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ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice of Pakistan, Mr. Justice Yahya Afridi, chairing
the 57th meeting of the NJPMC at the Supreme Court of Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif meets with the
affectees of terrorist attack on Imam Bargah Khadija-ul-Kubra.

QUETTA: Provincial Ministers Bakht Muhammad Kakar, Haji Noor Muhammad Dummar, Haji Ali Madad Jattak, Mir Asim Kurd
Gailu, Advisor to CM Meena Majeed Baloch, Parliamentary Secretary Haji Barkat Ali Rind and MPAs Zarak Khan Mandokhel,
Engineer Zamrak Khan Achakzai, Haji Mir Zabid Ali Reki, Haji Ghulam Dastagir Badini and Maulana Hidayat ur Rehman
expressing their views on law and order situation during Balochistan Assembly session.

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti addressing during
Balochistan Assembly session.

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari and
Ambassador of Iran, Dr. Reza Amiri Moghaddam
at a reception held to commemorate the 47th Anni-
versary of the Victory of the Islamic Revolution of
Iran and Iran’s National Day.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and
Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, in a
meeting with John Mark Pommersheim, Deputy
Assistant Secretary, Bureau of South and Central
Asian Affairs, United States Department of State,
and Ms. Natalie A. Baker, U.S. Chargé d’Affaires
to Pakistan, at the Finance Division.

Security officials
call for national

unity against
terrorism

ISLAMABAD (INP): Se-
curity officials have em-
phasized that  the fight
against terrorism in Paki-
stan is not solely the re-
sponsibility of the armed
forces, police, or Frontier
Corps, but needs unity of
the entire nation.

In a meeting with me-
dia representatives, secu-
rity officials said that elimi-
nating Fitna-al-Khawarij
and Fitna-al-Hindustan re-
quires  complete national
cohesion. They added that
success in the fight against
terrorism depends on the
full implementation of the
National Action Plan.

The security officials
said India is behind all spon-
sored terrorism inside Pa-
kistan. They noted that the
recent attack on the
Imambargah in Tarlai was
carried out by terrorist
trained in Afghanistan.

Issues stern warning against politicizing terrorism

CM Bugti vows to curb terrorism
activities for maintaining

durable peace in Balochistan
Criticizes attempts to spread misleading

narratives targeting the youth of Balochistan

President calls for dialogue,
warns escalation involving

Iran could destabilize region
Zardari felicitates Iran on anniversary of Islamic Revolution

PM visits Imambargah,
announces compensation

for bereaved families
IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Prime Minis ter
Muhammad S hehb az
Sharif,  Wed nesday, ex-
pressed his deep grief and
condolences with the be-
reaved families of shuhada
who lost their lives in a ter-
ro rist  attack in Tarlai
Imambargah last week.

The prime minister
offered Fateha and prayed
for the high ranks of those
who lost their lives in the
incident and for the early
recovery of injured.

The prime minister
said that there could be no
compensation for the pre-
cious lives lost in the ter-
ro rist  inc ident and an-
nounced a sum of Rs 10
million for Shaheed Oun
Abbas who resisted the
suicide attacker, Rs5 million
for each martyred, Rs3 mil-
lion for each severely in-
jured and Rs1 million for
others with minor injuries.

During a visit to
Imambargah Khad ijatul
Kubra in Tarlai Kalan where
a terrorist suicide attack oc-
curred last Friday, resulting
in the loss of precious hu-
man lives, the prime minis-
ter met with the members
of the bereaved families and
those injured in the inci-
dent.

Talking to the affected
families, he said the entire
nation was in a state of grief
and saddened over the tragic
incident which resulted in
the martyrdom of elders,
kids and young while scores
of others were injured.

Terming it the ‘worst
kind of barbaric act’ he said
the more they condemned
it, the less it would be.

He said that all reli-
gious leaders and ulema had
strongly condemned it with
unity and praised them for
foiling nefarious designs of
the enemies with solidarity.

NJPMC orders fast-track
disposal of over-3-year UTP
cases, adopts AI guidelines

NA passes resolution pays
tribute to armed forces

Khawaja terms opposition leader’s remarks
on army “highly irresponsible”

Four terrorists killed, four
policemen including SHO
martyred in DIK operation

DPM Dar discusses regional
tensions with Turkey, Iran
FMs amid US-Iran strain

NEPRA imposes
fixed charges on all

electricity consumers

Mengal’s
NA-256

resignation
accepted after

17 months
IS LAMABAD (INP ):
Sardar Akhtar Mengal’s
resignation from the Na-
tional Assembly has been
officially accepted, over 17
months after he first sub-
mitted it.

The decision now
clears the way for a by-elec-
tion in NA-256 Khuzdar.

The National Assem-
bly Secretariat has  in-
formed the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan that
S p eaker Sard ar Ayaz
Sadiq has formally ac-
cepted the resignation of
BNP chief Sardar Akhtar
Mengal.

Sources c onfirmed
that the acceptance applies
retroactively from Septem-
ber 3, 2024, the date when
Mengal had originally sub-
mitted his resignation.

Despite his resigna-
tion, Mengal continued to
exercise all privileges as a
National Assembly member
until January 2026, accord-
ing to sources.

With the acceptance of
Mengal’s resignation, the
NA-256 Khuzdar seat is
now officially vacant.

Ahsan says:
Media literacy

should be
integrated into

curriculum
IS LAMABAD (INP ):
Minister fo r Planning
Ahsan Iqbal has empha-
sized that information and
media literacy should be
integrated into the curricu-
lum to promote responsible
social media use among
youth.

Addressing the Na-
tional Curriculum Summit
in Islamabad , he said that
the enemies of Pakistan are
using social media to spread
anarchy and disruption in
the country.

He stressed that the
younger generation must be
educated to make respon-
sible and informed choices.

The Minister also
noted the growing influence
of artific ial intelligence
across all sectors.

QUETTA (APP ):
Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti on
Wednesday said that in-
cumbent provincial govern-
ment is committed to curb
terrorism activities for
maintaining durable peace
in the province.

Balochistan CM paid
tribute to the sacrifices of
security forces and inno-
cent civilians who had foiled
nefarious design of anti-
peace elements in various
place of provincial capital
on January 31.

He said this while ad-
dressing at the flour of
Balochistan As semb ly
which was chaired by

Sp eaker Captain Retd
Abdul Khaliq Achakzai.

The CM said that
measures are being taken to
provide opportunities to
the youth and continuing
the development process
saying that the solution to
the challenges facing the
province lies not in violence
or gun politics but in the
constitution, political dia-
logue and collective wis-
dom.

He said that system-
atic efforts have been made
to create mistrust between
the state and the people of
Balochistan, however, the
fact is that the people of
the province stand with

Pakistan.
Mir Sarfraz Bugti said

that as a Baloch, he ex-
pressed deep sorrow and
grief over the bloodshed of
Pakistani police, FC, army
and especially innocent ci-
vilians and has full sympa-
thy with the affected fami-
lies.

He said that confusion
was created in a systematic
manner regarding
Balochistan and an attempt
was made to distance the
people and youth of the
state and Balochistan from
each other, a narrative was
created that has no connec

Continued on page 2

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Wednesday welcomed
the efforts aimed at easing
tension and promoting re-
gional peace, warning that
any military escalation in-
volving Iran co uld
destabilise the Gulf region,
South Asia and Western
Asia.“Any instability in-
volving Iran, or any at-
tempt to resolve issues
through military means,
carries grave risks. Such ac-
tions could …, undermine
global peace, and cause se-
rious harm to the global
economy. The stakes are far
too high for confrontation,”
The president said while
speaking at a reception
hosted by the embassy of
Iran to celebrate 47th anni-

versary of Iran’s National
Day.

He said Pakistan op-
posed unilateral sanctions
and coercive measures, in-
cluding against Iran, and
believed that peaceful en-
gagement best served re-
gional and global security.

“Pakistan welcomes
efforts aimed at easing ten-
sions and encourages con-
tinued dialogue among rel-
evant parties in a construc-
tive spirit, with the objec-
tive of promoting peace and
stability in the region,” he
added.

Earlier, the president
requested the participants
to observe one minute of
silence in memory of the
victims of the recent blast
in Islamabad, and the trag-

edies in Iran. “Let’s pray
that wars never come to
us,” the president prayed.

Referring to the ongo-
ing conflicts, terrorism, ex-
ternal interference and un-
res olved regional
flashpoints in the region,
the president said Pakistan
firmly believed that such
challenges could not be ad-
dressed through force or
unilateral actions.

President Zardari em-
phasized that Pakistan and
Iran shared responsibilities
as neighbouring countries
and remained committed to
cooperation on border man-
agement, counter-terrorism,
and turning the shared fron-
tier into a zone of coopera

Continued on page 2

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
National Electric Power
Regulatory Authority
(NEPRA) has announced
the imposition of fixed
charges on all electricity
consumers in Pakistan, in-
cluding both protected and
non-protected categories.

Previously,  fixed
charges were applicable
only to non-protected con-
sumers using more than 300
units per month.

Under the new struc-
ture, protected consumers
using up to 100 units per
month will now pay Rs 200
as a fixed charge, while those
consuming up to 200 units
will be charged Rs 300.

For non-pro tected
consumers, fixed charges
have been set at Rs 275 per
month for usage up to 100
units, Rs 300 for up to 200
units, and Rs 350 for up to
300 units.

Consumers using 301
to 400 units will pay Rs
400, while those consum-
ing 401 to 500 units will be
charged Rs 500.

For higher consump-
tion, fixed charges have been
adjusted to Rs 675 per
month. This includes an in-
crease of Rs 75 for 600
units, a reduction of Rs 125
for up to 700 units, and a
decrease of Rs 325 for those
consuming more than 700
units.

NEPRA issued this
decision following a request
from the power division,
making the revised fixed
charges applicable to all
electricity  consumers
across Pakistan.

The authority empha-
sized that the new billing
structure is designed to
streamline electricity tariffs
and ensure fairness among
all categories of consumers.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Chief Justice of Pakistan on
Wednes day chaired the
57th meeting of the Na-
tional Jud icial (Policy
Making) Committee
(NJPMC) at the Supreme
Court, attended by chief
justices of all high courts
and the Secretary, Law and
Justice Commission of Pa-
kistan.

Reviewing implemen-
tation of decisions taken in
its 56th meeting, the com-
mittee reiterated its resolve
to strengthen institutional
capacity, improve access to
justice, and ensure effective
and  timely disp osal of
cases.

The committee was
informed that the federal
government is developing a
structured redressal mecha-
nism to address complaints
regarding the non-produc-

tion of arrested persons
before a magistrate within
24 hours. The framework
is expected to be finalised
within two weeks.

The NJPMC stressed
strict compliance with le-
gal requirements and di-
rected the Attorney General
of Pakistan to provide pe-
riodic updates on progress
and implementation.

Ap prec iating the
Islamabad High Court for
expeditious disposal of
high-impact tax cases, the
committee expressed satis-
faction over overall compli-
ance by high courts with
earlier directions. It was
decided that each high court
would constitute desig-
nated benches to hear cases
under the Recognition and
Enforcement (Arbitration

Continued on page 2

IS LAMABAD (INP ):
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar
held separate telephone
conversations with the for-
eign ministers of Turkey and
Iran on Wednesday, as ten-
sions simmer over Iran’s
nuclear programme.

In a call with Turkish
Foreign Minister Hakan
Fidan, the two leaders dis-
cussed regional and interna-
tional developments and
matters of mutual interest.
They agreed to maintain
close c oord ination on
shared priorities.

Dar also spoke with
Iranian Foreign Minister
Ab bas Araghchi,
emphasising the impor-
tance of dialogue and diplo-
macy in the region. Both
officials pledged to con-
tinue close engagement and

coordination between their
countries.

The calls came a day
after US President Donald
Trump told Israel’s Chan-
nel 12 that  the United
States would have to do
“something very tough” if
a deal is not reached with
Iran.

“Either we reach a deal
or we’ll have to do some-
thing very tough,” the
broadcaster quoted Trump
as saying.

Trump has said he is
considering sending a sec-
ond aircraft carrier to the
Middle East, Axios and
Channel 12 reported, amid
tensions between Washing-
ton and Tehran over Iran’s
nuclear programme and its
recent crackdown on pro

Continued on page 2

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
The National Assembly on
Wednesday paid tribute to
the Pakistan Armed Forces
for their unparalleled sacri-
fices in the fight against ter-
rorism, honouring all mar-
tyrs who laid down their
lives for the nation.

The resolution, pre-
sented by Defence Minis-
ter Khawaja Muhammad
As if,  reaffirmed the
House’s commitment that
the sacrifices of the martyrs

would not go in vain and
underscored that the nation
stands firmly alongside the
armed forces in this ongo-
ing struggle.

The resolution lauded
the professional capabili-
ties, bravery, and dedication
of the military, declaring full
support for its continued
efforts to safeguard national
security, uphold stability,
and maintain peace across
the country.

Meanwhile, Federal

Minister for Defence
Khawaja Muhammad Asif
on Wednesday said that the
opposition leader’s remarks
in the National Assembly
the other day regarding the
Pakistan Army were
“highly irresponsible,” as
such s tatements under-
mined a national institution
that has rendered immense
sacrifices for the country.

Addressing the Na

Continued on page 2

DERA ISMAIL KHAN
(APP): At least four terror-
ists were killed, while four
police personnel, including
a Station House Officer
(SHO), embraced martyr-
dom and two others, in-
cluding a Deputy Superin-
tendent of Police (DSP),
sustained injuries during an
intelligence-based opera-
tion (IBO) in the Panyala
area of Dera Ismail Khan,
police said on Wednesday.

Acc ording to a
spokesperson for Dera po-
lice, the op eration was
launched on reports about
the presence of terrorists in

the area. The operation
was led by SP Counter Ter-
rorism Department (CTD),
SP Paharpur,  DSPs  of
Paharpur and Panyala,
along with respective SHOs
and heavy contingents of
police.

The sp okes pers on
said that as the police party
was returning after the op-
eration, terrorists opened
fire from behind the cover
of a nearby forest. The po-
lice retaliated promptly and
effectively, resulting in the
killing of four terrorists dur

Continued on page 2

BA unanimously flays
terror attacks, vows unity

against militancy
QUETTA (ANN): T he
Balochistan Assembly on
Tuesday passed a unani-
mous resolution condemn-
ing the terrorist attacks on
January 31, 2026, and reaf-
firmed its commitment to
defeating militancy and en-
suring peace in the prov-
ince. The resolution, pre-
sented by Provincial Min-
ister Mir Saleem Khosa,
acknowledged the bravery
of security forces who suc-
cessfully thwarted the at-
tacks despite the loss of in-
nocent lives.

Lawmakers, including
Asim Kurd Gello, Bakht
Muhammad Kakar, and
Noo r Muhammad
Dummar, condemned the
cowardly assaults on civil-
ians and reiterated their
support for security forces.

They emphasized that ter-
rorism would not destabi-
lize Balochistan and vowed
to stand united against any
attempt to spread unrest.

The resolution con-
demned the failed attacks by
the “Fitna al-Hindustan”
group, which targeted vari-
ous districts of Balochistan,
and expressed solidarity
with the affected families.
Lawmakers paid tribute to
the sacrifices of law en-
forcement agencies, prais-
ing their swift action in
neutralizing the attackers and
preventing further damage.
The Assembly also vowed
continued cooperation with
state institutions to ensure
sustainable peace, pledging
that Balochistan’s people
would remain united in their
fight against terrorism.
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ISLAMABAD: The Turkish delegation, led by Muhammet Kasým Gönüllü,
Deputy Minister of Industry and Technology, met with the Federal Secretary
for Science and Technology, Shahid Iqbal Baloch.

KARACHI: Pakistan Tennis Federation President Aisam-ul-Haq Qureshi
along with Naya Nazimabad Chief Executive Officer Samad Habib addressing
Press Briefing on Naya Nazimabad Ramadan National Tennis championship
2026 President Naya Nazimabad Gymkhana Syed Muhammad Talha and oth-
ers are also present on this occasion.

PESHAWAR: Commander 102 Brigade, Mubashir
Ahmed Abbasi (Tamgha-e-Basarat), presenting the
trophy to the winning Bannu team during the 3rd
Chief of Army Staff National Inter-Club Hockey
Championship 2026 at Qayum Sports Complex.

Naseem fetches Rs86.5m,
becomes PSL 11 auction’s

most expensive player

West Indies outclass England
in T20 World Cup clash

Vice Chairman BBoIT says:

Shrimp Farming Project will
play vital role in the economic

development of the region

CM Bugti vows to..

President calls for..

NJPMC orders..

DPM Dar..

Continued from page 1

testers.
So far, Iran has re-

jected expanding the scope
of its talks with the US be-
yond the nuclear issue.
Washington, ho wever,
wants Tehran’s ballistic
missile programme and its
support for regional mili-
tant groups included in the
negotiations.

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and
Trump are set to meet in
Washington today, their
sixth meeting in the United
States sinc e Trump re-
turned to office a year ago.

“On this trip we will
discuss a range of issues:
Gaza, the region, but of
course, first and foremost,
the negotiations with Iran,”
Netanyahu said in a video
statement before his depar-
ture. “I will present to the
president our views regard-
ing the principles for the
negotiations.”

In an earlier statement,
Netanyahu’s office said he
would highlight Israel’s con-
cerns over Iran’s missile ar-
senal, not just its nuclear
programme.

Iran’s foreign ministry
spokesperson warned that
Netanyahu’s visit would
have a “destructive” influ-
ence on diplomacy that is
“detrimental to the region”.

“Our negotiating
party is America. It is up
to America to decide to act
independently of the pres-
sures and destructive influ-
ences that are detrimental
to the region.

NA passes..

Continued from page 1

tional Assembly, he said,
“Political differences are
natural in a democracy. We
may disagree on policies
and ideologies, but target-
ing a national institution in
this manner is inappropri-
ate.”

He said that the Paki-
stan Army represented the
entire federation and all
provinces and highlighted
their sacrifices in the fight
against terrorism, particu-
larly over the past several
years as thousands of of-
ficers and soldiers had em-
braced martyrdom in the
line of duty.

He explained that
3,141 officers and soldiers
of the Pakistan Army had
embraced martyrdom from
2021 to February 2026 in
the ongoing war against ter-
rorism.

The minister strongly
rejected claims that the
Army represents any single
province or region, terming
it a “federal force” with
personnel from across the
country, including Punjab,
Sindh, Khyb er
Pakhtunkhwa, Balochistan,
Azad Jammu and Kashmir,
Gilgit-Baltistan, and minor-
ity communities.

