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VIENNA: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif in delegation level talks with Austrian Chancel-
lor Christian Stocker.

ISLAMABAD: Provincial Minister for Planning and Development Mir Zahoor Ahmed Buledi, Balochistan Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan in a group
photo with high level delegation of World Bank.

VEHARI: President Asif Ali Zardari addressing a public gathering at the
residence of former Minister of State Nawab Shehryar Ali Khan.

ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice of Pakistan, Mr. Justice Yahya Afridi, in a meet-
ing with His Excellency Mr. Irfan Neziroglu, Ambassador of Turkiye to Paki-
stan who paid courtesy call on the Hon’ble Chief Justice of Pakistan at Su-
preme Court of Pakistan.

COLOMBO: Federal Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi in a meeting with Sri Lankan Minister for
Home and Parliamentary Affairs Ananda Wijepala
during his visit to Sri Lanka.

QUETTA: Director General PDMA, Jahanzeb
Khan, Director PDMA Attaullah Mengal and Di-
rector Faisal Panezai announcing special Ramadan
Package during a media talk.

Balochistan to shift
border trade to passport
system: Hamza Shafqaat
Emphasized that illegal trade, smug-

gling, and the use of “post kaasht” for
funding unlawful activities will no

longer be tolerated

Tarar says:
PTI founder

70pc vision in
one eye with
glasses, other
eye fully normal
SHEIKHUPURA (INP):
Federal Law Minister
Azam Nazeer Tarar stated
that the PTI founder has 70
percent vision in one eye
with the help of glasses,
while his other eye has nor-
mal 6/6 vision.

Add ress ing a cer-
emony at the Sheikhupura
Bar Council, he said a medi-
cal team has expressed
complete satisfaction over
the ongoing treatment of the
PTI founder.

Oppositio n leaders
and the fo rmer prime
minister’s personal physi-
cians were also given a de-
tailed briefing regarding his
health condition.

Tarar added that under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
the results of difficult deci-
sions are now emerging,
and the country’s economy
is moving in the right direc-
tion.

Pakistan, Sri Lanka to
deepen cooperation in sports,

security, counter-narcotics

Field Marshal Asim praises
UAE support, calls its

security vital for Pakistan
COAS meets Deputy Ruler of Abu Dhabi

Sheikh Tahnoon bin Zayed Al Nahyan

Balochistan province shifts to
outcomes driven partnerships to

strengthen inclusive social services

Turkish ambassador calls on
CJP ahead of Constitutional

Court president’s visit

Balochistan Government rolls
out special Ramadan package

for 328,000 needy families

Pakistan, Austria vow to boost
bilateral ties in diverse fields
PM, Austrian Chancellor meet in Hofburg Palace,

agree to enhance multi-sectoral bilateral ties

Zardari wishes
Chinese

leadership
happy new year
IS LAMABAD (APP ):
President, Asif Ali Zardari
has extended his heartfelt
felicitations to the people,
the government and the
leadership of the People’s
Republic of China on the
occasion of Chinese New
Year 2026.

In his message from
the Presidency, the presi-
dent said, “On the joyous
occasion of Chinese New
Year, ushering in the auspi-
cious Year of the Horse, I
extend my heartfelt felici-
tations to the people, the
Government and the lead-
ership of the People’s Re-
public of China. The Year
of the Horse is traditionally
associated with energy,
progress and resilience.
These qualities reflect the
spirit of renewal and for-
ward movement that de-
fines this festival and reso-
nate strongly with the en-
during friendship between
Pakistan and China.” Presi-
dent Zardari underlined that
the year 2026 also marks the
75th anniversary of diplo-
matic relations between the
two friendly countries, es-
tablished in 1951. Over
seven decades, he said Paki-
stan and China have built an
All-Weather Strategic Coop-
erative Partnership.

Pak rejects
Israel’s illegal

measures
to steal land
of Palestine

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan has strongly con-
demned the latest attempt
by the Israeli occupying
forces to convert areas of
the Occupied West Bank
into so-called state prop-
erty, and to expand illegal
settlement activities.

According to a state-
ment issued by the Foreign
Office in Islamabad on
Monday, such steps are in
clear violation of interna-
tional law as well as relevant
United Nations Security
Council and General Assem-
bly resolutions, and must be
rejected by the international
community. The occupying
power’s continued disregard
for the international law and
its provocative actions un-
dermine the prospects for a
just, comprehensive, and
lasting peace in the region,
said the statement and
added, Pakistan calls on the
international community to
take concrete measures to
end Israeli impunity.

Opposition sets
conditions for ending

Parliament House sit-in

RAWALPINDI (APP ):
Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) and Chief of De-
fence Forces (CDF) Field
Marshal Syed Asim Munir,
NI (M), HJ on Monday met
with Deputy Ruler of Abu
Dhabi and National Secu-
rity Advisor of United Arab
Emirates Sheikh Tahnoon
bin Zayed Al Nahyan in
Abu Dhabi.

During the meeting,
the two sides discussed
ways to further strengthen
bilateral cooperation across
various sectors, particu-
larly in the fields of eco-
nomic collaboration, invest-
ment and security, said a
press release issued by In-
ter Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR).

They also exchanged
views on regional develop-
ments and emphasized im-
portance of continued co-
ord ination to p romo te
peace and stability in the
region.

Field Marshal Asim
Munir expressed his sincere

appreciation and gratitude
to the Government of the
United Arab Emirates for its
longstanding investments
and continued support to
Pakistan’s economy and se-
curity over the decades.

He noted that such
support reflects the deep-
rooted historical relations
between the two brotherly
countries and commended
the constructive role of the
UAE leadership in advanc-
ing economic and social de-
velopment in Pakistan,

the press release said.
Field Marshal Asim

Munir further affirmed that
the security and stability of
the United Arab Emirates
are an integral p art of
Pakistan’s own security,
given the enduring histori-
cal relations and strong stra-
tegic partnership between
the two countries.

He reiterated
Pakistan’s firm commit-
ment to continuing joint ef-
forts to further strengthen
this partnership in all fields.

VIENNA (AP P): Prime
Minister, Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Monday
met Federal Chancellor of
the Republic of Austria,
Christian Stocker here at
the Federal Chancellery in
the historic Hofburg Palace.

Upon his arrival at the
Federal Chancellery, the
prime minister was received
by Chancellor Stocker and
welcomed by an impressive
guard of honour ceremony.
He also inscribed his com-

ments in the Guest Book, a
PM’s Office news release
said.

Prime Minis ter
Muhammad S hehb az
Sharif on Monday called
for a new phase of eco-
nomic, cultural, and strate-
gic cooperation between
Pakistan and Austria while
addressing the Austrian
cabinet and senior govern-
ment officials in Vienna.

Speaking to Federal
Chancellor Christian

Stocker, members of the
Austrian government, and
legislative representatives,
Prime Minister Sharif con-
veyed warm greetings from
the people of Pakistan and
expressed appreciation for
Austria’s continued engage-
ment with Islamabad.

“It is a great pleasure
to meet you again,” the
prime minister said, recall-
ing their discussions last
year in New York. He noted
that he had been particu-

lar ly impressed  by the
Chancellor’s interest in
strengthening bilateral ties.

Reflecting on earlier
visits to Austria as a young
to uris t, P rime Minister
Sharif spoke warmly of
traveling to Salzburg,
widely known as the birth-
place of Mozart, and
spending time in Vienna,
where he experienced the
country’s historic architec

Continued on page 2

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Provincial Minister for
Planning and Development
Mir Zahoor Ahmed Buledi
on Monday called for re-
sults-based and long-term
partnerships to strengthen
inclusive and resilient social
services in Balochistan,
while addressing a high-
level policy consultation
titled “Towards Inclusive
and Resilient Social Ser-
vices in Balochistan”,
organised by the Govern-
ment of Balochistan with
tec hnical supp ort from
UNICEF here in Islamabad.

Minister Buledi out-
lined a shift from project-
based interventions to sys-
tems-oriented, outcome-fo-
cused reforms aimed at im-
proving health, education,
nutrition and social protec-
tion across the province.

Addressing represen-
tatives  of development
partners, federal and pro-

vincial officials and other
stakeholders, the minister
said Balochistan stood at a
critical juncture in redefin-
ing its social development
pathway, stressing that the
government’s approach is
firmly grounded in evi-
dence, reform and strong
partnerships. Improving
human development out-
comes, he added, was a
shared responsibility.

Highlighting progress
achieved over the past de-
cade, he cited national sur-
veys and development stud-
ies showing a significant
decline in child mortality.

Infant mortality has
fallen to around 66 per
1,000 live births, while un-
der-five mortality has de-
clined to 78 per 1,000 live
births, reflecting the impact
of targeted investments in
health systems and child
welfare.

On education, the min-

ister noted a gradual im-
provement in access, with
literacy rates rising to about
42 per cent. However, he
acknowledged persistent
challenges in learning out-
comes and transitions to
secondary education, un-
derscoring the need for sus-
tained reforms to improve
quality and retention.

He also pointed to a
decline in multidimensional
poverty as a result of con-
tinued social sector invest-
ment, while cautioning that
Balochistan still faces the
highest levels of deprivation
nationally, highlighting the
urgency of accelerating
progress through stronger
service delivery systems
and integrated policy inter-
ventions.

While significant in-
vestments have been made
in expanding infrastructure,

Continued on page 2

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Govern-
ment of Balochistan has
launched a major relief ini-
tiative for over 328,000 de-
serving families across the
province, as part of a spe-
cial Ramadan Package aimed
at providing essential food
supplies to underprivileged
households during the holy
month.

Speaking to media rep-
resentatives in Quetta, Di-
rector General PDMA,
Jahanzeb Khan, said that
the package, announced by
Chief Minister Balochistan,
will be distributed in phases
across all districts to ensure
that maximum beneficiaries
can access the aid. He em-
phasized that transparency
and accountability are at
the core of the new distri-
bution system.

To oversee fair alloca-
tion, an 8-member District
Coordination Committee

has been formed in each
district, tasked with moni-
toring the process and pre-
venting misuse. Jahanzeb
Khan noted that the distri-
bution has already reached
over 20 districts, with the
remaining dis tric ts ex-
pected to receive supplies
shortly.

He highlighted that the
package has been carefully
designed to meet the essen-
tial needs of each family for
15 days, ensuring that ben-
eficiaries receive meaning-
ful sup port  throughout
Ramadan. “The quality of
the packages will not be
compromised, and only
genuinely needy families
will benefit,” he said, add-
ing that no ineligible person
will be allowed to take ad-
vantage of the program.

The DG stressed that
the provincial government

Continued on page 2

QUETTA (ANN): Addi-
tional Chief Secretary
(Home) Balochistan,
Muhammad Hamza
Shafqaat, has announced
that facilitating legal trad-
ers will be a top priority
and that within the next two
months, the Iran border
will operate under a formal
One-Do or Regulation
(ODR ) system, making
cross-border travel possible
only with valid passports.

He emphasized that
illegal trade, smuggling, and
the use of “post kaasht” for
funding unlawful activities
will no longer be tolerated.

Speaking at a meeting
with the office-bearers and
members of the Quetta
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, Shafqaat clarified
that the perception that law

and order iss ues in
Balochistan are primarily
due to unemployment is
misleading.

He noted that divi-
sions experiencing higher
terrorist incidents report
lower unemployment rates
compared to other areas.

Highlighting recent se-
curity operations, Shafqaat
said that on January 31,
nearly 400 individuals were
involved in coordinated at-
tacks across the province,
resulting in 221 fatalities
and around 100 arrests. He
added that financial support
for these attacks in the
Nushki incident was ob-
tained through illegal “post
kaasht,” which will now be
strictly curtailed.

Continued on page 2

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Ambassador of the Repub-
lic of Türkiye to Pakistan,
Dr Irfan Neziroglu, called
on Chief Justice of Pakistan
Justice Yahya Afridi at the
Supreme Court on Monday
to discuss preparations for
an upcoming high-level ju-
dicial exchange between the
two countries.

The meeting was held
in the context of the sched-
uled visit of the President
of the Constitutional Court
of the Republic of Türkiye

to Pakistan in March 2026.
During the visit,  a

Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) is expected
to be signed between the
Supreme Court of Pakistan
and  the Constitutional
Co urt of T ürkiye to
formalise institutional co-
operation b etween two
apex judicial bodies.

To ensure coordina-
tion at the governmental
level, the meeting was also

Continued on page 2

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
opposition alliance’s sit-in
at the Parliament House
premises has entered its
fourth consecutive day,
with protesting lawmakers
demanding transparency
regarding the PTI founder’s
medical condition.

Members participat-
ing in the demonstration say
they are waiting for the new
medical report to be submit-
ted to the Supreme Court
before deciding their next
course of action.

Opposition members
gathered at  Parliament
House say the sit-in will
continue until clarity is pro-
vided about Imran Khan’s
health. Their key demand
is that Imran Khan’s per-
sonal doctors be granted
immediate access for an in-
dependent medical exami-
nation.

Protesters insist that
public confidence can only
be restored once the per-
sonal medical team evalu-
ates his condition.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Federal Interior Minister
and  Chairman Pakis tan
Cricket Bo ard  (PCB)
Mohsin Naqvi held key
meetings with Sri Lankan
Minister of Sports and
Youth Affairs Sunil Kumara
Gamage and Interior Min-
ister Ananda Wijeyapala
during his official visit to
Colombo, agreeing to en-
hance cooperation across
sp orts , security and
counter-narcotics sectors.

In his meeting with the
Sri Lankan Sports Minis-

ter, Naqvi discussed ex-
panding bilateral collabora-
tion for the promotion of
sports, especially cricket.
Bo th s ides  agreed to
strengthen institutional link-
ages with the Sri Lankan
Ministry of Sports and to
work jointly for the devel-
opment of cricket and other
games.

“Warmth is growing in
Pakistan–Sri Lanka rela-
tions, and cricket will fur-
ther strengthen our ties,”

Continued on page 2
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ISLAMABAD: NDMA conducted Humanitarian Conference on Sectoral
Clusterization on Disaster Management at NDMA HQs.

Pakistan, Austria..

Balochistan province..

Balochistan..
Continued from page 1

is fully committed to sup-
porting vulnerable commu-
nities, deploying all avail-
able resources to provide
maximum relief during the
holy month. He urged the
public to cooperate with
the authorities to ensure
smooth distribution and
equitable access for all eli-
gible families.

This initiative is part
of the government’s broader
co mmitment to uplift
marginalized communities,
improve living standards,
and ensure that the bless-
ings of Ramadan reach those
most in need.

Turkish..
Continued from page 1

attended by the Secretary,
Ministry of Law and Jus-
tice, and a representative of
the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs. Justice Yahya Afridi
welcomed the proposed
visit and reaffirmed the Su-
preme Court’s commitment
to extending full judicial
courtesy and hospitality to
the visiting dignitary, re-
flecting the longstanding
brotherly relations between
Pakistan and Türkiye.

The chief justice high-
lighted the historic and cor-
dial ties between the two
countries, rooted in shared
legal traditions, mutual re-
spect and enduring cultural
bonds. He noted the ex-
panding cooperation in ar-
eas such as technology in-
tegration within the judi-
ciary, capacity building, and
the exchange of best prac-
tices at various levels of the
judicial system.

Pakistan, Sri Lanka..

Balochistan..
Continued from page 1

Shafqaat assured that resi-
dents of border districts will
receive financial assistance
under the Benazir Income
Support Program, and free
passports will soon be is-
sued to facilitate legiti-
mate cross-border trade.
He also announced that
c hild ren o f regis tered
workers will be offered
free education at top na-
tional institutions, while
those seeking overseas em-
ployment may receive up
to PKR 7 lakh in provincial
support.

