeper batter
Usman Khan (10) perished
in quick succession, bring-
ing the total down to 149/6
in 17.5 overs.

All-rounder
Mohammad Nawaz then
added valuable runs at the
backend with an unbeaten
15 off 14 deliveries amid
Pakistan’s disappointing
death batting, during which
they lost two more wick-
ets.

Adam Zampa spear-
headed Australia’s bowling
attack with economical
bowling figures of 4/24 in
his four overs.

LAHORE: Pakistani batter

Babar Azam playing shot during the first Twenty20
International Cricket match between Pakistan and Australia at the Gaddafi
Cricket Stadium.

Three terrorists..

Continued from page 1

launched in the area to ap-
prehend the fleeing terror-
ists. Security personnel had
cordoned offthe surround-
ings to ensure that no sus-
pect escaped.

DIG Bannu Region
Sajjad Khan said that ter-
rorists would be taken to
their logical end and that the
situation of law and order
would be maintained at all
costs.

He reaffirmed the re-
solve of police and security
forces to continue opera-
tions against anti-state ele-

Meanwhile, Prime
Minister ~ Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Thurs-
day lauded the police and
security forces for con-
ducting a successful op-
eration against militants
in Bannu, neutralizing
three terrorists and thwart-
ing their subversive de-
signs.

The prime minister
paid tribute to the timely
and coordinated action by
the police and security
forces, and underlined that
their joint operation pre-
vented a potential threat
and safeguarded lives, a

Prime Minister’s Office
news release said.

ments to ensure lasting
peace in the region.
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With reference to the previous PRQ No. 3319 dated 19th January,
2026, itis hereby notified for the information of all concerned bidders
that:

1. In continuation of the Balochistan Public Procurement Regulatory
Authority's directions vide its letter No. BPPRA/Pr-
Sp(G&S)01/2025/1565-70 dated 21 January, 2026, necessary
changes have been made relating to:the location of delivery of items
as per Rule 27, sub-rule (1),the delivery period as per Rule 27, sub-
rule (1),the eligibility criteria as per Rule 37, andthe tender document
fee as per Rule 26, sub-rule (2). Accordingly, the evaluation criteria
have been revised/updated as perrules.

The last date for submission of tender documents has been
extended up to 05th February, 2026.

All other terms, conditions, specifications, and information of the
tender shall remain unchanged as mentioned in the earlier Notice
Inviting Tender

SECTION OFFICER (B&A)
LAW & PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS
DEPARTMENT

PRQ No.3535/29-1-2026|

v @dpr_gob [ dpr.gob _§ @dgpr.balochistan
L8
The EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (Building), City QUETTA CWPP&H
invites bids from eligible Bidders for supply of following items. TSE-
252601960331 Only electronic bid will be submitted, No
physical bid is required. Note: In All Procurements of GOB
Whether Through Electronic or Manual Bid Submission, It is
Mandatory For All Bidders to Get Registered At Electronic
Public Procurement System of BPPRA GOB. T/Fee Not Required
8.No  Class of Object Bid Security
1 Machinery & Power Plant (Total Item(s) Count: 1) 2%
Procurements shall be made under the Balochistan Public
Procurement Rules — 2014. Eligibility of Bidders: 2 Assignments of
Similar Nature and Complexity 20,000,000 in Previous 3 Years Turn
over of at least 20,000,000 PKR in 3 Subsequent Previous Years
Presence in Active Tax Payer List Sales Tax Certificate The bidding
firm must not be currently blacklisted by any procuring agency of
Pakistan JV is not permissible Submission of the required Bid
Security In case Bid Security is not found as required during financial
evaluation the bidding firm shall be declared as in-eligible and non-
responsive Procedure Of Procurement: Single Stage Two
Envelope Bidding Procedure Bid Security: The bids must
accompany Bid Security in the form of Bank Gurantee,Deposit at
Call of 2 % specified above in the name of the under-signed from a
scheduled bank. Tender Documents: The NIT & Bidding Document
can be obtained electronically from www.bppra.gob.pk Issuance of
tender Documents: Complete Bidding Document can be viewed at
www.bppra.gob.pk Last Date of bid submission: Bid can only be
submitted electronically latest by 12 February, 2026till 11:00 AM
through supplier dashboard. Tender opening: All tenders will be
opened on same day at 12:00 PM on EPPS System Address: whyte
Road Quetta Phone no: 0819203188

Email: executiveengineerquettacity@gmail.com

[

TENDER NOTICE

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (Building),
City QUETTA CWPP&H

PRQ No.3526/29-1-2026

b.pk.

%y www.dpr, w @dpr_gob [ dprgob § @ balochistan

Armed forces..
Continued from page 1

ROHI eSkills Learning Hub
(STP) aimed at promoting
digital skills and learning
opportunities for students,
particularly from Southern
Punjab and across the coun-
try. He also inaugurated the
APS Abbasia Campus, re-
affirming Pakistan Army’s
commitment to quality edu-
cation and character build-
ing.
The COAS & CDF
later visited the EME Re-
gional Workshop, where he
was briefed on maintenance
regime to sustain modern
platforms through ad-
vanced technologies,
indeginization and other
combat support measures.
Earlier, upon his ar-
rival at Bahawalpur Garri-
son, the COAS & CDF was
received by Commander
Bahawalpur Corps. He also
laid a floral wreath at
Yadgar-e-Shuhada and of-
fered Fateha, paying trib-
ute to the supreme sacri-
fices of the martyrs.

CJP consults..

Continued from page 1

water facilities to their Bar.

Inresponse, the Chief
Justice highlighted Con-
tinuing Legal Education
programs offered by the
Federal Judicial Academy,
encouraging young lawyers
to benefit from the training.
He added that the
academy’s training calendar
is available on its official
platform.

Meanwhile, the
Mansehra Bar delegation
raised concerns regarding
infrastructure and water
availability at the Judicial
Complex in their district.

Taking notice of the
matter, the Chief Justice
directed the relevant Resi-
dent Additional Secretary to
visit the site and ensure
swift resolution of the is-
sues.

The engagement re-
flects the judiciary’s

broader commitment to
sustainable reforms, im-
proved legal services, and
stronger collaboration with
the legal community.

DUBAL: President Asif Ali Zardari is seen off by His Excellency Abdul
Rahman bin Mohamed Al Owais, Cabinet Member and Minister for Federal
National CouncilAffairs of UAE, atthe airport.

Balochistan Officers begin study tour

Civil service training key
to strong governance, says
Gujranwala Commissioner

Independent Report
GUJRANWALA: Com-
missioner Gujranwala Divi-
sion, Syed Naveed Haider
Shirazi, emphasized that
rigorous and effective train-
ing of civil service officers
is essential for establishing
a responsive, transparent,
and people-oriented admin-
istrative system.He was
speaking at a high-level
meeting of assistant com-
missioners held at the Com-
missioner Office
Gujranwala in connection
with the 1% Inland Study

Tour of Balochistan Civil
Service officers. The study
tour has been organized
under the leadership of Di-
rector Civil Services Acad-
emy Quetta, Shabana Sul-
tan.

The commissioner
stated that the tour, com-
prising 55 officers, is de-
signed to expose
Balochistan Civil Service
officers to practical and
successful models of gov-
emance in Punjab, particu-
larly in areas of revenue
administration, develop-

ment planning, and public
service delivery. He directed
assistant commissioners to
fully share their profes-
sional knowledge, field ex-
perience, and administra-
tive practices with the vis-
iting officers to ensure
meaningful learning out-
comes.

Syed Naveed Haider
Shirazinoted that thorough
preparation of training ses-
sions, a well-coordinated
schedule, and high-quality
briefings are critical for the
success of the study tour.

Pakistan committed..

Continued from page 1

added thatthe revised travel
advisory reflects Pakistan
as a safer destination for
travel.

Andrabi said Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari is cur-
rently on an official visit to
the United Arab Emirates,
which reflects the long-
standing and brotherly re-
lations between Pakistan
and the UAE.

The spokesperson
said that Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Min-
ister Ishaq Dar recently vis-
ited Davos, where he held
meetings with several glo-
bal leaders, and during his
return journey also held
meetings with senior offi-
cials during a stopover in

Abu Dhabi. He added that
Ishaq Dar also met senior
officials of Etisalat in Abu
Dhabi.

The Foreign Office
spokesperson said that the
deputy prime minister held
two separate telephone
conversations with Iran’s
Foreign Minister Seyed
Abbas Araghchi.

He said that Ishaq Dar
also held telephonic con-
tacts with the foreign min-
isters of Qatar, Egypt and
Banghdesh.

The spokesperson
further said that a round of
bilateral political consulta-
tions was held between Pa-
kistan and Belgium, while
Pakistan and Ghana also
held their first-ever politi-
cal consultations.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Maritime Af-
fairs Muhammad Junaid Anwar Chaudhry talking
to RwandanHighCommissioner Harerimana Fatou
who called on him.

Pakistan moves to..

Continued from page 1

tensions in the Middle East,
following renewed threats
by Trump to take military
action against Iran.
According to a state-
ment issued by the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs, Dar
expressed concern over the
evolving regional situation
and stressed that dialogue
and diplomacy remain the
only viable way forward.
Both leaders agreed to re-
main in close contact as the
situation develops.
Separately at a weekly
news briefing, Foreign Of-
fice Spokesperson Tahir
Andrabi reiterated
Pakistan’s long-standing
position that dialogue and
diplomacy remained the

only viable path to resolv-
ing regional disputes, wam-
ing that the Middle East
could not afford another
war that would derail eco-
nomic development and re-
gional stability.

He said Pakistan had
consistently opposed the
use of force, interference in
internal affairs and the im-
position of unilateral sanc-
tions, particularly against
“brotherly country” Iran.

“As war clouds hover,
Pakistan has always advo-
cated peace and diplomacy
to settle all outstanding is-
sues,” he said, adding that
FM Dar held two tele-
phone conversations this
week with his Iranian coun-
terpart to discuss the evolv-
ing situation.

PIA to gain new..

Continued from page 1

shal Syed Asim Munir for
their commitment to the
national interest. He also
appreciated Advisor for
Privatization Muhammad
Ali for the successful
privatization of PIA.

The Prime Minister
said the privatization pro-
cess of PIA was telecast live
and conducted in a trans-
parent manner. He said bid-
ding was closed at the price
of Rs 180 billion, out of
which the consortium will
spend Rs 135billion on im-
provement of PIA while
the government would get
Rs 55 billion.

PM Shehbaz Sharif

said through untiring efforts
and innovation, new PIA
owners would regain past
glory of PIA. The nation
was expecting that it would
get best travel services and
name of Pakistan would
gain new recognition, he
added. Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Foreign Minister
Muhammad Ishaq Dar,
Chief of Army Staff and
Chief of Defence Forces
Field Marshal Syed Asim
Munir and federal ministers
attended the ceremony.

Advisor for
Privatization Muhammad
Ali explained the salient
features of the privatization
of Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA).

QUETTA: Commissioner Quetta Division Shahzaib K han Kakar presides
over the meeting of designing committee of Urban Planning.

Journalists’..

Continued from page 1

Shah Hussain Tarin of 92
News emerged as General
Secretary with 79 votes
against Fateh Bugti’s
29. Zafar Baloch of Sama
TV was elected Vice
President with 83 votes,
defeating Yakmi Roger,
who received 22 votes.

In other key
positions, Ismat
Sumalani won as Finance
Secretary with 83
votes; Kifayat
Ali secured Senior Joint
Secretary with 85 votes;
and Adnan Saeed was
elected Joint
Secretary with 79 votes.
Members of the Executive
Council Raza Rehman,
Saleem Shahid, Khalil
Ahmed, Shehzada Zulfigar,
Arshad Butt, Murtaza
Zehri, Muhammad Amir,
and Mohibullah were all
elected with overwhelming
majorities.

Out of 134 registered
voters, 113 cast their
votes in this fiercely con-
tested election. Following
the announcement of re-
sults, the newly elected of-
fice-bearers and their sup-
porters expressed joy and
reaffirmed their commit-
ment to protecting journal-
ists” rights.

Bugti greets..

Continued from page 1

dent Manzoor Ahmed, Se-
nior Vice President
Fareedullah, General Secre-
tary Shah Hussain Tareen,
Vice President Zafar
Baloch, Finance Secretary
Ismat Sumalani, Senior
Joint Secretary Kifayat Ali,
Joint Secretary Adnan
Saeed, and executive coun-
cil members Raza Rehman,
Saleem Shahid, Khalil
Ahmed, Shehzada Zulfigar,
Arshad Butt, Murtaza
Zehri, Muhammad Amir,
and Mohibullah.

Mir Sarfaraz Bugti ex-
pressed optimism that the
new leadership would ac-
tively uphold journalistic
principles, safeguard free-
dom of expression, and
protect the rights of jour-
nalists. He highlighted that
independent and respon-
sible journalism is funda-
mental to the functioning of
ademocratic society.

The Chief Minister
assured that the provincial
government would continue
providing full support to
ensure the welfare, protec-
tion, and resolution of is-
sues affecting journalists.
He added that collaborative
efforts between the govern-
ment and journalistic orga-
nizations would be
strengthened to address
challenges facing the press
in Balochistan.

Provincial..

Continued from page 1

tional and global commit-
ments toward polio eradi-
cation. He also ordered
strict legal action against
absent employees of the
EPI programme, making it
clear that negligence or der-
eliction of duty would not
betolerated. Duringthe meet-
ing, Provincial Coordinator
COC Inam-utHaq briefed
participants, nforming them
that a province-wide anti-
polio campaign will begin on
Monday, February 2.

PSB announces $115
daily allowance for
Pakistan hockey team

LAHORE (INP): The Pa-
kistan Sports Board (PSB)
has approved a daily allow-
ance of $115 for national
hockey team players par-
ticipating in the upcoming
FIH Pro League, providing
a much-needed financial
boost ahead of crucial in-
ternational fixtures.

The Pakistan Sports
Board has officially an-
nounced a daily allowance
of $115 for each player of
the national hockey team
during the FIH Pro League.
The move marks a signifi-
cant increase in financial fa-
cilities for the team.

DG PSB Muhammad
Yasir Pirzada confirmed
that the allowance has been
approved and will apply
throughout the team’s par-
ticipation inthe tournament.

Accordingto officials,
national team players have
been instructed to receive
the daily allowance before
their departure for the Pro
League matches. The step
aims to ensure smooth
preparations and avoid lo-
gistical or financial issues
during the tour.

Pakistan hockey team
captain Imad Butt wel-
comed the PSB’s decision,
calling it a positive devel-
opment for the players’
morale.

He said the improved
financial support would
help players focus fully on
performance rather than
off-field concerns. The na-
tional hockey team is
scheduled to play its FIH
Pro League matches from
February 10.

Provincial Minister for Education, Balochistan
Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani offering Fateha
for the departed soul of the wife of the elder
brother of the Acting Chairman Senate Syedaal

Khanin Islamabad.

Baloch and Pakistan..

Continued from page 1

mencement of work on the
Rakhni Model Bazaar, es-
tablishment of a Rakhni
Press Club, launch of a
housing scheme, and renam-
ing the municipal commit-
tee as Municipal Commit-
tee Dera Khetran.

He emphasized that
the purpose of establishing
a divisional headquarters
was to accelerate develop-
ment and improve service
delivery for the people.
“The districts of this divi-
sion are bound together like
brothers, and just as Koh-
e-Suleman stands tall, so do
the people of this region,”
he remarked.

The Chief Minister
strongly criticized attempts
to push Baloch youth into
what he termed a “futile
conflict”, waming of con-
spiracies aimed at alienat-
ing them from the state.

“Baloch and Pakistan
are inseparable, and our
survival and prosperity lie

together,” he said, urging
youth to focus on char-
acter, education, and
hard work rather than
slogans.

Sarfraz Bugti assured
the public that every com-
mitment made would be
fulfilled, stressing that re-
sentment against the state
is unacceptable despite
governance challenges.

The rally was at-
tended by large numbers
from the Khetran, Bugti,
Zarkoon, Buzdar,
Gharshin, and Leghari
tribes, along with political
leaders including MPAs
Zark Khan Mandokhail and
Haji Ali Madad Jattak, PPP
leader Mir Baz Muhammad
Khetran, former minister
Naseebullah Marri, Na-
tional Party leader Abdul
Karim Khetran, District
Chairman Dera Bugti
Wadera Ghulam Nabi
Shambani, District Chair-
man Kohlu Mir Nisar
Ahmed Marri, and Sami
Khan Zarkoon.
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Itis to notify that in NIT published through PRQ No. 3494/27-01-
2026, the TSE-252601955383 TSE-252601955423 TSE-
252601955443 TSE-252601955503 TSE-252601955513 TSE-
252601955543 TSE-252601955573 TSE-252601955593 TSE-
252601955613 TSE-252601955643 TSE-252601955933 is Single
Stage One Envelope Bidding Procedure

Executive Engineer Buildings
CWPP&H department district
Zhob

PRQ No.3540/29-1-2026
< : ipr

@ CORRIGENDUM

The Notice Inviting Tender published in the Daily newspaper on 21 st
January, 2026 vide PRQ No. 3340/20-01-2026, as well as uploaded
on the BPPRA website under TSE-252601948533 for the work
“Construction of 1.5 KM B/T Road Killi Setan Paizai, Tehsil and
District Killa Saifullah BSDI Phase-II", has been amended. The
necessary corrections and amendments have been made in the
bidding documents. Interested bidders are requested to download
the updated bidding documents from the BPPRA website. The
timelines for bid submission and opening are hereby extended, and
the new date of bid opening will be 06-02-2026.The place of
issuance and opening of tenders will be the Office of the Executive
Engineer (Roads), CW, PP&amp;H Department, District Killa
Saifullah. All other terms and conditions will remain unchanged.