“The composition of
the Pakistan Army reflects
the entire federation. It is a
truly national institution,”
he said.

Khawaja Asif said the
record should clearly reflect
that the Pakistan Army is a
national institution with
participation from all fed-
erating units and religious
minorities.

He urged political lead-
ers to refrain from state-
ments that could hurt na-
tional sentiments, particu-
larly amid ongoing security
challenges.

“Differences of opin-
ion are everyone’s right, but
national emotions and insti-
tutions should not be tar-
geted,” he said.

Four terrorists..
Continued from page 1

ing the exchange of fire.
In the gun battle, SHO

Panyala Faheem Mumtaz
Khan, Constable Tauqeer,
Constable Irfan and Con-
stable Ghulam Rabbani
embraced martyrdom. DSP
Paharpur Hafiz
Muhammad Adnan and ASI
Tariq Khan sustained inju-
ries and were shifted to Dis-
trict Headquarters Hospi-
tal for treatment.

Upon receiving infor-
mation about the incident,

the Regional Police Officer
(RPO) and District Police
Officer (DPO) reached the
site to oversee the situation.

Police have cordoned
off the area and launched a
further search operation.
Efforts are underway to lo-
cate the bodies of the  ter-
rorists in the forested area,
the spokesperson added.

Security arrangements
were further strengthened
across the district, and au-
thorities have initiated a de-
tailed investigation into the
incident.

MUMBAI (INP ): West
Indies defeated England by
30 runs to claim their sec-
ond victory in the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup
2026 at Wankhede Stadium,
Mumbai, on Wednesday.

Opting to bat first, the
Caribbean side posted an
imposing 196-6 in their al-
lotted 20 overs, courtesy of
a s ensational unbeaten
knock by Sherfane Ruther-
ford. T he left-hand er
smashed 76 off 42 deliver-
ies, striking two fours and
seven sixes to anchor the
innings.

Jas on Holder pro-
vided late impetus with a
fiery 31 off 17 balls, includ-
ing one four and six maxi-
mums, while Roston Chase
contributed a steady 34

from 29 deliveries, hitting
six boundaries.

Shimron Hetmyer also
chipped in with a brisk 23
off 12 balls, laced with two
fours and two sixes.

For England, Jamie
Overton and Adil Rashid
led the bowling attack with
two wickets apiece, while
Jo fra Archer and S am
Curran claimed one each.

In reply, chasing a
daunting 197-run target,
England were bowled out
for 166 in 19 overs.

Phil Salt got the Three
Lions off to a rapid start
with 30 off 14 balls, includ-
ing four boundaries and
two sixes, before falling to
Romario Shepherd.

Jacob Bethell fought
back with a composed 33

off 23 deliveries, hitting
four fours and a six, but was
dismissed by Gudakesh
Motie.

Captain Jos Buttler
scored 21 off 14 balls,
while Sam Curran remained
unbeaten on 43 off 30 de-
liveries, striking three fours
and two sixes, but ran out
of partners as wickets con-
tinued  to tumble at the
other end.

Gud akes h Mo tie
sp earheaded the West
Indies bowling attack with
figures of 3-33 in four overs.

Roston Chase claimed
two wickets, while Akeal
Hosein, Romario Shepherd
and Shamar Joseph picked
up one wicket each to seal
a comprehensive victory
for the Caribbean side.

Continued from page 1

Agreements and Foreign
Arb itral Awards ) Ac t,
2011.

The committee also
acknowledged the Federal
Board of Revenue’s efforts
to discourage frivolous liti-
gation, including screening
of meritless appeals, and
appreciated the develop-
ment of High Court–wise
Lit igation Management
System dashboards.

The committee com-
mended high courts and the
district judiciary for dis-
posing of a substantial
number of cases within
prescribed timelines be-
tween September 1, 2025,
and January 15, 2026.

During this period,
high courts reported a com-
bined p endency of

1,274,780 cases and dis-
posed of 754,006 cases.
The Lahore High Court dis-
posed of 622,831 cases,
followed by Peshawar High
Court (66,303), Sindh High
Court (42,370), Islamabad
High Court (12,226) and
Balochistan High Court
(10,276).

The NJPMC recom-
mended acknowledging
best-performing judicial of-
ficers through certificates
and other incentives. It also
appreciated progress in
clearing old succession
cases, particularly those
pending since 2019.

Reviewing the perfor-
mance of model criminal
and civil courts, the com-
mittee noted that 13,141
civil and 46,441 criminal
cases were decided during
the reporting period.

LAHO RE (INP): Pacer
Naseem Shah emerged as
the most expensive player
in the inaugural Pakistan
Super League auction, with
Rawalpindi securing him
for Rs86.5 million ahead of
the PSL 11 at Lahore’s
Expo Centre on Wednesday.

The auction marked
the first in the history of
the marquee league, replac-
ing draft — a players’ se-
lection process — which
remained intact for the first
10 editions since its incep-
tion in 2016.

PSL 11th edition will
see two new teams  —
Sialkot Stallionz and
Hyd erab ad Houston
Kingsmen — added to the
roster to make it an eight-
team tournament. Among
other changes, the PSL has
also moved on from the

draft system to adopt an
auction model.

Consequently, a total
of 879 local and foreign
cricketers registered for the
historic auction, who have
been slotted into five dif-
ferent categories — Plati-
num, Diamond, Gold, Sil-
ver and Emerging — by the
Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB).

All eight teams were
to form their squads by
picking players of their
choosing from the afore-
mentioned categories, with
a maximum purse amount
set at $1.6 million.

However, contrary to
the draft system, the auc-
tion model does not have a
pick order, meaning the
franchises could openly
engage in a bidding war for
a player.

Independent Report
QUETTA: A meeting was
held under the chairmanship
of Vice Chairman of the
Balochistan Board of In-
ves tment and Trade
(BBoIT), Mr. Bilal Khan
Kakar,  to review the
progress of the Shrimp
Farming Project currently
und erway in Damb,
Lasbela.

The meeting was at-
tended by senior officials
from the Fisheries Depart-
ment, Government of
Balochistan, members of
the project team, local ci-
vilian representatives, and
the Ass istant Commis-

sioner of Winder, Mr. Saif
Mughal.During the meeting,
a detailed review of the
project’s overall progress
was conducted, challenges
being faced were discussed,
and emphasis was placed on
further strengthening inter-
d e p a r t m e n t a l
coordination.While address-
ing the participants, Vice
Chairman Mr. Bilal Khan
Kakar emphasized that the
shrimp farming project is
not only an important ini-
tiative for promoting in-
vestment in Balochistan
but will also create new
employment opportunities
for the local population.

Continued from page 1

tion, lawful trade and de-
velopment.

He said Pakistan val-
ued balanced relations glo-
bally and remained ready to
play a constructive role in
promoting restraint, dia-
logue and regional peace.

The president ex-
tended his warm congratu-
lations to the leadership and
people of Iran. “May our
partnership continue to
grow, and may our region
move towards security, sta-
bility and shared prosper-
ity,” he prayed. He said Pa-
kistan and Iran were not
only neighbours; but also
civilisational partners. “Our
shared border reflects cen-
turies of interaction, coex-
istence and mutual respect.
Our relationship is rooted
in faith, history and endur-
ing cultural bonds that con-

tinue to shape our region.”
He noted that the Farsi

language and its great liter-
ary tradition had p ro-
foundly inf luenced
Pakistan’s intellectual life.
For hundreds of years, he
said Farsi served as the of-
ficial language of large parts
of the regions that now
form Pakistan. “Its influ-
ence remains deeply embed-
ded in our national con-
sciousness. Pakistan’s na-
tional anthem itself reflects
the deep imprint of the
Persian language on our col-
lective identity.”

He said long before the
time of Allama Muhammad
Iqbal, our great Haft Zaban
poet, Sachal Sarmast, the
renowned 18th-c entury
poet of Sindh, was compos-
ing profound poetry in
Farsi, reflecting a shared
spiritual and philosophical
space.

Continued from page 1

tion with reality.
He said that the sym-

pathizers of the elements
who kill ordinary citizens,
men, women and children,
try to link this massacre
with deprivations, although
the problems mentioned are
faced by the entire country.

The Chief  Minister
said that 11 members of the
Balochistan Assembly have
been elected for the first
time, while the other mem-
bers have been elected for
the second or third time.

He said  that every
Sardar accused of Form 47,
but in no country in the
world does anyone have the
right to take up arms
against the state.

The CM said that an
agreement was being men-
tioned in Lahore, however,
after the 1973 constitution,
no agreement has any sta-
tus, the constitution is the
only document that con-
nects us all.  Mir Sarfraz
Bugti said that we have to
put our hand on our heart
and  think whether
Balochistan could be free
from violence? Has any-
thing been achieved from
violence except bloodshed?
Has any union council been
freed from violence?

He said that how
many Baloch youth were
martyred in this violence
and innocent people were
targeted in Gwadar.

He said that after the
constitution, the National
Action Plan is our most
important document adding

that the House not once but
many times that if they
want a solution to the prob-
lem, then lead, they are
ready for talks, but there
would be no talks with
those elements who are kill-
ing common citizens.

He said that he met the
parents of Shaheed Qureshi,
whose son was martyred
on the Balochistan border.

The Chief  Minister
said that Rs 66 billion has
been spent in Gwadar and
this is the first district where
no school is closed.

He reminded that this
same House passed the 18th
Constitutional Amendment
and the Balochistan Rights
Package. He said that Jus-
tice Nawaz Marri was bru-
tally martyred in front of
the High Court and the As-
sembly, while some ele-
ments continued to partici-
pate in the 2018 elections.

He claimed that
peo ple associated with
TTP  in Khyb er
Pakhtunkhwa and BLA in
Balochistan were released
from jails. On the recom-
mendation of the Assem-
bly, FC check posts were
also abolished and the pro-
cess of apprehension con-
tinued. He said that in 1947,
were o nly Baloch and
Pashtuns divided? Aren’t
Punjabis and Sindhis di-
vided? International laws
have been made a mockery.

He said that it is our
responsibility to provide
opportunities to the youth
and  the future of
Balochistan is not guns but
artificial intelligence.

Pak–Turkiye scientific cooperation
delivers tangible results and sets
stage for expanded collaboration

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
high-level delegation from
the Republic of Turkiye
held extensive talks with
Federal Secretary, Ministry
of Science and Technology
(MoST), Shahid  Iqb al
Baloch, and senior officials
to further strengthen bilat-
eral cooperation in science,
technology, innovation and
applied research, with a fo-
cus on translating partner-
ships into concrete national
and industrial outcomes.

The Turkiye side was
led by Deputy Minister of
Industry and Technology
Muhammet Kasim
Gonullu, along with Am-
bassador of the Republic of
Turkiye to Pakistan Irfan
Neziroglu.

The meeting, co n-
vened under the framework
of scientific and technologi-
cal cooperation between
the two countries, reviewed
ongoing initiatives and high-
lighted Pakistan’s progress
in converting international
collaboration into measur-
able scientific, industrial
and socio-economic gains.

Both sides noted that

the expanding cooperation
aligns with the vision of
Prime Minis ter
Muhammad S hehb az
Sharif and Federal Minis-
ter for Science and Technol-
ogy Khalid Hussain Magsi
to pro mote innovation-
driven growth, industrial
modernization and a knowl-
edge-based economy.

The officials under-
scored that science diplo-
macy has emerged as a key
pillar of the broader Paki-
stan–Turkiye strategic
partnership.

The discussions re-
viewed progress across
several priority sectors, in-
cluding halal certification
frameworks aimed at en-
hancing Pakistan’s global
trade competitiveness, co-
operation in legal and sci-
entific metrology to
strengthen national quality
infrastructure, standardiza-
tion efforts to improve in-
ternational market access,
and  joint research
programmes connecting
leading institutions of both
countries.

The particular empha-

sis was placed on the Paki-
stan Science Foundation
and TUBITAK partner-
ship, which was described
as a flagship example of suc-
cessful international re-
search cooperation.

Since the signing of a
memorandum of under-
standing in 2013, four joint
research calls have gener-
ated 270 collaborative pro-
posals, with 33 high-qual-
ity projects funded in areas
such as energy, biotechnol-
ogy, biomedical sciences,
advanced materials, artifi-
cial intelligence, the Internet
of Things, electric vehicles,
foo d techno logies and
oceanography.

These initiatives were
noted for building research
capacity, developing skilled
human resources and facili-
tating knowledge transfer
between the two nations.

Fed eral Sec retary,
Shahid Iqbal Baloch said
MoST is systematically ex-
panding international scien-
tific partnerships that de-
liver practical results and
directly support Pakistan’s
development priorities.
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Balochistan News

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti talking to women performing security du-
ties in Balochistan Assembly.

RAKHNI: Provincial Minister for PHE Sardar Abdul Rehman Kehtran lis-
tening the problems of the people during open katchery in Rakhni.

QUETTA: Mir Adnan Lehri and others meeting with
Director General Public Relations Balochistan
Askar Khan.

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti inaugurating tree
plantation campaign 2026 in province by planting a tree at CM’s Secre-
tariat Quetta.

CHAMAN: Deputy Commissioner Chaman Habib
Ahmed Bangulzai distributing wheel chairs
amongst the special persons.

ZIARAT: Deputy Commissioner Abdul Quddus
Achakzai inspecting the Matric Exam at Govt De-
gree College Ziarat.

QUETTA: Provincial Minister Hai Ali Madad Jattak expressing his views
during Balochistan Assembly session.

SIBI: Commissioner Sibi Division Asadullah Faiz chairs Divisional EPI
Task Force.

Balochistan CM kicks
off ambitious 2026 green

campaign across Province
Tree care crucial for sustainable greenery: Imran Gichki

Quetta Commissioner says

Balochistan’s mineral
industry poised to drive

economic growth

Sibi Commissioner urges
unified action to eliminate polio,

warns of strict oversight

DC Ziarat orders
rigorous exam oversight

Al-Hamd Islamic University
organized tea party in honor of

newly elected body of BUJ

Basant festival in Quetta
from February 13-15

Sibi district sets benchmark
for transparent BSDI
Phase-II dev. tenders

Naseerabad extends doctors’
and medical staff tenures to

maintain healthcare continuity

Chaman admin sets official
Ramadan prices, vows strict
action against overpricing

GDA launches spring
tree plantation drive

in Gwadar

DC Ziarat
makes surprise

inspection
of Matric

exam center
Independent Report

ZIARAT: Deputy Com-
missioner Ziarat, Abdul
Quddus Achakzai, con-
ducted an unannounced
visit to the examination
center at Government De-
gree College Ziarat amid
the ongoing annual ma-
triculation exams, review-
ing arrangements  to en-
sure full transp arenc y,
discip line, and s tudent
welfare.

He was accompanied
by District Education Of-
ficer Latifullah Gharshin
and Tehsildar Ziarat Noor
Ahmed Panezai. During
the insp ec tio n,  DC
Achakzai checked candi-
dates’ exam slips and as-
sessed the availability of
essential facilities, includ-
ing clean drinking water,
sec urity  measures, and
general amenities.

Meeting with the ex-
amination center in-charge
and staff, he stressed the
need to maintain a com-
pletely fair, peaceful, and
cheat-free environment.
He warned that any negli-
genc e or malprac tice
would be met with strict
legal action.

The Deputy Com-
missioner instructed the
Education Department to
provide all necessary fa-
cilities to ensure a com-
fortable and stress-free ex-
perience for students.  Of-
ficers were directed to
monitor the centers daily,
address complaints imme-
d iately,  and guarantee
proper heating and ad-
equate furniture for exam-
inees.

DC Chaman
provides

wheelchairs
to special
students

Independent Report
CHAMAN: Deputy Com-
missioner Chaman, Habib
Ahmed Bangulzai, distrib-
uted wheelchairs to special
students in a ceremony
aimed at enhancing their
mobility and access to edu-
cational institutions.

Addressing the event,
DC Bangulzai highlighted
that the initiative would
help students overcome
physical barriers, allowing
them to continue their edu-
cation independently and
with dignity. He stressed
that promoting inclusive
education and ensuring
equal opportunities for all
students remains a priority
for the district administra-
tion. The ceremony was at-
tended by ADC Chaman
Fida Baloch, District Edu-
cation Officer Abd ul
Quddus  Achakzai, Ac-
counts Officer Haji Zahir
Durrani, and other officials.

ANF seizes 1.2
tonnes of hashish

in Gwadar,
arrests two

GWADAR (APP ): T he
Anti-Narco tics  Force
(ANF) has seized 1.2
tonnes of hashish and ar-
rested two suspected smug-
glers in a major operation
against an international drug
trafficking network in the
Gwadar region, an ANF
sp okes pers on s aid on
Wednesday.

Acting on intelligence,
the ANF  intercepted  a
truck o n the Panjgur–
Turbat section of the M-8
highway and recovered the
drugs from concealed com-
partments.

The hashish is esti-
mated to be worth about
66.15 million dollars in the
international market.

The sp okes pers on
said the network, allegedly
operated by a notorious
trafficker identified as Ishaq
Baloch, was involved in
moving drugs from Panjgur
to Gwadar and Pasni via
Turbat, before smuggling
them by sea to Gulf coun-
tries, Yemen and Tanzania
using high-speed fishing
boats.

Independent Report
QUETTA: Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz
Bugti, has inaugurated the
province-wide Tree Planta-
tion Campaign 2026, initi-
ating the drive by planting
the first sapling at the Chief
Minister S ecretariat in
Quetta. The campaign
marks the beginning of an
extensive spring afforesta-
tion initiative across
Balochistan.

The launch ceremony
saw participation from
provincial ministers, mem-
bers of the Balochistan As-
sembly, and Secretary For-
ests, Imran Gichki. The ini-
tiative is designed to en-
hance the province’s green-
ery, strengthen environmen-
tal health, and promote

ecological sustainability,
while also raising public
awareness about the impor-
tance of tree plantation and
conservation.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti
urged both citizens and gov-
ernment officials to engage
actively in the campaign,
highlighting the role of col-
lective effort in creating a
greener and more sustain-
able future for Balochistan.

Meanwhile, Secretary
Fo rests and Wildlife
Balochistan, Imran Gichki,
has highlighted that while
tree planting is important,
ensuring their proper care,
protection, and growth is
even mo re c ritical for
achieving lasting environ-
mental sustainability.

“Planting trees is just

the first step. Nurturing
saplings, providing ad-
equate water, safeguarding
them from damage, and
supporting their healthy
development is a shared re-
sp onsibility. A thriving
green environment secures
a better future for genera-
tions to come,” he said.