Addressing concerns
raised by the Chamber of
Commerce, Shafqaat said
steps would be taken to
imp rove border opera-
tions, including extending
Tiftan border hours, al-
lowing all goods to pass
thro ugh the Bazaarc ha
Business Terminal, and re-
viewing tax valuation chal-
lenges that hinder legal
trade.

He urged the Chamber
to form a committee to li-
aise with the government on
resolving business issues
and promised close collabo-
ration to prevent disrup-
tions in commerce and em-
ployment.

Continued from page 1

ture and renowned coffee
culture.

He also highlighted the
importance of cultural co-
operation in fostering good-
will between the two na-
tions, referencing collabora-
tive cultural initiatives sup-
ported by Austrian part-
ners. Such efforts, he said,
play a vital role in deepen-
ing people-to-people con-
nections.

The two leaders held
a restricted meeting, fol-
lowed by delegation-level
talks, which includ ed
Deputy Prime Minister &
Foreign Minister Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar,
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting, Attaullah
Tarar, Special Assistant to
the Prime Minister, Syed
Tariq Fatemi as well as For-

eign S ecretary Amna
Baloch.

Both leaders recalled
the friendly and historic
ties between the two coun-
tries and c ommitted to
work together more closely
to further strengthen the
bilateral relationship in di-
verse fields including eco-
nomic cooperation, trade
and investment, tourism,
hospitality, education, IT,
healthcare and human re-
source development and
mobility. They agreed to
work for the early finaliza-
tion of MoUs under con-
sideration related to these
areas.

Both sides also ex-
changed views on regional
and global developments,
and agreed on the central
role of the United Nations
in addressing the challenges
of peace and security.

Continued from page 1

Naqvi said, appreciating Sri
Lanka’s exceptional ar-
rangements for the T20
World Cup. He also thanked
the Sri Lankan government
and people for their “re-
markable hospitality” and
formally invited the Sri
Lankan Sports Minister to
visit Pakistan.

Pakistan’s High Com-
missioner in Sri Lanka,
Major General (Retd .)
Faheem-ul-Aziz, Advisor
to PCB Chairman Aamir
Mir, PCB COO Sameer
Ahmed and P SL CEO
Salman Naseer were also
present during the meeting.

Later, Naqvi met Sri
Lankan Interior Minister
Ananda Wijeyapala, who
welcomed him warmly at
the Ministry of Interior.
The two ministers reviewed
avenues for deepening co-
operation in internal secu-
rity, counterterrorism and
counter-narcotics.

They also discussed
forming joint strategies to
combat cybercrimes and fi-
nancial fraud networks, and
agreed to boost coordina-
tion to curb illegal immigra-
tion and drug trafficking.

During the talks,
Naqvi offered training op-
portunities for Sri Lankan
police officers at Pakistan’s
National Police Academy,
noting that training ex-
change programmes would
significantly enhance the
capacity of law enforce-
ment agencies in both coun-
tries . “Cooperation be-
tween the interior minis-
tries will open new avenues
in bilateral relations,” Naqvi
stated, adding that Pakistan
and Sri Lanka must work
closely to counter the grow-
ing challenges of cyber and
financial crimes. Naqvi in-
vited the Sri Lankan Inte-
rior Minister to visit Paki-
stan and conveyed gratitude
for the warm hospitality
extended during his visit.

Continued from page 1

including education sup-
port programmes, health
system
strengthening and water
supply initiatives, he said
key indicators such as fe-
male literacy, nutrition out-
comes and service quality
remained areas of concern.

He added that the next
phase of reform would
prioritise human capital de-
velopment, service quality
and resilient delivery sys-
tems. Outlining the
province’s strategic direc-
tion, the minister said the
government is transitioning
from a project-centric ap-
proach to a systems-ori-
ented and outcome-focused
model. Key priorities in-
clude integrating health, nu-
trition, education and social
protection services, lever-
aging data and digital tools
for improved planning and
accountability, and aligning
provincial investments with
the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals and climate re-

silience principles.
He emphas ised the

importance of deeper en-
gagement with develop-
ment institutions such as
the World Bank, Asian De-
velopment Bank, KfW,
World Food Programme and
the United Nations Devel-
opment Programme, saying
the province sought strate-
gic, programmatic partner-
ships delivering measurable
outcomes rather than iso-
lated projects. Identifying
priority areas for collabo-
ration, he highlighted the
need to improve learning
outcomes, strengthen
frontline health and nutri-
tion services, expand cli-
mate-responsive soc ial
protection systems, invest
in women and girls as driv-
ers of human development,
and enhance monitoring and
data systems to ensure ac-
countability. In conclusion,
he reaffirmed the Govern-
ment of Balochistan’s com-
mitment to building inclu-
sive, resilient and account-
able social systems.

Sri Lanka crushes Australia
by eight wickets to storm into
T20 World Cup Super Eight

Sports Desk
BALAGOLLA: Sri Lanka
booked their place in the
Super Eight stage of the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup
2026 with a commanding
eight-wicket win over Aus-
tralia after chasing down a
target of 182 at Pallekele
International Cricket Sta-
dium on Monday.

A blistering century
from P athum Nissanka
headlined the run chase as
the hosts overhauled the
total with authority and
kept their unbeaten momen-
tum intact.

Aus tralia were re-
stricted to 181 after a dra-
matic collapse, while Sri
Lanka reached the target for

the loss of just two wick-
ets, powered by aggressive
top-order batting and dis-
ciplined spin bowling.

Sri Lanka won the
toss and opted to field first,
a d ecis ion that  loo ked
costly early on as Austra-
lian op eners Mitchell
Marsh and T ravis Head
launched a fierce assault.
T he p air ad d ed  mo re
than 100 runs  fo r the
firs t wicket and p ow-
ered Australia to 70 with-
o ut  lo s s  in the
p o werp lay,  their best
start of the tournament.

Marsh smashed 54 off
27 balls with eight fours and
two sixes before being
trapped lbw by Dushan

Hemantha. Head continued
the charge with 56 from 29
deliveries, striking seven
fours and three sixes. At
105 for one after nine overs,
Australia looked set for a
total well beyond 200.

The mo mentum
shifted sharply once the
spinners were introduced.
Hemantha broke through
and triggered a slide, while
Sri Lanka’s slow bowlers
squeezed the scoring rate
through the middle overs.
Australia los t their las t
five wickets for just seven
runs and were bowled out
for 181, adding only 31
runs across a five-over
stretch after their flying
start.

Kashmir emerges as Intl
flashpoint following

Marka-e-Haq: Muqam
M U Z A F F A R A B A D
(APP): Federal Minister
for Kashmir and Gilgit
Baltistan Affairs Amir
Muqam on Monday said
that following the Marka-
e- Haq , Jammu and Kash-
mir dispute has emerged as
a flashpoint at the interna-
tional level.

This dispute has en-
hanced Pakistan’s standing
and highlighted the strength
of its  military. Pakistan
achieved this significant
success under the dynamic
leadership of Chief of De-
fense Forces (CDF) Field
Marshal Syed Asim Munir
whose command demon-
strated the country’s re-
solve and military capabil-
ity.

He expressed these
views while addressing the
Overseas Kashmiris Con-
vention held here at a hotel
hosted jointly by the AJK
Government and Overseas

Pakistanis Foundation,
where federal and regional
leaders praised the contri-
butions of overseas Paki-
stanis and Kashmiris to the
country’s economy and the
Kashmir cause.

Federal Minister
while describing overseas
Pakistanis and Kashmiris a
valuable national asset said
that they were contributing
billions of dollars in the
form of remittances annu-
ally, strengthening
Pakistan’s economy. He
thanked participants for
traveling from abroad and
ac knowledged the
diaspora’s support during
difficult times, including
earthquake rehabilitation
efforts.

Calling overseas Paki-
stanis “ambassadors of Pa-
kistan,” Muqam said their
ad vocacy abro ad had
helped highlight the Kash-
mir issue globally.
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Balochistan News

QUETTA: Deputy Commissioner Quetta Mehrullah Badini presides over the meeting regarding plantation campaign.

QUETTA: Stagnant rainwater in Quetta highlights
negligence of authorities following downpour.

QUETTA: Members of consumer society protest against
Quetta cleanliness project at Quetta Press Club.

QUETTA: Provincial Ameer Jamiat-e-Ulema Islam Senator Maulana Abdul
Wasey addressing during a meeting.

QUETTA: Secretary Food Arshad Bugti meeting with Provincial Minister for
Food and Chairman Balochistan Food Authority Haji Noor Muhammad Dummar.

QUETTA: CEO BRSP Dr. Tahir Rasheed meeting
with Advisor to CM for Women Development Dr.
Rubaba Khan Buledi. Mir Asad Khan Buledi is also
present on the occasion.

NASSERABAD: MNA Akhtar Bibi meeting with
Deputy Commissioner Captain (retd) Zulfiqar Ali
Karar.

QUETTA: Finance Department Govt of Balochistan formally started prepara-
tion of Budget for the fiscal year 2026-27.

QUETTA: MS Civil Hospital and other cutting cake
during a ceremony to mark Paramedics Day orga-
nized by Pakistan Paramedical Staff Association.

Secretary C&W directs
to expedite pace of

ongoing uplift projects

Strategic investments key
to unlocking Balochistan’s
untapped potential: Zahid

PML-N women wing meets DC
Naseerabad to discuss public
wlfare, development priorities

Quetta administration
launches major drive

to green the city

DC Ziarat holds Khuli
Kachahri to resolve public

grievances at doorstep

DC Habib launches
district-wide plantation

drive in Chaman

Khuli Kachehri in Turbat brings
citizens’ grievances to forefront,
admin pledges immediate action

Naseerabad administration
launches Ramadan drive to

shield citizens from price hikes

BRA launches major tax
awareness drive for
govt officials in Hub

Sibi administration opens
tenders for key development
projects under strict oversight

Ziarat DC calls
for collective

tree plantation
to protect

environment
Independent Report

ZIARAT: Deputy Com-
mis sioner Ziarat Ab dul
Quddus Achakzai has high-
lighted the vital role of trees
in preserving natural beauty
and preventing soil erosion,
urging citizens to actively
participate in the ongoing
plantation drive by plant-
ing at least one tree each.

Speaking at  a c er-
emo ny held in Zandra,
Ziarat, he noted that plant-
ing saplings is only the first
step, emphasizing that
proper care and regular wa-
tering are equally essential
to ensure their growth and
survival. He said sustained
efforts today would help
guarantee a greener and
healthier environment for
future generations. The
event was organized by
Deputy Director Agricul-
ture (Extension) Haji
Nazeer Ahmed Panezai,
who hosted a tea gathering
in honor of the Deputy
Commissioner and heads of
district departments.

ADC Chaman
conducts surprise
visit to Matric
examination

centre
Independent Report

CHAMAN: Ad ditional
Dep uty Commiss ioner
Chaman Fida Baloch paid
an unannounced visit to
the examination centre es-
tablished at Jamal Nasir
Stadium Hall during the
ongoing matriculation ex-
aminations.

During the insp ec-
tion, he thoro ughly re-
viewed arrangements at
the centre and observed
the examination process
ins ide the hall. Issuing
clear directives to the ex-
amination superintendent
and staff, he instructed
that question papers must
commence and conclude
strictly according to the
scheduled time.

He further empha-
sized that strict vigilance
must be maintained to pre-
vent cheating under any
circumstances and that no
unauthorized  individual
should be allowed inside
the examination premises.

QUETTA (APP): On spe-
cial directive of Balochistan
Chief Minis ter Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti, Secretary
Communications and
Works (C&W) Babar Khan
made a detailed visit to vari-
ous important projects to
accelerate the pace of on-
going development projects
in the provincial capital
Quetta.

During the visit, he
reviewed the ongoing work
on the Red Zone, Chaman
Phatak to Koila Phatak,
Alamo Chowk Airpo rt
Road and Chashma Pul
projects and took a briefing
from the concerned authori-
ties about the progress.

Chief Engineer Federal
Projects Dr. Sajjad Baloch,
Executive Engineer E&M
Wo rks Division Haji
Muhammad Anwar, Execu-
tive Engineer Roads Sariab
Division Habib Ahmed,
Executive Engineer Roads
Kuc hlak Division Qazi
Sanaullah and other con-
cerned officers were also
present on the occasion.

Secretary Communi-
cations  and  Works in-
spected the sites of various
projects and reviewed the
ongoing construction activi-
ties in detail.

Executive Engineers
and other officers gave a
comprehensive briefing to

the Secretary regarding the
current progress of the
projects, challenges faced
and expected completion
times.

Secretary Communi-
cations and Works Babar
Khan directed that the
completion of all ongoing
development projec ts
should be expedited and the
quality should be improved
so that the public could get
facilities as soon as pos-
sible. He said that all these
projects are of utmost im-
portance and their timely
completion would reduce
traffic problems in the city
and provide significant re-
lief to the citizens.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Additional
Chief Sec retary
Balochistan, Zahid Saleem,
delivered the opening ad-
dress at the high-level
policy consultation titled
“Towards Inclusive and
Resilient Social Services in
Balochistan: A Policy Con-
sultation,” organized by the
Government of Balochistan
with technical support from
UNICEF on February 16,
2026, in Islamabad.

Welcoming d istin-
guished representatives of
development partners, se-
nior government officials,
and  stakeho lders from
across sectors, the Addi-
tional Chief Secretary un-
derscored the importance of
sustained partnerships and
strategic investments to ac-
celerate social and economic
develop ment in
Balochistan.

He emphasized that
the consultation reflects
the Government’s commit-
ment to  strengthening
policy dialogue, aligning
priorities, and mobilizing
coordinated support for
long-term, sustainable
progress.

In his address, Zahid
Saleem highlighted that
Balochistan possesses sig-
nificant untapped poten-
tial, and targeted invest-
ments in social sectors are
essential to improving hu-
man development out-
comes and reducing re-
gional disparities.

He stressed that the
province now requires fo-
cused investments aimed at
strengthening the quality,
efficiency, and resilience of
social service delivery sys-
tems.

He further emphasized
the need for investments in

strengthening governance
systems, improving institu-
tional capacity, and enhanc-
ing data-driven planning
and monitoring mecha-
nisms. He noted that mod-
ernizing service delivery
through digital systems and
strengthening accountabil-
ity frameworks would be
critical to ensuring trans-
parency, efficiency, and
measurable outcomes.

Zahid  S aleem also
highlighted the importance
of climate resilience, not-
ing that Balochistan is par-
ticularly vulnerable to cli-
mate-related risks, includ-
ing drought and water scar-
city. He called for enhanced
supp ort to strengthen
adaptive social protection
systems and climate-resil-
ient infrastructure to safe-
guard vulnerable popula-
tions and ensure sustain-
able development.

Independent Report
NAS EERABAD: With
the holy mo nth under-
way, Naseerabad district
authorities have taken
proactive steps to ensure
maximum relief for resi-
d ents  agains t  ris ing
prices of essential com-
modities .

An important meet-
ing was held und er the
chairmanship of As sis-
tant Commissioner Dera
Murad Jamali, Bahadur
Khan Khosa, bringing to-
gether representatives of
trad e as s o c iatio ns ,
unions, and local busi-
ness  lead ers . No tab le
p artic ip ants  inc lud ed
Chairman of the C iti-
zens’ Action Committee
Mir Muhammad  Rahim
Luhri,  P re s id ent o f
Anjuman Ta jiran Taj
Balo c h,  and  mino rity
community leaders  Tara
Chand Daso o and Mal
Mir Jan Mengal, along
with heads  of various
unions.

T he gathering fo -
c us ed  o n s tab ilizing
p ric es o f fo o d items ,
s trengthening market
oversight, and establish-
ing affo rdable markets
for residents. Speaking
at the s es s io n,  AC
Bahad ur Khan Kho s a
stressed that providing
tangible relief to the pub-
lic during Ramadan is the
administration’s top pri-
ority.