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (ROADS),
CW, PP&H Department,
District Killa Saifullah

PRQ No.3524/29-1-2026|

%y www.dpr.gob.pk

TENDER NOTICE é@g

TSE-252601960823 Only ic bid will be No
physical bid is required. Note: In All Procurements of GOB
Whether Through Electronic or Manual Bid Submission, It is
Mandatory For All Bidders to Get Registered At Electronic
Public Procurement System of BPPRA GOB. The DIRECTOR
ELECTRICITY NORTH invites bids from Eligible Bidders for
execution of following works for the Year 2026 based on Composite
schedule rates 2023 on Percentage Rates
Tender Fee 1500 PKR and Bid Security 2%

S.No Name of Work/s E/Cost
1 SOLARIZATION OF (REPRODUCTIVEHEALTH 170,000,000

SERVICES CENTER) RHS-A,DISTRICT

POPULATION WELFARE OFFICES DPWO

AND FAMILY WELFARE CENTERS.
Procurements shall be made under the Balochistan Public
Procurement Rules — 2014. Eligibility of Bidders: Presence in
Active Tax Payer List The bidding firm must not be blacklisted by any
procuring agency of Pakistan Balochistan Revenue Authority
Registration is required The bidder must have completed 1
Assignment of similar nature of work Turn over of at least
150,000,000 PKR Amount in3 subsequent previous years showing
financial capacity of the firm Regi ion with Pakistan i i
council (PEC) C-4 and above (Upto 200 million) In Relevant
Category And Specialized Code is EE11(l) (Solar), EE11(ii) (Solar
Energy), EE11(iii) (Solar Energy system), EE11(vi) (General
Electrical Works Only). Procedure Of Procurement: Single Stage
Two Envelope Bidding Procedure Bid Security: The bids must
accompany Bid Security in the form of Bank Gurantee,Deposit at
Call of 2 % specified above in the name of the under-signed from a
scheduled bank. Tender Documents: The NIT & Bidding Document
can be obtained electronically from www.bppra.gob.pk Issuance of
tender Documents: Complete Bidding Document can be viewed at
www.bppra.gob.pk Last Date of bid submission: Bid can only be
submitted electronically latest by 18 February, 2026till 10:30 AM
through supplier dashboard. Tender opening: All tenders will be
opened on same day at 11:30 AM on EPPS System Address: Office
Near night star complex,Samungliroad Quetta

Phone no: 0812442007Fax no: 0812442007
Email: ishfagpgr@gmail.com

v @dpr_gob (@ dpr.gob _f @dgprbalochistan

Director Energy (North)
Energy Dep[artment

PRQ No.3527/29-1-2026
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MadadJ atttaZarakKhan Mandokhail and others addressing

public gathering on the eve of

establishing Koh-e-Suleman as

A

Division and Rakhnias Divisional Headquarter.

Minister slams disinformation
campaign, dismisses social
media claims as fabricated

Independent Report
QUETTA: Provincial Min-
ister for Public Health En-
gineering and WASA
Balochistan, Sardar Abdul
Rehman Khetran, has
firmly denied statements
circulating on social media
that are being falsely attrib-
uted to him, terming them
baseless, misleading, and
entirely fabricated.

Inaclarification issued
through the minister’s
spokesperson, it was
stated that the news items

under the name of Sardar
Abdul RehmanKhetran did
not originate from him or
his office. The spokesper-
son emphasized that such
claims have no connection
whatsoever with the
minister’s official views,
policies, or decisions.

The spokesperson fur-
ther explained that the
miniter’s authentic stance is
conveyed  exclusively
through official press re-
leases, recognized and cred-
ible media outlets, and veri-

Any content spread via un-
official orunverified sources,
it was stressed, should not
be treated as genuine.
Sardar Abdul Rehman
Khetran has called upon the
general public, journalists,
and social media users to
exercise responsibility by
confirming information
from relevant and autho-
rized sources before circu-
lating it. He warned that
unchecked dissemination
of false information only
fuels confusion and under-

and remarks being shared fied social media platforms. mines public trust.
— =
e
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QUETTA: Secretary Livestock Muhammad

Tayab Lehriand Secretary Women
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Development Sara Atta presenting shield to Provincial Minister for Live-
stock SardarF aisal Khan Jamali.

PPAF supporting climate
resilient community
development in Balochistan

KILLA  SAIFULLAH
(APP): Pakistan Poverty
Alleviation Fund (PPAF),
through its partner organi-
zations, is playing a vital
role in restoring essential
socialservices and strength-
ening climate resilience in
flood-affected communities
across Pakistan.

The  devastating
floods of 2022 severely
disrupted access to health,
education, water and sani-
tation, and livelihoods in
many vulnerable districts.

In response, PPAF
launched the Restoring So-
cial Services and Climate
Resilience (RSSCR)

project, a two-year initia-
tive aimed at rebuilding dam-
aged infrastructure, improv-
ing service delivery, and
enhancing communities’
ability to cope with future
climate-related shocks.

Funded by PPAF and
implemented through its
partner organizations, the
project focuses on address-
ing critical gaps in social
services by working on
both the supply and de-
mand sides.

Italso emphasizes citi-
zen engagement with local
governments and the pro-
motion of local leadership to
ensure climate-resilient and
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UETT Director General Public Relations
Balochistan Askar Khan presenting bouquet to Ex-
DGPRMuhammadNoorKhetran.

Musakhel administration
takes firm stance on border
disputes with Barkhan

Independent Report
MUSAKHEL: Deputy
Commissioner Musakhel,
Abdul Razaq Khajjak,
convened a meeting with
tribal elders from Tehsil
Kangri to address con-
cerns related to law and
order, regional stability,
and border issues with
Barkhan District.

During the discus-
sions, the elders raised
complaints about alleged
encroachments by
Barkhan authorities into
Musakhel’s territorial ar-
eas, noting that these dis-
putes were causing local
unrest and required imme-
diate attention.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Abdul Razaq
Khajjak assured the del-
egation that the district
administration is fully
committed to protecting
Musakhel’s territorial

boundaries. He confirmed
that the encroachment is-
sue would be formally
addressed with the rel-
evant authorities and the
Barkhan administration
to ensure that boundaries
are clearly defined based
on ground realities.

The deputy commis-
sioner stressed that the
district administration’s
approach would priori-
tize public interest while
remaining fully compli-
ant with legal frameworks
and principles of justice.

At the conclusion of
the meeting, the elders of
Tehsil Kangri expressed
confidence in the
administration’s efforts
and pledged their full co-
operation to maintain
peace, uphold law and
order, and reinforce gov-
ernment authority in the
region.

QUETTA: Members of Balochistan Grand Alliance
hold protest for demands on Jinnah Road in Quetta.

sustainable development
outcomes. The RSSCR
project is being implemented
m 61 union councik across
19 districts of Balochistan,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Sindh, Punjab, and Gilgit-
Baltistan.

These districts were
selected due to their high
vulnerability to floods and
other climate hazards, en-
suring that support reaches
communities most in need.

In Killa Saifullah,
PPAF partner organizations
are implementing a total of
58 Community Physical
Infrastructure schemes.
These include the establish-
ment and rehabilitation of
rural health centers to im-
prove healthcare access,
construction of irrigation
water channels to support
agriculture, development of
flood protection walls to
safeguard settlements, and
repair and renovation of
essential community infra-
structure.

BUMHS opens
doors for aspiring
nurses with
province wide

admission test
Independent Report
QUETTA: Bolan Univer-
sity of Medical and Health
Sciences (BUMHS) Quetta
has announced the Nursing
Colleges Admission Test
(NCAT) for entry into the
four-year BS Nursing Pro-
gramacross 14 nursing col-
leges in Balochistan.
According to the uni-
versity, admissions are open
exclusively to candidates
from Balochstanand will be
awarded strictly on the ba-
sis of merit. Applicants
must have secured at least
50 percent marks in FSc, and
the maximum age limit for
eligibility is 30 years. Seats
are availble at the College
of Nursing BMC Quetta,
Nursing College Civil Hos-
pital Quetta, Nursing Col-
lege Sheikh Khalifa Bin
Zayed Hospital Quetta.

Notice for

Change of
Address

It is hereby notified for
general information that
the address of the firm
Build Max Construction
Co, PEC Constructor Li-
cense No. C4/20864, has
been changed as under:

Old Address: House
No 2 Ward No 06,
Ghousia Road Sialkot
Cantt Sialkot

New Address: Seed
Noor House Shekhan
Town Zhob, Balochistan,
Pakistan allconcerned are
requested to note this
change.

Build Max Con-
struction Co

GoB moves to tighten oversight of public endowment
fund as billions approved for lifesaving treatment

Independent Report
QUETTA: Parliamentary
Secretary for Social Wel-
fare, Haji Wali Muhammad
Noorzai, announced that
concrete steps are being
taken to further strengthen
transparency and account-
ability in the Balochistan
Public Endowment Fund
(BPEF), a flagship initiative
providing free medical
treatment to financially vul-
nerable patients suffering
from expensive and critical
illnesses.

He made these re-
marks while chairing the
24" meeting of the
Balochistan Public Endow-
ment Fund Board held on
Thursday. The session was
attended by Secretary So-

cial Welfare Ismatullah
Qureshi, Additional Secre-
tary Health Shahak Baloch,
Additional Secretary Chief
Minister Secretariat Rohina
Kakar, Director Headquar-
ters Social Welfare Ashraf
Gichki, Programme Direc-
tor BPEF Sameena Ehsan
Baloch, Assistant Director
Social Welfare Inayatullah
Kasi, representatives of the
Finance Department, medi-
cal specialists, and mem-
bers of civil society.
During the meeting,
Programme Director
Sameena Ehsan Baloch pre-
sented a comprehensive
overview of cases previ-
ously supported by the
fund. These included treat-
ments for cancer, cardiac

ailments, implants and
limb-saving surgeries, end-
stage renal disease and di-
alysis, hepatitis, liver trans-
plants, thalassemia, co-
chlear implants, and other
serious health conditions,
along withdetails of inspec-
tions of panel hospitals.

The board was in-
formed that 404 cases had
been approved in the pre-
vious meeting with a total
financial implication of Rs
930 million. Of this
amount, Rs 269 million had
already been utilized for the
treatment of 321 patients,
while medical care for the
remaining 83 cases was still
underway.

Members were further
briefed that 1,054 new

cases, carrying an estimated
cost of Rs 2.72 billion, were
placed before the board and
approved. It was also dis-
closed that Rs 520 million
held by panel hospitals un-
der the Endowment Fund
had been recovered, out of
which Rs 242 million had
been adjusted against ap-
proved cases, while the re-
maining amount was sanc-
tioned for adjustment.
The meeting was told
that medicines worth Rs
200 million had already
been procured, raising the
total number of beneficia-
ries to 492 patients. How-
ever, an additional Rs 200
million was required to
meet further medicine re-
quirements, which the

board approved. The
Programme Director was
also directed to complete
the necessary formalities
for the inclusion of Arya
Hospital in the panel of
approved hospitals.

Haji Wali Muhammad
Noorzai informed partici-
pants that discussions had
also taken place with Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
who assured full support
for further strengthening the
fund. Stressing that public
health remains a top prior-
ity, he said the Balochistan
Public Endowment Fund
represents apublic trustand
its transparent, efficient,
and responsible utilization
is a collective obligation of
all concerned.

Khetran denounces Killing
of Colonel Imran, promises
firm action against terrorists

Independent Report
QUETTA: Provincial
Minister Sardar Abdul
Rehman Khetran ex-
pressed deep sorrow over
the killing of Colonel
Imran in a shooting by
unidentified assailants in
Dera IsmailKhan, describ-
ing the officer’s martyr-
dom as an irreparable loss
for the nation.In his con-
dolence message, the min-
ister paid tribute to Colo-
nel Imran’s dedicated ser-

vice to the country, affirm-
ing that the sacrifices of
martyrs would never be
forgotten. He stated that
the entire nation shares in
the grief over this tragic
incident.

Sardar Abdul Rehman
Khetran underscored the
government’s unwavering
support for the Pakistan
Army and law enforcement
agencies in the ongoing fight
against terrorism. He
vowed that terrorist ele-

ments would be brought to
justice and that anti-state
actors would face strict ac-
countability, stressing that
the war on terrorism will
continue until its objectives
are fully achieved.

The minister also con-
veyed his prayers for the
speedy recovery of those
injured in the attack and
prayed that Almighty Al-
lah grant patience and
strength to the bereaved
family of the martyr.
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SIBL: Commissionr SibiDivision Asadullah F aiz inspecting the DHQ ’Iéach

ing Hospital Sibi.

Quetta traffic to ease soon
as Gahi Khan and customs
flyovers near operational stage

Independent Report
QUETTA: Secretary Com-
munications and Works,
Babar Khan, highlighted the
criticalrole of the Gahi Khan
and Customs Flyovers in
reducing traffic congestion
across Quetta, noting that
their completion will ensure
smoother transit for resi-
dents and traders alke.

Acting on directives
from Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz
Bugti, Babar Khan con-
ducted an on-site inspection
of both flyover projects.
The Gahi Khan Flyover is
approaching its final phase,
while work on the Customs
Flyover is advancing rap-
idly. Both structures are
expected to ease congestion
around major commercial

s

centers, including Hazar
Ganji Market, and improve
connectivity with Sindh,
Punjab, and other parts of
the province.

During the inspection,
Executive Engineer Roads,
Saryab Division, Habib
Ahmed, and other officials
briefed the secretary on con-
struction progress, quality,
and remaining tasks. Babar
Khan directed that the Gahi
Khan Flyover be opened to
traffic within 15 days to im-
mediately alleviate conges-
tion, while ordering an ac-
cekrated pace for the Cus-
toms Flyover, including en-
hancements to side lanes and
alternative routes to ensure
minimal inconvenience for
the public during ongoing
construction.

QUETTA: J ournalist asting their votes during
Balochistan Union Of Joumalist election.

Loralai mobilizes against polio
as district admin kicks off
Door-to-Door vaccination drive

Independent Report
LORALALI: An anti-polio
vaccination campaign was
officially launched in
Loralai, with Deputy
Commissioner Miran
Baloch inaugurating the
drive by administering po-
lio drops to children, mark-
ing the start of intensified
efforts to protect young
lives fromthe crippling dis-
ease.

A ceremony was or-
ganized in this connection,
which was attended by
Deputy District Health
Officer Dr Shah Zaman
Hamzazai, N-Staff Dr
Farhan, Divisional Co ordi-
nator Dr Zarak Khan, Fo-
cal Person Muhammad
Hashim Kakar, Mukhtiar
Ahmed Luni, officials of
the Health Department,
representatives of the Po-
lio Programme, security
personnel, and polio work-
ers.

Addressing the par-

ticipants, Deputy Com-
missioner Miran Baloch
described polio as a severe
and incurable disease that
can leave children perma-
nently disabled, stressing
that vaccination remains
the only effective means to
eliminate it. He appealed
to parents to extend full co-
operation to vaccination
teams and ensure that ev-
ery child under the age of
five receives polio drops
during each campaign.

He said that the dis-
trict administration, health
authorities, security
forces, and frontline teams
are working in close coor-
dination to ensure the suc-
cess of the campaign, with
the objective of reaching
every child without excep-
tion. He also instructed
field teams to carry out
their responsibilities dili-
gently and ensure that even
remote and hard-to-reach
areas are covered.

Gwadar’s oldest
Business Centre

formally opened

GWADAR (INP): The
Gwadar Development Au-
thority (GDA) has been for-
mally reopened Gwadar’s
oldest commercialand busi-
ness center, Mulla Fazal
Chowk, following a com-
prehensive overhaul, expan-
sion, and renovation.
Gwadar lawmaker Maulana
Hadait ur Rehman attended
the inauguration ceremony,
which marked the comple-
tion of the project, Gwadar
Pro reported.

Also present were
GDA Chief Engineer Haji
Saeed Ahmed, Municipal
Committee ~ Chairman
Majid Johar, GDA Road
Engineer Nadir Baloch, Ex-
ecutive Engineer Qasim
Baloch, along with senior
officials and representa-
tives of civil society.