Following directives
from Chief  Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz
Bugti and Provincial Min-
ister for Forests Sardar
Masood Luni, the secretary
issued instructions to de-
partmental officers to not
only execute a comprehen-
sive tree plantation cam-
paign across the province
but also to implement strin-
gent post-plantation care
measures. Independent Report

SIBI, February 11, 2026:
Commissioner Sibi Divi-
sion, Asadullah Faiz, has
emphasized that coordi-
nated and robust measures
are crucial for the complete
eradication of polio, noting
that only two countries
worldwide continue to re-
port poliovirus cases.

Faiz made these re-
marks while chairing a meet-
ing of the Divisional Ex-
panded Programme on Im-
munization (EPI) Task
Force. The session was at-
tended by Deputy Com-
missioner Sibi Major ®
Ilyas Kabzai, Divisional
Director Health Dr. Abdul
Khaliq,  AC WHO Dr.
Ehsanullah, NPO WHO Dr.
Rahat, and other officials,
while deputy commission-

ers from other districts and
heads of EPI and the Emer-
gency Operations Center
(EOC) joined via video link.

During the meeting,
the Commissioner received
a detailed briefing on the
division’s EPI performance
from October to December
2025. The overview in-
cluded vaccination cover-
age, dropout rates, key per-
formance indicators, sur-
veillance and supervision
mechanisms, NEIR data,
and the engagement of part-
ner organizations. Atten-
dance of vaccinators and
issues regarding unregis-
tered personnel in the NEIR
system were also reviewed.

Co mmend ing the
work of the EOC, Faiz de-
scribed the establishment
of a divisional-level EPI

forum as a significant step
forward, noting that this
was its inaugural meeting.
He directed deputy com-
miss ioners to  allocate
BSDI funds to improve
sewerage s ys tems  and
cover open drains, stress-
ing that enhanced sanita-
tion would support better
outcomes in environmen-
tal polio surveillance.

District Health Offic-
ers were instructed to inte-
grate maternal and child
health awareness into the
training of polio teams, en-
suring that parents are well-
informed during immuniza-
tion c ampaigns . Faiz
warned that any discrepan-
cies in vaccination data
would result in immediate
action against responsible
vaccinators or officials.

Independent Report
CHAMAN: Deputy Com-
missioner Chaman, Habib
Ahmed Bangulzai, has fi-
nalized official rates for es-
sential commodities ahead
of Ramadan, underscoring
the administration’s com-
mitment to protecting citi-
zens from inflation and en-
suring market stability dur-
ing the holy month.

The Dis tric t Price
Control Committee meeting
brought together represen-
tatives from the Central
Traders and Shopkeepers
Association, Hairdressers
Union, Tailors Association,
Tandoo r As sociation,
Butchers Union, Market
Association, and Milk Sell-
ers Association. Following
detailed consultations on
food and other essential
items, the committee and
traders reached a consensus
on revised prices.

Tandoor owners
raised concerns regarding
the weight of bread (roti),
which DC Bangulzai ad-
dressed, promising coop-
erative efforts to resolve the

issue amicably. Both the
adminis tration and the
trader community pledged
close coordination to pro-
vide maximum relief to the
public and maintain consis-
tent pricing throughout
Ramadan.

Speaking at the meet-
ing, DC Bangulzai warned
that strict action would be
taken against any shop-
keepers violating the offi-
cial price list, compromis-
ing on quality, neglecting
hygiene, or failing to adhere
to government-mandated
SOPs.

The session was also
attended by District Police
Officer Abd ullah Imran
Cheema, Assistant Com-
missioner Azizullah Kakar,
Naib Tehsildar Ahmed, and
political figure Asif Khan
Achakzai.

These proactive mea-
sures reflect the district
administration’s determina-
tion to ensure orderly mar-
kets, safeguard public inter-
ests, and maintain disci-
pline during the sacred
month of Ramadan.

QUET TA (AP P): A tea
party was organized by Al-
Hamd Islamic University
(AHIU) on Wednesday in
honor of the newly elected
cabinet of the Balochistan
Union of Journalists (BUJ),
in which BUJ President
Manzoor Ahmed Rind and
other newly elected cabinet
members participated.

The promotion of
journalism and educational
cooperation was also dis-
cussed during the tea party.

On this occasion, Al-
Hamd Islamic University
President Prof Dr Shakeel
Ahmed Roshan congratu-
lated the newly elected
cabinet, He said that jour-
nalism in Balochistan is rais-
ing its voice for truth and
public interest despite dif-
ficult circumstances.

He said that the new

cabinet is expected to fur-
ther strengthen journalistic
values, impartiality and re-
sponsible reporting.

Dr Shakeel said that
the role of journalists has
become very important in
the current security and
social situation and many
journalists have sacrificed
their lives in the perfor-
mance of their professional
duties, which will always
be remembered.

He added that Al-Hamd
Islamic University is play-
ing a role in the functioning
of educational institutions in
Dasht and Kolpur, in addi-
tion to Quetta. Speaking at
the ceremony, BUJ President
Manzoor Ahmed Rind
thanked the university ad-
ministration and said that
professional training and
awareness of modern tech-

nology have become indis-
pensable to deal with the
challenges being faced by
journalism.

He said that the BUJ
would take practical steps
for the welfare, protection
and enhancement of profes-
sional skills of journalists.

He added that coopera-
tion between educational in-
stitutions and journalistic or-
ganizations would not only
provide better opportunities
to the youth but could also
promote responsible and in-
formed journalism.

On this occasion, on
the proposal of BUJ Presi-
dent Manzoor Ahmed, Al-
Hamd Islamic University
also announced to organize
training sessions on mod-
ern digital journalism for the
journalist community and
youth.

QUETTA (INP): After the
vibrant celebrations of
Basant in Lahore, the festi-
val is now set to reach
Quetta, as the Balochistan
capital prepares to host a
three-day Basant festival
from February 13 to 15 (Fri-
day to Sunday). The official
announcement has sparked
excitement among residents,
with a wave of enthusiasm
sweeping across the city.

Preparations are in full
swing, and markets are bus-
tling with activity. Shops
are stocked with colorful
kites, strings, yellow out-
fits, and other traditional
Basant items. Major com-
mercial areas includ ing
Gard Singh Road, Prince
Road, Alamdar Road, Kasi
Road, Sariab Road, Jaan
Muhammad Road, Sabzal
Road, Nawa Killi, Brewery
Road, Jail Road, Liaquat

Bazaar, and surrounding
neighborhoods are witness-
ing heavy footfall as citi-
zens shop for newly de-
signed kites and festival ac-
cessories.

The skies over Quetta
are expected to soon be
filled with vibrant kites,
while various neighbor-
hoods are organizing cul-
tural programs, music per-
formances, and traditional
festivities to mark the oc-
casion. Residents said that
the festival will help ad-
dress the lack of recreational
opportunities in the city.

Speaking to the media,
local resident Misbah Advo-
cate said that in a city like
Quetta, where daily life pre-
sents numerous challenges,
a festival like Basant would
not only bring joy but also
promote social harmony and
a positive image of the city.

Independent Report
SIBI: The Sibi district ad-
ministration has reinforced
its dedication to account-
able governance by con-
ducting fully transparent
and merit-based tenders for
development projects un-
der BSDI Phase-II.

Tender proceedings
were held in the presence
of government officials, se-
curity personnel, and reg-
istered contractors from the
Public Health Engineering,
Local Government, and
C&W (B&R) departments.
Technical proposals were
carefully evaluated before
financ ial bids were re-
viewed, ensuring that con-

tracts were awarded strictly
to the lowest eligible and
registered government con-
tractors. This process un-
derscored the
administration’s commit-
ment to fairness, efficiency,
and optimal use of public
resources.

Authorities stressed
that no favoritism, external
influence, or unauthorized
interference will be toler-
ated in the awarding of de-
velopment projects. Offi-
cials reaffirmed their dedi-
cation to completing pub-
lic welfare initiatives on
merit, maintaining transpar-
ency throughout all stages
of project allocation.

Independent Report
QUETTA: Commissioner
Quetta Division, Shahzaib
Khan Kakar, has highlighted
the critical role of the miner-
als sector in shaping
Balochistan’s economic fu-
ture, stressing that the prov-
ince will fully leverage its
resources to foster sustain-
able growth in this industry.

Kakar made these re-
marks while chairing a meet-
ing focused on land alloca-
tion for the creation of a
Chamber of Mines in
Quetta. The session was
attended by Deputy Com-
missioner Quetta
Mehrullah Badini, Addi-
tional Commis sioner
Quetta Division Agha
Samiullah, Assistant Com-
missioner (Political) Syed
Kaleemullah, and officials

from relevant departments.
Officials presented

detailed proposals for iden-
tifying and allocating a suit-
able plot of land for the
Chamber, indicating that at
least 25,000 square feet
would be needed in a loca-
tion within the city that is
easily accessible to indus-
try stakeholders. Depart-
ments were tasked with lo-
cating potential sites to ac-
celerate the land allocation
process and ensure the
timely establishment of the
facility.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Shahzaib Khan Kakar de-
scribed the minerals sector
as the backbone of the pro-
vincial economy, empha-
sizing that its development
would generate substantial
employment opportunities.

Independent Report
ZIARAT: Deputy Com-
missioner Ziarat, Abdul
Quddus Achakzai, has re-
affirmed the district
administration’s unwaver-
ing commitment to advanc-
ing education, warning that
negligence in this critical
sector will not be tolerated.

Speaking at a meeting
of the District Education
Group, Achakzai reviewed
reports from all DDOs, in-
cluding District Education
Officer Latifullah Gharshin,
District Officer Education
Abdul Malik, District Of-
ficer Education (Female)

Maimoona, DDO (Female)
Farzana Arb ab, DDO
Naqeebullah Kakar, and
ADO Sanjavi Muhammad
Zaman Dumar, who briefed
the Deputy Commissioner
on the current educational
landscape across the dis-
trict.

During the session,
DC Achakzai instructed
field officers to conduct
daily inspections of exami-
nation centers hosting 9t h

and 10th annual matricula-
tion exams, stressing strict
vigilance to prevent cheat-
ing and maintain full trans-
parency.

Independent Report
NASEERABAD: Co m-
missioner Naseerabad Di-
vision, Saladin Noorzai, has
announced a one-year ex-
tension for doctors and
other medical personnel
across the division to guar-
antee uninterrupted deliv-
ery of healthcare services
to residents.

The decision was fi-
nalized during a meeting of
the Divisional Health
Committee, chaired  by
Commissioner Noorzai in
alignment with the vision
of Chief Minister
Balochistan and directives
from the Chief Secretary.
The session was attended
by Divisional Direc tor

Health Dr. Abdul Manan
Lakhti, along with Deputy
Commissioners and District
Health Officers from all
four districts, connected via
video conference.

A total of 29 positions
received approval for tenure
extension, including 12 Medi-
cal Officers, 6 Lady Medical
Officers, 5 Dental Surgeons,
and 6 Nursing Staff. Com-
missioner Noorzai under-
scored that the Divisional
Health Committee will
strictly adhere to the Gov-
ernment of Balochistan’s di-
rectives, reaffirming the
administration’s commit-
ment to sustaining high-
quality healthcare services
for the public.

QUETTA (APP ): T he
Gwadar Development Au-
thority (GDA) has offi-
cially launched its spring
tree plantation campaign,
reaffirming its commitment
to transforming Gwadar
into an environmentally
friendly and green city.

The initiative was in-
augurated b y Director
General Moin ur Rehman
Khan with a tree-planting
ceremony on Syed Hashmi
Road, where he planted a
sapling to mark the begin-
ning of the drive, said a
news release.

The event was at-
tended by Chief Engineer
Haji Syed Muhammad, Di-
rector Environment Rasool
Bakhsh Baloch, Assistant
Director Environment
Javed Sameen, Environ-
ment Officer Hamal Dashti,

and other officials and staff
members.

Speaking at the cer-
emony, Khan emphasized
that the GDA is prioritiz-
ing measures to make
Gwadar eco-friendly, lush,
and aesthetically appealing.
He announced that thou-
sands o f trees will be
planted across the city un-
der a comprehensive plan
designed to improve envi-
ronmental conditions and
enhance Gwadar’s beauty.

“The development of
Gwadar as a modern and
progress ive city must go
hand in hand with environ-
mental sus tainability,”
Khan stated, highlighting
the importance of urban
greenery in combating cli-
mate challenges and im-
proving residents’  quality
of life.



Past follies
In the aftermath of last
Friday’s brutal bombing tar-
geting an Is lamabad
imambargah, ways to address
the menace of terrorism are
being discussed in both
houses of parliament. While
there has been plenty of mud-
slinging between the treasury
and the opposition on the is-
sue, Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif attempted to go
back in history during
Monday’s National Assembly
session to trace the roots of
the problem. According to him,
today’s  terrorism is  the
“blowback” of “mistakes com-
mitted by dictators in the
past”, referring to the respec-
tive involvement of generals
Zia and Musharraf in Afghani-
stan. The minister also ob-
served that we deny our his-
tory and fail to realise our mis-
takes, while also highlighting
the issue of sectarianism in
society. Meanwhile in the
Senate, there were calls to
summon senior ex-military
men to ascertain how TTP mili-
tants were able to re-enter the
country.

The defence minister’s
prognosis is not wrong, but the
fact is that nearly all govern-
ments, from the Zia era on-
wards, are to blame for our
predicament. Some actively
encouraged non-state armed
actors, while others did not do
enough to rein them in until it
was too late. Ziaul Haq gladly
entered the American war
against the Soviets in Afghani-
stan, with the result that the
experience with the
Mujahideen created the
groundwork for the relation-
ship between the administra-
tion and armed non-state ac-
tors. Post-Afghan jihad, certain
militant groups were promoted
in the hopes of securing re-
gional ‘strategic depth’. Later
a number of them were
banned during Gen
Musharraf’s rule following the
Sept 11 attacks, while many
outfits went rogue and turned
their guns on the state. In fact,
some of those that joined the
banned TTP had once fought
for jihadi groups that had a
working relationship with the
state. The monster of sectari-
anism was similarly unleashed
during Gen Zia’s watch, influ-
enced by events in the Middle
East. We are still unable to
completely neutralise these
groups, particularly their po-
litical and ideological backers.
The results are in front of us
in the shape of the Islamabad
atrocity.

In light of these facts, there
is a need for an open discus-
sion on past mistakes. And the
politicians alone should not be
blamed for these policy mis-
adventures. All pillars of the
state were on board and as the
defence minister himself said,
two military rulers were over-
seeing state policy where the
Afghan file was concerned.
But the purpose of such an
exercise must not merely be
political revenge. It should be
to learn lessons, and apply
these to the current situation
in order to defeat the terror-
ist threat. For the PML-N to
blame the PTI for the resur-
gence of terrorism, and vice
versa, is not a constructive
exercise, and takes the focus
away from the nat ional
counterterrorism effort.

Not a drop to search
Shahzad Sharjeel

Life keeps getting more
complex and guilt-ridden
by the day. As if the car-
bon footprint calculation
was not enough to turn
one into an off-grid her-
mit, now we have the wa-
ter fo o tp rint to  feel
guilty about. I hereby de-
clare you ‘guilty’, dear
reader, of all the charges I
am framing against all of
us in this piece.

Ask me how much
water I consume in a day,
and I will start with the
few glasses I drink, then
quickly move on to the
litres  used for washing
and bathing. Push a bit
more, and I will confess
to being an obsessive car
washer. Some of us would
mention the ‘green patch’
in the house that must be
watered year-round. Push
harder still, and we will
grud gingly d ivid e the
3,000 to 7,000 litres of
water needed to produce
each pair of denim by the
period we own them to
arrive at a daily average.
Since I am terrible at men-
tal math,  I  will do  all
these calculations on my
smartphone to determine
how much water eac h
listed activity costs. In
doing so, data centres glo-
bally will consume 0.26
millilitres,  ab o ut five
drops of water, for each
search. Mind you, this
data on water consump-
tion p ertains to regular
web  s earc hes;  AI
searches consume more
water.

It took a media out-
let to take the Oregon city
government to court to
obtain data on the water
used to cool the Google
data centre. In 2021, the
search giant used about
12.4 billion litres of wa-
ter in the US alone. In
2023, it used 23bn litres
worldwide. WHO guide-
lines recommend 50 to
100 litres o f water per
person to meet drinking,
c o o king,  and  hygiene
needs under normal cir-
cumstances. However, in

a p os t-disaster o r hu-
manitarian crisis,  15 litres
per person is the mini-
mum required to meet ba-
sic needs.

To fully grasp how
much we are all contrib-
uting to water stress, par-
t icularly owing to our
web  wanderlust,  let  us
consider that Google is
not the only search engine
in the world. Microsoft’s
internal projections esti-
mate that , in 2030, the
water required to cool its
100 data centres will be
28b n litres .  To  make
things even more com-
plex, the data centres use
water both physically and
virtually. While the usage
in the physical sense, ie,
water used to cool the
data-processing centres
at these facilities, is one
meas ure,  virtual usage
pertains to the water used
by their electricity pro-
viders to cool their pro-
duction plants.

Before we jump to
condemn the tech billion-
aires for destroying the
world’s ecology in their
quest  fo r private gain,
let’s consider the fact that
we are as much part of the
problem as we are benefi-
ciaries  of these techno-
logical developments. It is
amusing to watch devel-
oping countries lay all the
blame for global warming
at the doorstep of the de-
veloped North.

The argument goes
something like this: ‘It is
the North that burned all
the coal and oil in its pur-
suit of capitalist greed;
we,  the South, are not
even industrialised yet.’
To buy into this simplis-
tic logic, one would have
to discount all the ben-
efits of advancements we
have derived since the In-
d us trial Revo lutio n.
While developing coun-
tries may no t have re-
leased greenhouse gases
into the atmosphere, they
have benefited from ev-
erything that  res ulted
from the North’s ‘greed’,
from jet engines to search
engines to diagnosis and

The Epstein effect
Mahir Ali

At a stretch, the ructions
ro iling Br itain’s ruling
Labour Party could par-
tially be attributed to a dead
butterfly mirac ulously
flapping its wings halfway
across the planet. After all,
the dep arture o f Keir
Starmer’s chief of staff
Morgan McSweeney is the
consequence of
McSweeney’s close rela-
tions with Peter
Mandelson.