He urged  trad ers
and  unio n rep res enta-
tives to actively cooper-
ate in curbing price hikes
and ho ard ing,  particu-
lar ly fo r veg etab les ,
meat,  lentils , rice, and
other essentials.

Following directives
from Deputy Commis-
sioner Naseerabad Cap-
tain ® Zulfiqar Ali Karar,
the administration plans
to  o rganize affo rd ab le
bazaars at multiple loca-
tions where high-quality
goods will be available at
reasonable rates, offering

genuine relief to citizens
during the fasting month.

Traders assured full
cooperation, pledging to
res pect the sanc tity  of
Ramadan by discouraging
profiteering and hoard-
ing. AC Khosa made it
clear that overpricing and
artificial inflation would
not be tolerated, warning
that s tric t legal ac tion
would be taken against
violators. Citizens were
encouraged to report in-
stances  of explo itation
via the d is tric t
administration’s helpline
at 0333-3726000 for im-
mediate intervention.

T he meeting co n-
cluded with a firm com-
mitment to delivering co-
ordinated, practical mea-
sures that ensure acces-
sible, affordable essen-
tials  fo r all res id ents
throughout Ramadan, re-
inforcing a collaborative
app ro ac h between ad -
ministration and commu-
nity leaders.

Independent Report
NASEERABAD: Pakistan
Muslim League-N (PML-
N) Women Wing Provincial
General Secretary and Pro-
vincial Assembly member,
Akhtar Bibi, emphasized
that providing maximum
relief to citizens and im-
proving their quality of life
remain top priorities for the
party. She highlighted that
PML-N is also pursuing
federal-level initiatives to
accelerate development na-
tionwide and ensure better
facilities for the public.

Akhtar Bibi held a
high-level meeting with
Deputy Commis sioner

Naseerabad  Cap tain ®
Zulfiqar Ali Karrar at his
office, attended by SSP
Naseerabad  Asadullah
Nasir, Assistant Commis-
sioner Dera Murad Jamali
Bahadur Khan Khos a,
Muhammad As lam
Bangulzai, Abdul Qayyum
Johar Bangulzai, Khan Jan
Bangulzai, and other digni-
taries.

The discussions fo-
cused on the overall law and
ord er s ituation in
Naseerabad, progress on
ongoing development
projects, and strategies for
pub lic welfare.  Dep uty
Commissioner Zulfiqar Ali

Karrar stated that the dis-
trict administration is work-
ing closely with the police
to maintain and strengthen
law and order, ensuring the
safety of citizens’ lives and
property.

He also highlighted
that, in line with the di-
rectives of the Chief Min-
ister and Chief Secretary
of Balochistan, the prac-
tice o f hold ing khuli
kachahri (public grievance
hearings) continues, al-
lowing res idents  to
present their concerns di-
rectly to officials and fa-
cilitating prompt, practi-
cal solutions.

Independent Report
CHAMAN: A comprehen-
sive tree plantation cam-
paign has been formally
launched across Chaman
district under the supervi-
sion of Deputy Commis-
sioner Chaman Hab ib
Ahmed Bangulzai. The ini-
tiative commenced at Kojak
Park, where the Deputy
Commissioner planted a
sapling to mark the start of
the drive.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Habib  Ahmed
Bangulzai stated that trans-
forming Chaman into a

green and vibrant district is
a top priority of the dis-
trict administration. He said
efforts would be made to
develop Kojak Park into an
environmentally exemplary
recreational site.

He highlighted that
tree plantation not only en-
hances the natural beauty
of an area but also plays a
vital role in reducing envi-
ronmental p ollution by
produc ing oxygen.  A
greener Chaman, he added,
is essential for fostering
positive thinking and pro-
moting public health.

Independent Report
SIBI: Under the supervi-
sion of Assistant Commis-
sioner Sibi Mansoor Ali
Shah and Wing Commander
Colonel Zubair, the district
administration formally
opened tenders for devel-
opment projects  und er
BSDI Phase Two, managed
by the UPN&D Depart-
ment.

The tender opening
ceremony saw the partici-
pation of Executive Engi-
neer UPN&D Raziq Mari,
Executive Engineer Irriga-

tion Khadim Hussain
Chandio, and other relevant
officials. F ollowing the
opening, officials initiated
a detailed scrutiny of con-
tractors’ technical and fi-
nancial documents to ensure
compliance with project re-
quirements.

Authorities empha-
sized that every stage of the
procurement process will
strictly ad here to
Balochistan Public Procure-
ment Regulatory Authority
(BPPRA) rules and regula-
tions.

Independent Report
TURBAT: In a proactive
move to bridge the gap be-
tween citizens and gov-
ernment institutions, the
Kech district administra-
tion, in coordination with
FC Balochistan and Dis-
trict Council Kech, orga-
nized a high-profile khuli
kachehri at the Circuit
Hous e in Turbat.  The
gathering saw the active
participation of Chair-
man Dis tric t  Co unc il
Kec h,  Mir O thman
Baloch; Assistant Com-
missioner Tamp, Shaikh
Baloc h; Ad ditional
Dep uty Commiss ioner
Kec h (Revenue),
Asadullah Baloch; SHO
Turbat City, Abdul Ghafar
Dashti; FC officials; heads
of all district departments;
and a large crowd of con-
cerned residents.

The khuli kachehri

became a vibrant plat-
form for citizens to voice
pressing local issues di-
rectly to senior officials.
Resid ents  highlighted
critical challenges includ-
ing shortages of medi-
cines in hospitals, teacher
absenteeism in schools,
deteriorating road infra-
structure,  irregular water
supply, frequent electric-
ity load-shedding, surging
inflat ion, and delays in
o ngo ing develo pment
projects. The public also
stressed the need to re-
vive cross-border trade to
boost local livelihoods.

Responding to these
concerns, district authori-
ties  assured  that swift,
prac tical, and effec tive
measures would be taken.
Departmental heads were
instructed to conduct im-
mediate field visits, evalu-
ate ground realities, and

implement corrective ac-
tions without delay. Offi-
cials emphasized that any
lapse in resolving public
grievances would not be
tolerated, with strict moni-
toring mechanisms in place
to ensure accountability
and performance.

Chairman Distric t
Counc il Kec h,  Mir
Othman Baloc h,  high-
lighted that initiatives like
the khuli kac hehri
strengthen trust between
the ad ministration and
citizens while promoting
transparency and respon-
siveness in governance.
Participants welcomed the
session as a step toward
more accessible govern-
ment, expres sing o pti-
mism that it would lead to
tangible improvements in
service delivery and infra-
structure across Turbat
and neighboring areas.

Independent Report
ZIARAT: Deputy Com-
missioner Ziarat, Abdul
Quddus Achakzai, held a
khuli kachahri (public griev-
ance s ession) in Union
Council Zandra to address
citizens’ concerns and en-
sure timely resolution of
their issues, in line with the
directives of Chief Minis-
ter Balochistan Mir Sarfraz
Bugti and Chief Secretary
Shakeel Qadir.

The session wit-
nessed participation from
district officials and resi-
dents from remote areas,
with a large number of citi-
zens presenting petitions
regarding various adminis-
trative, social, and civic is-
sues. Deputy Commis-
sioner Achakzai issued on-
the-spot instructions for
the immediate redressal of
matters falling under the ju-
risdiction of the district ad-
ministration.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the DC emphasized
that the primary goal of the
khuli kachahri is to resolve
public problems at their

doorstep. He reiterated the
government’s commitment
to ensuring access to edu-
cation, healthcare, and all
essential services for the
people of Ziarat.

He highlighted ongo-
ing initiatives to strengthen
law and order in the dis-
trict, noting that criminal
elements have been effec-
tively neutralized, paving
the way for peace and se-
curity. Infrastructure devel-
opment projects are also
underway to enhance living
standards across the dis-
trict.

Dep uty Commis-
sioner Achakzai urged citi-
zens to continue raising
their issues through official
forums, assuring them of
the administration’s full
commitment to resolving
complaints promptly. “Our
foremost priority is the
welfare of the people, pro-
viding them access to edu-
cation, health, and other
essential facilities, and ad-
dressing their grievances
directly at their doorstep,”
he said.

Independent Report
QUETTA: Under the lead-
ership of Deputy Com-
mis sio ner Quetta
Mehrullah Badini,  the
d is trict  ad ministration
has launc hed  an amb i-
tious tree plantation cam-
paign aimed at beautify-
ing the city and promot-
ing a cleaner, greener en-
vironment.

The high-level meet-
ing s aw p artic ip atio n
from Additional Deputy
Commissioner (General)
Muhammad Anwar Kakr,
Assistant Commissioner
Revenue Quetta Hafiz
Muhammad Tariq, offi-
cials from the Forest De-
p artment,  repres enta-
tives of Rotary Club, and
Quetta Online. During the

session, it was decided
that the plantation drive
will be carried out exten-
sively along major city
roads, educational insti-
tutions, and other key
public spaces.

Deputy Co mmis -
sioner Badini emphasized
that enhancing the aes-
thetic appeal of Quetta
and maintaining a pollu-
tion-free,  healthy envi-
ronment remains  a top
priority for the district
administration. He di-
rected relevant authori-
ties  to ensure that  the
plantation drive is con-
ducted  in a well-o rga-
nized  and  s ys tematic
manner, with proper care
and maintenance of the
newly planted trees.

Independent Report
HUB: Government officers
and staff in Hub received a
comprehensive briefing on
provincial tax compliance as
the Balochistan Revenue
Authority (BRA) orga-
nized a high-profile aware-
ness and orientation session
to ensure proper imple-
mentation of withholding
tax laws.

The ses sion high-
lighted the critical respon-
sibilities of designated with-
holding agents, including

deducting sales tax at pre-
scribed rates, submitting
returns on time, and avoid-
ing common compliance er-
rors. BRA experts also ex-
plained legal obligations and
potential penalties for non-
compliance, ensuring par-
ticipants fully understand
the importance of timely
adherence.

Representatives from
multiple departments ac-
tively engaged in discus-
sions, raising questions and
receiving detailed guidance.



Heavy cost of SOEs
Burdened by chronic losses
and rising debt, Pakistan’s
SOEs have for years drained
public funds that could have
been spent on sectors such as
healthcare and education. Fre-
quent equity injections, subsi-
dies, loans and sovereign guar-
antees reduced the pressure
on these entities to fix their
inefficiencies. Instead of re-
form, the outcome has been a
growing pile of liabilities. Suc-
cessive governments promised
to restructure, privatise or im-
prove the governance of these
enterprises. Under various IMF
programmes — including the
current one — Islamabad
pledged greater transparency,
regular performance audits and
the appointment of professional
independent boards. But fol-
low-through has been weak.
Reforms are announced with
fanfare, yet implementation
rarely matches the rhetoric.
Poor political will, coupled with
resistance from vested inter-
ests, continues to stall mean-
ingful change, adding to the
burden of taxpayers.

This is what the Central
Monitoring Unit’s latest
stocktake of SOEs for the past
fiscal year has highlighted once
again. Government support to
these entities jumped 37pc to
Rs2.079tr, driven mainly by
Rs729bn in fresh equity injec-
tions and an expansion in offi-
cial lending. Even though direct
grants and subsidies have de-
clined, the overall financial bur-
den on the exchequer contin-
ues to grow. Total SOE liabili-
ties have climbed to Rs9.571tr,
roughly half the annual federal
budget. Unfunded pension ob-
ligations alone stand at
Rs2.03tr. Meanwhile, the cir-
cular debt remains stuck at
around Rs1.9tr despite re-
peated capital injections. The
form of support  may have
changed, but the underlying
structural strain remains in-
tact. The opportunity cost is
enormous. Out of Rs12.97tr
collected in taxes, about Rs2.1tr
— nearly one in every six ru-
pees — was redirected towards
SOEs to keep them afloat. In
effect, public revenue is being
recycled to sustain entities that
together posted a net adjusted
loss of Rs122.9bn last year.The
deep-rooted problems of the
public sector are most visible
in the crumbling power sector.
It is the least liquid and most
heavily indebted segment of the
state system, reflecting a
broader failure of governance.
The CMU assessment is par-
ticularly striking because the
power sector has received the
largest share of government
equity injections and fiscal sup-
port. With mounting losses and
negative equity, the sector lead-
ership appears unable to run it
as a viable commercial enter-
prise. The CMU’s recommen-
dations — stronger boards,
timely audits, better disclosure
and performance-based ac-
countability — are not new.
What makes this report stand
out is its blunt conclusion that
the crisis is not just about fi-
nancial losses but also the ab-
sence of strategic direction.
Without fundamental restruc-
turing, disciplined capital allo-
cation and a shift from merely
keeping entities afloat to mak-
ing them efficient, SOEs can-
not function as sustainable
businesses.

Reclaiming public space
Farhan Anwar

Public spaces are consid-
ered to be public assets
that define the physical,
social and cultural iden-
tity of an urban space and
community. Regrettably,
over the years, Karachi
has experienced a decline
in the vitality of public
spaces, despite being his-
to rically kno wn for its
lively public spaces in-
cluding streets, markets
and squares. The iconic
S add ar area and the
coastal ecosystem, once
vibrant hubs , have lost
their appeal due to fac-
tors such as increased
co mmerc ialis ation,  ne-
glect, encroachment and
changing societal prefer-
ences.

Recently, the World
Banklaunched the publi-
cation The Hidden Wealth
of Cities — Creating, Fi-
nanc ing and Managing
P ublic  Sp ac es ,  whic h
looks at public spaces as
catalysts of overall im-
proved urban liveability;
the sec tio n o n s patial
patterns in Karachi indi-
cates thatgreen areas have
decreased b y four p er
cent, whereas the urban
extent in this core city ex-
panded by 8pc between
2005 and 2017. The share
of public spaces of the
to tal b uilt-up area is
14pc; the share of street
areas is 8.7pc. A closer ex-
aminatio n o f p ublic -
space typology shows a
considerable number of
unclas s ifiab le p ublic
spaces and a relative lack
o f c ity and
neighbourhood parks in
the city.

Des pite b eing a
highly residential city,
many res id ential
neighb o urho o d s in
Karachi have almost no
green areas to provide en-
vironmental and s ocial
benefits to the people. If
we take the case of urban
streets, which are glo-
bally being revived as vi-
brant public spaces, then
pedestrian access has been
neglected, and most roads

and pavements in Karachi
have been encroached on,
lack basic safety features
or are not maintained regu-
larly. This hampers acces-
sibility and mobility, par-
ticularly for women, the
elderly and people with
disabilities.

T he s hift  toward s
prioritising land for prof-
itable endeavours, for in-
stance residential gated
c o mp lexes,  s ho pp ing
malls and high-end eater-
ies, has resulted in a scar-
city of accessible public
spaces. Land that needs
to be considered a social
asset has been treated as
a financial commodity.
T his  s hift  to ward s
privatised spaces has led
to a less inclus ive and
more segregated  urb an
landscape. The glamour of
private spaces and the
gloom of public spaces
sharply reflect develop-
ment priorities that pro-
mo te inequity.  Many
causal factors contribute
to this decay. The cre-
ation and upkeep of pub-
lic spaces in Karachi have
been deprived of political
support. At the core of
the ro t lies ineffec tive
governance and a lack of
c lear visio n in und er-
standing public spaces as
critical triggers  of im-
proved overall urban live-
ability.