District officials
visit injured
Loralai constable,
pledge full
support to law

enforcement

Independent Report
LORALAI: Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(Revenue) Muhammad
Ismail Mengal and Assistant
Commissioner Loralai
Nadeem Akram vsited the
residence of Constable
Dilawar Khan, who sus-
tained injuries in a recent
shooting by unidentified
armed  assailants  at
Pathankot. During the visit,
officials inquired about the
constable’s health and ex-
tended their best wishes for
a swiftrecovery. They com-
mended his bravery, dedica-
tion, and commitment to
duty, noting that police per-
sonnel regularly put their
lives at risk to safeguard citi-
zens and their propetty.
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QUETTA: Chief Coordinator Officer Dr. Dost
Muhammad presenting shield to Managing Direc-
tor Balochistan TechnicalEducation and Vocation

Training Authority Hamood-ur-Rehmanon the eve
of “Countering Violent Extremism” Police Dia-
logue organized by Home Department.

Balochistan honors women
development secretary
for distinguished service

Independent Report
QUETTA: Provincial Min-
ister for Livestock
Balochistan, Sardarzada
Faisal Khan Jamali, along
with Secretary Livestock,
Muhammad Tayyab Lehri,
presented a commemora-
tive shield to Secretary
Women Development De-
partment, SairaAtta, recog-
nizing her exceptional con-
tributions to departmental
performance, women’s
welfare, and the promotion
of inter-departmental col-
laboration.

During the ceremony,
the provincial minister

LORALAL: Deputy Commissioner Loralai Miran

lauded Saira Atta’s dedica-
tion and professional excel-
lence, highlighting the piv-
otal role of the Women De-
velopment Department in
advancing women’s rights
and fostering social devel-
opment throughout the
province.

Secretary Livestock
Muhammad Tayyab Lehri
underscored the importance
of strengthening coopera-
tion between departments
to enhance the effectiveness
of welfare initiatives and
ensure sustained progress
in social development pro-

Baloch administering polio drops to child to inau-
gurate anti-polio campaign.

Administration pledges
immediate relief as DC takes
direct stock of public grievances

Independent Report
USTA MUHAMMAD:
Deputy Commissioner
Usta Muhammad,
Muhammad  Ramzan
Palal, reaffirmed that serv-
ing the public is the pri-
mary obligation of all gov-
ernment officers and
called on officials to act
with seriousness, honesty,
and a strong sense of re-
sponsibility in addressing
citizens’ concerns.

He expressed these
views while presiding over
an open court (Khuli
Kachahri) held at Union
Council Head Bagh in
Tehsil Gandakha, aimed at
directly receiving public
complaints and ensuring
their swift redressal. The
open court was convened
to identify pressing pub-
lic issues, enhance coordi-
nation among depart-

ments, and work toward
lasting solutions for the
problems faced by resi-
dents.

Senior district offi-
cials were present at the
session, including SSP
Usta Muhammad Ghulam
Hussain Bajoi, Additional
Deputy Commissioner
Muhammad Ismail
Lashari, District Educa-
tion Officer Shah Bakhsh
Pindrani, District Health
Officer Dr Amir Ali Jamali,
Medical Superintendent
Dr Abdul Jabbar Soomro,
along with officers from
the Irrigation, Public
Health Engineering, Build-
ings & Roads, Agriculture,
and other relevant depart-
ments. A large number of
local elders and citizens
attended and presented
their grievances both ver-
bally and in writing.

dressing during openkatchery at Head Bagh.

PR Scn Tt b 24lic
USTA MUHAMMAD: Deputy Commissioner Muhammad Ramzan Palal ad-
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Super tax

The Federal Constitutional
Court’s short order upholding
the legality of the contentious
super tax on high-earning in-
dividuals and businesses sig-
nifies an important turn in
Pakistan’s struggle between fis-
cal expediency and tax cer-
tainty.

The FCC judgement settles
more than 2,200 pending cases
and secures recovery of an es-
timated Rs310bn in unpaid tax
revenues — no doubt, a big
relief for a fiscally strained
state. Only the petroleum ex-
ploration sector has been
granted relief because even a
constitutionally valid fiscal step
cannot be arbitrarily enforced
where it risks breaching con-
tractual obligations and trigger-
ing international arbitration.

The ruling reaffirms
parliament’s exclusive author-
ity to impose taxes, declaring
that earlier high court interven-
tions staying super tax recov-
eries amounted to judicial over-
reach. A precedent has thus
been set that is likely to deter
future judicial interference in
tax collection.

However, the judgement
does not address the question
of whether legal certainty on a
contentious tax measure can be
equated with tax equity and
sound economic policy. The
super tax’s evolution from a
temporary levy to a permanent
feature of the tax regime shows
it cannot. Introduced in 2015
as a one-time levy to fund the
rehabilitation of people dis-
placed by the Zarb-i-Azb mili-
tary operation in KP, the tax
was repeatedly extended and
expanded from select sectors
to virtually the entire corporate
landscape, as well as high-in-
come individuals to bolster FBR
collections. This gradual
institutionalisation of an emer-
gency levy as a permanent rev-
enue spinner signals fiscal
compulsions originating from
the state’s failure to broaden
the tax base. The levy confirms
the state’s inability to effec-
tively bring untaxed or
undertaxed segments — nota-
bly large parts of retail, real
estate and agriculture — into
the net.

No wonder successive gov-
ernments have either turned to
a narrow pool of documented
taxpayers — extracting more
from those already compliant —
or relied on more borrowings to
finance and sustain their bud-
gets. It is rightly feared by com-
pliant businesses that the FCC
decision may embolden the
state to continue down this
path. In other words, the ruling
might have brought legal final-
ity on the impugned levy but it
has also exposed deep struc-
tural flaws in the taxation frame-
work. A tax system dependent
on easy-to-collect withholding
taxes, surcharges and super
taxes is neither equitable nor
sustainable. Without expansion
of the tax base, improved en-
forcement and compliance and
a shift away from stop-gap rev-
enue measures, levies like the
super tax risk becoming a per-
manent substitute for tax re-
form. It may suit the FBR but is
costly for economic growth and
investment. The FCC has spo-
ken on the constitutionality and
legality of the super tax. The an-
swer to the question on how to fix
the broken tax system has to
come from our political leadership.

Asif Durrani

The announcement by the
Afghan Taliban regime of a
new penal code to govern
their country’s criminal jus-
tice systemshould concern
not only the Afghans but
anyone who is attentive to
the relationship between
law, power and social or-
der. What has emerged from
Afghanistan through offi-
cial statements and media
reporting is not a coherent
legal framework aimed at
justice or social stability.
Rather, it reflects a deliber-
ate regression towards pre-
modern norms that
institutionalise inequality,
undermine accountability
and legitimise coercion un-
der the guise of religious au-
thority.

A penal code is in-
tended to be the backbone
of the legal system. As
such, it defines crimes and
prescribes punishments.
But most importantly, it
signals who is equal before
the law. Against that mea-
sure, the proposed frame-
work fails at the founda-
tional level.

A mostdisturbing fea-
ture of the code is the ap-
parent exemption given to
religious scholars and the

Regression, not justice

ruling elites from prosecu-
tion, or their insulation from
ordinary judicial processes.
Not only is this kind of se-
lectivity incompatible with
the principles of modern
constitutionalism, it also
contradicts the very Islamic
legal tradition that the Af-
ghan Taliban claim to up-
hold. Classical Islamic ju-
risprudence is rooted in the
principle that no individual,
regardless of his or her sta-
tus or piety, is above the
law. The insistence of the
Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) on equality before
justice is a well-established
axiom across Islamic legal
schook.

By putting clerical au-
thorities beyond legal scru-
tiny, the Taliban are not re-
viving religious law but are
transforming it into an in-
strument ofclerical absolut-
ism. Historically, legal sys-
tems that fuse unchecked
religious authority with po-
litical power have tended
towards arbitrariness and
abuse. The law is no longer
a mechanism of justice; in-
stead, it turns into a means
of enforcing obedience.

What is just as trou-
bling is the reported recog-
nition of social categories
that resemble “slaves’ or, in
other words, permanently

subordinate classes that are
subject to differential pun-
ishment. This kind of strati-
fication goes against the
fundamental principles of
justice across legal tradi-
tions. While historical Is-
lamic societies grappled
with the legacy of slavery,
Islamic  jurisprudence
evolved mechanisms which
were aimed at restriction
and gradual elimination —
and not the creation of new,
legally entrenched
underclasses.

From a sociological
perspective, penal systems
that codify inequality gen-
erate deep and lasting insta-
bility. They erode socialco-
hesion, delegitimise author-
ity, and foster resentment.
No society in the modern
world has achieved stabil-
ity by formally declaring
that some people are less
protected by the law than
others.

Perhaps the most
alarming element of the
Taliban’s penal framework
is the declaration that nine-
year-old girls are legally
women eligible for marmriage.
While child marriage has ex-
isted in Afghanistan’s past
(as it has in many traditional
societies) the decision to
codify it into a contempo-
rary legal system is not cul-

tural inevitability; it is po-
litical choice.

Scholarly discourse in
Islam does not equate bio-
logical age with moral or le-
gal adulthood. Classical ju-
rists emphasised rushd (in-
tellectual maturity), welfare
(maslaha) and consent as
essential components of
marriage. Contemporary
Muslim scholarship has
overwhelmingly recognised
that child marriage is harm-
ful and not aligned with re-
ligious ethics. The Taliban’s
interpretation represents a
selective reading of tradi-
tion, stripped of its moral
safeguards.

The economic context
matters. In many parts of
Afghanitan, the practice of
walwar (whereby families
receive money in exchange
for marrying off daughters)
has long commodified girls.
Afghan reformers, clerics
and civilsociety actors have
criticised this practice for
decades. Enshrining it in
law does not preserve cul-
ture; it perpetuates exploi-
tation and poverty while
entrenching gender-based
violence.

Beyond individual
provisions, the broader
structure of the penal code
reveals a troubling philoso-
phy of govemance. Women

and girls are reduced to le-
gal dependents without
agency, while male guard-
ians, clerics and enforcers
are granted expansive au-
thority. This is not merely
a gender issue; it is a sys-
temic one. Societies that
deny half their population
legal autonomy inevitably
suffer economic stagnation,
socialdecay and moral ero-
sion.

Comparative legal re-
search has demonstrated
consistently that legal sys-
tems which are exclusion-
ary correspond with greater
rates of violence, poverty
and institutional collapse.
Afghanistan has already
been devastated by decades
of war and isolation, and it
cannot absorb the long-term
consequences of such re-
gression.

Seen in this context,
the penal system appears
to be designed less to de-
liver justice than to disci-
pline society by employ-
ing fear and hierarchy. Dis-
cretionary power replaces
legal protections and judi-
cial independence submits
to clericaldecree. Account-
ability flows downward;
and not in the opposite di-
rection.

Ifwe compare the situ-
ation to that in other coun-

tries, it is clear that even
states that incorporate ele-
ments of Islamic criminal
law do so within a frame-
work that includes proce-
dural safeguards, eviden-
tiary standards and appel-
late mechanisms. The
Taliban’s approach is dif-
ferent to this, not because
it is ‘more Islamic’, but be-
cause it is less legal.

Just as stark are the
international implications.
A penal code that basically
institutionalises discrimina-
tion, child marriage and im-
munity for the elite will
only isolate Afghanistan
further, complicating hu-
manitarian engagement and
deepening sanctions-re-
lated pressures. The high-
est cost will not be borne
by the international com-
munity but by ordinary
Afghans who are trapped
in a system that offers them
neither justice nor recourse.

How Afghan society
responds is not certain.
Some mayendure in silence;
others may resist quietly or
choose pragmatism. History
suggests, however, that le-
gal systems that are built on
coercion instead of consent
rarely endure. Obedience
imposed through fear is
brittle, and legitimacy with-
out justice is temporary.

Khurram Husain

The State Bank left the
interest rate unchanged
this week, surprising
some observers, but it
had good reason to do
s0. Inthe narrative it built
to support its decision,
the State Bank effec-
tively argued that that
battle against inflation
has been won, but the
battle to rebuild the exter-
nal sector remains a work
in progress despite sig-
nificant strides.

These are the two
large battles in the war the
country waged against
economic volatility since
July 2023. T use that date
because that is when Pa-
kistan had veered peril-
ously close to the edge
of'a sovereign default and
was rescued by an ex-
traordinary bailout ar-
ranged by the IMF,
China, Saudi Arabia and
the UAE. Had that bail-
out not come, the coun-
try was going to shut
down, perhaps within
weeks. We move on too
fast and forget too much
in this country.

Two tasks were of
the utmost urgency start-
ing then. First was to

Rebuilding reserves

douse the flames of the
inflation that had en-
gulfed the country since
early 2021, rising to an
unprecedented inferno
by May 2023. Never had
we seen inflationreach 38
per cent year on year like
we did that month. And
never had we seen de-
valuations of the sort that
began to hit in 2021. By
the time that wave of de-
valuations peaked a few
years later, the dollar had
nearly tripled in value
against the rupee. Never
have we seen a devalua-
tion of this magnitude in
such a short period of
time.

Two  successive
IMF programmes have
been required to pull back
from the brink of this near
catastrophic volatility
that ran between 2022
and 2023. The first was
the Stand-by Arrange-
ment in July 2023, and the
second was the Extended
Fund Facility (EFF) in
September 2024. The lat-
ter programme is still run-
ning, and going by the
numbers it contains, Pa-
kistan is still far from be-
ing out of danger.

When the EFF began
Pakistan’s Net Interna-

tional Reserves (NIR)
were negative $11 billion.
If you took all the money
Pakistan owed in the
short term out of the re-
ported foreign exchange
reserves, you were left
$11bn in the hole. That’s
how dire the situation
was. This number had
gone negative in 2017 for
the first time after a few
decades, and had barely
managed to reach the
zero line a few years later,
when it plunged once
again when the external
sector drains of the PTI’s
much-vaunted growth
rates began.

The Fund
programme set a strin-
gent timeline for raising
this figure, slowly but
surely, back up to the zero
line. At the time of sign-
ing, the Fund targeted
that Pakistan’s NIR
should break into posi-
tive territory by 2028, four
years into the future.
Based on that timeline,
Pakistan is slightly ahead
of the curve. By now the
NIR were supposed to be
aiming for a target of
negative $7.5bn. The
data shows that they were
at negative $6.6bn by
September of 2025 and

could realistically touch
negative $4.8bn by June
of this year, if things keep
moving as they are.

This is good news
certainly. But notice the
figure is still negative,
meaning all the dollars
and gold and other re-
serve assets that the
country has are still over-
shadowed by the claims
that non-residents have
on the country. To put it
simply, we owe more than
what we have when it
comes to foreign ex-
change, and while that is
the case, the country
cannot be said to be
ready to grow.

A war began in July
2023. A war against cata-
strophic economic vola-
tility. That volatility was
showing up in two areas:
inflation and foreign ex-
change depletion. Each
front required a full-
fledged battle to put the
fire out. Against inflation
they won the batfle many
months ago. But against
the depletion of foreign
exchange reserves, the
battle is still on.

This is probably one
of the reasons why the
State Bank is so aggres-
sive in ‘buying’ dollars

from the banks. I put the
word buying in quotation
marks because banks
don’t always get to de-
cide the price at which
they will sell these dol-
lars, and in some cases
they don’t even get to de-
cide whether they will sell
or not. What is puzzling,
however, is the sheer zeal
with which this goal is be-
ing pursued, to the point
where they are over-per-
forming on the targets set
by the IMF. In September
and October of 2025, for
example, they bought up
more thana billion dollars
each month. This is un-
usual.

The long hard slog
to bring the foreign ex-
change reserves back
into positive territory is
going to continue for at
least another year to 18
months — despite the
over-performance so far.
To do this, it is necessary
not only to accumulate
reserves, but also to re-
tire the liabilities that were
built up during the period
of the great volatility of
2022 and 2023. The im-
provement is happening
butit is far fromover. And
the last thing the
economy can afford at

this time is a resurgence
of the trade deficit to act
as a drain onthe reserves.

This is what the
State Bank pointed to in
its monetary policy an-
nouncement. It pointed
out that “economic activ-
ity continues to gain mo-
mentum faster than an-
ticipated” and that “the
trade deficit has widened
in the wake of a substan-
tial increase in imports”.
These trends are ex-
pected to gather more
momentum, it says, up-
grading its growth fore-
cast slightly to the 3.75-
4.75 range, with the pos-
sibility that “[t]his eco-
nomic momentum is likely
to strengthen further in
FY27".

The economy has
started showing signs of
an incipient revival with
the result that the current
account immediately
registered a deficit of
$1.2bn in from July to
December. This is man-
ageable. But the wheels
can come off very fast if
this trend picks up. So the
State Bank has done the
right thing to not juice the
trajectory further. The
battle to rebuild reserves
is still on.

Towering hubris

F.S. Aijazuddin

The First World has
Davos, the Middle World
has United Nations con-
ferences, and the Third
World has litfests. Davos,
UN moots and litfests
serve as a speaker’s cor-
ner where academics, in-
tellectuals, politicians
(serving and retired),
movers and shakers col-
lect to ventilate their opin-
ions. Much carbon diox-
ide is emitted, much
‘sound and fury’ released,
but all too often they sig-
nify nothing.