The latter left his post
as ambassador to the US
last year after details in
documents related to the
influential American
paedophile Jeffrey Epstein
made Mandelson’s position
untenable. More revelations
have led him to resign from
the House of Lords and the
Labour Party, whose for-
tunes he was determined to
guide in an increasingly re-
actionary direction. He was
reluctantly sacked twice
from Tony Blair’s cabinet,
but re-employed by Gor-
don Brown.

After Jeremy Corbyn
unexpectedly was elected
Labour leader by an over-
whelming majority of the
party’s membership,
Mandelson dedicated him-
self to undermining the
lately neoliberal
organisation’s relapse into
social democracy. He re-
doubled his efforts after
Labour’s vote in the 2017
poll shot up to 40 per cent,
denying the Tories a major-
ity. The ludicrous moral
panic over ‘antisemitism’
was redoubled, amid efforts
to undermine the Labour
leadership’s relatively pro-
gressive agenda.

The efforts, backed
by a Blairite majority in the
parliamentary party, paid
off. Yet, in the humiliating
defeat Labour purportedly
suffered in 2019, it received
substantially more support
than in the Starmer ‘land-
slide’ of 2024, based on less
than 34pc of the popular
vote. The incumbent prime
minister’s record unpopu-
larity is then not surpris-

ing, but he has exacerbated
it by pursuing socioeco-
nomic policies far removed
from the neo-Corbynite
agenda he laid out when
seeking the leadership.

This duplicity, too,
can be traced to
McSweeney, who was fol-
lowing the directions of
Mandelson. McSweeney is
often erroneously described
as Starmer’s consiglieri. In
fact, it was McSweeney
who, presumably under
Mandelso n’s guidance,
picked Starmer as the ideal
candidate to ingratiate him-
self with Corbyn and his
allies , then pretend he
would continue to pursue
the soc ial-demo cratic
agenda, and eventually be-
tray every ideal he purport-
edly stood for, while ban-
ishing from the party as
many outsp oken oppo-
nents of Israel’s genocidal
tendencies as possible. The
victims included not only
Corbyn but also many anti-
Zionist Jews.

Had Ep stein been
alive, he would no doubt
have applauded. His links
with Israel, Mossad and
Ehud Barak in particular
have b een widely
publicised. His network of
contacts (or customers)
ranged from the UAE, Saudi
Arabia and India to various
European c ountries.
Norway’s crown princess
is under sc rutiny, and
former French minister Jack
Lang has been humiliated.
Yet neither Lang nor Indian
tycoon Anil Ambani, and
perhaps not even Emirati
DP Wo rld CEO Sultan
Ahmed bin Sulayem appear
to have formed the kind of
relationship with Epstein
that Mandelson did.

Given he was  an
American, Epstein’s clos-
est contacts were in the US,
ranging fro m Do nald
Trump to other politicians,
CEOs and a bunch of aca-
demics that included Larry
Summers and , less
expected ly, No am
Chomsky. The latter’s ex-
tended engagement with a
convicted paedophile is
particularly depressing,

and his wife’s apologia
comes across as just an-
other co ver-up .
Chomsky’s reputation as
a polemicist has thrived on
lending a sceptical ear to
official pronouncements at
ho me and abroad. F or
someone with a sharply
questioning mind to be
taken in by a convicted
criminal, no matter how
well-connected or rich,
suggests idiocy rather than
naiveté. Kno wing what
they stood for, why on
earth was Chomsky so ea-
ger to establish contacts
with Barak or S teve
Bannon?

In Britain, the
Ma--n-delson affair is ar-
guab ly s eco nd ary to
Epstein’s disturbing rela-
tionship  with Andrew
Mo untb atten-Wind s o r
and his wife, with King
Charles declaring he would
cooperate fully with the
police, and his heir singing
from a similar hymn book.
Yet the likelihood of the
former prince Andrew be-
ing imprisoned for statu-
tory rape remains dim.

That reflects the im-
punity that all too many
of Epstein’s admiring as-
sociates continue to count
up on. His vic tims  —
mostly in their teens, and
some even younger — tend
to get short shrift. Most
of the p red ators with
whom he shared his pas-
sion for underage ‘discov-
eries’ remains undimin-
ished, despite the emerg-
ing evidence. It remains to
be s een how s wiftly
Starmer might follow some
of his closest colleagues,
even though much of the
UK media considers it only
a matter of time. Even if he
goes, though, there’s no
guarantee his replacement
will be any better.

Furthermore, the fact
that impunity might be
limited in the UK does not
nec essarily imp ly that
Epstein’s tentacles  will
hinder the continued pur-
suit of power and pelf any-
where else in a world in-
creasingly unhinged from
empathy and reality.

Epstein’s creepy world

Exiting IMF: change incentives

Zahid Hussain
More than three million
files related to disgraced
financier and convicted
paedophile Jeffrey Epstein
have recently been released
by the US Department of
Justice. The files shed light
on the intersection of sex,
power and money prima-
rily in the politics of the US
and some Western coun-
tries. The list of Epstein’s
contacts pertaining to the
US includes two presi-
dents, politicians, business
tycoons and intellectuals of
all ideological shades.

Although some of the
names were already known,
the latest files provide new
details  about Eps tein’s
shady netwo rk that ex-
tended to many countries,
involving top politicians
and even members of royal
families. The exchange of
lurid messages between
Epstein and his high-profile
and politically influential
contacts exposes the moral
and financial corruption en-
trenched in the political sys-
tem and among the influen-
tial elite of the West. Some
of the files detailing the ‘wild
parties’ at Epstein’s various
mansions read like passages
from the novels of Harold

Robbins, featuring wealth,
power, and sex. The framed
photo s displayed at
Epstein’s Manhattan man-
sion and those found in files
show his relationships with
presidents, kings and even a
Nobel Prize-winning scien-
tist. Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman also
figures in one of the pictures,
and reportedly Fidel Castro
and Pope John Paul II do so
as well, indicating Epstein’s
wide circ le of contacts
among powerful people
across the world.

A most shocking dis-
closure was his apparently
close friendship with re-
nowned left-wing thinker
and autho r No am
Chomsky, as detailed in the
recently released files. There
may be no evidence of per-
sonal familiarity beyond
social gatherings, yet sev-
eral questions remain. The
files show that Epstein
once sought advice from
Chomsky over what he
called the “putrid” media
coverage of sex trafficking
allegations against him.

A convicted sex of-
fender, Jeffrey Epstein,
who died by suicide in a
New York prison in 2019
while awaiting trial for sex
trafficking charges, report-
edly had a close association

Nadeem ul Haque |
Shahid Kardar

In our article of Jan 28,
2026, we had highlighted
the importance of fixing
energy and the tax regime,
both major constraints on
our growth potential, for
Pakistan to break its depen-
dence on the IMF. Now we
turn to other parts of the
ec onomy ob structing
progress on the same goal.

A structural issue re-
sponsible for perpetuating
Pakistan’s dependence on
the IMF is its failure to con-
trol expenditure. Spending
routinely outpaces rev-
enues not because the state
invests productively but
because it lacks discipline
over what it creates and
consumes. At both federal
and provincial levels, ex-
penditures have spiralled
via salary increases far ex-
ceeding inflation for the
civil, judicial and military
bureaucracies alongside ex-
panding vehic le fleets,
luxury housing, plush of-
fices, overseas junkets and
discretionary budgets, of-
ten without mandates, sun-
set clauses or performance
tests.

The federal and pro-
vincial governments  are
huge employment bureaus.

Even after the 18th Amend-
ment, Islamabad has re-
tained over 40 divisions and
400 attached departments,
with a combined employee
strength of 1.2 million.
Moreover, creating new
departments , authorities
and special units, with full
secretariats and perks, has
become too easy; trimming
by almost two-thirds is
needed, alongside an imme-
diate hiring freeze. Bureau-
cratic and political resis-
tance preserve positions of
authority.

SOEs are another fis-
cal sinkhole. Accumulated
losses have crossed Rs6 tril-
lion, growing by nearly a
trillion annually, despite
repeated bailouts through
grants and equity injections.
Most can’t be privatised,
either because the purpose
for their establishment has
become red und ant or
they’re not commercially
viable. They must be liqui-
dated. Continuing to prop
them up is a direct subsidy
to irrelevancy and ineffi-
ciency financed through
debt.

PSDP compounds the
pro blem. Projec ts are
rushed for political visibil-
ity, cost-benefit analysis is
perfunctory, feasibility is
weak and future operating
costs ignored. The result is

half-finis hed  pro jects,
mounting liabilities and fi-
nancial gaps filled through
debt or inflation. We must
impose a hard brake on new
PSDP starts, complete only
high-return projects, write
off sunk costs on low pri-
ority projects and redirect
sp ending towards the
economy’s ‘software’, i.e.,
education, basic health,
courts, regulation, enforce-
ment and trade facilitation.

Trade policy is the si-
lent enabler of the crisis, and
sustains IMF dependence.
Pakistan remains poorly
integrated into global value
chains; it’s viewed as a pe-
ripheral supplier rather than
a reliable, scalable partner.
We safeguard and sustain
inefficient constituencies of
incumbents and entrenched
special interests behind tar-
iffs and non-tariff barriers
— SROs, subsidised in-
puts, guaranteed returns,
discretionary walls and bail-
outs. Exporters bear this
cost through expensive in-
puts, an overvalued ex-
change rate, delayed re-
funds and policy uncer-
tainty, leading to a narrow
export base and chronic for-
eign exchange shortages.
This anti-export bias func-
tions as a subsidy to rent-
seekers financed through
IMF borrowing.

Exp ort-led growth
does not emerge by decla-
ration. It requires simplified
tariffs, elimination of dis-
cretion, competitive ex-
change rate and a genuine
zero-rated regime with au-
tomatic refunds. Competi-
tion must replace lobbying.
Exiting IMF dependence
also requires forsaking the
comfort of a closed, man-
aged economy and creating
opportunities for growth by
embracing open, competi-
tive markets. Protection and
controls, which also facili-
tate cartel formation, have
not pro duced national
champions. They have ce-
mented inefficiency, re-
warded lobbying, made
businesses habituated to the
pursuit of protection rather
than developing their capac-
ity to compete, resulting in
the misallocation of capital.

It is competition and
not protection that is the
only reliable disciplining
device for firms, regulators
and policymakers. Produc-
tivity growth is undermined
by insulating inefficient
producers while imposing
heavy taxes on technology-
enabling inputs. In con-
trast, open markets and low
taxation of technological
instruments enhance pro-
ductivity, efficiency, facili-
tate scale and mitigate the

structural distortions that
trigger balance-of-p ay-
ments crises.

A central lesson is that
the government must exit
price-setting altogether.
Fixing prices administra-
tively replaces information
with discretion, resulting in
shortages, misallocations
and rent-seeking. Prices are
signals. Suppressing them
simply delays costs, which
reappear as inflation, debt
or IMF programmes. If en-
try remains blocked, even
these reforms will fail.
Pakistan’s most powerful
growth killer is the
gatekeeper state. Licences,
NOCs, inspections and
permissions administered
by over 100 regulatory
agencies create a toll
econo my where access
matters more than produc-
tivity.

A genuine regulatory
guillotine is one of the fast-
est, lowest-cost ways to
reduce cost of doing busi-
ness and raise growth. Pa-
kistan doesn’t lack entre-
preneurs; it lacks firms that
are allowed to become large,
productive, and export-ori-
ented. The central aim of
eco nomic  policy must,
therefore, be to promote
acceleration of investment
and enable firms to grow,
list and integrate with glo-

bal markets. Listed compa-
nies  matter. They bring
transparency, governance,
long-term capital and pro-
ductivity spillovers  that
informal or protected firms
cannot. Growth driven by
scale, formality, and con-
tract certainty is the only
durable path to stability.
This is why judicial reform
is macroeconomic reform.
Contracts that take decades
to enforce repel investment
regardless of vision state-
ments. Predictable, time-
bound commercial justice is
indispensable to invest-
ment.

The perks system lies
at the heart of our dysfunc-
tion. Incentives shift from
performance to rent extrac-
tion when compensation is
delivered through houses,
plots, cars and protocol
rather than trans parent
pay. Bureaucrats stop
optimising the system and
start optimising access to
these privileges. Capital
gets locked in prime land
and elite enclaves instead of
circulating through markets.

Finally, credibility re-
quires rules . Pakistan’s
stop-go cycles stem from
discretion masquerading as
flexibility as seen in defend-
the-rupee episodes, off-
bud get guarantees and
abrupt reversals.

treatment of all manner
of diseases.

The next time you
are told to work smarter
and put AI to use to com-
plete one inane task or
another, think hard if you
can put your natural in-
telligence to use before
resorting to AI.

On July 14 this year,
Pakistan signed an MoU
with SC Financial Tech-
nologies, a crypto-based
financial platform affili-
ated  with the Trump
family’s World Liberty,
to  integrate its  bitco in
into a regulated d igital
payments structure,  al-
lo wing it  to  o p erate
alongside Pakistan’s own
digital currency mecha-
nism.  As P akistan
in---tegrates crypto--cur-

renc y and  b itco in
p a--y--ments  into  its
ec--o-nomy, it should be
noted that a single bitcoin
trans action can use as
much as 16,000 litres of
water, enough to fill a
backyard swimming pool.
The largest bitcoin min-
ing centres are currently
located in the US  and
Kazakhs tan; China
banned bitcoin mining in
2021. According to esti-
mates ,  the b itco in
indus try’s  water co n-
s umption in 2021 was
eq uivalent to that o f
660,000 Olymp ic-sized
pools. The 2023 annual
water fo otprint  o f the
bitcoin industry was es-
timated  at 2.2b n cubic
metres.

We have all heard the
folklore about a king dy-
ing of thirst in a desert;
when as ked  ab out the
value of his kingdom, he
is said to have replied, “A
glass of water.” In today’s
context, it would come
down to a few internet
searches.

It’s a good thing I
chose to do this piece in
the winter, as the search
engines  dep lo yed  to
gather d ata must have
used up my shower quota
for a couple of days. No
compromise on the car
wash, though.

with President Donald
Trump and former presi-
dent Bill Clinton. The docu-
ments suggest that both re-
ceived favours from the dis-
graced financier.

Epstein, who was ac-
cused of sexually exploiting
underage girls, had boasted
about having a close relation-
ship with Trump, who fre-
quented his wild parties. In
a 2002 interview with New
York Magazine, Trump said
he had known Epstein for
15 years, since the 1980s.
There are several photos and
video s of Trump and
Epstein at various events in
the early 1990s. While
Trump maintained he had
cut ties with Epstein long
ago, his name reportedly
appears hundreds of times
in the latest files. The sex
offender had also maintained
ties  with Trump’s inner
circ le, including Steve
Bannon, the White House’s
right-wing chief strategist
during Trump’s first presi-
dency, indicating Epstein’s
access to the power centre
of the world’s most power-
ful nation.

Bannon later fell out
with T rump . P erhaps
Trump’s close ties with
Epstein may have been the
reason for his
administration’s reluctance

to release the entire file. The
Justice Department finally
released the explosive files
under pressure from Con-
gress. Epstein’s apparently
close association with Bill
Clinton began in the early
1990s. During Clinton’s
presidency, Epstein made
multiple visits to the White
House and maintained ties
with the president’s asso-
ciates. After leaving office,
Clinton reportedly trav-
elled on Epstein’s private
jet on several occasions for
charitable trips.

Eps tein’s o wn life
story, from modest origins
to extreme wealth, speaks
volumes about his remark-
able ability to connect with
those in powerful positions.
A university dropout who
was sacked from his first
job as a private school
teacher primarily due to
“poor job performance”, he
became a top financier and
a billionaire within a few
years. His connection,
through one of his students,
with a partner at Bear
Stearns gave him a stepping
stone to fortune. He estab-
lished his own company
and managed the invest-
ment portfolios of some of
America’s wealthiest busi-
ness tycoons. He himself
acquired properties across

the world, including a ranch
in New Mexico, a mansion
in Palm Beach and a 40-
room mansion in Manhat-
tan where he entertained
celebrities, politicians, busi-
ness tycoons and royalty.

The new set of mes-
sages released recently re-
veals the staggering range of
his social network and the
web of sexual abusers he had
built. Even widespread alle-
gations of sexually abusing
underage girls and his con-
viction on charges of solici-
tation of prostitution with
a minor in 2008 didn’t af-
fect his connections with
influential figures across the
US and outside. He was
awarded just a 13-month jail
sentence in 2008. He was
later arrested in 2019 on
charges of sex trafficking.
The latest files have shaken
British royalty and UK
Prime Minister Keir
Starmer’s government. The
documents provide exten-
sive details about Epstein’s
close association with Prince
Andrew. Some of the emails
exchanged between the two
go back to 2011, after
Epstein’s 2008 conviction.
There are some pictures of
Andrew in a compromising
setting, presumably at one
of Epstein’s mansions. Per-
haps the most damning rev-

elation pertains to Peter
Mandelson, a former cabi-
net minister who also
served as Britain’s ambas-
sador to Washington. He
was sacked a few months
ago due to his friendship
with Epstein, who report-
edly paid a huge sum of
money to him in return for
information regarding the
fiscal decisions of the Brit-
ish government. He resigned
from the Labour Party over
his association with
Epstein. Epstein’s links
with Israel’s intelligence
agencies are also clearer
from the recently released
files. The documents have
revealed d etails of
Epstein’s interactions with
former Israeli prime minis-
ter Ehud Barak and his
funding of Israeli groups,
including Friends of the Is-
raeli Defence Forces, as well
as his ties to members of
Israel’s overseas intelligence
services. The entire Epstein
episode exposes the hypoc-
risy of those in the West
who espouse the high moral
ground yet maintain con-
nections with a depraved
sex criminal. He may be
dead but the impact of the
documents revealing his
vast web of connections
continues to jolt America
and other countries.
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Members of Tehreek-e-Baidari-e-Ummat-e-
Mustafa (SAWW) protest in favor of Iran Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and against US
President Donald Trump in Karachi.

HYDERABAD: Information Commissioner Noor
Muhammad Dayo addressing during workshop on
“Right to Information Act- Reporting Tool” organized
by Hyderabad Union of Journalists at Press Club.

Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif opens Khelta Punjab Pink
Games 2026 at Punjab Stadium in Lahore.

PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhw
Faisal Karim Kundi in a meeting with Opposition
Leader Dr. Ibadullah Khan at Governor House.

Peoples Party Sindh President Nisar Ahmed Khuhro addresses media at
Peoples Secretariat in Hyderabad.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning, Development and Special Ini-
tiatives Ahsan Iqbal, addressing the closing ceremony of the three-day Lead-
ership Excellence Workshop organized by the Pakistan Institute of Develop-
ment Economics (PIDE) .