There is a need to de-
velop a ho lis tic policy
co nstruc t mandated to
c o ver all fo rms and
typ olo gies o f p ub lic
s paces  with a guid ing
framework for designing,
implementing, managing
and  mo nitoring urb an
public spaces in an inclu-
sive manner. This policy
agenda for change should
emerge as a shared, con-
sensus-based vision for
the city’s urban spaces,
and involve relevant for-
mal and informal stake-
ho lders and be jointly
owned by all public enti-
ties  whose mandate in-
c lud es  vario us  p ublic
spaces in Karachi. Also
engaged should be au-
thorities such as the can-

Post-cuts
Huma Yusuf

Democracy dies in dark-
nes s.  T he Was hingto n
P os t’s  tagline fo r the
Trump era, introduced af-
ter Amazon’s Jeff Bezos
bought the paper in 2013,
has  beco me prophetic,
with Bezos himself cast-
ing a shadow over the
publication. News that the
Po st laid  o ff 300-plus
journalists — a third of its
newsroom — may seem a
distant concern for most
Pakistanis. But it signals
the deepening of trends
that will affect free speech
and d emo crac y world-
wide.

Events have unfolded
almost as a caricature of
media capitulation under
authoritarianism. The cull
of Post journalists (whose
collective salaries would
barely dent the fortunes of
the world’s fourth richest
man) coincided with the
release of an obsequious
film about US First Lady
Melania Trump, on which
Bezos spent $75 million.
Many believe Bezos is
gutting the Post to ap-
pease the US president in
the hope of winning gov-
ernment contracts for his
other businesses.

The sac kings have
drawn attention as Donald
Trump seems to have got-
ten the better of the paper
most famous for investi-
gative reporting on the
Watergate scandal. But it
is only the latest morbid
milestone in the decline of
global independent jour-
nalism. Over the past 20
years, the US has lost a
third of its newspapers
and two-thirds of its re-
porters. Trump’s decision
last year to cut funding for
Voice of America and Ra-
dio Liberty, plus the halt
of USAID s uppo rt for
free media, have amplified
the global media crisis.

Cynical corporate in-
terests and rampant state
c ens ors hip s ub verting
pres s freedo m … that
sounds so familiar to Pa-
kistani media watchers.

When media censorship in
less free societies , like
ours, becomes egregious,
civil society actors often
rely on c redib le global
publications  to out the
truth and help course cor-
rect. That recourse is now
fas t dwindling. This  is
concerning given the pres-
sure on domestic news
outlets, which the Free-
dom Network described
last year as facing ‘exis-
tential threat’ due to jour-
nalist intimidation, judi-
cial overreach and draco-
nian legislatio n that
clamps down on media
freedom.

It  is alarming that
Bezos’s axe fell on the
Post’s international corre-
spondents, including those
in conflict hotspots. The
demise of independent re-
portage is terrifying, par-
ticularly as other voices
ranging from CSOs such as
Human Rights  Watch to
UN rap p orteurs find
themselves censored and
attacked. In dark times,
truth-telling is often left to
journalists.  Without them,
silence will reign over the
worst injustices.

T he other ho rro r
s temming fro m
journalism’s wane is the
prospect of a wo rld in
which all information is
misinformation. In May
2025, there were mo re
than 1,200 AI-generated
news sites convincingly
p resenting as  c red ib le
news sources but spew-
ing out false claims with
minimal human interven-
tion. This should give
pause to those who be-
lieve AI bots can replace
newsrooms. Ironically, it
is under-appreciated how
critical journalism is to
the success of generative
AI. Briefly, large language
models can process exist-
ing content; they cannot
create original content.
For that, you need jour-
nalis ts . In fac t ,  news
sources comprise half of
the top 10 sites in Google
d atas ets  us ed  to  train
LLMs .  A dro p  in the
quantity of human-made

content could lead AI ap-
plications to “malfunc-
tion, degrade, and poten-
tially even collapse”, ac-
cording to analyses by
Courtney Radsch, a non-
resid ent fellow at  the
Brookings Institution.

The Post job cuts —
though politically driven
— were justified on the
basis of the tough eco-
nomics o f mains tream
news  (the P o s t has
s truggled  after lo sing
250,000 subscribers after
Bezos prevented the pa-
per from endorsing Ka-
mala Harris during the last
US  p resid ential p o ll) .
Democratic backsliding
must b e ad d ress ed
thr-o-ugh civil s oc iety
movements, judicial chal-
lenge and  p rogres s ive
trends at the ballot box.
Meanwhile, news rooms
must focus on surviving
so as to continue the fight
for free speech and ac-
countability. In that con-
text, Pakistani news out-
lets can take two lessons
from the Post’s travails.

The firs t is to join
global media movements
pushing for regulation to
ensure that news outlets
(and not just the big West-
ern brands with access to
persuasive lawyers) are
fairly comp ensated for
feeding data into the AI
machine, whether to train
LLMs,  o r p ro vide the
content that enables AI-
generated search results.

The second is to in-
vest in the kind of news
that AI will never be able
to generate (unless it hal-
lucinates it) — and that
is local news. Communi-
ties and their challenges
can only be witnessed at
the grassroots by real re-
p o rters ,  and  highly
localised coverage will in-
creas ingly d ifferentiate
credible news reporting
from AI ‘slop’. Such steps
will help news ro o ms
build the economic resil-
ience needed to sustain
political resistance, and
ensure that Watergate is
not consigned to history
as an anomaly.

Frozen relationship

Land of the unclear

Maleeha Lodhi
The terrorist attack on an
imambargah earlier this
month — the worst in the
federal capital for over a
decade — prompted Paki-
stani leaders to again accuse
Afghanistan of providing
sanctuary to violent groups
that threaten Pakistan’s se-
curity. The militant IS-K
(Islamic State-Khorasan)
group that claimed respon-
sibility is based in Afghani-
stan and estimated to have
2,000 fighters. Initial inves-
tigation by Pakistan’s secu-
rity agencies found that the
mastermind of the Feb 6
bo mbing belonged to
Da’esh and trained in Af-
ghanistan.

In a statement, Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari called
out the Taliban regime for
harbouring terrorist
organisations. In similar
vein, several ministers
pointed the finger at Kabul
and alleged that its ‘collu-
sion’ with India was behind
the attack. For its  part,
Kabul cond emned the
mosque bombing, saying it
“contradicted Islamic and
humanitarian values”. This
was unsurprising as IS-K is
the Taliban’s bitter foe. But
the denunciation did noth-

ing to lower tensions be-
tween the two neighbours.

Relations between Pa-
kistan and Afghanistan have
continued to deteriorate in
the past several months
and remain in a frozen state.
Diplomatic engagement has
ground to a virtual halt,
though embassies are open
in both countries. Trade is
suspended and the border
has been closed since last
Oc tober, when dead ly
clashes erupted and led to
open hostilities.

That followed a major
TTP attack in Kurram in
which several Pakistani sol-
diers were killed. After this,
Pakistan launched air
strikes against militant tar-
gets in Afghanistan, includ-
ing in Kabul. Afghan mili-
tary forces then attacked
multiple border posts in
response. The situation es-
calated further with fierce
cross-border retaliatory
strikes by Pakistan.

A ceas efire was
reached through mediation
by Qatar and Turkiye. But
subsequent talks between
Pakistan and Afghanistan
ended in deadlock over the
iss ue of the Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan that has
been stepping up attacks on
Pakistan’s security forces
from Afghan soil.

Umair Javed

At the time of writing, the
contractual status of net-
metered solar connections
remains unc lear.  New
regulations from Nepra,
backed by the Power Di-
vision, converted all new
and existing customers to
a net-billing scheme, dras-
t ically red ucing the
buyback rate. Shortly af-
ter, though, the prime
minister entered the fray
and asked the same Power
Division to challenge the
regulator’s decision.

Passionate adherents
of the sitting government
who were lauding Nepra’s
b old nes s in taking o n
470,000 ‘ elites ’ then
p ro mptly laud ed  the
P M’s  attentivenes s  to
their tears.  In some eyes,
the go vernment s imp ly
can’t lose.

On the larger issue at
hand, there are a few things
that can be conceded from
the outset. The first is that
the official position on
net-metering is, narrowly
and technically, correct.
The marginal price of elec-
tricity during the day has
fallen, but net-metered
connections, amounting to
around 7,000 MW of in-
stalled capacity, are able
to offset their exported

units at the average grid
price.

In this way, they ac-
crue a benefit that is not
available to households
who do not have grid-con-
nected solar. And yes, the
gap between the two (ie,
the benefit) is indirectly
paid for by non-net-me-
tered consumers via the
distribution companies.

The second point of
concession is that the gen-
erous incentive offered by
net-metering certainly en-
couraged solar adoption,
but this adoption forms a
comparatively small part
of Pakistan’s ongoing so-
lar revolution. The vast
bulk of solar adoption, to-
talling more than 14,000
MW of capacity, is off-
grid, and has shifted de-
mand away from the na-
tional grid because of the
latter’s lack of reliability,
high price, and in many
places, complete absence.

As census and HIES
(Househo ld  Integrated
Economic Survey) num-
bers both confirm, more
than 10 p er c ent o f
Pakistan’s  househo lds
now rely on solar as their
primary form of electric-
ity. This  figure masks
co nsiderable variation,
with rates being much
higher in rural Balochistan

and KP compared to ur-
ban and rural Punjab.

This variation maps
on to population density,
poverty, and most impor-
tantly, grid access and re-
liab ility, which exp lain
why the percentage of ru-
ral households connected
to the national grid has
fallen by nearly 6pc in the
last decade.

T he environment
that encouraged this adop-
tion is marked by a peren-
nial state of exhaustion
with the state’s expensive
provision of electricity, as
well as sales tax conces-
sions, credit subsidy, and
import relaxations that al-
lowed a glut of panels and
inverters to enter and take
over the Pakistani market
in the first place.

With the retail, dis-
tribution and human re-
source system of solar
now firmly in place, this
pattern is unlikely to re-
verse, even as the conces-
sions are gradually rolled
back. Proof of concept is
well beyond the point of
being established.

Given these two
points taken in narrow
isolation, one can concede
that the go vernment is
right: that net-metering
represents a cross-subsidy
to mostly upper-income

households from the rest,
and that reversing it does
little to harm the
co untry’s  rap idly pro-
gress ing and very
decentralised green energy
transition, which is driven
by other policy measures
anyway.

But the problem has
to be contextualised and
broadened b eyond this
very narrow turf. The gov-
ernment claims that it is
changing this policy for
the benefit of the common
consumer, who doesn’t
have the resources or the
roof space to instal an ex-
pensive net-metered con-
nection. Embedded in this
claim is the notion that
shifting net-metering to
net-billing, ie, getting rid
of the subsidy, will reduce
cost pressures on the tar-
iff, thus  benefiting the
masses.

To date, there is no
figure indicating what this
reduction entails o r by
how many paisas or ru-
pees it will reduce the do-
mestic tariff. We are sim-
ply expected to go along
with the government’s
claim that this is a pro-
poor proposal that will
reap (unclear) dividends in
the medium term.

There is a second, as-
sociated issue at hand as

well. The government’s
fixation on net-metering is
a red herring. The cross-
subs idy to net-metered
consumers is not respon-
sible for the higher price
of electricity being paid by
the masses. At least not in
any meaningful way.

The reasons for that
higher price lie elsewhere
— in the generation mix,
in the underinvestment in
infrastructure, in the line
losses and poor gover-
nance of distribution com-
panies , and most perti-
nently, in the take-or-pay
contracts signed with in-
dependent power produc-
ers (IPPs).

Loo king p as t this
sleight of hand, we get an
indication of the battles
the government is willing
to fight and the ones it
chooses not to. Net-me-
tered customers are told
that the government is not
obligated to buy electric-
ity from them at the same
rate (or on the same prin-
ciple) forever. They are
told that the purchase rate
should reflect the market
rate of electricity during
the hours of sale. This is a
fair enough assertion.

But what then of the
utility-sc ale solar IP Ps
that were commissioned
with fixed tariffs, which

far exceed the current mar-
ginal price of solar elec-
tricity? Are those also go-
ing to be opened up and
challenged on the same
grounds? Why should ex-
isting domestic consumer
contracts be revised on
welfare concerns, but oth-
ers  are left untouched,
even when they’re more
squarely responsible for
the perverse price of elec-
tric ity  that  the mass es
have to pay?

Any change to net-
meter regulations for ex-
ist ing p ros umers  was
bound to be unpopular,
because it impacted sec-
tions of society that have
greater voice and access
than most. There should
be no qualms in admitting
this.

But the terms of the
debate that the govern-
ment has set and the man-
ner in which it has gone
about doing it cast ques-
tion marks on the entire
process. By turning this
solely into a reverse Robin
Hood story of net-metered
elites vs the rest, the real
issue of expensive elec-
tricity, compounded by
another cap acity-b ased
surcharge being quietly
added to everyone’s bills,
gets lost in the weeds of
public outcry and panic.

tonments, DHA and hous-
ing societies so that they
also find the inspiration
to  develo p their o wn
policy guidelines in align-
ment with the larger
shared vision.

The po licy frame-
work should incentivise
the rejuvenation of inac-
tive passive urban public
spaces and the protection
o f exis ting func tional
spac es from encro ach-
ment.  Also  inc lud ed
should be considerations
for resto ration and the
adaptive reuse o f built
heritage spaces for com-
munity us e.  An urban
s treet  d esign manual
needs to be prepared and
imp-lemented to catalyse
the activation of streets
as vib-rant public spaces.
Public entities with juris-
diction over public spaces
should engage with com-
munities  to  p romo te
volunte-e-rism for build-
ing greater social capital.
Space design should be
inspired by and sourced
from local sociocultural
and architec tural sensi-
tivities for incentivising a
sense of greater belonging
and ownership in com-
munities where forms fol-
low function. Globally,
local governments faced
with similar challenges are
o pen to  learning fro m
successful ap pro aches
adopted by civil society
and  the p rivate sector,
which can be s treamlined
in a policy framework to
expand the scale and ben-
efits of resulting interven-
tions. There is an urgent
need to both document
and c ritic ally analys e
s uch p rojec ts  and
programmes that are ac-
tually wo rking in this
city. Pub lic sp aces are
now regarded as critical
triggers for overall im-
proved urban liveability
with d ividends that are
social, economic and en-
vironmental.  By
prioritising public space
revitalis atio n, Karachi
can build a stronger, vi-
brant, more inclusive ur-
ban identity.

To Islamabad’s de-
mand that TTP should be
disarmed and its violent ac-
tivities stopped, the Taliban
apparently gave unverifi-
able verbal assurances but
declined to give a written
commitment. Cross-border
attacks by TTP fighters,
that number around 6,000
in Afghanistan, have surged
since the Taliban reclaimed
po wer.  Las t year s aw
around 600 TTP attacks,
making 2025 the deadliest
year in a decade for Paki-
stani casualties. Over 3,500
have been killed in Pakistan
in TTP attacks since 2021.

The February 2026
report of the UN Security
Council’s analytical sup-
port and sanctions monitor-
ing team notes the increase
in TTP attacks and says
Afghan authorities continue
to provide a permissive en-
vironment for the militant
organisation and other ter-
rorist groups. An earlier UN
report of November 2025
said TTP attacks have led
to military confrontation
between the two countries,
closure of border-crossings
and ec onomic cons e-
quences, which it casts as
“the greatest short-term
threat to the d e facto
[Taliban] authorities’ sta-
bility”.

Before the October
2025 breakdown in rela-
tions, Pakistan tried a car-
rot-and-stick policy to per-
suade Taliban leaders to
address its security con-
cerns about TTP. The stick
was evident in the coercive
policy pursued in the past
two years. This had three
elements: kinetic air strikes
at TTP hideouts in Afghani-
stan, tightening of transit
trade restrictions and ex-
pulsion of illegally resi-
dent Afghan refugees from
Pakistan.

The carrot was re-
flected in revived diplo-
matic engagement with
Taliban authorities, which
reached a high point in
April 2025 when deputy
prime minister and foreign
minister Ishaq Dar visited
Kabul. Pakistan acceded
to several Taliban requests
on bilateral and transit
trade issues and offered to
up grad e relations.  Dar
visited Kabul three times
last year as part of high-
level dialogue.