This year, the World
Economic Forum at
Davos was hijacked by
President Donald
Trump. Around 80 years
ago, in February 1945, a
triumvirate consisting of
US president Franklin D.
Roosevelt, British prime
minister Winston
Churchilland USSR gen-
eral secretary Joseph
Stalin met to delineate the
contours of post-war Eu-
rope. Together, they mid-
wifed the UN. Trump, by
announcing his Board of
Peace (BoP)at Davos, ef-
fectively trashed Yalta
and in a side-swipe also
emasculated the UN.

The UN has only it-
self to blame. Last No-
vember, it passed UNSC
Resolution 2803, which
granted the BoP a two-
year mandate. Trump
converted that into an
open-ended licence to re-
order the world according
to his own design. His
BoP is a flimsy, fragile
facsimile of the UN. It
has him as its omnipotent
‘Security Council’ and
the fount of all its in-
tended authority.

About 60 UN mem-
ber countries have been
invited to join. At least 25
countries (including a
cash-strapped Pakistan)
have accepted. At least
nine have refused.
Canada’s invitation has
been rescinded after Prime
Minister Mark Carney’s
explosive speech at
Davos. The rest have yet

to respond.

Trump’s BoP is a
‘pay to play’ sport. Some
nations want to play
without paying its $1 bil-
lion entrance fee. They
are wary, as the comedian
Groucho Marx once
quipped, of joining any
club that was prepared to
accept him as a member.

Trump’s design for
the BoP’s logo is a shame-
less imitation of the UN
logo, but with a gilt West-
ern hemisphere (not the
world) as its epicentre.
Its message is clear.
Trump is the self-made
King Midas whose touch
will make everything glis-
ten, even if it does not
convert into gold. Inter-
estingly, on that truncated
map, Trump’s globe has
no place for Gaza, Rus-
sia, China, Africa, the
Commonwealth or the
EU.

Why has Pakistan
joined the BoP? How will
it pay the $1bn entrance
fee when it owes more
than it owns? Pakistan’s
lenders in the first resort
— the UAE and Saudi
Arabia — have become
founding members of the
BoP. Will Pakistan have
to borrow from an Arab
Peter to pay a BoP Paul?
The alacrity with which
our prime minister at
Davos signed up suggests
that Pakistan may think
of contributing not in cash
but in kind — green be-
rets in the place of UN’s
blue helmets.

Those with a feeling
for history wonder how
long will this era of
institutionalised hubris
last. Will Trump find his
comeuppance at the
hands ofrevivified Demo-
crats in the US midterms
next year? Will the EU,
after being dumped by the
US, revert to its
Eurocentric policy of
neighbourly interdepen-
dence? It has begun
scrambling for new
friends. The recently
signed ‘landmark’ trade
deal with India is one
knee-jerk reaction.

Will an emboldened
Israel now expand its fron-
tiers into adjacent Leba-
non and Syria? Will it be
tempted to act as
America’s satrap again
and join in another attack
on a weakening Iran? Will
Iran relapse into a mon-
archy which will then
sacrifice its nuclear ambi-
tions to appease a US-led
nuclear club? And will
that concessionbe enough
to lift the onerous burden
of sanctions?

Will the smug Arab
leadership which towers
over its poorer fellow re-
ligionists heed the warn-
ings contained in the Holy
Quran against pharaonic
pretensions? Surah
Ghafir (36-37) contains
this caution: “And Pha-
raoh said, “O Haman,
construct for me a tower
that I might reach the
ways — The ways into
the heavens — so that I
may look at the deity of
Moses.”” The Saudi
Jeddah Tower under con-
struction will soar to
about 1,000 metres,
higher than the UAE’s
Burj Khalifa’s 828m.
They are all too vulner-
able.

These were some of
the questions that were
discussed at the ninth
ThinkFest held at Lahore
on Jan 23-25. In a rush
before Ramazan — the
holy month of abstinence
— Lahore will gorge on
another two feasts: the
14" Lahore LitFest (Feb
6-8), and after that the
10" Faiz Festival (Feb
13-15). The range of in-
formed scholarship that
is drawn to them as
speakers and discussants
is evidence of their sig-
nificance in cities like
Lahore. Theincreasing at-
tendance is a measure of
their popularity as a so-
cial safety valve. These
LitFests may never ma-
ture into another Davos.
Unless President Trump
were to receive an invita-
tion from the twin cities
of Islamabad and
Rawalpindi.

Masterstroke

Syed Saadat

Unlike some in the coun-
try, parliamentarians do
not have the kind of
power that lets individu-
als get off scot-free even
after amassing enormous
ill-gotten wealth that as-
sures a comfortable re-
tired life abroad. But like
most Pakistanis they also
have such dreams and to
make them a reality, the
parliamentarians recently
played a masterstroke.

Since politicians
these days are hand in
glove with the pragmatic
ruling elite, they decided
to have their piece of the
pie as well when the Na-
tional Assembly passed
an amendment to Elec-
tions Act, 2017, which
grants parliamentarians a
legal path to withhold
their asset details from
the public. As per the
newly introduced confi-
dentiality clause, lawmak-
ers may request that their
own or their family’s as-
sets be kept secret from
being released to the pub-
lic. The exemption is to
be granted if public dis-
closure is deemed a ‘cred-
ible threat’ to the safety
of life of the member or
their family. The approv-
ing authority for such ex-
emption would be the
Speaker of the National
Assembly or the Senate
chairman, depending on
the membership of the
lawmaker seeking exemp-
tion. Once approved, the
Election Commission of
Pakistan is legally bound
to keep the information
confidential — game, set
and match for all those
with ill-gotten wealth.
The audacity with which
those in power come up
with regulations to ben-
efit themselves is truly
mind-bo ggling.

Our parliamentar-
ians are hardly public ser-
vants. They believe that
they are above the law, or
more precisely, are them-
selves the law. The best
way to avoid audit and

scrutiny in Pakistan is to
create the illusion of a se-
curity threat around the
thing one wants to keep
under wraps. If any indi-
vidual or organisation
with enough power deems
it appropriate to block a
road, or occupy a piece
of land, they declare the
action as necessary to
mitigate the ‘imminent
security threat’; the rest,
as they say, is history.
The amendment to the
Election Act via the con-
fidentiality clause is one
such encroachment.

The idea is simple:
as long as a piece of in-
formation stays with a
few individuals it is easy
to manipulate them
(through bribes or pres-
sure) to look the other
way, but when something
gets into the public do-
main it becomes difficult
to manipulate the out-
come. There are always
some conscientious
voices, some crazy heads
who despite the threat of
hardship keep asking
questions. The likes of
lawyers such as Imaan
Mazari-Hazir and her
husband are a perfect ex-
ample of'such individuals.

Our lawmakers feel
threatened by the very
public that is their con-
stituency. Another fad
these days among these
highly privileged indi-
viduals is to sermonise on
the ills of elite capture
while addressing confer-
ences and in their social
media posts.

Civil servants lie at
the next tier of this food
chain where public ser-
vants amass wealth
through embezzlement.
To discourage corruption,
the Civil Servants
(Amendment) Act, 2025,
was passed in mid-2025;
this law requires officers
in Grade 17 to 22 to digi-
tally file and publicly dis-
close domestic and for-
eign assets. The govern-
ment has committed to
the IMF that these asset
declarations by bureau-
crats will be available

online by the end of 2026.
Unlike the previous sys-
tem, these declarations
will undergo risk-based
verification and anti-
money laundering checks
by banks. All of this
looks fantastic on paper,
but in a democracy, the
parliamentarians are the
ones responsible for mak-
ing sure the laws are fol-
lowed in letter and spirit.
Parliament is to act as the
watchdog but when par-
liamentarians seek ex-
emptions from making
their assets public on
flimsy grounds, then it is
just a matter of time be-
fore civil servants or any-
one who is somebody in
this country will seek
similar exemptions. Also,
passing such self-serving
laws leaves parliament
with hardly any moral au-
thority to demand scru-
tiny from civil servants.

Perhaps interna-
tional lenders see that ev-
ery condition they come
up with to introduce
transparency is twisted
in a manner that it no
longer stays relevant.
Transparency-related
laws in Pakistan are
meant only for what the
proverbial Urdu phrase
‘File ka pait bherna”
(stuffing the file) de-
scribes. Truth be told, the
IMF with all its eco-
nomic experts and finan-
cial wizards — masters of
turnaround who claim to
know everything
seems to know nothing or
they themselves are bu-
reaucrats who are more
interested in the continu-
ity of their jobs than genu-
ine reform. Lastly, the
kind of laws that are passed
these days and the way the
public still refuses to take
to the streets reminds me
of the following couplet
by Afzal Khan: “Tu bhi
saada hai kabhi chaal
badalta hi nah¥/ Hum bhi
saada hain isi chaal mei aa
jatay hain” (“You keep it
simple, making the same
move again/ We are naive
to fall for it over and over
again.”)
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KP govt takes historic steps
to preserve cultural heritage

PESHAWAR (APP): Chief
Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Muhammad
Sohail Khan Afridi has
taken historic and forward-
looking steps during the
first 100 days of his gov-
emment to protect, restore,
and promote the province’s
rich cultural heritage.

To preserve the shared
cultural legacy of the sub-
continent, the provincial
government has approved
Rs. 200 million for the res-
toration of the ancestral
homes of legendary artists
Dilip Kumar and Raj
Kapoor.

In a major capacity-
building initiative, 40 pro-
fessionals have received
specialized training in heri-
tage conservation through
collaboration with Indiana
University, strengthening
institutional expertise in
archaeology and cultural
preservation.

The government has
also invested Rs. 220 mil-
lion in illumination and night
tourism at the UNESCO-

recognized Buddhist heri-
tage site of Takht-i-Bahi,
aimed at enhancing visitor
experience and promoting
religious tourism. Addition-
ally, Rs. 200 million has
been allocated for the de-
velopment of the Derajat
Museum in Dera Ismail
Khan, while the long-stand-
ingarchaeological coopera-
tion mission between
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Italy, spanning over seven
decades, contmnues.
Further strengthening
conservation efforts, 50
heritage professionals have
been trained through the
British Heritage Founda-
tion to enhance local exper-
tise in heritage management.
The province has re-
cently witnessed the arrival
of more than 15,000 inter-
national tourists, reflecting
growing global confidence
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
peace, culture, and natural
beauty. To promote the
province globally, a com-
prehensive international
outreach campaignhas beel

LAHORE: Chinese Consul General Zhao Shiren m

emor Sardar Saleem Haider Khan.

etgith Punjab Gov-

launched through podcasts,
documentaries, and digital
media platforms. Under the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Inte-
grated Tourism Enhance-
ment (KITE) Project, over
200 informational sign-
boards have been installed
across the province to guide
tourists to historical and
cultural sites. The KITE
Project has also been show-
cased at the World Bank
headquarters in the United
States as a best-practice
tourism initiative.
Moreover, Rs. 20 mil-
lion has been utilized for the
restoration of the central
temple at Kafir Kot, while
Rs. 50 million has been al-
located for the rehabilita-
tion of Peshawar’s historic
Mohafiz Khana. These ini-
tiatives underline the pro-
vincial government’s
strong commitment to
safeguarding Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s cultural
heritage and positioning
the province as a promi-
nent global destination for
heritage and tourism.

<)

Punjab govt ensuring
provision of basic civic
facilities to people: Salman

LAHORE (INP): Punjab
Health Minister Khawaja
Salman Rafique has said
that the provincial govern-
ment is ensuring the provi-
sion of basic civic facilities
to thepeople in accordance
with the vision of Chief
Minister Punjab Maryam
Nawaz Sharif.

He expressed these
views while chairing a meet-
ing on Thursday to review
the progress of ongoing de-
velopment projects in con-
stituency PP-153. During
the meeting, the provincial
minister reviewed various
development schemes un-
derway in PP-153. The
projects include the
Harbanspora to Phatak
Sadar Cantt trunk sewerage
project at a cost of Rs 4.5
billion and development
works in UC-148 costing
Rs 1.1 billion. Other initia-
tives include installation of
tube wells, street repairs,
sewerage improvements
and provision of clean
drinking water in Amna
Park.

Concerned officers
briefed the meeting and in-

il
W
Members of Tehreek-e-Insaf (P TI) Khyber district

protest evacuationof families from Tirahin Khyber
District at Peshawar Press Club.

formed that work on mul
tiple development schemes
in PP-153 is progressing
rapidly. Upon completion,
these projects will signifi-
cantly improve civic facili-
ties and quality of life for
residents of the area.

Khawaja ~ Salman
Rafique emphasized that
resolving public issues is
the top priority of the gov-
emment and that transpar-
ent monitoring of develop-
ment projects is being en-
sured.

He said that, in line
with the vision of the Chief
Minister, the journey of
development and public
prosperity will continue
uninterrupted.

The minister added
that the PML-N govern-
ment has always served the
people after coming to
power. He said that under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Mian
Muhammad  Shahbaz
Sharif and Chief Minister
Punjab Maryam Nawaz
Sharif, Pakistan is moving
forward on the path of
progress, Alhamdulillah.

Insaf doctors’ delegation
calls on KP health minister

PESHAWAR (APP): A del-
egation of Executive Coun-
cil of Insaf Doctors Forum
(IDF), Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa led by its
President Dr Nabi Jan
Afridi called on Provincial
Health Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Khaliq ur
Rehman to discuss key
challenges facingthe provin-
cial health sector and issues
related to the healthcare
workforce.

The meeting was at-
tended by Central President
of Insaf Doctors Forum
Assistant Professor Dr
Mudir Khan Wazir, mem-
bers of the central and pro-
vincial leadership, para-
medics, physiotherapists
and representatives of the
students’ wing.

During the meeting,
the delegation demanded
the immediate approval of
a summary pending with
the finance department for
the past five months re-
garding an increase in sti-
pends for House Officers
and Trainee Medical Of-
ficers.

The delegation also
proposed the creation of
500 new HO and 500 TMO
positions to accommodate
the growing number of
medical graduates and to
further improve service de-
livery in hospitals.

The meeting also dis-
cussed a proposal to in-
clude at least a 50 percent
increase in salaries for
healthcare providers in the
upcoming provincial bud-
get to ensure workforce
retention, boost morale
and enable the provision of
quality healthcare services
to the public.

The delegation further
demanded the early final-
ization and formal notifica-
tion of the Shaheeds’ Pack-
age for Shaheed Dr Wardah
Mushtaq.

Additionally, a pro-
posal was presented for a
one-time special relaxation
through the KP Public Ser-
vice Commission (KPPSC)
to fill management cadre
positions in order to ad-
dress administrativegaps in
health institutions.

Five students
crushed to
death by trailer
in Kot Addu

KOT ADDU (INP): Five
school-going students in-
cluding a girl died when a
rashly-driven trailer
crushed two motorcycles in
District Kot Addu on
Thursday morning.

The horrific accident
took placeat Chowk Sarwar
Shaheed on Layyah Road
during early morning rush
hour when the two motor-
cycles were brutally over-
run by the trailer. All the
five students died on the
spot.

The deceased included
two brothers seven-year-
old Abdur Rahman and
five-year-old Abdullah.
Another brother and sister
duo were 17-year-old
Abdul Basit and Dua
Fatima. Thefifth victim was
16-year-old Muhammad
Adil.

Police personnel
rushed to the accident site
and shifted the dead bodies
to the tehsil headquarters
hospital.

All the children were
residents of Chak Number
560 of Chowk Sarwar
Shaheed Tehsil.

3 thieves die
trying to steal
PTCL cables

MANDI BAHAUDDIN
(INP): Dead bodies of three
thieves were recovered
from a PTCL manhole in
Mandi Bahauddin who
went in to steal the cables
laid underground.

According to police,
six suspects had allegedly
entered the underground
hole to steal PTCL cables.
Three of them died of suf-
focation dueto the manhole
lid closing while three sus-
pects were taken into cus-
tody. The police reached
the spot and started inves-
tigation.

Govt notifies
district women
committees

in 26 districts

PESHAWAR (APP): Un-
der theeffective and vision-
ary leadership of Chairper-
son Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Commission on the Status
of Women (KPCSW) Dr
Sumera Shams, notifica-
tions have been issued for
the establishment of Dis-
trict Committees on the
Status of Women in 26 dis-
tricts of the province, mark-
ing a historic step towards
women’s leadership and
representation.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, DrSumera Shams said
that these initiatives are
being implemented in line
with the vision of PTI
Chairman Imran Khan,
aimed at empowering
women, ensuring the pro-
tection of their rights, and
enabling them to play an
active role in the national
development process.

KARACHTI: Sindh Chief Mi

ster yed MuradAli Shah meets with Bill and
Melinda Gates F oundation Global President Dr. Christopher Elias in Karachi.

Laptop Scheme reflects PM’s
vision of meritocracy: Hanif

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Federal Minister for Rail-
ways Muhammad Hanif
Abbasi has described the
Prime Minister’s Laptop
Scheme as a clear symbol
of merit and performance,
and emphasized that it re-
wards deserving and quali-
fied students for their hard
work.

Addressing a cer-
emony for the distribution
of laptops under the
scheme in Pir Mehr Ali
Shah Arid Agriculture Uni-
versity Rawalpindi
(PMAS-AAUR) on Thurs-
day, the minister said that
the current leadership takes
pride in tangible achieve-
ments and performance
over mere slogans.