LAHORE: Provincial Minister for Health and Chairman Cabinet Committee for Law and order Khawaja
Salman Rafique presides over the meeting to review law and order situation.

CM announces Punjab’s first
Sports City in 2027, expands

Pink Games to tehsil level

High level meeting reviews
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s

overall security situation

Governor Kundi distributes
Pakistan National Awards to
40 distinguished individuals

KP CM inaugurates
Bara Bypass Road

Murad applauds success of
Feb polio drive, overall admin
coverage stood at 100 per cent

Govt committed to empowering
youth through jobs, skills
development: Mashhood

Governor KP, Opposition
leader discuss law & order,

political stability in KP

Resolution of public
issues PML-N govt’s

top priority: Ch Tanveer

JI Shura voices concern
over political crisis, calls

for national consensus

Over 10,000 children receive
free heart surgeries under
CM’s program: Minister

Governor Kundi
condemns attack
on police convoy

in DI Khan
PESHAWAR (APP): Gov-
ernor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Faisal Karim Kundi on
Wednesday expressed deep
sorrow and strong condem-
nation over the attack on a
police convoy in Paharpur,
district Dera Ismail Khan.
The Governor sought a de-
tailed report on the incident
and termed the attack on
DSP Hafiz Adnan and other
police officers as highly
tragic and condemnable.

He expressed grief over
the martyrdom of SHO
Panyala Faheem Mumtaz
and other personnel, saying
the brave sons of Dera Po-
lice embraced martyrdom
while protecting the coun-
try and its people. Gover-
nor Kundi directed the au-
thorities concerned to en-
sure the best possible medi-
cal treatment for the injured
DSP Hafiz Adnan and other
wounded officials. He also
prayed for the speedy re-
covery of the injured offic-
ers and reaffirmed that the
sacrifices of police person-
nel would not go in vain.

Interior Minister
inquires health

of injured
soldiers

P ES HAWAR (AP P ):
Federal Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi visited the
headquarters of the Fed-
eral Constabulary( FC)
and inquired after injured
s o ld iers  Ad nan and
Imtiaz, who are under
treatment at the FC hos-
pital.

Soldiers Adnan and
Imtiaz were injured while
foiling an attack by Fitna
al-Khawarij.

PA Speaker
stresses unity,
constitutional

supremacy
LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Assembly (PA) Speaker
Malik Muhammad Ahmad
Khan has stressed that unity,
discipline and supremacy of
the Constitution are impera-
tive for stability and
progress . Addressing the
18th Annual Nazria-e-Paki-
stan Conference, here on
Wednesday, he said that the
thoughts and principles of
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad
Ali Jinnah continue to pro-
vide guidance in the prevail-
ing political and national
challenges.

The speaker said that
despite political differences,
Quaid-e-Azam always priori-
tized national unity and con-
sidered state discipline the
foundation of a stable polity.
He strongly condemned the
recent terrorist incident in
Islamabad, observing that in
the wake of such acts, na-
tional cohesion and the writ
of the state become indis-
pensable. The speaker said
political stability in the coun-
try hinges on adherence to the
Constitution, rule of law and
democratic values. Referring
to the vision of Quaid-e-
Azam, he maintained that ex-
tremism and violence could
only be countered through
strong state institutions and
effective governance.

PES HAWAR (INP): A
high-level meeting was held
at Corp s Headquarters
Peshawar to review the
overall security situation of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The
meeting was attended by
the Federal Minister for
Interior, the Chief Minis-
ter of Khyb er
Pakhtunkhwa, the National
Security Adviser, the Corps
Commander Peshawar, as
well as senior civil and mili-
tary officials.

According to sources,
the political and military
leadership agreed to move
in one unified direction in
the fight against terrorism.

Chief Minister Sohail
Afridi’s meeting with Inte-
rior Minister Mohsin Naqvi
and other stakeholders was
cordial. The chief minister
and cabinet members also
had lunch at the Corps
Headquarters.

During the meeting on
law and order, tr ibutes

were paid to civilians and
security personnel who
were martyred in incidents
of terrorism.

It was decided in the
meeting that PSL (Pakistan
Super League) matches
scheduled for this year will
be held in Peshawar.

The meeting decided
that the p rovincial
government’s administra-
tive system will be imme-
diately implemented as a
model in the Malakand Di-
vision under the supervi-
sion of the provincial po-
lice and other provincial in-
stitutions. Subsequently,
this successful model will
be implemented in phases
in the affected districts of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, par-
ticularly Khyber, Orakzai,
and Kurram. It was decided
to form a special sub-com-
mittee under the chairman-
ship of the Chief Minister to
ensure effective monitoring
of all development projects

launched in these districts and
to review any military op-
erations. The committee will
hold review meetings on a
monthly basis.

This special sub-com-
mittee, headed by the Chief
Minister, will include
elected public representa-
tives, the Corp s Co m-
mander Pes hawar, the
Chief Secretary, the Inspec-
tor General of Police, pro-
vincial officials, as well as
representatives of federal
institutions.

The meeting decided
that, in addition to moni-
toring governance and de-
velopment projects in these
districts, the special sub-
committee will create op-
portunities for alternative
employment to ensure sus-
tainable income for the lo-
cal population. It will also
make effective arrange-
ments to address the issues
of temporarily displaced
persons.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minis ter Maryam
Nawaz Sharif on Wednes-
day announced the launch
of the pro vince’s  first
Sports City in 2027 and
declared that the Khelta
Punjab Pink Games would
be expanded to the tehsil
level across the province to
promote women’s partici-
pation in sports.

Addressing the inau-
guration ceremony of the
Khelta Punjab Pink Games
2026 at Punjab Stadium,
Nishtar Park Sports Com-
plex, she also announced
Rs20 million in prize
money for participating
athletes and directed au-
thorities to ensure proper
arrangements for accommo-
dation, meals and care of
women players.

Terming female ath-

letes the “Super Daughters
of Super Punjab,” the chief
minister appreciated Pro-
vincial Minister for Sports
Faisal Khokhar, the secre-
tary, DG Sports and the
entire team for successfully
organizing the event. She
said women were capable
of leading a country, prov-
ince and ministries, adding
that merit and talent had no
gender. “A woman can fight
a war, fly an aircraft and
serve as chief minister, and
can give men tough compe-
tition,” she remarked.

Encouraging young
girls, she said, “The land is
yours, the sky is yours,
move forward and prove
yourselves,” noting that
women were excelling in
boxing, cricket, football,
swimming and athletics
while fulfilling responsibili-

ties at home. More than
3,000 athletes from across
Punjab participated in the
Pink Games after qualifying
at the tehsil level. The chief
minister announced that the
games would further be ex-
panded to the union council
level in future.

She said the govern-
ment was taking practical
steps to revive spo rts
ground s and p romo te
healthy activities among
youth, shift ing children
from mobile screens to
playing fields. Construc-
tion work on the Sports
City would begin this year,
she added. Declaring 2026
as the “Year of Youth,”
Maryam Nawaz Sharif said
providing opportunities
for progress and happiness
to the people of Punjab
was her responsibility.

PESHAWAR (APP): Gov-
ernor Khyb er
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi on Wednesday held
a meeting with Opposition
Leader in the Khyb er
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly,
Dr Ibadullah Khan, at the
Governor’s House.

During the meeting,
they discussed the overall
law and order situation in
the province, issues of

good governance and the
prevailing political scenario.

Both leaders agreed to
enhance contacts to pro-
mote stability and political
harmony in the province.

They also exchanged
views on the current eco-
nomic and social challenges
being faced by the province
and emphasized the need
for coordinated efforts to
address them effectively.

PESHAWAR (APP): Gov-
ernor Khyb er
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi distributed Pakistan
National Awards among 40
distinguished individuals in
recognition of their out-
standing services in various
fields at a ceremony held at
Governor House here on
Wednesday.

The “Pakistan Na-
tional Awards Show” was
organized by the Federal
Youth Parliament and at-
tended by Leader of the
Opposition in the KP As-
sembly Dr. Ibadullah, U.S.
Consul General Thomas
Eckert, women members of
the provincial assembly,
President of Federal Youth
Parliament Salahudd in,
Chairman Ab rar Khalji,
General Secretary Saqib Ali,
members of the Youth Par-
liament from across the
country, social figures,
youth leaders, and repre-
sentatives from different
walks of life.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Governor Kundi ap-
preciated the Federal Youth
Parliament for honoring
personalities who have ren-
dered valuable services to
the country. He lauded the
organization’s efforts in
promoting positive activi-
ties among youth and
strengthening the message
of peace.

Dr. Ibadullah lauded
the organizers for success-
fully hosting the Pakistan
National Awards Show at
the Governor House.

He apprec iated the
Federal Youth Parliament
for recognizing the services
of outstanding individuals
from across the country.

He said such initia-
tives encourage merit, dedi-
cation, and a spirit of ser-
vice among the youth. He
also commended the lead-
ership of the Youth Parlia-
ment for promoting posi-
tive engagement and na-
tional harmony.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Health Minister Khawaja
Salman Rafique has said
that the Chief Minister’s
Children’s Heart Surgery
Program has emerged as a
landmark initiative to save
the precious lives of inno-
cent children suffering from
congenital heart diseases.

He stated that more
than 10,000 children have
so far undergone com-
pletely free heart surgeries
under the program, with
the Punjab go vernment
spending billions of rupees
to ensure life-saving treat-
ment for deserving families.

The minister was
chairing a meeting at the
Punjab Health Initiative
Management Comp any
(PHIMC) on Wednesday to
review progress on the
Chief Minister’s Children’s
Heart Surgery Program.

During the meeting, officials
gave a detailed briefing on
the program’s performance,
facilities being provided to
patients, monitoring
mechanisms, service deliv-
ery standards, and future
targets.

Khawaja Salman
Rafique said that Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif has laid special em-
phasis on maintaining
transparency, improving
service quality, and
strengthening monitoring
systems to ensure maximum
convenience for patients
and their families. He di-
rected the concerned de-
partments and empaneled
hospitals to further en-
hance the quality of treat-
ment, minimize waiting
lists, and provide compre-
hensive guidance to par-
ents.

PESHAWAR (INP): Chief
Minister (CM) Khyb er
Pakhtunkhwa, Sohaib
Afridi, on Wednesday inau-
gurated the Bara Bypass
Road, marking a significant
step toward resolving long-
standing traffic congestion
issues in the area.

According to an offi-
cial briefing, the Bara By-
pass Road is 7 kilometers
long and includes a 152-
meter-long bridge.

The total cost of the
project is Rs 1.32 billion,
out of which Rs 1.21 bil-
lion has already been spent.

The project has been
completed to improve re-
gional connectivity and fa-
cilitate smoother transpor-
tation.

Speaking on the occa-

sion, the CM said the by-
pass road would signifi-
cantly reduce traffic pres-
sure in Bara Bazaar and
nearby residential areas.

He added that the
project would also promote
local trade and boost eco-
nomic activities by improv-
ing access and mobility.

Earlier, the CM also
inaugurated a special nutri-
tion facility for mothers and
children at the District
Headquarters (DHQ) Hos-
pital in Khyber district.

During the inaugura-
tion ceremony in Jamrud,
Sohaib Afridi stated that the
fac ility wo uld provide
screening, diagnosis, and
treatment services for mal-
nourished women and chil-
dren.

RAWALPINDI (APP): Se-
nior P akis tan Muslim
League-N leader Chaudhry
Tanveer Khan on Wednes-
day said resolution of pub-
lic issues was the PML-N
government’s foremost pri-
ority and it was taking con-
crete steps to ensure timely
completion of development
projects aimed at public
welfare.

He said a wide range
of development schemes
were being implemented at
local and national levels to
provide basic facilities at the

doorsteps of citizens.
He expressed these

views while speaking to a
delegation from Chaklala
Scheme-III that called on
him. The delegation in-
cluded Patron of Qadir
Bakhsh Rajput Welfare As-
soc iation Muhammad
Shafiq, General Secretary
Raja Nadeem Iqbal and
Chaudhry Muhammad
Akbar, among others.

The d elegation ap-
prised him of various civic
problems being faced by
residents of the area.

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah has expressed sat-
isfaction over the high cov-
erage achieved during the
first National Immunisation
Days (NIDs) of 2026, not-
ing that overall administra-
tive coverage stood at 100
per cent, while house-to-
house coverage remained
strong at 99 per cent across
the province.

The Provincial Emer-
gency Operations Centre
(PEOC) presented a de-
tailed report on the provin-
cial anti-polio campaign
conducted from February 2
to 8, 2026, at the Chief
Minister’s  Ho use on
Wednesday.

Despite these encour-
aging figures, the report
identified approximately
237,216 “still-missed” chil-

dren (2.6 per cent), prima-
rily in the Karachi and
Hyderabad divisions. In re-
sponse, the Chief Minister
issued fresh directives to
ensure that no child is left
vulnerable to the virus.

“Eradicating polio re-
quires a joint effort by par-
ents, society, the media, and
the government. If we all
work together, we can save
our children from paralysis
and secure a healthier future
for Pakistan,” the chief min-
ister said. He added that
elimination of polio was our
national duty, and the Sindh
government is taking all nec-
essary measures to achieve
this goal.”

The CM said, “The
data clearly show that po-
lio is under control, but the
virus is still present, and
complacency can reverse

these gains.” He added that
it was a cause of shame for
us that there were only two
countries in the wo rld
where this disease could be
found - Afghanistan and
Pakistan. Vaccination is the
only way to get rid of it.

Murad Shah directed
health departments to in-
tensify outreach in urban
centres like Karachi and
Hyderabad to reach the re-
maining missed children. He
instructed the Provincial
Emergency Operations
Centre (PEOC) to
prioritise follow-up activi-
ties for “zero-dose” chil-
dren to strengthen their im-
munity. Deputy Commis-
sioners were told to main-
tain active monitoring at the
union council level to ad-
dress any localised gaps in
coverage.

Independent Report
LAHORE: The Central
Majlis-e-Shura of Jamaat-
e-Islami Pakistan has ex-
pressed grave concern over
the country’s worsening
political, constitutional,
economic, and security cri-
ses, warning that laws and
administrative measures in
contradiction with the Con-
stitution, Quran, and
Sunnah are distorting
Pakistan’s ideological iden-
tity.

In a unanimous ly
adopted resolution at its
meeting in Lahore, the Shura
stated that persistent po-
litical instability has be-
come the root cause of
growing disorder across all
spheres of life. It con-
demned the erosion of con-
stitutional governance, de-
nial of democratic rights,
manipulation of elections,
and the continued absence
of empowered local govern-
ment systems, calling these
developments serious con-
stitutional violations.

The Shura highlighted
the deteriorating security
situation, particularly the
surge in terrorist incidents
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,

Balochistan, and
Islamabad, including recent
suicide attacks. It said that
repeated acts of terrorism,
worsening law and order,
and ineffective governance
have left citizens insecure,
while economic hardships,
unemployment, suicides,
crime, and drug abuse are
rapidly increasing.

Criticising economic
mismanagement, the Shura
described corruption, inter-
est-based financial prac-
tices, wasteful expenditure,
and misuse of public re-
sources as “cancer” for the
national economy. It urged
a shift toward a self-reliant,
corruption-free, and inter-
est-free economic system in
line with Islamic principles,
with the support of the
Federal Shariat Court.

The Shura strongly
condemned alleged electoral
engineering during the 2024
general elections, describing
the manipulation of results
through Form-47 as a dan-
gerous precedent that under-
mines public trust and na-
tional stability. It called for
transparent, impartial elec-
tions and a fully empowered
Election Commission.

LAHORE (APP): Prime
Minister ’s Youth
Programme Chairman Rana
Mashhood Ahmad Khan on
Wednesday said the govern-
ment was taking compre-
hensive measures to provide
dignified employment to
the young and enable them
to become self-reliant.

He expressed these
views while addressing a
ceremony held in Gulshan-
e-Ravi for the distribution
of relief goods among de-
serving people with the
support of the United Arab
Emirates (UAE).

Rana Mashhood said
that under the leadership of
Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif, the Youth
Programme was being fur-
ther strengthened to equip
young people with world-
class education and modern
skills. He said serving the
people of his constituency
remained his top priority.
He added that Pakistan was
observing its first-ever AI
Week, which would open
new avenues for the youth

in the field of emerging tech-
nologies.

Despite ec onomic
challenges, he said, the
country’s situation was
improving day by day, and
the government was ex-
panding partnerships with
friendly countries to create
more opportunities for edu-
cation, training and em-
ployment for youth. He
said that under the prudent
leadership of prime minis-
ter, Pakistan was achieving
diplomatic successes, the
economy was moving in the
right direction and the in-
ternational community
viewed Pakistan with re-
spect. He said the era of
darkness had ended and the
country was moving to-
wards progress and pros-
perity. Owing to the good
governance of Chief Min-
is ter Maryam Nawaz,
Lahore was witnessing a
new phase of development
and prosperity after two
decades, while the province
was advancing rapidly on
the path of growth.
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A joint delegation of the Economic- Pakistan American Council and the United
Muslim American Association meeting with Deputy Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar in Islamabad.

HYDERABAD: A farmer manually spreads fertil-
izer in a field at Tando Jam area.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan and Cham
Nimul, Minister of Commerce of the Kingdom of Cambodia, exchange signed
copies of the Joint Statement following the 2nd Pakistan-Cambodia Joint
Trade Committee (JTC) meeting, reaffirming their commitment to enhanced
bilateral trade and institutional cooperation.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Board of Investment (BOI), Qaiser Ahmed
Sheikh, meets with a KYAN delegation from Saudi Arabia.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, holding a meeting with a delegation of
Gobi Partners led by Thomas Tsao, Chairman, at the Finance Division.

Minister assures Saudi investors
of Pakistan’s full support

PSX stays
bullish, gains
896 points to

close at
183,049 points
IS LAMABAD (APP ):
The benchmark KSE-100
Index of the Pakistan Stock
Exc hange (P SX) on
Wednesday witnessed bull-
ish trend, gaining 896.25
points, a positive change of
0.49 percent, to close at
183,049.81 points com-
pared to 182,153.55 points
on the previous trading day,
according to PSX data.

During the session, the
ready market recorded a
trading volume of 734.671
million shares with a traded
value of Rs 35.393 billion,
against 1,062.309 million
shares valuing Rs 37.883
billion in the previous ses-
sion. Market capitalization
increased to Rs 20.710 tril-
lion from Rs 20.634 trillion
a day earlier.