The Taliban, for their
part, pledged to ‘contain’
the TTP. But, as in the
past, this turned out to be
an empty promise. Pub-
licly, Kabul always denied
there were TTP hideouts
in Afghanistan. But pri-

vately, in talks with Paki-
stani o fficials , Taliban
lead ers, of course,  ac-
knowledged the TTP pres-
ence.

In successive rounds
of talks, they offered to
take action while urging
Pakistani interlocutors to
talk to TTP and show flex-
ibility o n two  of the
group’s core demands —
withd rawal of military
forces from the tribal ar-
eas and reversal of Fata’s
merger into KP. These de-
mands are, of course, non-
negotiable for Pakistan.

The unedifying out-
come of talks while TTP
attacks surged and claimed
rising c asualties  led
Islamabad to conclude the
Taliban were not prepared
to break with TTP. Hav-
ing exhausted diplomatic
avenues, Pakistani officials
felt the only option was to
mount sustained pressure
on Kabul to make it change
co urse. This is  where
things stand at present.

Islamabad’s strategy
is, for now, aimed at rais-
ing the costs for Kabul for
its  no n-action o n TTP.
Having made it clear to the
Taliban that mass casualty
attacks from Afghan soil
will invite a kinetic re-
sponse, Pakistan has been

conducting cross-border
strikes against TTP bases
and targeting individuals.
Some strikes have been
deeper in Afghan territory.

Meanwhile, the pro-
longed closure of the bor-
der and halt in trade are
key levers Pakistan is us-
ing to  pressure Kabul.
This involves significant
loss in revenues for the
Taliban regime, estimated
at $400 million a year.
Then there is the loss in
export earnings for Af-
ghanistan. Exports to Pa-
kis tan have ranged be-
tween $880m and $566m
in recent years. More-
over, the suspension of
trans it trad e o bvious ly
entails detrimental conse-
quences for Afghanistan
and its people. All this is
apart from the smuggling
that takes p lace across
open borders from which
the Taliban benefit.

Islamabad’s calcula-
tion is that economic pres-
sure will also start to af-
fect the Afghan public,
which could then direct its
resentment at the regime.
Moreover, there are indi-
cations that not all Taliban
factions are wedded to
TTP and some see it as a
so urc e o f unnecessary
friction with Pakistan.
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LAHORE: Punjab Minister for Health and Chairman Cabinet Committee for
law and order Khawaja Salman Rafique addressing the participants of Vice
Chancellors Conference.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Housing &
Works Mian Riaz Hussain Pirzada inaugurates
development work in F-14 and F-15 sectors.

HYDERABAD: Sindh Minister for local govern-
ment Syed Nasir Hussain Shah addressing during
Ceremony to distribute ownership certificates
among slum dwellers at SRTC ground.

LAHORE: Members of All Government Employees
Grand Alliance hold protest demonstration outside
civil secretariat building in Lahore for acceptance
of their demands.

GUJRAT: Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif addressing the
Honhaar Scholarships and laptops among students distribution ceremony.

LAHORE: Members of Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) and
Insaf Lawyers Forum protest over health concerns
of Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Founder Imran Khan out-
side High Court in Lahore.

CM Sindh inaugurates new
Rs2.49 bln complex of SPSC

PTI protests become
hassle for people
of KPK: Babak

Punjab health reforms
to ensure transparent,

timely care: Abbasi

Maryam urges youth to
protect country, nation

Distributes Honhaar Scholarships, laptops
among students in Gujrat

Kundi criticizes PTI’s
protest, urges immediate

reopening of roads

Housing Ministry committed
to addressing allottees’ issues

on priority: Riaz Pirzada

CM Punjab announces
‘Maryam Ko Batain’

program for Ramazan

84 VCs attend first-ever
conference on Countering

Violent Extremism in Punjab
Sharjeel Memon says:

Fake news major threat
to individuals, families

UNICEF, South Punjab
join hands for child
development drive

Jewellery shop
looted in

Karachi as
thieves make
off with 606

tola gold
KARACHI (INP):  Karachi
has witnessed another ma-
jor theft as unknown sus-
pects broke into a jewellery
shop in Karachi and stole
gold and diamonds worth
millions of rupees.

According to police,
thieves got entry by break-
ing through a wall of the
gold jewellery shop located
in district West’s Iqbal
Market and stole gold and
diamonds worth millions of
rupees.

The thieves  after
breaking through a wall of
the shop, escaped around
606 tolas of gold valued at
approximately Rs300 mil-
lion. Diamonds and other
valuables worth a further
Rs2.5 million were also
taken. The affected jewel-
ler, Ayub Khan, lodged a
complaint at the Iq bal
Market police station. He
told authorities that the
shop was closed as routine
on the 12th, but when staff
reopened it on the 14th, the
safes were found empty.

242 search
operations
conducted

across Punjab
ahead of
Ramadan

LAHORE (INP): Punjab
Po lice conducted 242
search operations across the
province, including Lahore
during the last 24 hours in
view of the upcoming holy
month of Ramadan.

Ac cord ing to the
Punjab Police spokesper-
son, a total of 7,370 indi-
viduals were questioned
during these operations,
while 12 criminals were
taken into custody.

He said that during the
ongoing operations,police
also recovered illegal weap-
ons from criminal and sus-
picious elements, including
34 rifles,375 pistols and 58
guns.

The sp okes pers on
added that since the start
of the current year, Punjab
Police had carried out
16,440 search operations
across the province, during
which more than 688,000
individuals were interro-
gated and 1,951 criminals
were arrested.

Inspector General of
Police (IGP) Punjab Abdul
Kareem directed that search
operations should be con-
tinued to hold anti-state
and criminal elements ac-
countable and to ensure a
peaceful environment dur-
ing Ramadan.

FWO rehabilitates
58-km Dassu-
Sazin section

of Karakoram
Highway

ISLAMABAD (INP):   The
National Highway Author-
ity announced the final
evaluation report for the up-
gradation and rehabilitation
of a section o f the
Karakoram Highway
(KKH), a historic road link-
ing Pakistan and China and
widely regarded as a sym-
bol of enduring friendship
between the two countries,
according to a Gwadar Pro’s
report. As per the official
document, the project titled
“Up-gradation/Rehabilita-
tion of KKH N-35 Between
KM 292+00 – 350+00
Dassu-Sazin,” was procured
through a single-stage two-
envelope bidding procedure
in accordance with public
procurement rules.

According to the an-
nouncement, M/s FWO
was declared the lowest
evaluated bidder with a re-
bated c ost of
Rs5,608,170,338 (about
Rs5.6 billion), and was
found responsive under
PPRA Rules, 2004.

The project will be fi-
nanced through the Road
Maintenanc e Account
(RMA) of NHA, according
to the bidding data. The
contract involves the up-
gradation and rehabilitation
of the Karakoram Highway
section between Dassu and
Sazin.  The Karakoram
Highway, also known as
National Highway-35 (N-
35), is a key transport cor-
ridor connecting Pakistan
and China and facilitating
regional connectivity, trade,
and economic cooperation.

HYDERABAD: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah inaugurates Sindh
Public Service Commission Secretariat Complex in Hyderabad.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minis ter Maryam
Nawaz Sharif has urged the
youth to  safeguard the
country, refrain from vio-
lence and protect public
property.

Add ress ing a cer-
emony in Gujrat for the dis-
tribution of Honhaar schol-
arships and laptops, she
described students as the
“real heroes and chief
guests” of the event, said a
handout issued here on
Monday.

The CM said the
nation’s future rests firmly
in their hands and that their
responsible conduct, unity
and commitment will deter-
mine Pakistan’s progress
and stability. She added that
their enthusiasm and confi-
dence reflected a bright fu-
ture for Pakistan. She said
the scholarship and laptop
programme was not merely
a routine ceremony but a
celebration of students’

hard work and achievement.
She assured that no

child would be deprived of
education due to lack of re-
sources and that all awards
were granted strictly on
merit without any political
consideration.

Declaring 2026 as the
“Year of Youth,” the chief
minister said s tudents
would shape the country’s
future as doctors, engineers
and scientists. She encour-
aged them to dream big, as-
suring that the government
would stand behind them
“like a rock.”

Emphasising national
unity, she urged citizens to
protect every inch of the
country, avoid riots and re-
frain from damaging public
property or green belts. She
stressed that political dif-
ferences must not be turned
into personal hostility and
advised students never to
mock anyone’s illness or
personal hardships.

Calling for an end to
hatred, misinformation and
divisive politics, she said
prayers should be offered
for the recovery of the sick
regardless of political affili-
ation.

Highlighting youth-
focused initiatives, she said
students in Punjab are be-
ing provided scholarships,
laptops, transport facilities
and skills support to en-
hance educational and em-
ployment opportunities .
She added that the passion
shown by students at the
ceremony strengthened her
belief that the future of ev-
ery son and daughter of
Pakistan is bright.

At Khawaja
Muhammad Safdar Medi-
cal College Sialkot, 98 stu-
dents received laptops and
66 scho lars hips , while
1,025 students of govern-
ment co lleges received
laptops and 216 scholar-
ships.

HYDERABAD (APP ):
Sindh Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah inaugu-
rated the renovated build-
ing complex of Sindh Pub-
lic Service Commission
(SPSC), located on Thandi
Sarak road, here on Mon-
day.

Accompanied by the
provincial ministers Syed
Nasir Hussain Shah and
Jam Khan Shoro, the CM
cut the ribbon of the build-
ing complex whose renova-
tion and expansion cost the
pro vinc ial government
Rs2.493 billion.

“The SPSC has estab-
lished a system of merit
bas ed recruitments in
Sindh,” he observed.He said
a transparent and digital
examination system was
their priority.

“The capable and in-

telligent youth will become
the future of Sindh,” he
added.Shah appreciated the
SPSC for introducing the
computer based testing
service.”This complex isn’t
just a building but a center
of merit and progress,” he
underlined.

He vowed to continue
implementing pro grams
which were aimed at the
public welfare as per the
objectives of the Pakistan
Peoples Party’s Sindh gov-
ernment. On the occasion
Chairman SP SC
Muhammad Waseem
briefed the CM about the
complex and its facilities.

He ap prised that a
digital lab had been estab-
lished in the complex for
300 people while a CBT
lab, auditorium, cafeteria,
gymnasium and a mosque

were also part of the new
complex.

“The new complex
will make the commission
stronger and more self reli-
ant,” he expres sed the
hope.Waseem briefed the
CM that the SPSC after
conducting the recruitment
process recommended ap-
pointments of 21,504 can-
didates fro July, 2022, to
December, 2025.

He added that 8,666
qualified candidates were
recommended for jobs in
the Sindh Education De-
partment; 7,357 in the
Sindh Health Department
and Population Depart-
ment; 1,696 in Sindh Local
Government Department;
1,965 in the Sindh Law De-
partment and 1,137 in the
Sindh Agriculture and Live-
stock departments.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Federal Minister for Hous-
ing and Works, Mian Riaz
Hussain Pirzada, has as-
sured that the ministry was
fully committed to address-
ing the issues of allottees
on a priority basis.

He expressed these
views during the
groundbreaking ceremony
for infrastructure develop-
ment work in Sectors F-14
and F-15, launched by the
Federal Government Em-
ployees Housing Authority
(FGEHA). He added that
the formal commencement
of development work in
Islamabad’s Sectors F-14
and F-15 is a practical dem-
onstration of this resolve.

He noted that the
pro ject  was  originally
launched in 2015 but faced
delays due to various rea-
sons. However, he said it is
now being revived  and

moved forward at full pace.
The minister stated

that under the leadership of
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, special emphasis is
being placed on housing
projects, resulting in a sig-
nificant acceleration of de-
velopment activities.

He expressed satisfac-
tion that all sectors of the
Federal Government Em-
ployees Housing Authority
have started returning to
track. Pirzada assured that
all concerns of landowners
and allottees would be ad-
dressed, fair compensation
would be ensured, and the
project would be com-
pleted within the stipulated
timeframe. He said that,
under the agreement, devel-
opment work will be car-
ried out by the National
Logistics Cell (NLC),
whose cooperation he de-
scribed as commendable.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Go vernor Khyb er
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi on Monday strongly
criticized the ongoing sit-in
protest in the province, al-
leging that public life had
been paralyzed while gov-
ernment facilities were be-
ing utilized by demonstra-
tors.

In a statement, the
Governor said that KP
House was itself a prop-
erty of the provincial gov-
ernment and fully equipped
with staff and kitchen fa-
cilities, questioning the ra-
tionale behind staging a pro-
test while availing official
resources.

He remarked that par-
liamentary business at the
Parliament House was con-
tinuing uninterrupted, with

committee meetings pro-
ceeding as per routine, and
expressed surprise over
claims regarding lack of fa-
cilities for the opposition.

The Governor alleged
that major roads in the prov-
ince had been blocked due
to the sit-in, resulting in
severe disruption to daily
life.

He said while other
provinces such as Punjab
and Sindh were functioning
no rmally, Khyb er
Pakhtunkhwa was facing a
standstill.

Criticizing the provin-
cial government, he said the
administration appeared
indifferent to the difficul-
ties being faced by citizens,
particularly patients and
elderly people affected by
road closures.

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Senior Minister for Infor-
mation,  Transpo rt and
Mass Transit Sharjeel Inam
Memon has said that fake
news is a major issue and
that individuals and their
families are being harmed
by it.

He stated that anyone
can file a complaint against
fake news with the Cyber
Crime Wing of the Federal
Investigation Agency, and
that the federal government
has also enacted the PECA
Act.

Speaking in the Sindh
Assembly during questions
and answers session on In-
formation Department, Se-
nior Minister Sharjeel Inam
Memon said that a defama-
tion law also exists, but he
does not recall anyone be-
ing punished under it.

He gave the example
that when a channel is pe-
nalized in the UK, it issues
an apology.

He said that a resolu-
tion on the issue of fake
news should be introduced
in the Sindh Assembly and
that a parliamentary com-
mittee should be formed to
prepare recommendations
for legislation and imple-
mentation.

He emphasized that
they are not against freedom
of expression, but against
fake news.

Memon said that the
province should also have
an authority empowered to
take direct action if any
channel or individual
spreads false news.

He added that the par-
liamentary committee
should examine the issue
and propose solutions to all
related problems.

He said that decisions
regarding which newspa-
pers receive government
advertisements should be
made independently and
entrusted to APNS.

“We want to em-
power the APNS so that
our work becomes easier
and this can serve as the
best system for newspaper
advertising,” he said, add-
ing that despite repeated
written letters, no substan-
tial response was received
from APNS.  Sharjeel
Memon said that everyone
has the right to protest, but
no one has the right to harm
the public. Earlier, the ses-
sion started with recitation
of the Holy Quran and Naat
Sharif with Speaker Awais
Qadir Shah in the chair.

RAWALPINDI (APP ):
Federal Minister for Rail-
ways Hanif Abb asi on
Monday said that ongoing
reforms and modernization
in Punjab’s health sector
would prove a milestone in
ensuring quality medical
treatment for the public.

Addressing the foun-
dation stone-laying cer-
emony of a new facilitation
centre at Benazir Bhutto
Hospital, he said the pro-
vincial government’s efforts
under visionary leadership
of CM Maryam Nawaz
Sharif would ensure equal,
timely and transparent
healthcare services for both
urban and rural popula-
tions.

He said around 4,000
citizens would benefit from
the facilitation c entre,
which would play a key
role in streamlining patient
guidance, registration and
other administrative pro-
cesses within the hospital
system.

The minister high-
lighted that an automated

system was being intro-
duced in hospitals across
Punjab under which patient
registration, medical re-
ports and emergency ser-
vices would be shifted to a
digital platform to enable
patients to receive treat-
ment without unnecessary
delays or influence.