He highlighted that the
laptop scheme was origi-

nally initiated when
Shehbaz Sharif served as
Chief Minister of Punjab
and has now been
reinitiated at the federal
level under Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif.

“Its core objective is
to equip the youth with
modern tools and align
them with contemporary
demands”, he added.

Abbasi stressed that
merit prevails in all aspects
of the scheme, ensuring
laptops go to qualified and
high-achieving students
who are honored for their
efforts.

Highlighting the
achievements in Pakistan
Railways, the minister said
that Pakistan Railways re-
corded Rs10.0billion inrev-
enue in December 2025,

was gained by Pakistan
Railways which he said re-
mained a historic milestone
driven by improved ser-
vices, passenger confidence
and better facilities. He in-
formed the audience that 70
railway stations have been
digitized, with Wi-Fi now
available at stations and on
premier trains.

“Additionally, around
7.0 million people are uti-
lizing POS, internet ser-
vices in trains and stations,
and all trains are expected
to be equipped with Wi-Fi
by June 30”, he said.

He went on to inform
that cleanliness and up-
grades have been priori-
tized, with Rawalpindi
Railway Station already
modernized as a “smart sta-
tion.”

Sindh got announces judicial
commission to investigate

the deadly Gul Plaza fire

KARACHI (INP): The Sindh government has announced
a judicial commission to investigate the deadly Gul Plaza
fire that claimed 79 lives, Sindh Senior Minister Sharjeel
Inam Memon said on Thursday.

The provincial administration will write a formal
letter to the Chief Justice of the Sindh High Court (SHC)
requesting a probe into the incident.

Speaking at a press conference, Sharjeel Memon
stated that the tragic fire at Gul Plaza resulted in signifi-
cant loss of human life. Following the incident, the Sindh
Cabinet formed a committee to examinethe circumstances
surrounding the fire. At the time of the blaze, between
2,000 and 2,500 people were reportedly inside the build-
ing. Notably, Gul Plaza had undergonesafety audits twice

before the incident.

Memon revealed that the Director of Civil Defence
and the Additional Control Officer of Civil Defence, South
District, have been immediately suspended. Departmen-
tal proceedings under relevant laws have been initiated
against them. Delays in water supply reportedly ham-
pered the efforts of firefighters.

Nayyar meets
KP Governor
to discuss Tirah

operation
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) Central Secretary
General and former Chair-
man Senate, Syed
Nayyar Hussain Bukhari,
on Thursday met Gover-
nor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa  Faisal
Karim Kundi at the Gov-
ernor House Islamabad.

During the meeting,
the two leaders discussed
the overall law and order
situation in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, prevailing
political conditions, and
particularly the issues
being faced by the
affectees of the Tirah op-
eration.
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LAHORE: Punjab Ministerfor Healtha

nd P opulation Khawaja Imran Nazeer

in a group photo with Hufaaz children during Dastar Bandi and prize distri-
bution ceremony held at Iqra Roza tulltfaal Shalimar Branch.

Modern one-window
service centre planned
for Gilgit: Abbas

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Minister for In-
formation Technology
Gilgit-Baltistan Ghulam
Abbas on Thursday said a
proposal to establish a
modem one-window pub-
lic service centre in Gilgit
was under consideration,
followinga review of a simi-
lar facility in Islamabad.

The minister made the
remarks after visiting the
Asaan Khidmat Centre in
the federal capital, which
brings multiple public ser-
vices under one roof
through integrated digital
systems. He said the fed-
eral government was keen
to replicate the model in
Gilgit-Baltistan to improve
access to public services.
He said the proposed Asaan
Khidmat Markaz in Gilgit
would operate as a one-
window facility, allowing
citizens to obtain services
from various provincial and
federal departments
through dedicated service
counters supported by se-
cure IT connectivity.

Relatives hold ptest for recovery of missing per-

He said the planned
system would include a
management information
system integrated with a
queue management system
to monitor service delivery.

The system would
generate real-time data on
service requests, processing
timelines, counter perfor-
mance and peak hours,
while digital dashboards
would support oversight
and planning.

The minister said, co-
ordination would be under-
taken with Gilgit-Baltistan
departments that already
provide online services to
enable their operations at
the proposed centre. Fed-
eral institutions, including
Nadra, the National Bank
of Pakistan and the Direc-
torate General of Immigra-
tion and Passports, would
also be approached to set
up service counters.

Ghulam Abbas said the
Gilgit-Baltistan Informa-
tion Technology Depart-
ment would be responsible
for system deployment.

2
N YL

sons’ bodies after Gul Plaza market fire in Karachi.

One dead,
another injured
in Darra Adam
Khel shooting

KOHAT (INP): One per-
son was killed while an-
other sustained serious in-
juries in a firing incident in
the Tor Chapar area of
Darra Adam Khelon Thurs-
day.

According to a
spokesperson for Rescue
1122 Kohat, emergency
teams rushed to the scene
soon after receiving reports
of gunfire. On arrival, res-
cue personnel found one
individual dead at the spot,
while another was critically
injured and shifted to a
nearby hospital for imme-
diate medical treatment.

10 rooftops of

schools allotted

for celebration
of Basant

Festival

LAHORE (INP): The au-
thorities have allotted 10
rooftops of schools in the
interior city of Lahore for
celebration of traditional
Basant Festival.

The Education Au-
thority Lahore has for-
warded the report about
selected 10 schools to the
School Education Depart-
ment.

The schools that have
named for Basant festivi-
ties included Government
High Schools of Bhati Gate,
Dehli Gate, Syed Mitha
Bazaar, Shah Alam Gate,
Government Victoria Girls
High School, Takia
Sadhwan, Kabuli Mill and
Choona Mandi.

Punjab Governor says:

CPEC is game-changer
project for development,
prosperity of Pakistan

Independent Report
LAHORE: Governor
Punjab Sardar Saleem
Haider Khan said that the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor is a game-changer
project for the development
and prosperity of Pakistan.
President of Pakistan Asif
Ali Zardari played a key
role nCPEC. He expressed
these views during a meet-
ing with Chinese Consul
General Zhao Shiren, who
paid him a farewell call at
Governor House Lahore.
The Governor Punjab ap-
preciated the services ofthe
outgoing Chinese Consul
General. The Chinese Con-
sul General also presented
the honorary shield of Pak-
China Friendship to the
Governor Punjab.

Punjab ~ Governor
Sardar Saleem Haider Khan
said that Pak-China friend-
ship is higher than the
Himalayas. He said that
Pakistan and China have

supported each other in
every difficult time. The
Punjab Governor said that
Pak-China friendship cor-
ner stone of Pakistan’s for-
eign policy in which the
PPP has played an impor-
tant role. He said that from
2008 to 2013, President
Asif Ali Zardari played an
important role in advancing
Pak-China relations and
made 14 official visits to
China. He thanked the Chi-
nese Consul General for the
role he played in establish-
ing a dispensary in aremote
area like Attock. The Punjab
Governor said that with the
cooperation of China and
the Red Crescent, a dispen-
sary for the poor is in the
final stages and will be in-
augurated soon.

On this occasion, out-
going ConsulGeneral Zhao
Shiren said that he was
grateful to the people of
Pakistan and Punjab for the
warmth and hospitality.
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KARACHI: Consul Genel;él of the People’s Re-

public of China in Karachi, Yang Yundong address-
ing the Chinese New Year Media Reception cer-
emony at the Consulate General of China.

Station Commander says:
No sealing without

time driven prior notice

RAWALPINDI (APP): The
Station Commander
Rawlapindi Cantonment,
Brigadier Ali Anjum has as-
sured traders and business-
men that no shops would
be sealed in the Canton-
ment area in the future
without the prior notice to
be served by the concerned
authority, clearly stating the
reasons for the action, and
sufficient time will be given
to ensure compliance.
While addressing an
awareness session on Digi-
tal Banking and Payments,
Raast and Digital QR, or-
ganized by the Rawalpindi
Chamber of Commerce and

Industry (RCCI), the Sta-
tion Commander empha-
sized that joint efforts are
required to create a busi-
ness-friendly environment.

“Every individual and
institution must play its
role, and financial literacy
must be promoted widely”,
he said. RCCI President
Usman Shaukat said that
providing a business-
friendly environment must
be given top priority to
achieve economic growth.
He added that the chamber
will continue to organize
such awareness sessions
on digital systems on a
regular basis.

PMYPand Al Wafa chiefs
met Saudi envoy to forge
job, skills alliance

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman of the Prime
Minister’s Youth
Programme Rana

Mashhood Ahmed Khan
and Al-Wafa Foundation
Pakistan Chairman
Chaudhry Kashif Nawaz
Rindhawa met Saudi Am-
bassador Nawaf bin Saeed
Al-Malki here on Thursday
to push for stronger bilat-
eral cooperation in trade,
youth education, skill train-
ing and employment op-
portunities, pledging joint
efforts to empower Paki-
stani youth through

Riyadh’s job market and
university linkages.

The discussions at the
Prime Minister’s Office
Youth Affairs Wing high-
lighted the youth as the
ummah’s “precious asset”,

with Rana Mashhood
stressing the urgent need
for character-buiding, qual-
ity education and skills to
secure dignified jobs.

He noted that robust
Pakistan-Saudi fraternalties
are key to unlocking new
prospects, while rising
trade activities promise
prosperity and expanded
employment for young Pa-
kistanis. Chief PMYP de-
clared the trade surge a
“guarantee of prosperity”
for both nations’ peoples,
spurring business and job
growth. Al-Wafa Foundation
chief Chaudhry Rindhawa
said his organisation is ad-
vancing youth-focused edu-
cation and traning mitiatives
in partmership with the gov-
emment to foster empower-
ment.

Anti-Encroachment drive servisedby town mu-

nicipal corporation removesillegal structures on
Nazimabad Nawab Siddique Ali Khan Road in

Karachi.

12-point safety code
for Basant issued

LAHORE (INP): On the
directions of the Punjab
Chief Minister, compre-
hensive safety arrange-
ments have been finalised
for the Basant kite-flying
festival, with the Deputy
Commissioner Lahore issu-
ing a strict 12-point code
of conduct for the event
scheduled from February 6
to 8.

The district adminis-
tration has directed the po-
lice and all relevant depart-
ments to ensure strict
implementation of the
safety guidelines across
Lahore.

The code of conduct
will apply to all locations
in the city, including build-
ings and rooftops.

District officers and
police officials have been
authorised to inspect roof-
tops and kite-flying ven-
ues, while strict legal ac-
tion will be taken against
violations of the Kite Fly-
ing Act and prescribed
safety rules.

According to the code
of conduct, a zero-tolerance
policy will be enforced
against the use of hazard-
ous kite strings and aerial
firing.
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Rwandan Trade Minister says:
Rwanda opens for

business, investment for

Pakistani entrepreneurs

Rwanda Coffee Festival 2026 to open new chapter
in Pakistan,Rwanda trade ties: Jam Kamal

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Rwanda has declared itself
fully open for business and
investment forthe Pakistani
business community, invit-
ing stronger engagement be-
tween entrepreneurs, busi-
ness chambers of com-
merce, and investors of
both countries.

Minister of Trade and
Industry of the Republic of
Rwanda, Prudence
Sebabhizi, stated this while
addressing the Rwanda
Coffee Festival 2026 in Pa-
kistan held at a local hotel
on Thursday.

The minister empha-
sized that Rwanda offers a
highly business-friendly en-
vironment and serves as a
strategic hub for regional
trade in Africa.

The Rwandan Trade
Minister highlighted that
Rwanda’s central location
provides access to a vast
African market ofnearly 1.5
billion consumers.

He noted that goods

produced in Rwanda canbe
exported across African
markets without hindrance,
making the country an ideal
gateway for Pakistani busi-
nesses seeking to enter Af-
rica.

Federal Minister for
Commerce, Jam Kamal
Khan, on Thursday said
that the “ Rwanda Cof-
fee Festival 2026 in Pa-
kistan” will give a new
dimension to cultural and
trade partnership be-
tween Pakistan and
Rwanda, reflecting a
growing commitment to
strengthening bilateral
economic ties.

Speaking in his key-
note address at the
Rwanda Coffee Festival,
the Minister emphaSJZed
Pakistan’s keen interest
in expanding trade rela-
tions with Rwanda, par-
ticularly through in-
creased imports of cof-
fee and tea.

He noted that such ini-

tiatives would help foster
closer business and eco-
nomic cooperation between
the two countries.

Calling for enhanced
cooperation, Sebahizi said
Rwanda is keen to import
high-quality Pakistani rice,
textiles, and pharmaceutical
products, sectors where
Pakistan holds strong com-
petitive advantages.

He added that in
Rwanda, Pakistani rice,
particularly ‘Basmati’ is
widely recognized for its
superior quality.

The Minister de-
scribed theRwanda Coffee
Festival as a symbol of re-
silience, hard work, and cul-
tural pride, reflecting the
strong potential for pro-
moting both business and
cultural ties between Paki-
stan and Rwanda.

“Each  cup of
Rwandan coffee tells a
story of resilience, hard
work, and dedication of our
farmers,” he remarked.

I LAMABAD Federal Mlmster for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan and
Rwanda’s Minister of Trade and Industry Prudence Sebahizi jointly cut the
ribbon to inaugurate the Rwanda Coffee Festivalin Islamabad, marking a new
chapterin Pakistan-Rwanda trade and economic cooperation.

SAPM Haroon, SriLankan
Ministers reaffirm commitment
toexplorenew opportunities

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan and Sri Lanka on
Thursday reaffirmed their
commitment to further
strengthening bilateral rela-
tions and exploring new
opportunities for coopera-
tion to benefit the peoples
of Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

The affirmation was
express duringa meeting be-
tween Special Assistant to
the Prime Minister
(SAPM) Haroon Akhtar
Khan and a high-level min-
isterial delegation from Sri
Lanka to discuss avenues
for strengthening bilateral
cooperation across key
economic sectors, said a
news release.

The Sri Lankan del-
egation comprised Minister
of Trade Wasantha
Samarasinghe, Minister of
Industry Sunil
Handunnetti, and Deputy
Minister of  Health

Muditha Hasanka, said a
news release.

During the meeting,
both sides exchanged views
onenhancingcooperation in
industry and trade, small
and medium enterprises
(SMEs), business and in-
vestment, as well as tech-
nology and innovation. The
discussions reflected a
shared commitment to ex-
panding mutually beneficial
economic engagement.

SAPM Haroon Akhtar
Khan stated that, in line
with the vision of the Prime
Minister of Pakistan, the
government is actively pro-
moting regional economic
cooperation to ensure sus-
tainable growth and shared
prosperity.

He emphasized that
Pakistan and Sri Lanka en-
joy historic and brotherly
relations rooted in mutual
respect and trust.

CentralAnJuman--Ta JranBalochstan Pre51dent
Abdul Rahim Kakarinaugurates Dada Brand Fash-
ion Centerin Quetta.

Pakistan’s salt exports to
China rise 20% in 2025

BELJING (APP):
Pakistan’s salt exports to
China rose by about 20%
in 2025, according to data
released by the General
Administration of Customs
of'thePeople’s Republic of
China, reflecting continued
growth in bilateral agricul-
tural and mineral trade.
Pakistan exported salt
worth $7.18 million to
China in 2025, up from
$5.98 million in 2024,
driven by increased demand
from multiple Chinese
provinces and improved
supply-chain linkages.
Customs data showed
that industrialand other salt
(HS 25010019) accounted
for the majority of ship-
ments under ordinary trade.
Hebei Province was the
largest destination, import-
ing about 37.8 million kilo-
grams valued at $3.81 mil-
lion. Zhejiang Province fol-
lowed with imports of more

than 452,000 kilograms
worth $645,050, while
Anhui Province imported
830,500 kilograms valued at
$557,023.

Other major destina-
tions included Fujian Prov-
ince (340,483 kilograms;
$537,693), Guangdong
Province (716,881 kilo-
grams; $453,210), and the
Inner Mongolia Autono-
mous Region, which im-
ported more than 2.66 mil-
lion kilograms.

Additional shipments
wererecorded to Shandong,
Liaoning, Jiangsu, Tianjin,
Shanghai, Hubei, Beijing,
and Hunan.

Pakistan also exported
edible salt (HS 25010011)
to China, with shipments
sent to Anhui Province,
Guangdong Province
through bonded trade chan-
nels, as well as Heilongjiang
and Hebei Provinces, ac-
cording to the data.

Gold prices
surge Rs.21,200
to all-time high

of Rs572,862

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Gold prices surgedto an all-
time high in the local mar-
ket on Thursday as the
price of 24-karat gold per
tola jumped by Rs21,200
to settle at Rs572,862.
The price of 10 grams
of 24-karat gold also
jumped by Rs18,175 to
Rs491,136, while the price
of 10 grams of 22-karat gold
rose by Rs16,661 to
Rs450,224, accordingto the
All Pakistan Sarafa Gems
and Jewellers Association.
Silver prices also wit-
nessed an upward trend,
with the price of 24-karat
silver per tola increasing by
Rs264 to Rsl12,175,
whereas the price of 10
grams of silver went up by
Rs227 to Rs10,438.