SECP facilitates landmark
foreign direct investment in
Pakistan’s insurance sector

Net metering reform shields
1.3% vulnerable consumers

from added costs, Rana

FPCCI president urges
extension of tax exemptions

for FATA/PATA industry

Pakistan, Cambodia vow to
deepen cooperation at 2nd JTC

FinMin highlights venture capital
support, innovation priorities in

meeting with Gobi Partners

Gold prices
surge by
Rs2,300
per tola

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Gold prices witnessed a sig-
nificant increase in the lo-
cal market on Wednesday,
as the price of 24-karat gold
per tola surged by Rs2,300
to settle at Rs528,562, ac-
cording to the All Pakistan
Sarafa Gems and Jewellers
Association.

Likewise, the price of
10 grams of 24-karat gold
ros e by Rs1,972 to
Rs453,156, while the price
of 10 grams of 22-karat gold
increased by Rs1,808 to
Rs415,408. In the interna-
tional market, the price of
gold gained $23 to reach
$5,058 per ounce.

Rupee gains
01 paisa
against

US Dollar
IS LAMABAD (APP ):
The Rupee on Wednesday
appreciated by 01 paisa
against the US Dollar in in-
terbank trading and closed
at Rs 279.66 compared to
the previous day’s closing
at Rs279.67.

Ac cord ing to the
Forex Association of Paki-
stan (FAP), the buying and
selling rates of the Dollar in
the open market were re-
corded at Rs 280.55 and Rs
282.2, respectively.

The price of the Euro
increased by Rs 0.20 to
close at Rs 333.23 from the
previous day’s close of Rs
333.02, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP).

The Japanese Yen
went up by 03 paisa and
closed at Rs 1.82, whereas
the exchange rate of the Brit-
ish Pound witnessed an in-
crease of Rs 10.11 and
closed at Rs 382.42 com-
pared to the previous day’s
Rs 382.31. The exchange
rate of the Emirates Dirham
and the Saudi Riyal came
down by 01 paisa each to
close at Rs 76.13 and Rs
74.56, respectively.

SSCI holds
ceremony

SIALKOT (APP): Presi-
dent Women Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
Sialkot (WCCIS) Dr
Mariam Siddiqa  along with
other members, attended an
honorary dinner hosted by
the Sialkot Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(SCCI).

The event was orga-
nized to pay tribute to lead-
ing businessmen who re-
ceived the prestigious Top
Exporter Award from the
prime minister.

The ceremony recog-
nized prominent exporters
for their exceptional contri-
butions to strengthening
Pakistan’s export sector and
promoting the country’s
economy at the global level.

SBP Governor says:

Pakistan’s economy
to grow as 4.75pc in
current fiscal year

Pakistan, KSA discuss for
expanding trade, investment,
regional market cooperation

China, Pakistan to
advance livestock tech

transfer and joint R&D

Farmers in Punjab turn
to broccoli cultivation

as demand rises

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan and Cambodia, at the
Second Joint Trade Com-
mittee (JTC) meeting here
on Wednesday, reviewed
progress since their inaugu-
ral session held in Phnom
Penh and agreed to deepen
cooperation across trade,
investment and multiple
priority sectors while ex-
ploring a preferential trade
framework and enhanced
business-to-business en-
gagement.

Federal Minister for
Commerc e Jam Kamal
Khan co-chaired the second
meeting of the committee
with Minister of Commerce
of the Kingdom of Cambo-
dia, Cham Nimul.

The meeting formally
adopted its agenda, re-
viewed the outcomes of the
senior officials’ meeting, and
concluded with the signing
of the Joint Statement and
the witnessing of an agree-
ment between the Trade
Promotion Organizations
(TPOs) of the two coun-
tries.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Jam Kamal Khan em-
phasized that the JTC
serves as a structured and
effective platform to re-
view progress, address chal-

lenges, and identify new
avenues for cooperation.

He noted encouraging
growth in bilateral trade
while highlighting signifi-
cant untapped potential in
market access, investment,
and sectoral collaboration.
He reaffirmed Pakistan’s
commitment to advancing
discussions toward a Pref-
erential Trade Agreement
(PTA) to enhance market
access and diversify trade
baskets.

The meeting reviewed
progress since the first JTC
held in Phnom Penh on
January 21, 2025, where
both sides had agreed to in-
stitutionalize trade dialogue
and explore a PTA frame-
work.

Building on that foun-
dation, the Second JTC fo-
cused on enhancing coop-
eration in priority sectors.

Pakistan highlighted
export potential in rice,
pharmaceuticals, textiles,
and agricultural products,
while Cambodia identified
opportunities in cassava,
cashew nuts, footwear, and
rub ber prod ucts . Bo th
sides agreed to facilitate di-
rect engagement between
their business communities
to translate these

complementarities into
concrete trade flows.

On investment,
Pakistan’s Board of Invest-
ment presented opportuni-
ties in energy, IT, tourism,
and infrastructure, posi-
tioning Pakistan as a gate-
way to Central Asia. Cam-
bodia outlined the advan-
tages under its new Invest-
ment Law and Special Eco-
nomic Zones (SEZs), pro-
posing Cambodia as a stra-
tegic production base for
Pakistani enterprises seek-
ing access to ASEAN and
RCEP markets.

The two sides agreed
on advancing cooperation
across multiple sectors, in-
cluding agriculture through
the establishment of a tech-
nical working group; avia-
tion through nomination of
focal persons toward an Air
Services Agreement; double
taxation avoidance through
exchange of focal points;
health cooperation through
propos ed MoUs; stan-
dards and conformity as-
sessment; non-bank finan-
cial sector collaboration;
ICT cooperation in digital
transfo rmation,  AI and
cyber security; and labor
and vocational training ex-
changes.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Minister for Finance and
Revenue S enator
Muhammad Aurangzeb on
Wednesday underscored
the government’s commit-
ment to  strengthening
Pakistan’s venture capital
and innovation landscape as
part of a broader strategy
to promote private sector-
led growth, deepen finan-
cial markets and support
technology-driven eco-
nomic diversification.

The minister held a
meeting with a delegation of
Gobi Partners led by Chair-
man Thomas Tsao, long
with Managing P artner

Naiel Ikram and  Invest-
ment As sociate Abraiz
Abdullah, said a news re-
lease.

Welcoming the delega-
tion, the minister appreci-
ated Gobi Partners’ inter-
est in Pakistan’s venture
capital ecosystem and ac-
knowledged the firm’s pres-
ence across Asia.

He underscored the
government’s commitment
to strengthening Pakistan’s
venture capital and innova-
tion landscape as part of its
broader strategy to pro-
mote private sector-led
growth, deepen financial
markets, and support tech-

nology-driven economic di-
versification.

He emphasized that
access to risk capital is
critical for the scaling
startup entrepreneurial
landscape, fostering inno-
vation, and generating sus-
tainable employment op-
portunities.

The delegation
briefed the minister on
Gobi’s regional footprint
and its investments in Pa-
kistan through Techxila
Fund I, launched in 2020,
which has s up po rted
startups across fintech, e-
commerce, and digital in-
frastructure.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Securities and Exchange
Commission of Pakistan
(SECP) has approved the
acquisition of a controlling
stake in TPL Insurance Lim-
ited by Jazz International
Holding Limited.

This partnership be-
tween a digital insurer and
a major digital operator is
expected to increase insur-
ance penetration and for-
eign investment, said a
press release issued by the
SECP on Wednesday. The
SECP’s facilitation of this
deal aligns with the goals to
foster a transparent, effi-
cient, and investor-friendly

environment that encour-
ages both domestic and for-
eign investment.

As part of its commit-
ment to market develop-
ment, the SECP is actively
implementing structural re-
forms, including the re-
cently introduced regula-
tory framework for digital-
only insurers and
microinsurers. By vetting
this acquisition for adher-
ence to sound corporate
governance and prudent
management standards, the
Commission is paving the
way for further innovation
in financial services and
products.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Sensing a lucrative oppor-
tunity, progressive farmers
in Punjab are increasingly
turning to broccoli cultiva-
tion, as the demand for the
vegetable rises among up-
per-income consumers.

Although broccoli re-
mains a niche crop com-
pared to traditional veg-
etables such as cauliflower
and cabbage, it is now
widely available at major
supermarkets, specialized
vegetab le o utlets, and
online platforms.

Currently, broccoli is
being cultivated on the out-
skirts of major cities, par-
ticularly Lahore, as well as
in Sheikhupura, Kas ur,
Sahiwal, and Pakpattan dis-
tricts.

“This is a profitable
crop. There is a strong de-
mand for broccoli in Lahore,

Islamabad, and Karachi,”
said Pir Mehmoud Chishti,
a broccoli grower from vil-
lage Tibba Sherkot in
Pakpattan district.

Talking to Wealth Pa-
kistan, Chishti noted that
despite attractive prices,
growers face uncertainty
due to an underdeveloped
marketing network for the
exotic vegetable.

“The retail price of
broccoli ranges between
Rs400 and Rs700 per 500
grams, which is signifi-
cantly higher than cauli-
flower or cabbage,” he said.

However, he added
that imported seed remains
the highest cost in broccoli
cultivation. Marketing also
poses a major challenge for
growers. Because broccoli
is unfamiliar to the general
public, its market is limited,
Chishti explained.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Prime Minister’s Coordina-
tor Rana Ehsan Afzal on
Wednesday said the revised
solar net metering policy is
aimed at preventing addi-
tional costs from being
passed on to the remaining
1.3% of consumers, par-
ticularly low-inco me
households, while maintain-
ing a reasonable three-year
payback period for solar in-
vestors.

While speaking to a
local media channel, Prime
Minister ’s Coo rdinator
Rana Ehsan Afzal explained
that the revised solar net
metering policy was de-
signed to balance supply
and demand, a principle
followed by energy regula-
tors globally.

He emphasized that
the policy ensures long-
term stability of the power
system while promoting re-
newable energy growth.

Responding to a query
about consumers’ concerns,
he highlighted that the re-
forms protect around 1.3%
of vulnerable consumers
from additional costs, par-
ticularly low-inco me
households.

He also noted that so-
lar investors would con-
tinue to benefit from a rea-
sonable three-year payback
period, which the govern-
ment considers fair and sus-
tainable.

Addressing questions
about DISCOs, Rana Ehsan
Afzal said that work is un-
derway and signific ant
changes are expected within
the next couple of months.

He added that three
privatization initiatives are
on the way, underlining the
government’s commitment
to improving efficiency,
transparency and service
delivery in the power sec-
tor.

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: The Presi-
dent of the Federation of
Pakistan Chamb ers of
Commerce and Industry
(F PCCI), Atif Ikram
Sheikh, has stated that the
is sues  fac ing Khyb er
Pakhtunkhwa (KP), par-
ticularly the merged tribal
districts, are critical and re-
quire immediate interven-
tion alongside the imple-

mentation of “Good Gov-
ernance.”

He made these re-
marks while presiding over
a high-level meeting at the
FPCCI President’s Secre-
tariat in Islamabad. The
meeting was attended by a
high-profile delegation of
parliamentarians and indus-
trialists, including:

Haji Ghulam
Ali,Former Governor KP,
Senator Hidayatullah and

Senator Dilawar Khan,
James Iqbal Member of
National As semb ly,
Ghazanfar Bilour Former
President FPCCI, Karim
Aziz Malik Chairman
FPCCI Capital Office,
Malik Sohail Hussain
Chairman Coordination,
Cap ital Office,  Sho aib
Khan Group Lead er,
Malakand Chamber, Lali
Shah Group Leader, Bajaur

Chamber, No or Alam
Badshah President, Lower
Dir Chamber,    Iftikhar
Khan Chief Executive, Taj
Group.

During the session,
traders and industrialists
fro m the tribal regions
briefed the President on the
severe economic crisis,
business closures, and the
challenges posed by various
taxes and the Regional Tax
Office (RTO) Peshawar.

KARACHI (INP): The
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) Governor expects
the country’s economy to
grow as much as 4.75pc in
the current fiscal year, sig-
naling a broader recovery
than the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) forecast.

In written comments
to Reuters, the governor
emphasized that the eco-
nomic rebound is more
widespread and durable
than export figures alone
suggest.

The SBP raised its
FY26 growth projection to
3.75–4.75%, up 0.5 per-
centage points from its pre-
vious range, despite a con-
traction in exports during
the first half of the year and
a widening trade deficit.

He said differences in
projections are common,
often reflecting timing is-

sues, including the IMF’s
consideration of flood-re-
lated impacts in its latest
assessment. “All indica-
tors, along with Q1 FY26
data, point to a broad-based
recovery across all three
sectors of the economy,” he
added, noting that agricul-
ture has remained resilient
and even exceeded targets
despite last year’s floods.

The governor high-
lighted that financial condi-
tions have eased signifi-
cantly after a cumulative
1,150-basis-point reduction
in the policy rate since June
2024.

The SBP last month
held the benchmark rate at
10.5%, despite expecta-
tions of a cut. This accom-
modative policy is sup-
porting growth while main-
taining price and economic
stability.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Federal Minister for Com-
merce Jam Kamal Khan
held a comprehensive meet-
ing with Ibrahim Al-
Mubarak, Assistant Minis-
ter of Investment of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
to review and advance bi-
lateral cooperation in trade,
investment, and joint en-
gagement in regional mar-
kets.

T he meeting re-
flec ted s trong c onver-
gence of views on adopt-
ing an investment-led and
p artners hip -b ased  ap -
proach to economic coop-
eration. Both sides em-
phasized the importance
of enhancing competitive-
ness, scaling up produc-
tion, and  strengthening
value c hains to  unlock

Pakistan’s export poten-
tial and meet growing re-
gional demand
sustainably,said a release
issued here on Wednesday.

A key focus of the dis-
cussion was the joint explo-
ration of regional markets,
particularly Central Asia,
Africa, and ASEAN, iden-
tified as high-growth re-
gions offering significant
opportunities for collabo-
ration.

The two sides agreed
that Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia, by leveraging their
respective strengths, can
pos itio n themselves  as
complementary partners—
combining Pakistan’s pro-
duction capabilities with
Saudi Arabia’s capital
strength, market access,
and regional connectivity.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Minister for Board of In-
ves tment (BOI) Qaiser
Ahmed Sheikh on Wednes-
day assured the Saudi del-
egation that the BOI would
extend full facilitation and
support, including arrang-
ing meetings with the wider
business community and
organizing visits to Special
Economic Zones (SEZs).

He was talking to a
delegation from Kyan,
Saudi Arabia, which visited
Pakistan to participate in
the “Indus AI Week” orga-
nized by the Ministry of
Information Technology
and Telecommunication

(MoITT), said a news re-
lease.

Welcoming the delega-
tion, the minister high-
lighted the longstanding
brotherly relations between
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia
and emphasized the impor-
tance of further strengthen-
ing economic and invest-
ment cooperation between
the two countries.

The Kyan delegation
expressed keen interest in
exploring investment op-
portunities in Pakistan, par-
ticularly in the sectors of
energy, mining, information
technology, agriculture, and
livestock.

The delegation shared
proposals for various po-
tential projects with an es-
timated minimum invest-
ment of USD 200 million
for each project and also
conveyed their interest in
bringing additional Saudi
investors to Pakistan.

Qaiser Sheikh said
that he fully understands
investors’ perspectives and
requirements.  He empha-
sized that Pakistan offers
immense opportunities for
joint ventures and strategic
partnerships. With a popu-
lation of over 250 million,
Pakistan represents a large
and dynamic market.

BEIJING (APP): Recently,
substantive cooperation
outcomes have b een
achieved between Jinan
Animal Husbandry Indus-
try Craftsman College and
Pakistani counterparts af-
ter a visit to Pakistan from
January 19 to 24, held in
conjunction with the 2026
China-Pakistan Agriculture
Investment Conference.
The collaboration injects
new impetus into bilateral
livestock industry develop-
ment, aligning with the ad-
vancement of China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) 2.0.

During the visit, two
key cooperation documents
were signed to solidify con-
sensus, the College revealed.
It inked a Framework Agree-
ment on Industrial and Tech-

nological Cooperation and
Talent Training with Pak-
China Joint Chamber of
Co mmerce & Industry
(PCJCCI), to jointly estab-
lis h the China-Pakis tan
Animal Husbandry and
Veterinary Industry Tech-
nology Cooperation Cen-
ter, which will undertake
technological R&D, stan-
dard-setting and custom-
ized talent training.

A Memorandum of
Understanding was also
signed with GO DAIRY
Private Limited, focusing
on the transfer of sheep in
vitro fertilization and dairy
cow breeding technologies,
alongside tailored solutions
and on-site expert guidance
to address the enterprise’s
breeding bottlenecks, CEN
reported.
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UNICEF says more than 200 mln
children need humanitarian aid in 2026

Ramaphosa, Putin discuss
return of South African
fighters from Ukraine

Iran’s president
apologizes over
crackdown as
nation marks
1979 Islamic
Revolution
anniversary
Monitoring Desk

DUBAI: Iran’s president
apologized on Wednesday
to “all those affected” by
the nationwide protest and
bloody crackdown that fol-
lowed it. President Masoud
Pezeshkian also denounced
unspecified “Western pro-
paganda” surrounding the
protests.

Pezeshkian said he
knew the “great sorrow”
felt by people in the pro-
tests and crackdown, with-
out directly acknowledging
the hand Iranian security
forces had in the bloodshed.

“We are ashamed be-
fore the people, and we are
obligated to assist all those
who were harmed in these
incidents,” Pezeshkian said.

Trump now says
10 aircraft shot down

during Pak-India conflict

At least 9 dead in Madagascar
as Tropical Cyclone Gezani
hits the Indian Ocean island

Russian strike
on Ukraine kills
four, including
toddlers: official
KYIV (AFP/APP): A Rus-
sian drone strike on the
Ukrainian c ity of
Bogodukhiv killed three
children and their father, an
official said on Wednesday.

Two one-year-o ld
boys and a two-year-old girl
died as a result of an enemy
strike on a “private residen-
tial house” in the eastern
city that sits close to
Russia’s border, the re-
gional prosecutor’s office
said on Wednesday.

A 34-year-old man,
identified by prosecutors as
the children’s father, who
was also in the house died
from his wounds.

“As a result of the
strike, the house was com-
pletely des troyed and
caught fire, and the family
was  trapped  und er the
rubble,” prosecutors said in
a statement posted on Tele-
gram. A woman, identified
by pros ecutors as the
children’s mother who is
eight months pregnant.