He appreciated
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz for pro-
viding modern facilities to
hospitals in Rawalpindi,
inc luding Holy Family
Hospital and District Head-
quarters Hospital, saying
the measures would not
only improve standards of
care but also create new op-
portunities for medical re-
search and training.

Ab basi said that
projec ts related to
upgradation of hospitals,
es tablishment of new
health centres, expansion of
wards and provision of
modern medical equipment
across Punjab had either
been completed or were
under construction.

PESHAWAR (APP ):
Awami National Party’s
Secretary for Foreign Af-
fairs, Sard ar Hussain
Babak, here Monday said
that the ongoing protests in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa have
become a hassle for the
public, and the continuous
road blockades have para-
lyzed people’s daily lives.

He said that protest
politics has subjected the
people of Pakhtunkhwa to
mental stress and severe
anxiety, says a press re-
lease.

He said that blocking
highways in different parts
of the province has further

increased public difficul-
ties. The working hours of
educational institutions are
being affected, students are
facing problems, and the
movement of patients, the
elderly, and those in need
has  been severely d is-
rupted.

He added that people
who are already suffering
from issues such as terror-
ism, inflation, and unem-
ployment are being pushed
into even greater hardship.

Sardar Hussain Babak
said that protesting in dif-
ferent cities  of
Pakhtunkhwa will not ben-
efit any political leader.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minis ter Maryam
Nawaz Sharif has an-
nounced the launch of a
special “Maryam Ko
Batain” programme from
the firs t of Ramazan to
provide immediate financial
assistance to deserving
families, with eligible appli-
cants to receive up  to
Rs10,000 within 24 hours.

In a message posted on
social media platform X, the
chief minister said the ini-
tiative aims to  ens ure
prompt support for indi-
viduals facing financial hard-

ship during the holy month.
She added that a dedicated
helpline, 1000, will become
operational from the start
of Ramazan to facilitate
applications. Under the
programme, citizens will
also be able to apply by
entering their CNIC num-
ber on a web portal or mo-
bile application. Applica-
tions will be processed
through a transparent digi-
tal verification system fea-
turing live tracking, digital
record-keeping and con-
tinuous monitoring to en-
sure accountability.

MULTAN (APP ):
UNICEF Chief Field Office
Ramiz Behbudov met Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary
South Punjab Fuad Hashim
Rabbani at the South Punjab
Secretariat in Multan to dis-
cuss collaborative efforts
aimed at improving child
health, education and skills
development across the re-
gion.

The meeting was at-
tended by Special Secretary
Health South Punjab Syed
Shahbaz Hussain, addi-
tional secretaries, and offi-
cials from WASA and the
Public Health Engineering
Department.

Discussions focused

on advancing child welfare
initiatives, with particular
emphasis on education,
health services, skills train-
ing and community devel-
opment.

Officials briefed the
participants on the ongoing
Model Villages Project in
South Punjab, which is be-
ing implemented at an ac-
celerated pace.

Under the first year of
the two-year initiative, 100
villages have been selected
for development.

The project also in-
cludes the installation of
500 hand pumps to im-
prove access to clean drink-
ing water.

LAHORE (APP ): T he
Punjab Centre of Excellence
on Countering Violent Ex-
tremism (CECVE) under
the Ho me Department
organised the first-ever Vice
Chancellors’ Conference in
Punjab’s history under the
National Action Plan and
the National Po licy on
Countering Violent Extrem-
ism 2024 to promote a co-
ordinated academic role in
preventing extremism and
fostering social harmony.

Vice chancellors of 84
public and private univer-
sities attended the confer-
ence.

Provincial Minister
and Chairman of the Cabi-
net Committee on Law and
Ord er Khawaja Salman
Rafique presided over the
conference, which high-
lighted the role of universi-
ties in fostering national

cohesion, tolerance and in-
tellectual development.

Secretary Home
Punjab Dr Ahmad Javed
Qazi, Chairman HEC Prof
Dr Niaz Ahmad, Secretary
Auqaf Dr Ehsan Bhutta,
Additional IG Operations
Muhammad Ali Nekokara,
Special Secretary Home
Fazal-ur-Rehman, Chief Co-
ordination Officer Ghulam
Sagheer Shahid, Deputy Co-
ordination Officer Dr Ahmad
Khawar Shehzad, Dr Tahir
Raza Bukhari attended the
conference.

Khawaja Salman
Rafique appreciated the ef-
forts of the Home Depart-
ment and CECVE for orga-
nizing the conference on
such a critical subject. He
said that the fight against
terrorism and extremism
was a collective national
responsibility and required

unity, practical measures
and sustained efforts to en-
sure lasting peace in soci-
ety.

He emphasised that
educational institutions had
a key role in character build-
ing of youth and in coun-
tering intolerance, misinfor-
mation, social tensions and
identity-based conflicts. He
said that universities, as
centres of higher learning,
significantly shaped na-
tional, social, intellectual
and civic trends and must
actively promote modera-
tion and harmony.

Secretary Home Dr
Ahmad Javed Qazi said
that the framework of the
Centre of Excellence on
Countering Violent Extrem-
ism Act 2025 provided
guidance for inclusive en-
gagement of all schools of
thought.
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QUETTA: Deputy Commissioner Quetta Mehraullah Badini presides over the meeting regarding col-
lection of Agricultural Income Tax.

VIENNA: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif addresses Pakistan
Austria Business forum held at Federal Economic Chamber.

ISLAMABAD: Ministry of Water Resources and IHE Delft delegation sign
MoU to strengthen Pakistan-Netherlands water cooperation, witnessed by
Federal Minister for Water Resources Mian Muhammad Mueen Wattoo and
Ambassador H.E. Mr. Robert-Jan Siegert.

KARACHI: Federal Secretary of the Special In-
vestment Facilitation Council (SIFC), Mr. Jameel
Qureshi, addresses the launching ceremony of the
event titled “Improving Pakistan’s Competitive
Ranking under the Business Ready (B-READY)

 Index”  at a local hotel in provincial capital.

LARKANA: A shopkeeper displaying ladies clothes
to attract the customers at Reshamgali.

FAISALABAD: Students are visiting different stalls
during the Gur Mela organized by Directorate of
Farms at the University of Agriculture Faisalabad.

Jazz, USF sign Badin
project to expand Digital

connectivity in Sindh

Rupee gains
01 paisa
against

US Dollar
IS LAMABAD (APP ):
The Rupee on Monday
appreciated by 01 paisa
against the US Dollar in in-
terbank trading and closed
at Rs 279.61 compared to
the previous day’s closing
at Rs279.62.

Ac cord ing to the
Forex Association of Paki-
stan (FAP), the buying and
selling rates of the Dollar in
the open market were re-
corded at Rs 280.30 and Rs
282.25, respectively. The
price of the Euro against
Rupee increased by Rs 0.27
to close at Rs 331.84 from
the previous day’s close of
Rs 331.57, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP). The Japanese Yen
remained unchanged and
closed at Rs 1.82, whereas
the exchange rate of the Brit-
ish Pound witnessed a in-
crease of Rs 1 and closed at
Rs 381.77 compared to the
previous day’s Rs380.77.

The exchange rate of
the Emirates Dirham and
the Saudi Riyal declined by
Rs.0.01 each and  were
traded at Rs 76.12 and Rs
74.55, respectively.

Jamil reiterates commitment
to investor facilitation,
swift service delivery

FPCCI, Hungary to boost
economic cooperation in
Agri, IT & energy sectors

PSX sheds
5,149 points
to close at

174,453 points
ISLAMABAD (AP P):
The benchmark KSE-100
Ind ex o f the P akis tan
Stock Exchange (PSX) on
Monday witnessed bear-
ish trend, losing 5,149.79
points, a negative change
of 2.87 percent, to close
at 174,453.94 points com-
p ared to 179,603.73
points o n the previous
trading day, according to
PSX data.

During the session, the
ready market recorded a
trading volume of 773.291
million shares with a traded
value of Rs 46.242 billion,
against 708.968 million
shares valuing Rs 38.887
billion in the previous ses-
sion. Market capitalization
declined to Rs 19.781 tril-
lion from Rs 20.359 trillion
a day earlier.

Out of 487 active com-
panies in the ready market,
65 advanced, 378 declined,
and 44 remained un-
changed.

K-Electric Limited
topped the volume chart
with 63.826 million shares,
followed by WorldCall
Telecom with 62.243 mil-
lion shares and The Bank
of Punjab with 56.166 mil-
lion shares.

Gold prices
drop sharply
by Rs.3,200

per tola
IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Gold prices witnessed a sig-
nificant decline in both do-
mestic and international
markets on Monday as 24
karat gold per tola rates de-
creased by Rs3,200 to settle
at Rs523,762, All Pakistan
Sarafa Gems and Jewellers
Association reported.

The price of 10 grams
of 24 karat gold fell by
Rs2,743 to Rs449,041,
while that of 10 grams of
22 karat gold dropped by
Rs2,515 to Rs411,635.

In the international
market, gold prices declined
by $32 to $5,010 p er
ounce.

Meanwhile, silver
prices also  rec orded a
downward trend. The price
of silver per tola decreased
by Rs55 to Rs8,164, while
10 grams of silver declined
by Rs47 to Rs6,999. In the
international market, silver
prices fell by $0.55 to
$76.80 per ounce.

PM Shehbaz invites Austrian
investors, business companies

to invest in Pakistan

SOEs losses declining gradually;
go down by Rs.74bln: Aurangzeb

AJK PM Rathore offers
investment opportunities
to Overseas Kashmiris

Strengthen Pakistan–Dutch water cooperation

Ministry of Water
Resources, IHE Delft
delegation sign MoU

NHA operates with
Rs43bn surplus, rejects

‘loss-making’ labels

SBP launches “Cyber
Shield” to safeguard the

banking system, customers

FPCCI hails
reduction in

Sindh
Infrastructure

dev. Cess
KARACHI (APP): Federa-
tion of Pakistan Chambers
of Commerce and Industry
(FPCCI), on Monday, wel-
co med the Sindh
government’s decision to
reduce the infrastructure
development cess, terming
it a historic breakthrough
expected to reduce the cost
of doing business by hun-
dreds of millions of dollars
annually.

President FPCCI Atif
Ikram Sheikh, SVP Saquib
Fayyaz Magoon, Vice
presidents Abdul Mohamin
Khan and Asif Sakhi, ad-
dressing a press conference
here, lauded the provincial
government for lowering
the cess from the existing
1.85 per cent to a bracket
of 0.80% to 0.85%.

The FPCCI leader-
ship noted that the business
community had been strug-
gling with this issue for the
past 20 years and the reso-
lution marks a significant
relief for trade and indus-
try. They expressed hope
that the Sindh government
would continue to support
the industrial sector with
similar business-friendly
initiatives in the future.

Atif Ikram Sheikh fur-
ther highlighted that the in-
frastructure cess on the Ex-
port Facilitation Scheme
(EFS) has been completely
abolished, fulfilling a major
demand of exporters.

VIENNA (AP P): Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Monday undersco red
Pakistan’s commitment to
boosting bilateral economic
cooperation with Austria
while highlighting the
country’s vast potential in
key sectors such as renew-
able energy, agriculture,
mining, and human resource
development.

The prime minister
said that Pakistan was an
agrarian country and more
than 60% people lived in
the rural areas, calling upon
Austrian expertise to en-
hance value-addition in cit-
rus and other produce for
export markets.

He also invited Aus-
trian investors to explore
opportunities  in mining,
tourism and engineering
sectors.

“Austria has world-
class expertise in engineer-
ing, renewable energy, en-
vironmental technology and
advanced manufacturing,”
he said while addressing the
Pakistan-Austria Business
Forum in Vienna.

He invited Austrian
companies to participate in
Pakistan’s renewable en-
ergy projects, grid modern-
ization and energy logging
initiatives.

PM Shehbaz Sharif
extended a personal invita-
tion to Austrian business
leaders to visit Pakistan,
promising to showcase in-
vestment opportunities and
the country’s scenic trea-
sures, from snow-capped
mountains to vibrant cul-
tural hubs.

The prime minister
said both countries shared
a longstanding friendship
grounded in historical ties
and decades of Austrian
business engagement in Pa-
kistan, particularly in areas
such as cable car installa-
tions, minerals and renew-
able energy technology.

“Although the level of
economic activity in recent
years has declined for a va-
riety of reasons, Austrian
firms have made impactful
contributions in Pakistan,”
he said.

The prime minister

no ted  that dis cus sions
with the Austrian Federal
Chancellor had been very
warm, fruitful and produc-
tive, where both leaders
agreed to follow up the
meetings to take discus-
sions to their logical con-
clusion.

He said ap proxi-
mately 60% of the
country’s 240 million
population was young and
ready to contribute to glo-
bal technological and indus-
trial value chains.

“We are working to
equip our youth with mod-
ern training — laptops, AI
skills, IT-led education, vo-
cational and technical train-
ing are being rolled out at
the federal and provincial
levels,” he said, stressing
Pakistan’s readiness to sup-
ply internationally certified
skilled labor to European
markets in response to de-
mand.

He also expressed the
resolve to combat illegal
immigration in collabora-
tion with partners like Aus-
tria, Germany and France.

M U Z A F F A R A B A D
(APP): Prime Minister of
Azad Kashmir,  Fais al
Mumtaz Rathore, has said
that the Overseas Kashmiris
Conference is not simply a
ceremonial event but a sig-
nificant milestone signaling
the start of the region’s
path towards a prosperous
and economically secure
future.

Addressing the Over-
seas Kashmiris Convention,
held here on Monday in
collabo ration with the
Overseas Pakistanis Foun-
dation, the AJK premier
said it was time to move
beyond conventional think-
ing, adopt out-of-the-box
solutions, and evolve a
comprehensive strategy to
effectively address the
region’s fundamental chal-
lenges.

The conference, he
said, serves as a compre-
hensive roadmap for the
state’s economic progress.

“Restoring investor confi-
dence is the government’s
fundamental responsibil-
ity”, he said, adding that
the government has de-
cided to establish Special
Real Estate Courts (SREC)
that would be bound to
deliver decisions within 90
days.

“The establishment of
SRECs will make the in-
vestment process more
transparent while provid-
ing full legal protection to
government decisions”, he
remarked. The prime min-
ister stated that the exist-
ing laws  wo uld be re-
viewed, and if necessary,
new legislation would be
introduced to create a more
enabling environment for
bus iness and industrial
growth.

The government, he
ass ured , wo uld ensure
policy continuity and pro-
vide a stable and secure en-
vironment for investors.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
The National Highway Au-
thority (NHA) on Monday
dispelled recent reports la-
beling it as a loss-making
State-Owned Enterprise
(SOE), saying such claims
stem from a misreading of
accounting entries rather
than its actual operational
performance.

A financial fact-check
of the Authority’s audited
accounts shows that for FY
2024–25, NHA recorded a
robust Net Operating In-
come of 43.612 billion
PKR, c alculated from
122.021 billion PKR in rev-
enue against 78.409 billion
PKR in operating expendi-
tures. The reported “ac-
counting deficit” of 288.541
billion PKR arises almost
entirely from non-cash en-
tries—specifically 133.771
billion PKR in depreciation
and 193.488 billion PKR in
finance costs—which do
not involve any direct cash
outflows.

The NHA has evolved

into a financially indepen-
dent entity that no longer
imposes a burden on na-
tional fiscal resources. Un-
like many other organiza-
tions, the NHA does not
receive any budgetary allo-
cation for its administrative
expenses and manages these
entirely from its own re-
sources. This financial au-
tonomy extends to its
workforce; the NHA does
not rely on the Federal
Government for employee
post-retirement benefits.
Instead, it has established
its own independent pen-
sion and retirement funds,
governed by a Board of
Trustees and audited ac-
cording to prevailing stan-
dards.