Pakistan’s total
liquid foreign
reserves rise to
$21.3 billion

KARACHI (APP): The
total liquid foreign reserves
of Pakistan increased to
USS$ 21,293.3 million as of
January 23, 2026 while the
reserves held by the State
Bank of Pakistan rose to $
16,101.1 million.

“During the week
ended on 23-Jan-2026,
SBP’s FX reserves in-
creased by US$ 13 million
to US$ 16,101.1 million,”
the central bank reported
on Thursday in its weekly
statement on the position
of liquid foreign reserves.

Meanwhile, the net
foreign reserves held by the
commercial banks also in-
creased by $ 21.7 million
to $ 5,192.2 million during
the week, as shown in the
break up of forex reserves
for theperiod underreview.

Total liquid foreign re-
serves held by the country
in the previous week ended
on January 16, 2026 were
21,258.2 million. Among
them the central bank held
foreign exchange reserves of
$ 16,087.7 million.

ISLAMABAD: FederalMinister for Maritime AffailsMuhammadunaidAnwar
Chaudhry talking to a delegation of AD P orts Group that called on him.

Global investors signal
strong conviction in Pakistan’s
investment story: Khurram

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Adviser to Finance Minis-
ter Khurram Schehzad on
Thursday said that the vir-
tual investor roadshow ar-
ranged by Standard Char-
tered Bank,in collaboration
with the Debt Management
Office of the Ministry of
Finance and Revenue,
marked a historic and un-
precedented levelof engage-
ment with Pakistan’s in-
vestment narrative.

With 225 investors
participating, this was
among the largest, most di-
verse, and most institution-
ally-weighted investor inter-
actions Pakistan has seen in
recent years, and the first
time such abroad set of real-
money glbal investors en-

gaged together in a single,
curated forum at this scale,
he posted on X. The
roadshow was led by Min-
ister of Finance and Rev-
enue, Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb, alongside his
team, who presented
Pakistan’s emerging invest-
ment story anchored in
macro-economic stability,
structural reforms, external
validation and a clearly im-
proving outlook, while pro-
viding clear forward guid-
ance on external market
funding plans through forth-
coming RFPs, he added.

He said that participa-
tion was dominated by for-
eign institutional investors,
glbal asset managers, pen-
sion funds, insurers, sover-

eign-linked entities,
corporates, HNWIs, and
multilateral institutions, re-
flecting not speculative inter-
est, but serious long-horizon
capital evaluating Pakistan’s
renewed macro and reform
trajectory. Foreign investors
joined from all major capital
regions including North
America, Europe, Middle
East and Asia-Pacific signal-
ing broad global interest, he
said adding that the partici-
pation by the World’s Larg-
est Asset Managers Impor-
tantly, the attendee list in-
cluded some ofthe largest and
most influential asset man-
agers in the world, collec-
tively representing over $
35+ trillion in assets under
management (AUMs).

Energy security vital for
economic stability: Malik

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Petroleum Ali
Pervaiz Malik on Thursday
said energy security was
fundamental to Pakistan’s
economic stability, indus-
trial growth and national
resilience, and assured that
the government would take
every possible step to pro-
tect the interests of inves-
tors in the oil and gas sec-
tor. Addressing an annual
technical conference here,
the minister said the gov-
emment had taken difficult
but necessary decisions to
ensure Macroeconomic sta-
bility amid challenging eco-
nomic conditions.

He emphasized the

need for clear, decisive, in-
vestor-friendly and for-
ward-looking policies in
view of rapid technological
shifts, risingenergy demand
and volatility in global mar-
kets. Healso called for long-
term, integrated planning to
address the challenges,
waming that sustainability
could notbe achieved with-
out structural reforms.

Ali Pervaiz Malik said
cooperation in the energy
and infrastructure sectors
was indispensable for long-
term economic develop-
ment, noting that several
Pak-China cooperation
projects were underway
across multiple sectors.

ISLAMABAD: Secretary (TaxEducatlon/F acilitation), MuhammadMutl -ur-
Rehman Mumtaz, addresses a session with women at the Women Chamber of

Rupee gains
01 paisa
against

US Dollar

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Rupee on Thursday
appreciated by 01 paisa
against the US Dollar in in-
terbank trading and closed
at Rs 279.80 compared to
the previous day’s closing
atRs 279.81. According to
the Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of the Dol-
lar in the open market were
recorded at Rs 280.70 and
Rs 282.35, respectively. The
price of the Euro decreased
by Rs0.37 to close at Rs
335.23 from the previous
day’s close ofRs 335.60, ac-
cording to the State Bank.).

Commerce and Industry at FPCCl aspart of FBR’s Tax Awareness Initiative.

Semiconductors now
core to modern digital
architecture: Shaza

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Infor-
mation Technology and
Telecommunication Shaza
Fatima Khawaja on Thurs-
day said that semiconduc-
tors were no longer a
standalone technological
vertical but the founda-
tional layer underpinning
modern digital architec-
tures, including artificial in-
telligence, 5G and emerging
6G technologies. Address-
ing an event at the Islamic
International University
Islamabad (IIUI), she said
rapid global technological
shifts had made indigenous
semiconductor capabilities
critical for economic resil-
ience and national security.

Keeping practical con-
straints mn view, Pakistan
had adopted a phased and
pragmatic approach under
the National Semiconduc-
tor Policy issued last year,
prioritizing chip design,
education and OSAT devel-
opment before moving to-
ward capital-intensive fab-
rication.

Shaza Fatima said the

policy aimed to provide
regulatory clarity, IP protec-
tionand a predictable frame-
work, with plans to estab-
lish a single-window facil-
ity under the Ministry of
IT. Shesaid the govemment
was procuring advanced
EDA tools, including Ca-
dence, forshared use across
nine university-based Semi-
conductor Education and
Research Clusters nation-
wide. She added that Paki-
stan would train around
7,200 young engineers in
semiconductor design and
verification, while working
with friendly countries, in-
cluding SaudiArabia, to cre-
ate international employ-
ment pathways.

Highlighting global
shortages ofchip designers
and the industry’s pro-
jected growth beyond one
trillion dollars by 2030, she
said Pakistan’s focus on
public-private partnerships
aligned with the Prime
Minister’s Digital Nation
Pakistan vision and broader
national security impera-
tives.

PSX plunges,
sheds over
6,042 points
to close at
182,338 points

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The benchmark KSE-100
Index of the Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX) on
Thursday witnessed bear-
ish trend and closed
sharply lower, shedding
6,042.27 points, a decline
of 3.21 percent, to close
at 182,338.12 points com-
pared to 188,380.39
points on the previous
trading day, according to
PSX data.

During the session, the
ready market recorded a
trading volume of 933.099
million shares with a traded
value of Rs 66.413 billion,
against 953.917 million
shares valuing Rs 48.878
billion in the previous ses-
sion.

Market capitalization
declined to Rs 20.618 tril-
lion from Rs 21.186 trillion
a day earlier.

Out 0487 active com-
panies in the ready market,
83 advanced, 364 declined,
while 40 remained un-
changed.

ISLAMABAD: Fedemlelsterfor Board of Investment, QalserAhmed Sheikh held a meeting witha
delegation of Silkway Impex P vt. Ltd. and a high-level Chinese Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) delegation.

Gilani calls for locally
manufactured Pakistani-
brand vehicle

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Acting President Syed
Yousuf Raza Gilani on
Thursday stressed the need
to introduce locally manu-
factured made-in-Pakistan
vehicle under a Pakistani
brand, as well as economi-
cal electric bikes aimed at
promoting affordable mo-
bility and strengthening do-
mestic manufacturing.

He was talking to
Chief Executive Officer of
the Engineering Develop-
ment Board (EDB), Hamad
Ali Mansoor who called on
him at the Aiwan-e-Sadr.

Hamad Ali Mansoor
briefed Mr. Gilani on the
role and mandate of the
Engineering Development
Board, anapex body under
the Ministry of Industries
and Production, established
in 1995 to strengthen
Pakistan’s engineering sec-
tor.

He outlined EDB’s
key initiatives to promote

exports, support research
and development, improve
technical skills and align the
sector with international
standards.

The CEO also ap-
prised the acting president
of'ongoing policy measures,
including long-term strate-
gic  planning, tariff
rationalisation, industrial
development frameworks,
automobile and electric ve-
hicle policies, as well as ef-
forts to foster innovation,
technology adoption and
human resource develop-
ment in the engineering in-
dustry.

Mr. Gilaniappreciated
the proactiverole of the En-
gineering Development
Board in advancing
Pakistan’s engineering sec-
tor.

He emphasised the im-
portance of transitioning to
electric vehicles in view of
environmental concems and
the need to support sus-
tainable economic growth.

industrial growth, enhance

—— s i .
ISLAMABAD: Acting President Syed Yousuf Raza
Gilani talking to Chief Executive Officer of the

Engineering Development Board, Hamad Ali
Mansoor, Ministry of Industries at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

Pak-China mineral
cooperation to transform
Pakistan’s mineral sector

ISLAMABAD
(INP): Pakistan has invited
China to invest in copper,
gold, rare earth elements,
according to a report pub-
lished by Gwadar Pro,
quoting Federal Minister
for Planning Ahsan Igbal.

Chinese Ambassador
Jiang Zaidong said Pakistan
is “rich in mineral re-
sources” and stressed the
importance of enterprise-
led cooperation for sustain-
able development.

Referring to the new
phase of CPEC 2.0, he en-
couraged Chinese compa-
nies to take a leading role in
bilateral projects while
helping strengthen local
technical capacity.

Citing the Saindak
project as an example, he
noted that more than 5,200
Pakistani professionals
have been trained, gaining
valuable technical and
managerial skills, reflecting
China’s commitment to hu-
man resource development
alongside mineral coopera-
tion.

With the slogan “Our
Shared Prosperity Empow-
ered by Minerals,” the Pak-
China Mineral Cooperation
Forum was officially

launched here at Jinnah

Convention Center, in the
presence of senior govern-
ment officials and leading
companies fromboth coun-
tries, marking a new chap-
ter in bilateral collaboration
in Pakistan’s mineral sector.

“It is a great honour
and privileged for me to
launch Pak-China mineral
cooperation forum,” said
the Ministe who was chief
guest of the occasion.

“Pakistan  invites
China to invest in copper,
gold, rare earth elements
and other critical minerals
so that our mineral wealth
can be transformed into in-
dustrial strength, export
competitiveness and shared
prosperity,” Igbal said.

“The mineral sector
holds a central place in
Uraan Pakistan for achiev-
ing our export targets.
Pakistan’s mineral re-
sources are valued at nearly
six to seven trillion dollars,
yet our current mineral ex-
ports stand at only about
two billion dollars annu-
ally,” he said.

Ahsan Igbal said that
it was time to take Pak-
China mineral cooperation
beyond extraction towards
value addition, processing,
smelting and refining.

LARKAN A Students dlsplay handmade traditional

outfits during the Regional Level STEAM Compe-
tition organized by the Directorate of Primary
Schools Educationat Sachal Banquet.

CLDP US visits SECP,
discusses cooperation

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
delegation from the US De-
partment of Commerce’s
Commercial Law Develop-
ment Program (CLDP) vis-
ited the Securities and Ex-
change Commission of Pa-
kistan (SECP) on Thursday
and discussed cooperation
on strengthening early and
out-of-court corporate dis-
pute resolution mechansms
to improve the business
environment and boost in-
vestor confidence.

SECP officials briefed
the delegation on the
Commission’s mandate,
regulatory framework, and
supervisory role across
Pakistan’s financial sector,
according to press release
issued by SECP.

The CLDP delegation
was led by Zmarak Khan,
Deputy Chief Counsel, and
included Ms. Alexa Black,
International Program Spe-
cialist; Ms. Aleena Nasir,
Attorney Advisor (Interna-
tional); Ms. Emily Rife,
Expert and Senior Partner,
CLDP; and Dave Moora,

Senior Partner, Impact As-
sociates.

Both sides discussed
the establishment of a dedi-
cated Alternative Dispute
Resolution (ADR) Centre
in Pakistan, drawing on in-
ternational best practices.

These included the Fi-
nancial Industry Disputes
Resolution Centre
(FIDReC) model of
Singapore, an independent
and impartial institution
that resolves consumer fi-
nancial disputes through
structured mediation and
adjudication mechanisms.

Muzzafar Ahmed
Mirza, Commissioner
(Law), SECP, briefed the
delegation on SECP’s ongo-
ing and earlier initiatives to
promote alternative dispute
resolution.

He highlighted existing
mechanisms, including the
Small Dispute Resolution
Committee in the insurance
sector. Mirza also outlined
SECP’s vision for expand-
ing ADR frameworks to
ensure timely.
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EU top diplomat urges
‘more European’ NATO
as Trump upends ties

BRUSSELS (AFP/APP):
Europe must step up ef-
forts on defence and play a
bigger role in NATO as US
President Donald Trump
has “shaken the transatlan-
tic relationship to its foun-
dation”, EU top diplomat
Kaja Kallas said Wednes-
day. “Let me be clear: we
want strong transatlantic
ties. The US will remain
Europe’s partner and ally.
But Europe needs to adapt
to the new realities. Europe
is no longer Washington’s
primary centre of gravity,”
Kallas told a defence con-
ference in Brussels.

“This shift has been
ongoing for a while. It is
structural, not temporary.
It means that Europe must
step up—no great power in
history has outsourced its
survival and survived.”

Trump rocked Euro-
pean allies this month by
threatening to seize
Greenland from NATO and
EU member Denmark—be-
fore eventually backing off.

The crisis—the latest
to buffet ties since his re-
turn to power a year ago—
has reinforced calls for the
continent to cut its de-
cades-long reliance on
NATO’s dominant military
superpower for protection.

Kallas remained clear-
eyed that NATO remains
the bedrock of European
security.

She said EU efforts
should “remain comple-
mentary” to those of the
alliance, but insisted Eu-
rope needed to play a big-
ger role. “Especially now,
as the US is setting its sights
beyond Europe, NATO
needs to become more Eu-
ropean to maintain its
strength,” she said. “For
this, Europe must act.” Eu-
ropean countries have al-
ready ramped up defence
budgets since Russia in-
vaded Ukraine four years
ago, and agreed last year to
massively hike NATO’s
spending targetunder pres-
sure from Trump.

The EU last year also
launched a raft of initiatives
that it says could see its
members plough an addi-
tional 800 billion euros into
defence.

Washington mean-
while has said it wants Eu-
ropean allies to take over
more responsibility for the
conventional defence of the
continent as US focus
switches to other threats
like China.

“The risk of a full-
blown return to coercive
power politics, spheres of
influence and a world where
might makes right, is very
real,” Kallas said.

She insisted Europe
“must acknowledge that
this tectonic shift is here to
stay. And to act with ur-
gency.”

Kallas” comments
come after NATO chief
Mark Rutte told EU law-
makers to “keep on dream-
ing” if they thought Europe
could defend itself without
the United States.

Residents stand next to burned cars near an apanment building damaged

during Russian missile strikes in Zaporizhzhia.

Greenland’s elite
dogsled unit patrols
desolate, icy Arctic

COPENHAGEN (AFP/
APP): Donald Trump has
ridiculed Denmark’s de-
fence of Greenland as
amounting to  “two
dogsleds”, but the Sirius
Dogsled Patrol is no joke:
the elite navy unit works in
extreme conditions where
only the toughest survive.

Denmark has allocated
billions to beef up security
of'its vast Arctic island, but
when it comes to policing
the frozen wilderness of
northern and eastern
Greenland in winter, it re-
lies on six low-tech two-
man teams with a dozen
dogs each. Between Janu-
ary and June, when the sun
begins to reappear after fall-
ing below the horizon for
two months, the dogsled
patrols set off for four to
five months, in tempera-
tures that can drop to -40C
(-40F) and where they may

not encounter another soul.

They skialongside the
dogs, covering around 30
kilometres (19 miles) a day.

The dogs pull a 500-
kilo (1,100-pound) sled
packed with tents specially
designed for the harsh
weather, food supplies,
fuel and other provisions to
last them to the nearest of
the 50 or so supply depots
dotted around the region,
typically located 7-10
days’ journey apart.

The patrol monitors
an area measuring 160,000
square kilometres (60,000
square miles) — the size of
France and Spain.

“The reason we use a
dog sled, rather than a
snowmobile, is that the sled
and dogs are durable. We
can operate for a very, very
long time over enormous
distances in extremely iso-
lated environments.”

Heavy security near
Niger capital’s airport
after gunfire, blasts

NIAMEY (AFP/APP): Se-
curity forces were deployed
around the international air-
port in Niger’s capital on
Thursday after heavy gun-
fire and explosions erupted
overnight in what several
observers said bore the hall-
mark of a militant attack.
Niger, a Sahelian country
regularly hit by militant vio-
lence, has beenled for more
than two years by
Abdourahamane Tiani, the
head of a junta that over-
threw the elected civilian
president in 2023. The
shooting began shortly after
midnight, according to resi-
dents ofa neighbourhood near
the airport in Niamey. Calm
returned two hours later,
they told AFP.

Videos filmed by local
people showed streaks of
light in the sky with the
sound of loud explosions,
while other images showed
flames several metres high
and charred cars.