Macron urges Europe
to start acting like

global power

Thailand’s progressive
party moves

backwards in polls

Allies rebuke Israel over
West Bank ‘capture’

More American women
holding multiple jobs

as high costs sting

Russia thinks it can outsmart the
US during Ukraine peace talks, a
European intelligence chief says

Monitoring Desk
WAS HING TON: US
President Donald Trump
has now raised the tally of
aircraft shot down during
the May 2025 conflict be-
tween Pakistan and India to
10.

The latest remarks by
the US president came dur-
ing an interview with Fox
Business, which was aired
on Wednesday.

The host was praising
Trump’s “recip rocity
policy” in trade and using
tariffs for that when the US
president chimed in: “And
that’s being very nice and
gentle. Look, I settled eight
wars. Out of the eight wars,
at least six were settled be-
cause of tariffs.”

Monitoring Desk
LONDON: Russian offi-
cials have no desire to halt
Russia’s almost 4-year-old
invasion of neighboring
Ukraine and think they can
“outsmart” the United
States during talks with
Washington about how to
end the war, a senior Euro-
pean intelligence official told
The Associated Press.

Kaupo Rosin, the
head of Estonia’s foreign
intelligence service, said
Moscow is playing for time
in the talks with Washing-
ton and “there is absolutely
no discussion about how to
really cooperate with the
US in a meaningful way.”

Rosin, who spoke at
an online briefing with re-
porters ahead of the publi-
cation of Estonia’s annual
security report on Tues-
day, said the findings were
based on intelligence his
co untry gathered from
“Russian internal discus-
sions.” He did not elabo-
rate on how the informa-
tion was obtained.

Russian officials have
publicly insisted they want
a negotiated deal, but they
show little willingness to
compromise and remain
adamant their demands

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: A day
after the eight-member
Muslim bloc condemned il-
legal Israeli measures to an-
nex the West Bank, several
Western nations — includ-
ing staunch ally the United
States — have come out
against Tel Aviv’s move to
tighten its grip over the oc-
cupied Palestinian territory.

The Israeli security
cabinet had voted on Mon-
day to allow Jew-ish set-
tlers to buy West Bank land
dir-e-ctly, and to extend
greater control over areas
where the Palestinian Au-
thority exercises power.

“ As  the p resid ent
has clearly stated, he does
not support Israel annex-
ing the Wes t Bank,” a
Tru-mp  adminis tration
official said.

“A stable West Bank
keeps Isr-ael secure and is
in line with this
administration’s goal to
achieve peace,” the official
said, when asked about the
Israeli actions.

UN Secretary-General

BANGKOK (AFP/APP):
Thailand’s progressive
People’s Party came
first in the last election
and was leading opinion
surveys before this
weekend’s vote, but
took a beating at the
ballot box, raising ques-
tions over the popular-
ity of its reform agenda.

Expectations were
high ahead of Sunday’s
poll but the party ended
up a distant second,
according to preliminary
results, which show it
losing nearly five million
votes in the party list
ballot compared with
2023.

The conservative
Bhumjaithai party of in-
cumbent Prime Minis-
ter Anutin Charnvirakul
came first this time.

Analysts say
Bhumjaithai’s national-
ist tub-thumping won
over voters in the wake
of a border conflict with

Cambodia last year, it
was more effective on
the ground and also
built better local alli-
ances.

But more funda-
mentally, the
progressives’ electoral
failure has disap-
pointed backers hungry
for change in the con-
servative kingdom.

“I was hoping the
People’s Party would
win more votes,” de-
spondent supporter
Naruedon Srikaew, 29,
said at party headquar-
ters on election night.

“I’m still hopeful
the country can reform
itself,” he added, “but I
think the majority may
feel they are not ready
yet”.

Rounds of fighting
with Cambodia in July
and December killed
scores of people on both
sides and displaced
more than a million.

Monitoring Desk
J O H A N NE S B U R G /
NAIROBI: Sou-th African
Pres ident Cyril
Ramaphosa held talks on
Tues day with Rus sian
counterpart Vladimir Putin
on returning South Afri-
cans lured into fighting for
Russian forces in Ukraine,
his office said.

The South African
government said in Novem-
ber it had received “dis-
tress calls” from 17 men
who were trapped in the
epicentre of the fighting in
Ukraine’s Donbas region
after being tricked into join-
ing mercenary forces.

WASHINGTON (AF P/
APP): Cindy Dionicio is a
waitress, a saleswoman and
a cleaner—sometimes all in
the same day. Like her,
nearly nine million US
workers hold multiple jobs,
squeezed by high costs of
living.

On short video plat-
form TikTok, the 26-year-
old Delaware resident’s de-
pictions of her busy days
receive tens of thousands of
views or more.

Twice a week, “I wake
up at 3:30 am, I head to
work by four at Dunkin’
Donuts,” she recounts.

After a three-hour
shift, she drops her son off
at school before occasion-

Monitoring Desk
ANTANANARIVO: At
least nine people died in the
Indian Ocean island of
Madagascar after Tropical
Cyclone Gezani made land-
fall, unleashing winds in ex-
cess of 195 kph (121 mph),
authorities said Wednesday.

Madagascar’s weather
service issued red alerts for
several regions, warning of
possible floods and land-
slides as Gezani moves
across the largely poor
country of 31 million
people.

The National Office
for Ris k and  Disas ter
Management said at least
nine people have died due
to building collapses and
at least 19 have been in-
jured.

The cyclone made
landfall in the eastern city
of Toamasina, the island’s
main port, which sustained
severe damage, residents

told The Associated Press.
Madagascar President

Michael Randrianirina, who
took power in a military
coup in October, visited
Toamasina to survey dam-
age and meet residents, ac-
cording to videos posted on
the Facebook page of the
president’s office.

“It’s d evas tation.
Roofs have been blown
away, walls have collapsed,
power poles  are down,
trees have been uprooted.
It looks like a catastrophic
landscape,” Toamasina resi-
dent Michel, who gave only
his  firs t  name, said  by
phone.

Gezani was forecast to
move across Madagascar
from east to west on
Wednesday, though the sys-
tem had weakened to a
tropical storm with wind
speeds of around 110 kph
(68 mph), according to the
national weather service.

10 killed in Canada mass
shooting that targeted

school, residence

Germany
criticizes Israel’s
West Bank plan

as step to ‘de
facto annexation’

Monitoring Desk
BER LIN: Germany o n
Wednesday criticized Is-
raeli plans to tighten con-
trol o ver the oc cupied
West Bank as “a further
step toward de facto an-
nexation,” as international
anger mounts  over the
move.

“Israel remains an oc-
c up ying p ower in the
West Bank, and as an oc-
cupying power it is a vio-
lation of international law
to build settlements , in-
cluding transferring certain
administrative functions
to civilian Israeli authori-
ties,” a German foreign
ministry spokesman said
in Berlin.

Iran says it will not
negotiate over its

missile capabilities
Monitoring Desk

TEHRAN: Iran’s missile
capabil ities are its red
line and are not a sub-
ject to be negotiated, an
adviser to Iran’s supreme
leader said on Wednes-
day, as  Tehran and
Washington eye a new
round of talks to avert
conflict.

US and Iranian dip-
lomats held indirect talks
last week in Oman, amid
a regional naval buildup
by the US thr eatening
Iran.

“The Islamic
republic’s missile capa-
bili ties are non-nego-
tiable,” Ali Shamkhani
said, according to state
media, while appearing in
a march commemorating
the 47th anniversary of
the Islamic Revolution.

Washington has
long sought to exte nd

HAMILTON (AA/APP):
The UN Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) said more than
200 million children in over
130 countries will require
humanitarian assistance in
2026 — one of the most se-
vere global crises facing chil-
dren. Speaking at the first
regular session of the
UNICEF executive board,
the agency’s chief, Catherine
Russell, said the scale and
complexity of challenges con-
fronting children worldwide
are intensifying as conflicts,
climate shocks, economic in-
stability and inequality con-
tinue to deepen.

“The humanitarian
situation facing children to-
day is among the most se-
vere we have ever seen,”
Russell said, adding that
“more than 200 million chil-
dren across over 130 coun-
tries need humanitarian as-
sistance in 2026.” Russell
said the global environment
for children has become in-
creasingly difficult, with
pressures mounting on
families and communities as
needs grow and resources
shrink. “To say that we are
meeting at a moment of sig-
nificant transition, for the
world, for the multilateral

TORONTO (AFP/APP):
A shooter killed ten people
and injured dozens more at
a secondary school and resi-
dence in a remote part of
western Canada on Tues-
day, before the suspect
took their own life.

The killings occurred
in Tumbler Ridge, British
Columbia, a picturesque
mountain valley town in
the foothills of the Rockies.

A total of 27 people
were wounded, including
two with serious injuries
and 25 who suffered non-
life-threatening injuries, the
Royal Canadian Mounted
Police said in a statement.

Canadian media have
reported that the shooter
was female, but the RCMP
declined to provide any de-
tails on the suspect’s iden-
tity in a press conference
on Tuesday.

Prime Minister Mark
Carney said he was “dev-

Anto-nio Guterres warned
that this decision was erod-
ing the prospect for a two-
state solution.

He reiterated that all
Israeli settlements in the
occupied West Bank, in-
cluding East Jerusalem, and
their associated regime and
infrastructure, have no le-
gal validity and constitute
a flagrant violation of inter-
national law, including rel-
evant UN resolutions.

Such actions, including
Israel’s continued presence
in the occu-pied Palestin-
ian territory, are not only
destabilising but also un-
lawful as recalled by the
Inter-national Court of Jus-
tice, a statement issued by
the UN chief said.

France also co n-
demned the Israeli security
cabinet’s decisions aimed at
expanding Israel’s control
over the West Bank, calling
the move “contrary to in-
ternational law and
represent[ing] a dangerous
challenge to the Oslo Ac-
cords and the Hebron Pro-
tocol”.

must be met.
US-brokered talks be-

tween envoys from Russia
and  Ukraine in recent
weeks have been described
by officials from both sides
as constructive and posi-
tive, but there has been no
sign of any progress on key
issues in the discussions.

Rus sian President
Vladimir Putin, “in his
head, still thinks that he can
actually militarily win (in
Ukraine) at some point,”
Rosin said.

A White House offi-
cial responded to the Esto-
nian intelligence chief’s
comments and said the
president’s negotiators had
made “ tremendo us
progress” on the talks to
end the war in Ukraine. Al-
though prisoner exchanges
have happened sporadically
since May, they pointed in
particular to a recent agree-
ment in Abu Dhabi among
the US, Ukraine and Rus-
sia to release more than 300
prisoners.

That agreement was
evidence that efforts to end
the war are advancing, said
the official, who was
granted anonymity because
they did not have permis-
sion to speak publicly.

talks on Iran’s nuclear
capabilities to cover its
missi le programme as
well.

Iran has said it is
prepared to discuss
curbs on i ts nuclear
programme in return for
the li fting of sanctions,
but has repeatedly ruled
out linking the issue to
other questions, includ-
ing missiles.

Israel’s Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu
is expected to use a meet-
ing with Trump in Wash-
ington on Wednesday
to push for any US-Iran
deal to include limita-
tions on Tehran’s mis-
siles.

On Sunday, Ir an’s
Foreign Minister Abbas
Araqchi said Tehran’s
missile programme had
never been part of the
talks’ agenda.

Monitoring Desk
PARIS: Europe should
brace for more moments of
US hostility, French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron has
warned, and should treat
what he called the
“Greenland moment” as a
wake-up call to push
through long-delayed re-
forms to strengthen the
bloc’s global power. In an
interview with several Eu-
ropean newspapers, the
French leader said the Eu-
ropean Union should not
mistake a lull in tensions
with Washington for a last-
ing shift despite a pause in
US threats over Greenland,
trade and technology.

Macron urged EU
leaders to use a summit in a
Belgian castle this week to
inject fresh energy into eco-
nomic reforms to bolster
the bloc’s competitiveness
and strengthen its ability to
stand up to China and the

United States on the world
stage. When there’s a clear
act of aggression, I think
what we should do isn’t
bow down or try to reach a
settlement,” Macron told
Le Monde, the Financial
Times and other newspa-
pers in comments pub-
lished on Tuesday.

“We’ve tried that strat-
egy for months. Its not work-
ing, Macron said the Trump
administration was being
“openly anti-European” and
seeking the EU’s “dismember-
ment”. He said he anticipated
further tensions with the
Trump administration, includ-
ing over Europe’s regulation of
digital technology. “The US
will, in the coming months
that’s certain attack us over
digital regulation,” Macron
added, warning of potential US
import tariffs from US Presi-
dent Donald Trump should the
EU use its Digital Services Act
to control tech companies.

system, and for UNICEF is
quite an understatement,”
she said. “In the last year,
we have seen challenges to
the future of the multilateral
system, to the value and ef-
fectiveness of international
aid, and ultimately to the
world’s collective responsi-
bility to care for those most
in need, especially children.”
Warning that decades of
progress in child survival are
now at risk of being reversed,
she noted that “2025 could
be the first year this century
where child deaths will have
increased, reversing genera-
tions of progress.”

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian has insisted that his nation is ‘not
seeking nuclear weapons’ during a speech commemorating the 47th anni-
versary of the Islamic Revolution in Tehran.

ally picking up a sales shift
at a store of luxury brand
Tory Burch.

“I go to my shift at
Tory Burch from 9 am to 1
pm, I come home, I pick up
my son fro m sc hool,”
Dionicio adds.

Depend ing on the
day, she sometimes also
cleans a dental office from
5 pm to 7 pm.

On top of that, she
sells cleaning services for
homes and vacation rentals,
and is starting to receive
income as a social media
influencer.

She told AFP that she
does not regret giving up her
full-time job to juggle mul-
tiple gigs.

astated” by the “horrific
acts of violence” and an-
nounced he was suspend-
ing plans to travel to the
Munich Security Confer-
ence on Wednesday, where
he had been set to hold talks
with allies on transatlantic
defence readiness.

Police said an alert was
iss ued about an active
shooter at Tumbler Ridge
Secondary School on Tues-
day afternoon.

As police searched the
school, they found six
people shot dead. A seventh
person with a gunshot
wound died en route to hos-
pital. Separately, police
found two more bodies at a
residence in Tumbler Ridge.

The residence is “be-
lieved to be connected to
the incident,” police said.

At the school, “an in-
dividual believed to be the
shooter was also found de-
ceased with what appears

Spanish PM
vows justice,
defends rail
safety after

deadly accidents
MADR ID (AFP /APP ):
Spanish Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez vowed
Wednesday that jus tice
would be done following
two train accidents that
claimed 47 lives last
month, and insisted the
country’s rail system “is
safe”.

The back-to-back di-
sasters in January shocked
the country and  raised
doubts about the safety of
train travel in Spain, which
boasts the world’s second-
largest high-speed network
after China.

“The entire state is
doing—and will continue
to do—everything possible
to support the injured and
the victims’ families, clarify
the causes of the accident,
and, if necessary, ensure
justice is done,” Sanchez
told parliament.

Spain’s rail system “is
not perfect, but it is safe”,
the Socialist premier added,
vowing to take all neces-
sary measures to prevent
similar tragedies in the fu-
ture.

Shock hit the rail sec-
tor after a collision between
two high-speed trains in the
southern region of
Andalusia on January 18
resulted in the death of 46
people—one of Europe’s
deadliest such disasters this
century.

Two days later, a com-
muter train in the Barcelona
region ploughed into the
rubble of a collapsed wall,
killing the driver and injur-
ing dozens.

“ P r e s i d e n t
Ramaphosa and President
Putin pledged their sup-
port to the process of re-
turning Sou-th Africans
fighting alongside
Russ -i-an forces in
Ukraine,” the president’s
office said in a statement.

“In this regard, teams
from both sides will con-
tinue their engagements to-
wards the finalisation of
this  p ro cess, ” it s aid.
Ukraine’s foreign minister
said  in Novemb er that
more than 1,400 citizens
from 36 African countries
had been identified among
the Russian ranks.

HEBRON: Armed Israeli settlers walk near the settlement of Abraham Avino
in this Israeli-occupied West Bank city.

Participants walk behind a banner as they take part in a march in Beaumont-
sur-Oise, north-east of Paris.

Norway’s Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Store and Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas adress the press after a meeting in Oslo.

Trump then explained:
“In other words, I said, ‘if
you don’t settle this war,
I’m gonna charge you tar-
iffs because I don’t wanna
see people getting killed.’
And they said, ‘no, what
does this have to do with
it?’ I said, ‘you’re gonna be
charged.’”

“Like India and Paki-
stan would’ve been a
nuclear war in my opinion.
They were really going at
it. Ten planes  were shot
down. They were going at
it,” he added.

Over the p ast 10
months, the US president
has stated numerous times
that aircraft were shot down
during the conflict — albeit
without specifying whose.

to be a self?inflicted injury,”
police said.

In a statement, the
municipality of Tumbler
Ridge said: “There are no
words sufficient for the
heartbreak our community
is experiencing tonight.”

Tumbler Ridge stu-
dent Darian Quist told the
public broadcaster CBC
that he was in his mechan-
ics class when there was an
announc ement that the
school was in lockdown.

He said that initially
he “didn’t think anything
was going on,” but started
receiving “disturbing” pho-
tos about the carnage at the
school. “It set in what was
happening,” Quist said.

He said he stayed in
lockdown for more than
two  hours until police
stormed in, ordering every-
one to put their hands up
before escorting them out
of the school.
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QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti chairing a review
meeting on progress regarding proposed insurance policy for treatment of
government employees, measures related to rehabilitation of Civil & Bolan
Medical Complex Hospitals.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, chairing a meeting with a high-level
international investors delegation comprising representatives of the International Finance Corporation (IFC), British Interna-
tional Investment (BII), Asian Development Bank (ADB), and Baltoro Capital at the Finance Division.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Japan to the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan Akamatsu Shuichi and,
Kazuko Ishigaki, Regional Director for Asia and
the Pacific, UN-Habitat exchange sign documents
during a signing ceremony.

QUETTA: Commissioner Quetta Division Shahzaib Khan Kakar presides
over the meeting to review on going development projects under Chief Minis-
ter Balochistan Quetta Development Package.

ISLAMABAD: His Excellency Yerzhan Kistafin, Ambassador of the Republic
of Kazakhstan to Pakistan, called on the Federal Minister for Climate Change
and Environmental Coordination, Dr. Musadik Malik.