Furthermore, while
50% of the NHA network
serves as a non-revenue-
generating Public Service
Obligation, the Authority
successfully finances the
maintenance of the entire
network through its own
generated income.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Federal Minister for Fi-
nance and Revenue, Sena-
tor Muhammad Aurangzeb
said here on Monday that
financ ial los ses of the
State-Owned Enterprises
(SOEs) have steadily de-
clined over the past three
years, falling by Rs74 bil-
lion during the period as
part of the government’s
ongoing reform and restruc-
turing efforts.

In a televised media
message, the minister while
commenting on the Federal
State-Owned Enterprises
(SOEs) Annual Aggregate
Report for FY2025, said
the losses of SOEs stood at
Rs. 905 billion in 2023, Rs.
851 billion in 2024 and
Rs.832 billion last year. “So
over the last three years, the

losses have declined by ap-
proximately by Rs.74 bil-
lion… approximately
Rs.142 million per day (we)
saved over the period,” he
remarked.

The minister empha-
sized that the fiscal picture
surrounding SOEs was not
one-sided adding that it was
important to understand
that while the government
has had to support these
entities financially, there
has been a substantial re-
turn in the form of taxes and
dividends.

Illustrating the balance
between outflows and in-
flows, the minister said, in
2023, the government pro-
vided an outflow of 2.078
trillion rupees in support of
SOEs, however, in the same
year, it received inflows of

2.119 trillion rupees, pri-
marily from taxes, divi-
dends and markups paid.
He said, it was around
Rs.40 billion positive in-
flow.

He clarified that these
losses were accumulating
since decades and outlined
key steps taken by the
government to improve
transparency and gover-
nance.

The Minister further
acknowledged that while
some profitable companies,
such as those in the oil and
gas sector, continued to re-
main profitable, their prof-
its had decreased due to glo-
bal factors such as falling
oil prices. Despite these
challenges, operational im-
provements have been ob-
served in many sectors.

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: The Hun-
garian Ambassador to Pa-
kis tan,  Zoltán Varga-
Haszonits, visited the Fed-
eration of Pakistan Cham-
bers of Commerce and In-
dustry (FPCCI) to meet
with President Atif Ikram
Sheikh.

The meeting was also
attended by FPCCI Vice
Presidents Tariq Jadoon,
Mr.  Muhammad  Raziq,
Capital Office Chairman
Karim Aziz Malik, Mr.
Zahid Maqbo ol, Mr.
Rashid  Humayion, Mr.

Badar Haroon, Mr. Dost Ali
jan, Mr. Asif Javed, Ms.
Aliya Agha,  Ms. Rabia
Raheel, Ms. Ayesha Khan
and.

The discussions fo-
cused on enhancing bilateral
trade, investment, and in-
dustrial cooperation be-

tween Pakistan and Hun-
gary. Both parties discussed
increasing the current trade
volume and the exchange of
business delegations. Ex-
ploratory talks were held
regarding potential joint
venture projects.

President Atif Ikram
Sheikh emphasized an ex-
panding cooperation in Ag-
ricultural Technology,
Food Processing, Pharma-
ceuticals, and IT. He high-
lighted that Pakistan is of-
fering a “One-Window”
facility and a favorable en-
vironment for foreign in-

vestors. He specifically
invited the Hungarian com-
panies to explore: Energy
and Infrastructure, Auto
Parts Manufacturing. He
invited Hungarian investors
to take advantage of the vast
op portunities  within
Pakistan’s industrial hubs.

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) was signed
between the Ministry of
Water Resources and the
IHE Delft Institute for Wa-
ter Education on Monday
to strengthen cooperation
in the water sector between
Pakistan and the Nether-
lands. The agreement aims
to enhance the capacity of
pro fess ionals from the
Ministry and its affiliated
organizations in the areas of
water resources planning,
development, and inte-
grated management.

A high-level delegation
from IHE Delft Institute for
Water Education, one of the
top-ranked international in-
stitutions in water sector
education, called on the Fed-
eral Minister for Water Re-
sources Mian Muhammad
Mueen Wattoo during a 2–
3 day official visit to Paki-
stan aimed at strengthening
bilateral cooperation in wa-
ter resources development
and management.

The delegation was
led by Prof. Graham Jewitt,
Vice Rector and Academic
Director of IHE Delft, and
Associate Professor Dr.

Ilyas Masih, and was ac-
companied by Ambassador
Robert-Jan Siegert  and
Deputy Head of Mission
Hajo Provó Kluit of the
Embassy of the Kingdom
of the Netherlands.  Fed-
eral Minis ter Wattoo
warmly welcomed the del-
egation and appreciated the
longstanding cooperation
between Pakistan and the
Netherlands in the water
sector. He acknowledged the
Netherlands’ global leader-
ship and technical expertise
in water management and
emphasized the importance
of further strengthening col-
laboration to address emerg-
ing challenges, including cli-
mate change impacts, flood
management, and sustain-
able water utilization.

During their stay, the
delegation will engage with
leading water-sector univer-
sities, disaster risk manage-
ment institutions, and other
key stakeholders across
the country. A national-
level technical workshop
will also be organized with
participation from major
water-sector departments
and academic institutions
from across Pakistan.

KARACHI (APP): Secre-
tary Special Investment Fa-
cilitation Council (SIFC)
Jamil Ahmad Qureshi, reit-
erating the commitment to
ensuring investor facilita-
tion service delivery on
Monday, urged all stake-
holders to work together for
stability, prosperity and
dignity of Pakistan.

He was addressing the
launch event of the World
Bank’s Business Ready In-
dex 2025, themed as “Im-
proving Pakistan’s Com-
petitive Rating under B-
Ready Index”. The event
was attended by Special
Ass istant to the Chief
Minister on Investment,
Syed Qasim Naveed Qamar,
Deputy Head of Mission,
British Deputy High Com-
mission in Karachi, Tom
Burge, Secretary Sindh In-
vestment Department,
Zubair Channa, Senior of-
ficials of REMIT program,
Board of Investment, and
other relevant departments.

The SIFC secretary,
speaking at the occasion,

expressed commitment to
managing investor services
as measurable performance
products, prioritizing the
removal of bottlenecks, and
keeping reforms rule-based
and investor-neutral to
lower discretion, promote
transparency and a level
playing field, especially for
SMEs, which matter most
for jobs.

He said that Pakistan
is a young country with a
growing workforce and it
was an opportunity as well
as a responsibility. The
country needed to create 25
to 30 million jobs in the next
decade to turn the youth
bulge into an economic divi-
dend, he said, adding this is
our national imperative for
stability, prosperity and
dignity.  Referring to the
improvement of Pakistan’s
ranking in World Bank’s B-
Ready Index, the secretary
said that clear progress has
been made in regulatory
quality, public service de-
livery and operational effi-
ciency.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Jazz – Pakistan’s leading
connectivity provider from
JazzWorld – and the Uni-
versal Service Fund (USF)
have taken another step to
expand digital connectivity
in Sindh with the signing of
the Badin Project, aimed at
bringing reliable mobile
voice and broadband ser-
vices to underserved com-
munities in District Badin.

The agreement, for-
malized at a ceremony in
Karachi, reflects a shared
effort to extend meaningful
digital access to areas where
connectivity has remained
limited. The ceremony was
attended by Governor of
Sindh,  Kamran Tessori,
and Federal Minister for IT
& Telecom, Shaza Fatima,
as  Chief Guests. T he
project marks continued
progress  in strengthening
telecom infrastructure to
support inclusive digital
access across the province.

The Rs. 668 million
Badin Pro ject will
strengthen telecom access in
the district by deploying 45

new telecom sites and up-
grading four existing ones,
extending reliable voice and
high-speed mobile broad-
band services to 144 un-
served and underserved
mauzas and reaching an es-
timated 0.43 million people.

The expanded net-
work will support access to
digital financial services,
online learning, tele-health,
and government e-services,
while enabling small busi-
nesses and farmers with
improved digital tools and
generating direct and indi-
rect employment during
deployment and o pera-
tions. Commenting on the
develop ment, Aamir
Ibrahim, CEO JazzWorld,
said: “Connectivity is the
foundation of inc lusive
growth. We appreciate the
continued support of the
Universal Service Fund and
the Ministry o f IT  &
Telecom in enabling part-
nerships that bring high-
quality digital services to
communities that have long
remained on the margins of
the digital economy.

KARACHI (APP): The
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP), Mond ay, an-
nounced  the launch of
“Cyber Shield” strategy
aimed at strengthening the
safety and robustness of the
banking and financial sys-
tem and protecting the regu-
lated entities as well as cus-
tomers from cyber threats.

“Cyber Shield – the
Cyber Resilience Strategy
for Regulated Entities
2025-2030”,  is part  of
SBP’s vision 2028 agenda
and is designed to better
protect banks and financial
ins titutions from cyber
threats, thus ensuring that
people and businesses can
continue to access financial
services safely, said a state-
ment issued here by the
central bank.

The strategy set out a
clear roadmap to help fi-
nancial institutions
strengthen their systems
and controls, prevent cyber
incidents, respond quickly

when cyber threats materi-
alize, and recover effec-
tively from such incidents,
it added.

As the banking eco-
system faces increasingly
sophisticated cyber threats,
the strategy aims to en-
hance cyber defenses of the
regulated entities through a
holistic, forward-looking
and collaborative approach.

The Cyber Shield is
focused on five key pri-
orities: strengthening the
ability of banks to with-
stand cyber incidents,  im-
proving governance and
acc ountability fo r
cybersecurity, encourag-
ing cooperation and infor-
mation-sharing across the
financial sector, building
skilled cyber talent, and
continuously updating se-
curity practices to keep
pace with new risks.

The milestones laid
down in the strategy will
be implemented in a phased
manner by 2030.



Page
07

Tuesday  February  17, 2026 International News
Quetta

Iran foreign minister met IAEA
chief ahead of nuclear talks

Ukraine prosecutors say
former energy minister is
suspect in kickback case

Thirty four
Australians

released from
Syrian camp

holding Daesh
affiliated families

Monitoring Desk
ROJ CAMP: Syrian
Kurdish forces on Monday
released 34 Australians
from a camp holding fami-
lies of suspected Daesh
militants in northern Syria,
saying they would be flown
to Australia from Dam-
ascus.

Hukmiya Mohamed,
a co-director of Roj camp,
told Reuters that the Aus-
tralians been released mem-
bers of their families who
had come to Syria for the
release. They were put on
small buses for Damascus.
Roj camp holds more than
2,000 people from 40 ?dif-
ferent nationalities, the ma-
jority of women children.

Rubio visits Trump’s
‘friend’ Orban ahead

of Hungary polls

Syria, Saudi Arabia sign
framework agreement to

digitize financial operations

Killing of
far-right activist
stokes tensions

in France
LYON (AFP /APP ):
France’s government ac-
cused the hard left Monday
of being partly responsible
for the killing of a far-right
activist last week.

Quentin Deranque, 23,
died of his wounds after
being attacked Thursday on
the sidelines of a far-right
protest against a left-wing
politician speaking at a uni-
versity in the city of Lyon.

The incident has fu-
elled tension b etween
France’s far right and hard
left ahead of municipal elec-
tions in March and the 2027
presidential race.

The investigation is
still ongoing, but the gov-
ernment has already blamed
rhetoric from the hard-left
France Unb owed (LFI)
party for fuelling the vio-
lence that led to his death.

The far right has
blamed the killing on la
Jeune Garde (Yo ung
Guard), an anti-fascist
youth group co-founded by
an LFI lawmaker before he
was elected to parliament.

Germany will keep supporting
Lebanon after UN peacekeepers

leave, German president says

Russian Scientists Find
a Way to Reduce Child
Mortality From Burns

German foreign
minister slams France
over defence spending

Ousted as PM, Nepal’s
veteran Marxist leader

Oli seeks return

Trump tells Hamas to
proceed with ‘full and

immediate’ disarmament

BUDAPEST (AFP/APP):
US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio has arrived in
Hungary for talks with
Prime Minis ter Viktor
Orban Monday, ahead of
elections where the nation-
alist leader faces a signifi-
cant challenge from the op-
position. Rubio’s visit is
the final stage of a whirl-
wind trip to Europe that
also saw him address the
Munich Security Confer-
ence and visit another right-
wing ally, Slovakian Prime
Minister Robert Fico.

US President Donald
Trump has made no secret
of his high regard for Orban,
saying in a social media
post on Friday that the
prime minister had pro-

Monitoring Desk
WEST  PALM BEACH:
US  President Donald
Trump on Sunday urged
Hamas to move forward
with disarmament under his
plan for postwar Gaza, and
said members of his so-
called “Board of Peace” had
pledged $5 billion to the
Palestinian territory’s re-
construction.

“Very importantly,
Hamas must uphold its
commitment to Full and
Immediate Demilitariza-
tion,” Trump said in a post
on his Truth Social plat-
form, ahead of a February
19 meeting of the board in
Washington.

Disarmament is a key
part in the second phase of
the US-brokered ceasefire
plan sealed in October be-
tween Israel and the Pales-
tinian militant group to end
the war triggered by
Hamas’s attack on Israel in
October 2023.

The United Nations
endorsed the plan in No-
vember.

The second  phase
stipulates that Israeli forces
gradually withdraw from
Gaza and Hamas should
disarm, with an interna-

BERLIN (AFP/APP): Ger-
man Fo reign Minister
Johann Wadephul criticised
French defence spending on
Monday, calling for Paris to
do more to turn calls for
European security sover-
eignty into concrete capa-
bilities.

The co mments
marked the latest crack in
relations between the two
European giants.

French President
Emmanuel Macron “re-
peatedly and correctly re-
fers to our pursuit of Euro-
pean so vereignty,”
Wadephul told public
b r o a d c a s t e r
Deutschlandfunk.

“Anyone who talks
about it needs to act accord-
ingly in their own country.”

European NATO
members are under pressure
from the United States to
build up their defence
spending.

T ho ugh  they
pledged last June to raise
their defence and secu-

MOSCOW (SPUTNIK/
APP): Researchers at the
Tyumen Medical Univer-
sity have found , us ing
drugs that regulate the im-
mune system in the first
hours after injury can im-
prove survival rates and
speed up treatment for chil-
dren with burns.

The univers ity re-
ported that the study re-
vealed the mechanism be-
hind immune system dete-
rioration in young children
following burn injuries.

Burns are one of the
leading causes of hospital-
ization among children un-
der four to five, according
to scientists at Tyumen
Med ical Univers ity.  In
about 75% of cases, chil-
dren suffer thermal injuries
from scalding liquids such
as boiling water, tea, soup,
or steam.

“Burns rank eleventh
among the causes of death
in children aged one to nine,
and they are also the fifth

most common cause of non-
fatal injuries in children.
Each year, more than half a
million children worldwide
are hospitalized with burn
injuries. According to
UNICEF statistics, 260
children die every day from
thermal injuries and their
consequences,” said Sergey
Sakharov, head of the De-
partment of Healthc are
Mobilization Training and
Disaster Medicine at the
university and a practicing
surgeon.

According to him, the
main cause of illness and
mortality following burn
injuries is infectious com-
plications, since thermal
trauma significantly weak-
ens the body’s immune de-
fenses. At present, the
mechanisms of immune
protection in burn patients
are still insufficiently stud-
ied, and specialists are
searching for ways to im-
prove treatment effective-
ness, the researcher noted.

Monitoring Desk
KYIV: A Ukrainian former
energy minister has been de-
tained as a suspect in a high-
profile kickback case for
crimes such as
moneylaundering and par-
ticipation in criminal activ-
ity, anti-graft prosecutors
said on Monday, but did
not name him.