The capital’s Diori

Hamani International Air-
port houses anar force base
and is located about 10
kilometres (six miles) from
the presidential palace.

A heavy security de-
ployment was seen early
Thursday in the area of the
airport, where policeand sok
diers controlledaccess, espe-
cially to the military base, and
an amoured vehicle was sta-
tioned, anAFP journalist saw.
It was not immediately clear
what had caused the gunfire
and whether there were any
casualties.

Residents recounted
their nighttime “fear” in-
cluding from “roofs that
were shaking”, as people in
the capital went about their
normal business early on
Thursday. The country’s
largest international airport
is the headquarters of a joint
force created by Niger,
Burkina Faso and Mali to
combat militant groups
waging deadly violence in
the region.

Ecuador says
US ICE agent
tried to enter
its consulate in

Minneapolis
QUITO (AFP/APP): Ecua-
dor on Tuesday denounced
what it said was an at-
tempted incursion by US
immigration agents into the
South American country’s
consulate in the flashpoint
city of Minneapolis.

The government of
Daniel Noboa, one of
Washington’s closest allies
in Latin America, sent a let-
ter of protest to the US em-
bassy in Quito regarding
the incident, the foreign
ministry said in a state-
ment. According to the
note, aUS Immigration and
Customs Enforcement
agent tried to enter the con-
sulate but was kept out by
staffers to protect
Ecuadorans who were in-
side the diplomatic mis-
sion. Minneapolis, in the
northern state of Minne-
sota, has emerged as the
tense ground zero of the na-
tional clash.

Syria and
Turkey explore
strengthening

financial

cooperation

DAMASCUS (SANA/
APP): Finance Minister
Mohamed Yisr Barnieh met
with Turkey’s Ambassador
to Damascus, Nuh Yilmaz,
to discuss ways of enhanc-
ing economic and financial
cooperation between the
two countries.

The Ministry of Fi-
nance stated via its Telegram
channel on Wednesday that
the two sides discussed
prospects for cooperation
in the financial sector, en-
couraging Turkish financial
institutions to operate in
Syria, and strengthening
banking relations between
Syrianand Turkish banks to
support trade and invest-
ment between the two na-
tions. The meeting also ad-
dressed the possibility of
benefiting from Turkey’s
experience in the real estate
financing sector, reforming
the pension.

Storm Kristin had ‘caused 51gmﬁcant damage across several parts of the

country.’

Britain’s Prime Minister Keir Starmer shakes hands with National
People’s Congress Chairman Zhao Leji at the Great Hall of the People in
Beijing, China.

Starmer, Xi stress need for stronger
UK-China ties to face global headwinds

BEIJING (AFP/APP):
Britain’s Prime Minister
Keir Starmer and Chinese
leader Xi Jinping stressed
the need for closer relations
between their countries in
order to face geopolitical
headwinds, as the two met
in Beijing on Thursday.

Starmer’s visit to
China is the first by a Brit-
ish prime minister since
2018 and follows a slew of
Western leaders seeking a
rapprochement with
Beijing recently, pivoting
from anincreasingly unpre-
dictable United States.

The leaders met at the

opulent Great Hall of the
People, with Starmer tell-
ing Xi during their meeting
that China is a “vital player
on the global stage”.

“It’s vital to build a
more sophisticated relation-
ship where we identify op-
portunities to collaborate,
butalso allow a meaningful
dialogue on areas where we
disagree,” Starmer told Xi.

Xi also stressed the
need for stronger ties with
a “long-term view” in the
context of what he called a
“complex” international
situation.

“China and the UK

need to strengthen dialogue
and cooperation, whether it
is to maintain world peace
and stability or promote
the economies and liveli-
hoods of both countries,”
Xitold Starmer.

Xi also noted they
would need to overcome
difficulties in order to move
forward but that coopera-
tion would unlock a “new
chapter” in their relations.

“Good things often
come with difficulties...
Leaders will not shy away
from difficulties and will
forge ahead bravely,” he
said.

Fifteen dead, including
lawmaker, in Colombia
plane crash

BOGOTA (AFP/APP):
An airplane carrying
15 people, including
a lawmaker, crashed
near Colombia’s bor-
der with Venezuela on
Wednesday, killing
all passengers and
crew, Colombia’s civil
aviation authority
said.

The plane, which
was operated by state
airline Satena, took
off from the border
city of Cucuta and
lost contact with con-
trol towers shortly
before it was due to
land in nearby Ocana
around noon
(1700GMT).

“There are no sur-

vivors,” an official
from the aviation au-
thority told AFP.

There were 13
passengers and two
crew members
aboard.

The Cucuta area
is mountainous with
highly changeable
weather and swaths
are controlled by
Colombia’s largest
guerrilla group, the
National Liberation
Army, better known
by its Spanish acro-
nym ELN.

The government
deployed the Air
Force to search for
the plane and recover
the bodies.
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Ukraine says
has received
1,000 bodies

from Russia

KYIV (AFP/APP): Kyiv
said on Thursday that it had
received fromRussia 1,000
remains of people that
Moscow said were Ukrai-
nian soldiers killed fighting
the Kremlin’s army.

The exchange of pris-
oners of warand the remains
of killed soldiers is one of
the few remaming areas of
cooperation between Kyiv
and Moscow, which invaded
Ukraine in February 2022.
“Today, repatriation mea-
sures took place, under
which 1,000 bodies of the
deceased, whichthe Russian
side claims belongto Ukrai-
nian defenders, were re-
tumed to Ukaine,” Kywv’s
Coordination Headquarters
for the Treatment of Pris-
oners of War.

US President Donald wants to create conditions for ‘regime change’ after a
crackdown crushed a nationwide protest movement earlier this month. Above,
anti-US rhetoric on a billboard in Tehran.

US judge blocks Trump
admin from detaining
refugees in Minnesota

MINNEAPOLIS (AFP/
APP): A US federal judge
temporarily blocked the
Trump administration on
Wednesday from detaining
refugees in Minnesota await-
ing permanent resident sta-
tus and ordered the release
of those in detention. Presi-
dent Donald Trump has sent
thousands of federal immi-
gration agents to the Demo-
cratic state as part of a
sweeping crackdown that
has sparked outrage over the
deaths of two US citizens at
the hands of officers.
Immigration authori-
ties launched a program
this month to re-examine
the legal status of the ap-

proximately 5,600 refu-
gees in Minnesota who
have not yet been given
green cards. In his order
Wednesday, US District
Judge John Tunheim said
that the Trump administra-
tion could continue to en-
force immigration laws and
review refugees’ status, but
that it must do so “with-
out arresting and detaining
refugees.” “Refugees have
a legal right to be in the
United States, a right to
work, aright to live peace-
fully—and importantly, a
right not to be subjected
to the terror of being ar-
rested and detained with-
out warrants.

Ghana moves to rewrite
mining laws for bigger
share of gold revenues

ACCRA  (AFP/APP):
Ghana is preparing to over-
haul its mining laws to in-
crease its share of the rev-
enues generated by the
surge in the precious
metal’s price, sparking con-
cem among foreign mining
companies in Africa’s top
gold producer.

By revising its mining
code, which currently of-
fers foreign mining firms
favourable tax and royalty
terms, leaving the state with
a limited stake, Ghana is
following in the footsteps
of other Aftrican countries.

They are looking to
tighten control over natural

resources as global demand
for gold and critical miner-
als such as cobalt soars.

Among those that
have recently introduced
new mining laws are the
Democratic Republic of
Congo, Mali and Tanzania.

Gold prices have sky-
rocketed recently, jumping
more than 65 percent in
2025, climbing to fresh
records above $5,100 on
Monday. “What we have
since 2014 is a policy that
has not been reviewed,”
Isaac Andrews Tandoh, act-
ing chiefexecutive officer of
the Minerals Commission,
told AFP.

Russia’s
sanctioned oil
firm Lukoil to

sell foreign assets
to Carlyle

MOSCOW (AFP/APP):
Russia’s oil giant Lukoil,
sanctioned by Washington
over the Ukraine war, said
Thursday that it would sell
its foreign assets to the US
investment firm The
Carlyle Group.

At the end of October
2025, in order to put pres-
sure on Russia’s state fi-
nances, the United States
added Moscow’s two larg-
est oil producers, Lukoil
and Rosneft, to its black-
list of sanctioned entities.

Companies working
with the Russian giants risk
secondary sanctions that
would deny them access to
US banks, traders, trans-
porters, and insurers—the
backbone of the commodi-
ties market.

Lukoil “informs that it
signed an agreement with
US investment company
Carlyle on the sale of
LUKOIL International
GmbH,” Russia’s second-
biggest oil producer said,
without disclosing the
deal’s value.

The deal excluded as-
sets in Kazakhstan and still
requires US Treasury ap-
proval, Lukoil said, adding
that it was still negotiating
with other investors.

The US had initially
given the company one
month to sell the holdings
but then gradually extended
it as negotiations dragged
on.

Lukoil shares rose 3.5
percent on the news, ac-
cording to the Moscow
stock exchange.

UN says Gaza crisis
remains dire, children
hardest hit

UNITED NATIONS
(APP): Despite a modest
increase in humanitarian
assistance, the situation in
Gaza remains “dire”, with
children among the hardest
hit by shortages of shelter,
basic services and educa-
tion, according to the
United Nations.

Briefing reporters in
New York, UN Spokesper-
son Stephane Dujarric de-
scribed the situation as still
“dire” forhundreds of thou-
sands of families across the
Strip who remain in urgent
need.

UN health partners
have expanded basic ser-
vices inrecent days. As part
of a catch-up vaccination
campaign launched last
week, more than 6,000 chil-
dren under three have now
received shots to safeguard

against preventable dis-
eases.

On food security, the
UN and its partners are
providing daily bread ra-
tions to at least 43 per cent
of the population, either
free or at a heavily subsi-
dized price of less than $1
for a two-kilogramme
bundle. This assistance is
complemented by monthly
household distributions of
wheat flour, which reached
1.2 million people this
month.

Shelter and winter
support have also in-
creased. Over the past
week, humanitarian part-
ners delivered tents, tar-
paulins, sealing-off kits,
mattresses and blankets to
more than 7,500 families —
while 1,400 children re-
ceived winter clothing.

Russian strikes push
Ukraine towards
catastrophe, says EU

BRUSSELS (AFP/APP):
EU top diplomat Kaja
Kallas warned Thursday
that Ukraine was facing a
“humanitarian catastrophe”
as Russian strikes cut
power in frigid winter con-
ditions. Kallas said that de-
spite US-led talks in Abu
Dhabi to end the war, Rus-
sia was “bombing Ukraini-
ans, trying to bomb and
freeze them to surrender”.

“It's a very hard win-
ter and Ukrainians are really
suffering. Thereis a humani-
tarian catastrophe coming
there,” she said at the start
of an EU meeting in Brus-
sek. Russia has stepped up
its strikes against Ukraine’s
power and heating infra-
structure, plunging residents
into darkness and cold as
temperatures have dropped
as low as -20C.

The EU is looking to
step up support for
Ukraine’s power grid and is
preparing a new round of
sanctions on Moscow for
the fourthanniversary of its
invasion next month.

The European Com-

mission said it was
mobilising some 200 million
euros ($240 million) for
emergency humanitarian
aid and energy funding to
help the country.

Sweden’s foreign min-
ister Maria Stenergard
called for “a full services
maritime ban on all Russian
vessels that transport en-
ergy” to further curb
Moscow’s revenues.

Shealso urged aban on
fertiliser imports from Rus-
siaand a prohibition on ex-
porting luxury goods from
the EU to the country. “We
need to put more pressure
on Russia. That is the only
way to stop the killing,” she
said. The EU has already
imposed 19rounds of sanc-
tions on Russia since the
2022 invasion of Ukraine
and Kallas said Thursday
the EU would ako add Rus-
siato the bloc’s money-lun-
dering blacklist. In a sepa-
rate initiative, Estonia’s for-
eign minister called for EU
countries to imposea coor-
dinated Schengen visa ban
on Russians.

Thai foreign minister hopes
Myanmar polls ‘start of
transition’ to peace

CEBU (AFP/APP):
Thailand’s foreign minister
said on Thursday that he
hoped Myanmar’s recent
election would be the “start
of a transition” that could
lead to sustainable peace in
the civil war-torn country.

Myanmar’s pro-mili-
tary party declared victory
Monday in junta-run elec-
tions widely labelled a
“sham” by rights groups.

Critics say the poll
was stacked with army al-
lies to prolong its grip on
power after a 2021 coup
that saw massively popu-
lar democratic figurehead
Aung San SuuKyidetained
and her party dissolved.

Speaking on the side-
lines of an ASEAN retreat
in the central Philippines,
Thai Foreign Minister
Sihasak Phuangketkeow
said he hoped the polls
might pave the way to
peace.

“It’s nota perfect ekec-
tion, but we hope that it will
be the start of the transi-
tion,” he told reporters,
with the end goalofa “sus-
tainable solution”.

Phuangketkeow later
told AFP that Thailand had
proposed what it termed
“calibrated engagement”,
saying the country needed
to be proactivegivenits sta-
tus as Myanmar’s next-
doorneighbour.

“It’s not engagement
that is meant to accord im-
mediate legitimacy to the
new government that will
come to power after the
election,” he said in an in-
terview, conceding the re-
cent polls did not meet ex-
pectations “for many of
us”.

“But we hope that by
way of engagement and by
way of their positive re-
sponse ... we can bring
about positive changes.

China plans space based Al
data centres, challenging
Musk’s SpaceX ambitions

BAKU ( AZERTAC/APP):
China plans to launch space
based artificial intelligence
data centres over the next
five years, state media re-
ported on Thursday, achal-
lenge to Elon Musk’s plan
to deploy SpaceX data
centres to the heavens, ac-
cording to Reuters.

China’s main space
contractor, China Aero-
space Science and Technol-
ogy Corporation (CASC),
vowed to “construct giga-
watt-class space digital-in-
telligence infrastructure,”
according to a five-year de-
velopment plan that was
cited by state broadcaster
CCTV.

The new space data
centres will “integrate
cloud, edge and terminal
(device) capabilities” and
achieve the “deep integra-
tion of computing power,
storage capacity and
transmission bandwidth,”
enabling data from Earth
to be processed in space,
the report said.

U.S. firm SpaceX ex-
pects to use funds from its
planned $25 billion block-
buster IPO this year to de-
velop orbital Al data cen-
tres in response to terres-
trial energy constraints.

SpaceX plans to
launch solar powered Al
data center satellites

within the next two to
three years, Musk said at
the World Economic Fo-
rum in Davos, Switzer-
land, last week.

“It’s a no-brainer
building solar-power data
centers in space ... the
lowest-cost place to put
Al will be space and that
will be true within two
years, three at the latest,”
Musk said.

He said solar genera-
tion in orbit can produce
five times more power
than panels on the ground.

China also plans to
shift the energy-intensive
burden of Al processing
into orbit, utilising “giga-
watt-class” solar-powered
hubs to create an indus-
trial-scale “Space Cloud”
by 2030, according to a
December CASC policy
document.

The document iden-
tifies the integration of
space-based solar power
with Al computing as a
core pillar of the upcom-
ing 15" Five Year Plan,
China’s economic devel-
opment roadmap.

The CASC plan also
vowed to “achieve the
flight operation of subor-
bital space tourism and
gradually develop orbital
space tourism” in the next
five years, CCTV reported.
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Ahsan chairs mid-year

review meeting of
Annual Plan 2025-26

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Planning, De-
velopment and Special Ini-
tiatives Professor Ahsan
Igbal on Thursday chair the
mid-year review meeting of
the Annual Plan 2025-26,
setting a new tradition to
strengthen planning, moni-
toring, and implementation
mechanisms.
“Traditionally, this
process was conducted on
an annual basis; however,
to make it more effective
and results-oriented, it has
now been decided that the
Annual Development Plan
will be reviewed on a quar-
terly basis to ensure timely
achievement of national
objectives,” he said while
addressing the meeting.
The meeting was at-
tended by Secretaries of all
Ministries and Divisions,
senior officials, members
of the Planning Commis-

sion, and relevant stake-
holders including Provin-
cial government represen-
tatives.

The minister empha-
sized that governance was
not merely about perfor-
mance delivery, but about
building institutional capac-
ity to not only achieve de-
fined targets butalso to con-
tinuously improve future
goak.

He said the Annual
Development Plan served
as a guiding framework for
the entire economy and
provides a clear pathway
toward achieving the
country’s five-year devel-
opment objectives.

Highlighting the
government’s long-term vi-
sion, Ahsan Igbalstated that
under the “URAAN Paki-
stan” initiative, the national
target has been set to trans-
form Pakistan into a ‘one

trillion-dollar economy by
2035.

He added that regular
review meetings would be
held to monitor progress on
these goals and ensure ef-
fective implementation.

The minister further
noted that following the
18th Constitutional
Amendment, most social
and economic sectors fall
under provincial jurisdic-
tion; therefore, close coor-
dination between the fed-
eration and provinces is es-
sential for achieving na-
tional economic targets.