Balochistan’s
Laiba Jahangir
makes history
as Pakistan’s
first female

Kubestronaut
Independent Report

QUETTA: Laiba Jahangir
from Baloc histan has
achieved a historic mile-
sto ne b y becoming
Pakistan’s  first female
Kubestronaut, earning glo-
bal recognition for her ex-
pertise in Kubernetes and
cloud-native technologies.
Jahangir successfully com-
pleted all international cer-
tifications under AI Opera-
tions (AIOps) and the Cloud
Native Computing Founda-
tion (CNCF), including
KCNA, CKA, CKAD,
CKS, and KCSA. This ac-
complishment places her
among a select group of ap-
proximately 2,700 profes-
sionals worldwide.

DGPR Askar pledges to
strengthen govt-media

collaboration in Balochistan
Independent Report

QUETTA: Director Gen-
eral of Public Relations
Balochistan, Askar Khan,
has vowed to reinforce ties
between the provincial gov-
ernment and the media, em-
phasizing sustained efforts
to address the challenges
faced by media houses.

Khan chaired a signifi-
cant introductory meeting
with newspaper editors,
bringing together represen-
tatives from both regional
and national publications,
including Daily Jang, Cen-
tury Express, Dunya,
Intikhab, Baloc histan
News, Azadi, Balochistan
Express, B-Balochistan
Times, Zamana, and Inde-
pendent.

The session centered
on improving communica-
tion channels between the
government and press, tack-

ling professional hurdles,
and fostering cooperative
engagement. Editors high-
lighted the importance of
constructive dialogue to
ensure accurate, timely in-
formation reaches the pub-
lic. Key points of discus-
sion included activating the
accreditation committee,
enhancing coordination be-
tween departments  and
media outlets, and promot-
ing collaboration on infor-
mation dissemination.

DGPR Askar Khan
affirmed that the govern-
ment would take all neces-
sary steps to strengthen its
relationship with the press.
He also accepted an invita-
tion to visit the Quetta Press
Club next week to engage
directly with journalists,
aiming to build mutual un-
derstanding and reinforce
cooperative efforts.

Balochistan govt to launch
health insurance policy for

public sector employees
Reviews health insurance progress policy for

govt employees, rehabilitation of Civil & BMCH

Aurangzeb meets int’l investors
delegation to advance private

sector-led growth, reform agenda

Pakistan urges
South Sudan parties to recommit

to 2018 peace accord to end
escalating violence

CJP calls for specialised
training on foreign arbitration

laws at FJA BoG meeting

Salman Safdar refutes media
reports, says no statement
issued on Imran’s health

Maqbool stresses education reforms
focus on nurturing critical thinking,

ethical grounding & creativity

Zardari flays
terrorist attack

on police in
D I Khan

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Wednesday strongly
condemned terrorist attack
on Police personnel in Dera
Ismail Khan and paid trib-
ute to SHO Faheem
Mumtaz and other police
personnel who embraced
martyrdom in the attack.

In a mes s age,  the
president prayed for the
elevation of the martyrs’
ranks in Jannah and for
strength and patience for
the bereaved families to
bear the loss.

Muqam says:

Laptops under PM program distributed
on merit among students across Pakistan

Special benches decide
tax cases worth Rs.506bn

in last year: Report

Japan, UN-Habitat & JICA join
hands for disaster resilience

of schools in KPK

Shehbaz felicitates
Ministry of Law

on winning
Commonwealth
Access to Justice

Innovation Award
IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Prime Minis ter
Muhammad S hehb az
Sharif, Wednesday, con-
gratulated the Ministry of
Law and Justice on winning
the ‘Commonwealth Ac-
cess to Justice Innovation
Award 2026’.

The prime minister
commended the drive for
digital reforms and innova-
tive steps aimed at access
to justice, launched under
the leadership of Minister
for Law and Justice Sena-
tor Azam Nazeer Tarar and
Secretary Law and Justice
Raja Naeem Akbar, PM
Office Media Wing said in
a press release.

Ex-COAS
Bajwa shifted

to hospital
after fall

at residence
RAWALPINDI (INP):
Former Pakistan Army chief
General ® Qamar Javed
Bajwa has sustained injuries
after a fall at his residence, it
was learnt on Wednesday.
The former top general has
been shifted to a hospital,
where his treatment is on-
going, according to initial
reports. No further medical
details were immediately
available about the nature of
his injuries or his condition.
Qamar Javed Bajwa is a re-
tired four-star general who
served as the 16th Chief of
Army Staff of the Pakistan
Army from November 2016
to November 2022.

Aleem Khan
vows to work
for progress,

prosperity of GB
LAHORE (INP):  Minis-
ter for Communications,
Abdul Aleem Khan has
vowed to work fo r the
progress and prosperity of
Gilgit-Baltistan.

Talking to Gilgit
Baltistan’s former cabinet
members in Islamabad , he
highlighted the massive
tourism potential of the re-
gion. He said Gilgit-
Baltistan will be turned into
“the Switzerland of Paki-
stan”. On this occasion, the
Minister also welcomed
former Governor Raja Adil,
former Chief Minister Haji
Gulbar Khan, and other
former ministers upon their
joining the Istehkam-e-Pa-
kistan Party.Over 38,000 Pakistanis

deported from Gulf countries
during 2025, NA informed

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Education and
Professional Training, Dr. Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui
addressing during 2-day "National Curriculum
Summit 2026" at AIOU.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Federal Minister for Fi-
nance and Revenue Senator
Muhammad Aurangzeb on
Wednes day met with a
high-level international in-
ves tors  delegation to
strengthen private sector-
led growth, mobilize in-
vestment, and deepen col-
laboration in support of
Pakistan’s reform agenda.

The delegation com-
prised representatives from
the International Finance
Corporation (IFC), British
International Investment
(BII), Asian Development
Bank (ADB), and Baltoro
Capital, said a news release.

The minister ac-
knowledged IFC, ADB and
BII as long-standing devel-
opment partners and wel-
comed their enhanced en-
gagement, particularly in
private sector financing and
local currency initiatives.

Discussions empha-
sized the importance of
protecting and expanding
private sector exposure, re-

ducing sovereign risk, and
increasing private sector
participation through inno-
vative local currency fi-
nancing mechanisms.

Aurangzeb highlighted
that Pakistan has made sig-
nificant progress in restor-
ing macroeconomic stabil-
ity over the p ast 18
months. He noted improve-
ments in currency stability
and foreign exchange re-
serves, which are projected
to cover ap proximately
three months of imports by
year-end.

He underscored the
government’s efforts to re-
duce the investment deficit
and create a more stable and
predictable economic envi-
ronment.

The minister briefed
the delegation on Pakistan’s
ongoing trade liberalization
program, including tariff
rationalization aimed at en-
hancing competitiveness
and removing long-standing
protectionist barriers. He
said that this reform path

seeks to position Pakistan
on a trajectory similar to
successful Southeast Asian
economies.

He noted the strong
performance of the services
sector, with exports ex-
pected to continue their
upward trend.

Discussions also cov-
ered energy sector reforms,
tax policy improvements,
and efforts to enhance tax
administration efficiency.

The minister reiter-
ated the government’s com-
mitment to broadening the
tax base, improving collec-
tion mechanisms, and align-
ing tax policy with growth
objectives.

On the financial front,
he informed the delegation
that the government is mak-
ing all its  rep ayments
smoothly while exploring
access to international debt
markets through approved
programs, including the in-
augural Panda Bond and
Global Medium-Term Note
(GMTN) framework.

PESHAWAR (APP): Fed-
eral Minister for Kashmir
Affairs , Gilgit-Baltistan
and SAFRON, and Presi-
dent of Pakistan Muslim
League (N) Khyb er
Pakhtunkhwa, Engineer
Amir Muqam, said here
Wednesday that the world
has accepted Pakistan as a
champion ruling the skies.

“To take the country
forward, we must adopt
merit. Laptops under PM
scheme are being distributed
purely on merit, and the
youth are Pakistan’s bright
future,” he said while ad-
dressing, as the chief guest
at Khyber Medical Univer-

sity under the Prime
Minister’s Laptop Scheme
fo r the distribution of
laptops among students.

In his address, Fed-
eral Minister Engineer
Amir Muqam said that the
Vice Chanc ello r o f
Khyber Medical Univer-
sity, Hilal-e-Imtiaz Pro-
fes s o r Dr Zia-ul-Haq ,
present at the ceremony,
is a source of pride for us,
and he was pleased to be
among the students.

He reiterated that the
youth are Pakistan’s bright
future and that laptops are
being distributed on the ba-
sis of merit.

The Federal Minister
said that the laptop scheme
was first launched in 2011
by then Chief Minister of
Punjab , Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif.

When Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif became Prime
Minister of Pakistan in
2013, the scheme was ex-
panded across Pakistan and
continued successfully.

Unfo rtunately, it
was d is c ontinued  in
2018, but after remaining
suspended for four years
during P TI rule, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
res tarted  this  landmark
program in 2022.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Special b enches of
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) had decided 788 tax
cases worth Rs 506 billion,
which benefited the national
exchequer during last year.

As per the annual re-
port of IHC, the conse-
quential administrative re-
forms were also introduced
on the instructions of the
National Judicial Policy
Making Committee.

The report said that
From April 1, 2025 to Feb-

ruary 4, 2026, Special Tax
Benches decided 788 cases
worth a total of Rs 506 bil-
lion 137 million 37 thou-
sand 494.

Justice Babar Sattar
and Justice Sardar Ijaz
Ishaq Khan decided 306
cases, it said, adding that
Justice Babar Sattar and
Justice Saman Rifat Imtiaz
disposed of 304 cases.

Justice Muhammad
Azam Khan and Justice
Inam Amin Minhas decided
178 cases.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Government of Japan, the
United Nations Human
Settlements Programme
(UN-Habitat) and the Japan
International Cooperation
Agency (JICA) have signed
an Exchange of Notes and a
Grant Agreement to
strengthen disaster resilience
of schools  in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. The signing
ceremony for a project titled
’Strengthen the disaster re-
silience of educational infra-
struc ture in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Province’ was
held here on Wednesday.
The initiative is supported
through a grant of JPY 427
million, equivalent to ap-
proximately USD 2.7 mil-
lion, from the Government
of Japan.

Due to the geographi-
cal characteristics, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa is prone to
climate-driven hazards.
The 2025 cloudbursts and

flash floods damaged 437
schools, severely disrupt-
ing education services espe-
cially in Swat and Buner
amo ng the hardest-hit
districts.The grant will sup-
port the rehabilitation and
retrofitting of schools dam-
aged by the 2025 floods in
Swat and Buner districts.

The project aims to re-
store safe, resilient and func-
tional learning environments
by strengthening school
structures and improving
ventilation and lighting. It will
also reinstate gender-sensi-
tive WASH facilities, ensur-
ing dignity, privacy and ac-
cessibility for girls and chil-
dren with disabilities. Speak-
ing at the signing ceremony,
Ambassador of Japan to Pa-
kistan, Mr. Akamatsu
Shuichi, appreciated the col-
laborative partnership and
reaffirmed Japan’s continued
support to Pakistan’s resil-
ience agenda.

UNITED NATIONS
(APP): Amid political dead-
lock among signatories to
the 2018 S outh Sud an
peace agreement and a dan-
gerous escalation in armed
confrontations, Pakistan
has called on all stakehold-
ers  to recommit to the
agreement in good faith and
to address differences
through inclusive dialogue.

“It is time for renewal
of national
consensus,”Ambassador
Asim Ahmad, permanent
representative of Pakistan
to the United Nations, told
the UN Security Council

which on Tuesday debated
the deteriorating situation in
South Sudan, an African
country that gained inde-
pendence from the Repub-
lic of Sudan in 2011.

At this critical junc-
ture, he stressed the need
to prevent another descent
into violenc e, warning.
“The cost of failure would
be borne first and foremost
by the South Sudanese
people, and would also have
profound regional conse-
quences. “It is time for more
deeper engagement, not dis-
tancing or abandonment,”
the Pakistani envoy added.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Chief Justice of Pakistan
Justice Yahya Afridi on
Tuesday chaired the 44th
meeting of the Board of
Governors (BoG) of the
Federal Judicial Academy
(F JA) at the S upreme
Court.

The meeting was at-
tended by Federal Minis-
ter for Law and Justice
Azam Nazeer Tarar, who
also serves as Vice Chair-
man of the Board; Attorney
General fo r Pakistan
Manso or Usman Awan;
Chief Justice of the Lahore
High Court Justice Aalia
Neelum; Chief Justice of the
Islamabad High Court Jus-
tice Sardar Muhammad
Sarfraz Dogar; Chief Justice
of the Peshawar High Court
Justice S.M. Attique Shah;
Chief Justice of the Sindh
High Court Justice Zafar

Ahmed Rajput; Chief Jus-
tice of the Balochistan High
Court Justice Muhammad
Kamran Khan Malakhail;
Secretary, Ministry of Law
and Justice, Muhammad
Khashi-ur-Rehman; and
Director General of the
Federal Judicial Academy
Hayat Ali Shah, who also
serves as Member/Secre-
tary of the Board.

Justice Miangul
Hassan Aurangzeb of the
Supreme Court, Adviser to
the Board of Governors of
the FJA, and Additional
Secretary Finance Division
Fazil Abbasi attended the
meeting on special invita-
tion.

Jus tice Aurangzeb
briefed the participants on
the func tioning o f the
Academy and presented
the agenda items for con-
sideration.

ISLAMABAD: Friend of
the court Advocate Salman
Safdar on Wednesday de-
nied media reports attribut-
ing statements to him about
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) founder Imran Khan’s
health. “I needed to speak
to the media today, as yes-
terday false news was attrib-
uted to me,” Safdar told re-
porters. He clarified, “I did
not make any statement re-
garding PTI founder Imran
Khan’s health,” adding, “the
three-hour meeting was
misreported.”

A day earlier, briefly
interacting with media fol-

lowing his Supreme Court-
ordered meeting with Imran,
Safdar had said, “It is not
appropriate [for me to talk]
until I submit the report.”
However, he assured that
the meeting had taken place
and there was full access.
When questioned about the
PTI founder’s health, he re-
portedly responded: “Fine.
Rest you should see in the
report.” He further clarified
that he did not provide
Aleema Khan or PTI Sec-
retary General Salman
Akram Raja any briefing
regarding the meeting on
Imran’s health.

QUETTA (APP ):
Balochistan Chief Minister
(CM) Mir Sarfraz Bugti on
Wednesday chaired a meet-
ing to review the progress
of the proposed health in-
surance policy for govern-
ment employees, and the
measures related to the re-
habilitation of Civil and
Bolan Medical Complex
Hospital (BMCH) Quetta.

The meeting was at-
tended by Provincial Min-
ister Bakht Muhammad
Kakar, Chief S ecretary
Balochistan Shakeel Qadir
Khan and other concerned
officials.

The CM was briefed
on the implementation of
the proposed health insur-
ance policy for the treat-
ment of government em-

ployees.
Addressing the meet-

ing, the CM said that the
health insurance policy is a
great gift  from the
Balochistan government to
its government employees.

He mentioned that the
go vernment emp loyees
who are engaged in the flow
of government affairs and
those who are on the roads
would be provided with the
best healthcare facilities.

The CM directed that
all necessary steps should
be finalized for the regular
launch of the health insur-
ance policy for government
employees on March 7,
2026.  “Under the policy,
every government em-
ployee will be provided
with treatment facilities up

to Rs 1 million in the best
hospitals of the country”,
he said.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti
stated that all necessary
matters should be expedited
for the revival of Civil Hos-
pital Quetta and Bo lan
Medical Complex.

He said  that this
po licy would p rovide
timely treatment facilities
to government employees,
adding that all the employ-
ees from grades one to 15
and above are very close to
our hearts.  He maintained
that the policy would re-
duce the pressure on the
health system as a whole
and also praised the Health
Department and the Fi-
nance Department for for-
mulating the best policy.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Federal Minister for Fed-
eral Education & Profes-
sional Training
(MoFE&PT), Dr Khalid
Maqbool Siddiqui, stressed
that Education reform must
go beyond textbook revi-
sion and focus on nurturing
critical thinking, ethical
grounding, creativity, and
responsible citizenship.

He made these re-
marks while addressing a
two-day national summit
opened on Wednesday un-
der the theme “New Na-
tional Curriculum of Paki-
stan.” The first day of the
two-day Summit witnessed
participation from distin-
guished members of Parlia-
ment and Provincial Assem-
blies, Vice Chancellors of
universities, representa-
tives of provincial and area
education departments, de-
velopment partners, cur-

riculum experts, and educa-
tion leaders from across the
country.

Addressing the par-
ticipants,  Dr Khalid
Maqbool Siddiqui, high-
lighted the urgent need to
transform Pakistan’s cur-
riculum in light of contem-
porary challenges.

The Minister empha-
sized implementation fidel-
ity, coordination with prov-
inces, and the importance
of preparing learners for
emerging global realities
while remaining rooted in
Pakistan’s cultural and ideo-
logical foundations.

Earlier, the proceed-
ings of the Summit were
commenced with the Na-
tional Anthem and recitation
from the Holy Quran, fol-
lowed by a welcome ad-
dress by Mr. Nadeem
Mahbub,  Sec retary,
MoFE&PT.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
More than 38,000 Paki-
stanis were deported from
Gulf countries during 2025,
the National Assembly was
informed in a detailed report
highlighting overseas viola-
tions and legal breaches. Ac-
cording to the figures pre-
sented, a total of 38,000-
plus Pakistanis were sent
back to the country for vari-
ous offences, bringing the
issue into the spotlight.
Saudi Arabia topped the list,
deporting 27,692 Pakistani
nationals. The United Arab
Emirates fo llowed with
6,794 deportations, while
Oman sent back 2,537 indi-
viduals. Bahrain deported
786 Pakistanis, Qatar 644,
and Kuwait 163 during the
same period.

The report revealed
that 780 Pakistanis were de-
ported specifically for beg-
ging. Of these, 767 were ex-

pelled from Saudi Arabia, 10
from the UAE, two from
Qatar and one from Oman.
Authorities described pro-
fessional begging as a grow-
ing concern damaging the
country’s image abroad.

In addition, 1,025 Pa-
kistanis were deported over
involvement in drug-related
offences, while 109 individu-
als were expelled on charges
of theft. Officials told law-
makers that strict action is
being taken to curb illegal mi-
gration and unlawful activi-
ties overseas. They stressed
that such incidents not only
land individuals in hot water
but also cast a shadow on the
country’s reputation. The
matter sparked concern
among members of the as-
sembly, who  called for
stronger screening mecha-
nisms before departure and
better awarenes s cam-
paigns to prevent citizens.