He identified agricul-
ture, services, Information
Technology and particu-
larly the social sector as
key drivers of economic
performance, stressing that
sustainable economic
growth is not possible
without improving produc-
tivity in these sectors.

: . -
ISLAMABAD: FederalMinister for Planning, Development and Special Ini-
tiatives, Ahsan Igbal, chairing the Mid-Year Review Meeting of the Annual
Plan2025-2026.

Dialogue opt always
available but PTI politicizing
threatens KP: Aqeel

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister of State
for Law and Justice Barris-
ter Ageel Malik Thursday
reiterated that the dialogue
option remains on the table
but warned that PTI’s nega-
tive political narrative risks
destabilizing governance in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
While speaking to a
local media channel, he
strongly criticized the
statements made by the
Chief Minister of Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa, stating that
such remarks were unnec-
essarily politicized and
lacked a constructive ap-
proach toward gover-
nance.

He emphasized that
turmng administrative mat-
ters into political contro-
versies undermines institu-
tional stability and warned
that such practices could
create serious challenges for
effective governance in the
province.

Pakistan, Egypt strengthen
bilateral ties with focus on
health sector cooperation

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Ambassador of the
Arab Republic of Egypt to
Pakistan called on the Fed-
eral Minister for Health,
Syed Mustafa Kamal, to
discuss matters of mutual
interest with a particular
focus on cooperation in the
health sector.

During the meeting,
both sides exchanged views
on strengthening bilateral
collaboration, including en-
hanced cooperation in the
pharmaceutical sector and
capacity building. The

progress made so far in
these areas was reviewed,
and avenues for further ex-
panding collaboration were
explored.

The Federal Minister
underscored that Pakistan
and Egypt share strong,
longstanding, and broth-
erly relations, rooted in
mutual respect and shared
values.

He noted that coop-
eration in the health sector
has emerged as a key pillar
of bilateral relations be-
tween the two countries.

President
departs for
Pakistan after

concluding

UAE visit
DUBAI (APP): President
Asif Ali Zardari on Thurs-
day departed for Pakistan
after completing a four-day
official visit to the United
Arab Emirates aimed at
strengthening bilateral ties
and economic cooperation.

At Dubai Airport, the
president was seen off by
UAE Ministerof State Abdul
Rahman bin Mohammed Al
Owais, Pakistan’s Ambassa-
dor to the UAE, the UAE’s
Ambassador to Pakstan, and
the Consul General of Paki
stan in Dubai, a Presidency’s
news rekease said.

During the visit, Presi-
dent Zardari held important
meetings with UAE Presi-
dent Shekh Mohamed bin
Zayed AlNahyan and Prime
Minister Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum. The discussions
focused on enhancing bilat-
eralreltions, expanding eco-
nomic partnership, and ex-
ploring avenues for deeper
cooperation. The two sides
also exchanged views on
progress in defence and se-
cunty cooperation, as well
as strengthening people-to-
people contacts, reflecting
the longstanding fraternal
ties between Pakistan and
the UAE.

QUETTA Provincial Health Minister Bakht Muhammad Kakar inspecting the
various departments during his visit to Mir Abdul Ghafoor Teaching Hospital.

Quetta’s chaotic growth under
scrutiny as Commissioner orders
swift finalization of master plan

Independent Report
QUETTA: Commissioner
Quetta Division, Shahzaib
Khan Kakar, has instructed
concerned authorities to
promptly complete the
Quetta Master Plan and
ensure its strict execution
to control haphazard urban
growth and improve the
delivery of basic civic ser-
vices to the city’s residents.

He issued these direc-
tives while chairing a meet-
ing of the Urban Planning
and Designing Committee,
which was attended by
Administrator Metropoli-
tan Corporation Quetta
Mujeeb-ur-Rehman
Qambrani, SSP Traffic
Quetta Mirza Bilal Hassan,
Deputy Project Director
QDP Abid Mehmood, Di-
rector QDA Asif Ali, DSP
Traffic Saifullah Durrani,
SP City Quetta Noman
Zafar, Chief Architect

Abdul Aziz Zehri, and of-
ficials from QDA, BPA, and
other relevant departments.
The meeting con-
ducted an in-depth review
of the formulation and ex-
ecution framework of the
Quetta Master Plan. Par-
ticipants examined key ur-
ban challenges, including
enforcement of building
regulations, drainage infra-
structure, parking arrange-
ments, and both ongoing
and proposed development
schemes across the city.
Emphasizing the need
for discipline in urban con-
struction, the commissioner
directed thatbuildingcodes
must be enforced without
exception and that all future
constructions should man-
datorily include sufficient
parking facilities. He fur-
ther ordered that compre-
hensive drainage solutions
be integrated into the mas-

ter plan to permanently
address Quetta’s persistent
waterlogging problems and
safeguard the city against
urban flooding.

Decisions were also
taken to strengthen institu-
tional oversight, with the Ad-
ministrator Metropolitan
Corporation included in the
ACS Standing Committee,
while the SSP Traffic and
Chief Architect were in-
ducted into the Technical
Committee. The move aims
to ensure that all develop-
ment projects remain aligned
with traffic management
needs, civic requirements,
and established technical
standards, thereby support-
ing sustainable urban growth.
Shahzaib Khan Kakar also
directed allconcerned depart-
ments to improve coordina-
tion among themselves and
maintain transparency at ev-
ery stage of planning.

Chef of ArmyStaff & Chief of Defence Forces, Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir, addresses tro.ops at Bahawalpur Garrison.

Pak backs US-led Board of Peace’s
UNSC-mandate to chart path to
Palestinian self-determination

UNITED NATIONS
(APP): Pakistan told UN
Security Council Wednes-
day that it has joined the
US-led Board of Peace
(BoP) in support its man-
date under the 15-member
body’s resolution 2803 that
reaffirms its commitment to
efforts aimed at achieving a
lasting peace based on Pal-
estinian self-determination
and statehood in accordance
with international law. “The
international community,
particularly this Council,
bears the responsibility to
translate renewed engage-
ment into measurable change
on the ground for the bet-
terment of the Palestinian
people,” Ambassador Asim
Iftikhar Ahmad, permanent
representative of Pakistan to

the UN, said during a debate
on the situation in the
Middle East, Including The
Palestinian Question, which
coincided with the an-
nouncement ofthe 26-mem-
ber Board.

He said the unresolved
Palestinian question re-
mains at the core of insta-
bility in the Middle East,
stressing that decades of
Israeli occupation have re-
sulted in dispossession, re-
pression and the denial of
the Palestinian people’s
right to self-determination.

Noting that the com-
mencement of the second
phase of the Peace Plan —
including the establishment
of the National Committee
for the Administration of
Gaza (NCAG), and the es-

tablishment of the BoP and
Executive Committees —
were “important steps”, the
Pakistani envoy said, these
measures should now help
consolidate the ceasefire, se-
cure a permanent cessation
of hostilities, facilitate tran-
sitional arrangements, enable
recovery and reconstruction,
ensure the provision of hu-
manitarian assistance at
scale, and prepare the
ground fora sustainable and
credible political process
toward Palestinian self-de-
termination and statehood.
At the same time, Ambas-
sador Asim Ahmad voiced
deep concern over the frag-
ile situation in Gaza, with
ceasefire violations continu-
ing unabated and civilian
lives remaining at risk.

Ameer Mugam vows
implementation of JAAC
agreement in Azad Kashmir

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Kash-
mir  Affairs, Gilgit
Baltistan and SAFRON
Engr Amir Mugam on
Thursday chaired a meet-
ing to review implementa-
tion status of the agreement
with Joint Awami Action
Committee, AJK.

The Federal Minister
Engr Amir Muqam ex-
pressed satisfaction over
the progress achieved to
date and directed all con-
cemed departments to fur-
ther speed up the implemen-
tation work, said a press
release here on Thursday.

He said that Azad
Jammu and Kashmir is a
top priority of the Prime
Minister and providing re-
lief to the people is a joint
responsibility of the federal
and AJK governments.

Engineer Amir

Mugam assured that, in line
with the Prime Minister’s
instructions, full and effec-
tive implementation of the
agreement with the Joint
Action Committee would
be ensured.

Coordinator to Prime
Minister for Kashmir Af-
fairs, Gilgit Baltistan and
SAFRON Shabir Ahmad
Usmani, Secretary Kashmir
Affairs, Gilgit Baltistan and
SAFRON Zafar Hasan,
Chief Secretary Azad
Jammu & Kashmir,
Khushhal Khan and Addi-
tional Secretary Kamran
Rehman Khan also at-
tended the meeting. Offi-
cials from relevant minis-
tries and departments
briefed the meeting on the
steps taken so far, while the
ChiefSecretary AJK shared
a detailed update on the
implementation process.

Religious ministry
announces to issue
unified calender
for Azan, prayer
timings
ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Ministry of Religious Af-
fairs, along with eminent
scholars representing all
schools of thought, clerics
and members of the busi-
ness community on Thurs-
day agreed to issue a unified
calendar for Azan and prayer
timings. The decision was
taken ata consultative meet-
ing onthe standardization of
Azan and prayer times for
Rawalpindi and Islamabad,
chaired by Federal Minister
for Religious Affairs Sardar
Muhammad Yousaf. Ad-
dressing the meeting, the
minister recalled that uni-
form prayer and Azan tim-
ings had been implemented
during a previous govern-
ment but were later discon-

tinued following a change in
administrations.

EU Ambassador calls on
PM Shehbaz, assures effort
to strengthen bilateral ties

GSP+ in spotlight as PM affirms commit-
ment to EU cooperation on trade ventures

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ambassador of the Euro-
pean Union, Raimundas
Karoblis Thursday called on
Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif here at the
Prime Minister’s House and
assures his efforts to
strengthen Pakistan-Euro-
pean Union relations on all
spheres.

The prime minister
was assisted by Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar,
Advisor to the Prime Min-

ister Dr. Syed Taugqir Shah,
SAPM Tariq Fatemi and
Foreign Secretary Amna
Baloch, a Prime Minister’s
Office news release said.
Welcoming the EU
Ambassador, who recently
assumed his responsibili-
ties in Pakistan, the prime
minister reaffirmed

Pakistan’s commitment to
further strengthen coopera-
tion with the EU in all ar-
eas of mutual interest, par-
ticularly trade, investment,
development, security, mi-
gration and climate change.

ISLAMABAD H.E Ramhlundas Karoblis, Ambas-

sador of the European Union to Pakistan calls on
Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

NHA to connect
Kartarpur, Nankana
Sahib with motorways

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Com-
munications, Abdul Aleem
Khan has announced a land-
mark decision to link the
holy sites of Kartarpur and
Nankana Sahib with the
national motorway net-
work.

Presiding over a high-
level meeting, Federal
Minister directed the Na-
tional Highway Authority

(NHA) to commence con-
struction on the Sialkot-
Kartarpur  Motorway
which will be named the
“Guru Nanak Express-
way,” said a press release
issued on Thursday.

Abdul Aleem Khan
highlighted that 3-star, 4-
star, and 5-star hotels
will be developed along
the Highway to facilitate
pilgrims.

RAKHNE Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Satfraz Bugti meeting with tribal
elites during his visit to Rakhni

CM’s Adviser applauds newly
elected BUJ leaders, stresses
press freedom & accountability

Independent Report
QUETTA: Shahid Rind,
Political and Media Adviser
to the Chief Minister of
Balochistan, has extended
warm congratulations to the
newly elected office-bear-
ers of the Balochistan
Union of Jourmnalists (BUJ)
on theirrecent electoral vic-
tory.

He recognized Presi-
dent Manzoor Ahmed, Se-
nior Vice President
Fareedullah, General Secre-
tary Shah Hussain Tareen,
Vice President Zafar
Baloch, Finance Secretary
Ismat Sumalani, Senior
Joint Secretary Kifayat Ali,
Joint Secretary Adnan
Saeed, and executive coun-

cil members Raza Rehman,
Saleem Shahid, Khalil
Ahmed, Shehzada Zulfigar,
Arshad Butt, Murtaza
Zehri, Muhammad Amir,
and Mohibullah.

Shahid Rind com-
mended the BUJ for its
steadfast role in maintain-
ing professional standards,
protecting freedom of ex-
pression, and safeguarding
the rights of journalists
throughout Balochistan. He
highlighted thatan indepen-
dent and well-informed
press is essential in demo-
cratic societies, servingas a
crucial bridge between the
state and the public while
promoting transparency
and accountability.

ITHCBA rejects role in
Imaan Mazari’s arrest

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad High Court
Bar Association (IHCBA)
Thursday rejected the im-
pression of its involvement
m arrest of Advocate Imaan
Mazari and Hadi Ali
Chatha.

The IHCBA'’s Secre-
tary Manzoor Jaja said in
his statement that there
is no truth in the remarks
regarding the involve-
ment of the High Court
Bar in the arrest of two
lawyers.

He said that such re-
marks about the Bar by a

judge who was the Presi-
dent of the High Court
Bar in the past are very
regrettable and he should
have avoided such com-
ments.

The Secretary High
Court Bar said that the
Islamabad High Court Bar
handles the matters and af-
fairs related to the Barin a
good manner inaccordance
with the law.

He said that the bar
always works within the
framework of the Consti-
tution and law and stands
with its lawyers.

QUETTA: Director General Public Relatlons BalochstanAskar Khan presides over the Introductory meetmg of DPR Officers.

First Lady
Aseefa Bhutto
visits Dubai’s
Museum of

Future

DUBAI (APP): First Lady
Bibi Aseefa Bhutto Zardari
MNA, visited the Museum
of the Future in Dubai on
Thursday on the invitation
of the government of the
United Arab Emirates.

During the visit, the
First Lady toured the
museum’s immersive exhi-
bitions focused on innova-
tion, sustainability, science
and creative approaches to
future challenges.

She appreciated the
museum’s role as a global
platform that encourages
forward-looking thinking,
inspires young people and
brings together ideas
across cultures and genera-
tions.

NDMA warns
of rain, snowfall
in GB, AJK

Balochistan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The National Disaster
Management Authority’s
(NDMA) National Emer-
gencies Operations Cen-
tre (NEOC) on Thurs-
day warned that inter-
mittent rain and snow-
fall may hit Balochistan,
Gilgit-Baltistan and
Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir over the next 24 to
48 hours.

In a weather advisory,
the NEOC said rainfall is
likely in most districts of
Balochistan, including
Zhob, Qila Saifullah, Ziarat,
Pishin, Quetta and adjoin-
ing areas.

Gilgit-Baltistan and
Azad Kashmir are expected
to receive rain, while snow-
fallis forecast in mountain-
ous regions.

Pak Navy takes over
command of Combined
Task Force-150

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Navy took over the
command of Combined
Task Force-150 (CTF-150)
for the 14th time during a
change of command cer-
emony held at the Head-

quarters of Combined Mari-
time Forces (CMF),
Bahrain.

Commodore
Muhammad Yasir Tahir of
Pakistan Navy assumed
command from Commo-
dore Fahad S. Al Joaid of

the Royal Saudi Naval
Forces (RSNF), said a press
release issued by Director-
ate General Public Rela-
tions (Pak Navy).

While addressing the
audience, the incoming
Commander CTF-150 as-
sured that his team is fully
prepared to shoulder this

prestigious responsibility
and contribute towards
maritime security and sta-
bility across the region.

Commodore
Muhammad Yasir Tahir
also reaffirmed Pakistan
Navy’s resolve to counter
illicit maritime activities
while ensuring the safety
and security of vital sea
lines of communication, it
further said.

CTF-150 is one of
the five task forces oper-

ating under the Combined
Maritime Forces (CMF).
Its mission is to deter and
disrupt non-state actors
engaged in the trafficking
of weapons, narcotics,
and other illicit goods
across the Indian Ocean,
Arabian Sea, and the Gulf
of Oman.

JI Emir urges opposition
to oppose govt move to
send troops to Gaza

Independent Report
LAHORE: Jamaat-e-Islami
Pakistan Emir Hafiz Nacem
ur Rehman has called on
opposition parties to
openly oppose the
government’s decision to
send troops to Gaza, say-
ing such a move is unac-
ceptable and damaging to
Pakistan’s dignity and sov-
ereignty.

Addressing partici-
pants of a central training
camp at Mansoorah on
Thursday, Rehman
strongly criticized the
govemnment’s blind reliance
on US President Donald
Trump, calling it equivalent
to submissionbefore unjust
global powers. He said the
prime minister’s move to
nominate a US president,
whom he said was destroy-
ing global peace, for the
Nobel Peace Prize had seri-
ously damaged national
honour. The JI chief con-

demned a proposed bill in
the Punjab Assembly seek-
ing to establish “red zones™
in districts to restrict pro-
tests, calling it yet another
undemocratic spectacle.
Questioning the legitimacy
of Form-47 imposed rulers,
he asked who they were to
snatch the public’s consti-
tutional right to protest. He
criticized provisions in the
bill that would empower
intelligence committees un-
der deputy commissioners
to grant or deny permission
for protests, asking
whether elected representa-
tives would now be re-
quired to seek approval
from bureaucrats. He said
the colonial-era bureau-
cratic system had been im-
posed on the country for
seven decades, while politi-
cal parties were dominated
by family monopolies, re-
sulting in the worst form of
governance.
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