Ukraine’s previous
two energy ministers re-
signed amid fallout from the
called “Midas” case, on an
alleged $100-million
scheme at the ?state atomic
agency that ensnared senior
officials and business elites,
including a former associ-

KATHMANDU (AF P/
AP P): Tough-talking
Nepali leader Khad ga
Prasad Sharma Oli spent
decades in communist poli-
tics and served as prime
minister four times before
he was ousted in 2025 by
deadly youth protests.

Less than six months
since the September anti-
corruption unrest, in which
at least 77 people were
killed, the 73-year-old is
seeking his political come-
back.

Oli, leader of the Com-
munist  Party of Nepal-
Unified Marxist Leninist
(CPN-UML), hopes to re-
gain control of parliament
in the March 5 elections.

DAMASCUS (SANA/
APP): The Syrian Minis-
try of Finance has signed a
framework agreement with
Saudi digital solutions com-
pany Elm, to support the
digitization of financial op-
erations and modernize
Syria’s financial sector the
other day.

The agreement was
signed by Syrian Finance
Minister Mohammed Yisr
Barnieh and Elm CEO
Mohammad Alomair, in the
presence of Saudi Ambas-
sador to Damascus Faisal
bin Saud Al-Majfal.

The framework agree-
ment aims to enhance digi-
tal transformation across
financial processes, im-
prove administrative and
technical performance, and
develop national capacities
in digital finance.

Minister Barnieh said
the move forms a key pillar
of the ministry’s strategy

to improve efficiency,
transparency, and service
delivery through modern
digital systems, noting that
it will help streamline pro-
cedures and strengthen ac-
countability across the fi-
nancial sector.

For his part, Minister
of Communications and In-
formation Technology Abdul
Salam Haykal described the
agreement as an important
model for digital transforma-
tion across government insti-
tutions, reaffirming contin-
ued support in providing in-
frastructure and an enabling
regulatory environment.
Elm’s CEO said the partner-
ship seeks to transfer exper-
tise and advanced digital so-
lutions to improve efficiency
and transparency in finan-
cial operations, adding that
the agreement opens the
door to future projects in
areas such as customs, in-
surance, and taxation.

Trump announces ‘Board of Peace’
members have pledged more than

$5 billion toward Gaza reconstruction

Italy says it
stands ready

to train police
in Gaza

Monitoring Desk
ROME: Italy stands ready
to help train police forces
in Gaza and elsewhere in the
Palestinian territories, its
foreign minister said on
Monday, as aims to a in sta-
bilizing the Middle East.

“We are read y to
train a new Gaza police
force, and we are also ready
to Palestinian police ,” For-
eign Minister Antonio
Tajani told a news confer-
ence in Rome. He con-
firmed that Rome ready to
participate as an observer
in US President Donald
Trump’s Board of Peace
initiative, and Italy had
been invited to attend a
meeting of the group this
week in Washington.

Israeli approval of West
Bank land registration

draws outrage
Monitoring Desk

JERUSALEM: Is rael’s
government has approved
a process to register land in
the West Bank, drawing
condemnation from Arab
nations and critics who la-
belled it a “mega land grab”
that would accelerate annex-
ation of the Palestinian ter-
ritory. Israel’s foreign min-
istry s aid the meas ure
would enable “transparent
and thorough clarification
of rights to resolve legal dis-
putes” and was needed af-
ter unlawful land registra-
tion in areas controlled by
the Palestinian Authority.

But Egypt, Qatar and
Jordan criticized the move
as illegal under international
law. In a statement, the
Egyptian government called
it a “dangerous escalation
aimed at consolidating Is-
raeli control over the occu-
pied Palestinian territories.”

Qatar’s foreign minis-
try condemned the “deci-

Monitoring Desk
TEHRAN: Iran’s foreign
minister met with the UN
nuclear watchdog chief on
Monday, ahead of talks be-
tween Washington and
Tehran aimed at resolving a
decades-long nuclear dispute,
with few clear signs of com-
promise from either side amid
a US military buildup.

Washington, which
joined Israel in a wave of
air strikes on Iran in June,
has ordered a second air-
craft carrier strike group to
the Middle East in the lat-
est standoff with Tehran, in
addition to other US war-

ships and aircraft that have
already been deployed.

Adding to the tension,
Iran began a military drill
on Monday in the Strait of
Hormuz, a vital interna-
tional waterway and oil ex-
port route from Gulf Arab
states, which have been
appealing for diplomacy to
end the dispute.

The US and Iran re-
newed negotiations earlier
this month, hoping to tackle
their dispute over Tehran’s
nuclear program, which
Washington, other Western
states and Israel all believe
is aimed at building nuclear

UNITED NATIONS
(APP): Ahead o f this
week’s meeting of the Board
of Peace, President Donald
Trump has announced that
members of his newly es-
tablished U.S.-led body
have pledged $5 billion for
the reconstruction of Gaza
and will commit thousands
of personnel to interna-
tional stabilization and po-
lice forces for the war-shat-
tered territory.

Trump plans to host
the board’s inaugural meet-
ing on Feb.  19 at the
“Donald J. Trump Institute
of Peace” in Washington,
D.C., where, he said in his
Sunday Truth Social post,
the pledge will be formally
announced.

“Very importantly,
Hamas must uphold its
commitment to Full and
Immediate Demilitariza-
tion,” Trump wrote. “The
Board of Peace will prove
to be the most consequen-
tial International Body in

rity-related  o utlays  to
five percent of GDP by
2035,  Wad e p hul s aid
progress in Europe so far
had been lacking.

“Unfo rtunately, ef-
forts in the French Repub-
lic have also been insuffi-
cient to achieve this so far,”
Wadephul said. “France,
too, needs to do what we
are doing here with difficult
discussions.”

Germany last year ex-
empted  mos t d efence
spending from constitu-
tionally enshrined debt lim-
its and current budgets fore-
see Berlin spending more
than 500 billion euros ($593
billion) on defence between
2025 and 2029.

Under financial pres-
sure, France has less room
for manoeuvre.

The country has the
European Union’s third-
highest debt burden as a
proportion of GDP after
Greece and Italy, almost
twice the 60-percent ceil-
ing set in EU treaties.

tional stabilization force
deployed to ensure secu-
rity.

Hamas has repeatedly
said that disarmament is a
red line, although it has in-
dicated it could consider
handing over its weapons
to a future Palestinian gov-
erning authority.

Both sides accuse each
other daily of ceasefire vio-
lations.

Although o riginally
intended to oversee Gaza’s
rebuilding, the charter for
the “Board of Peace” does
not seem to limit its role to
the Palestinian territory.

“The Board of Peace
has unlimited potential,”
Trump said Sunday in his
post.

After an initial meet-
ing on the sidelines of the
World Economic Forum in
Davos last month, the board
is due to meet Thursday in
the US capital.

Countries have been
asked to pay $1 billion for
permanent membership of
the board, and the invita-
tion for Russian President
Vlad imir P utin, whos e
country invaded Ukraine
in 2022, has drawn criti-
cism.

sion to convert West Bank
lands into so-called ‘state
property’,” saying it would
“deprive the Palestinian
people of their rights.”

The Palestinian Au-
thority called for interna-
tional intervention to prevent
the “de facto beginning of the
annexation process and the
undermining of the founda-
tions of the Palestinian state.”
Israeli anti-settlement watch-
dog Peace Now called
Sunday’s measure a “mega
land grab.” According to pub-
lic broadcaster Kan, land reg-
istration will be reopened in
the West Bank for the first
time since 1967 — when Is-
rael captured the territory in
the Middle East war.

The Israeli media re-
ported that the process will
take place only in Area C,
which constitutes some 60
percent of West Bank terri-
tory and is under Israeli se-
curity and administrative
control.

Monitoring Desk
BEIRUT: Germany moved
to assure Lebanon on Mon-
day that it will support the
Lebanese government even
after pulling out German
troops deployed as part of
UN peacekeepers along the
Leb anon-Israel bord er
when their mission ends
later this year.

German President
Frank-Walter Steinmeier
made the announcement
during a news conference at
the presidential palace near
Beirut. Germany’s navy,
he said, is already training
Lebanese troops as they
boost their presence in the
country’s south following
the 14-month war between
Israel and the Lebanese
militant Hezbollah group.

The mission of the
multinational UN peace-
keeping force in southern
Leb ano n,  known as
UNIFIL, concludes at the

end of 2026, nearly five
decades after it was de-
ployed. The forc e has
played a significant role in
monito ring the security
situation in the region, in-
cluding during the Israel-
Hezbollah war last year.

Over the p as t
months, Beirut has said
that Lebanon will need a
follow-up force to fill the
vacuum in southern Leba-
non once the UN peace-
keepers leave.

“ After the end  o f
UNIFIL’s mission, Ger-
many will stay by the side
of your country to boost
s tate autho rity,”
Steinmeier said, without
elaborating. It remains un-
likely German troops —
tasked with  preventing
arms smuggling by sea and
helping the Lebanese army
monitor the country’s sea
border — would remain in
Lebanon.

arms. Tehran denies this.
However, Washington

has sought to expand the
sco pe of talks  to non-
nuclear issues such as Iran’s
missile stockpile.

Tehran says it is only
willing to discuss curbs on
its nuclear programme in
exchange for sanctions re-
lief and won’t accept zero
uranium enrichment. It says
its missile capabilities are
off the table.

Speaking during a visit
to Hungary on Monday, US
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio said reaching a deal
with Tehran would be hard.

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araqchi meets with International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA) Director General Rafael Grossi in Geneva, Switzerland.

But he faces a direct
challenge in his home con-
stituency from 35-year-old
ra p p er -t ur ne d - ma yo r
Balendra Shah, who has
cast himself as a symbol of
youth-d riven po litical
change. Campaigning begins
Monday. Oli spent las t
week meeting communities
and appealing for votes,
painting the polls  as  a
“c ompetition b etween
those who burn the coun-
try and those who build it”.

The protests were trig-
gered by the Oli
government’s ban on social
media, but driven by wide-
spread frustration over eco-
nomic stagnation and en-
trenched corruption.

History, and it is my honor
to serve as its Chairman.”

Trump’s post on Sun-
day did not specify which
member nations were mak-
ing the pledges or would
contribute personnel. How-
ever, The Associated Press
reported that Indonesia’s
military expects up  to
8,000 of its troops to be
ready by the end of June
for a potential deployment
to Gaza as part of a humani-
tarian and peace mission.
It’s the first firm commit-
ment that Trump has re-
ceived, according to the AP.

Rebuilding the Pales-
tinian Gaza Strip is pro-
jected to be an immense
und ertaking. Es timates
from the United Nations,
World Bank and European
Union place reconstruction
costs at roughly $70 bil-
lion, following more than
two years of devastating
Israeli bombardment that
left much of the territory
in ruins.

Kremlin rejects
European

assessment
Navalny died
of poisoning

MOSCOW (AFP/APP):
The Kremlin said Monday
that it “strongly rejected”
an assessment by five Eu-
ropean countries that Rus-
sian op position leader
Alexei Navalny died from
poisoning two years ago, as
his supporters marked the
anniversary of his death in
prison.

Navalny, a charismatic
anti-corruption campaigner
who rallied hundreds of
thousands to the streets in
protest at the Russian lead-
ership, was Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin’s fierc-
est domestic opponent for
years.

He died in an Arctic
prison colony in February
2024 while serving a 19-
year sentence for “extrem-
ism”, a charge that he and
his supporters say was
punishment for his oppo-
sition work.

Britain, S wed en,
France, Germany and the
Netherlands issued a joint
statement o n Saturd ay
saying they believed he
had been poisoned with
epib atidine—a to xin
found in po iso n d art
frogs—and that the Rus-
sian state had the “means,
motive and opportunity”
to administer it.

“We naturally do not
accept such accusations.
We disagree with them.
We consider them biased
and baseles s,” Kremlin
s po kes man Dmitry
Peskov told reporters, in-
cluding AFP, during a daily
briefing call.

ate of President Volodymyr
Zelensky.

The sc andal also
claimed  the job  of
Zelensky’s chief of staff,
and all three have denied
wrongdoing. “We talking
the former energy ?minis-
ter of Ukraine (2021
2025),” special anti-graft
prosecutors on the Tele-
gram messaging app. “He
is charged with money laun-
dering and participation in
a criminal organization.”

The former minister
was detained the weekend
while attempting to leave
Ukraine, the prosecutors
said.

Israeli soldiers stand guard during a weekly settlers’ tour in Hebron, in the
Israeli-occupied West Bank.

Members of Syria’s Kurdish Internal Security Police Force and the Kurdish-
led Syrian Democratic Forces stand guard during a joint security operation
at Camp Roj, in the countryside near al-Malikiyah in Syria’s northeastern
Hasakah province, Syria.

German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier speaks during a press confer-
ence with his Lebanese counterpart Joseph Aoun, at the presidential palace
in Baabda, east of Beirut, Lebanon.

duced “phenomenal” re-
sults in Hungary.

But Orban, 62, has a
fight on his hands for the
April 12 legislative elections
in Hungary. Polls suggest his
Fidesz party is trailing op-
position leader Peter
Magyar’s T ISZA. In a
speech on Saturday, Orban
insisted he would keep up
his fight against “pseudo-
civil organisations, bought
journalists, judges, politi-
cians”—a tirade not unlike
those favoured by Trump.
He also took aim at the “op-
pressive machinery of Brus-
sels”, another jibe at the Eu-
ropean Union’s leadership,
with whom he has long been
at loggerheads on a host of
issues.

Pakistan,  who se
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif will also attend the
Board meeting, is a found-
ing member of the Board.
But Islamabad has not yet
announced its commitment
in this connection.

The UN-endors ed
Board initiative is tied to the
Oct. 10 U.S .-brokered
ceasefire between Israel and
Hamas aimed at ending the
prolonged conflict.

The agreement man-
dated the creation of an
armed international s tabi-
lization force which is to
be tasked with maintain-
ing security and ensuring
the disarmament of Pal-
es tinian o rganizatio n
Hamas — a key demand
of Israel.

So far, few countries
have publicly expressed in-
terest in joining such a force,
and Thursday’s meeting
might make things clear in
terms of individual commit-
ments.
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VIENNA: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif and Vice President of
Austrian Federal Economic Chamber Carmen Goby witnessing the signing
ceremony of MOU between Pakistani and Austrian companies.

QUETTA: Commissioner Quetta Division Shahzeb Khan Kakar being briefed about Quetta Master Plan. Deputy Commissioner
Mehrullah Badini is also present on the occasion

RAHIM YAR KHAN: President Asif Ali Zardari
formally wraps the turban of chieftainship on
Sardar Noorulzaman Khan Gopang, marking his
succession as Chief of the Gopang tribe.

QUETTA: Director QDA Zain Kasi meeting with Director General Public
Relations Balochistan Askar Khan.

QUETTA: Provincial Minister for Food Haji Noor
Muhammad Dummar listening the problems of the
people in his office.

Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Naveed Ashraf awarding degree during 28th

Convocation Ceremony of Bahria University, Islamabad.

SSGC
announces
gas supply
schedule

for Ramazan
QUETTA (APP): The Sui
Southern Gas Company
(SSGC) has announced the
gas supply schedule for the
month of Ramazan to fa-
cilitate consumers during
Sehri and Iftar hours.

According to schedule
issued by SSGC, gas will
be available in the morning
from 3:00 AM to 9:00 AM
and in the evening from
3:30 P M to  10:00 P M.
Announcement said that gas
supply will remain sus-
pended during the day from
9:00 AM to 3:30 PM and
at night from 10:00 PM to
3:00 AM.

The company has ad-
vised citizens to strictly
follow the announced tim-
ings to avoid inconvenience.
On the other hand the con-
sumers have also b een
warned against using gas
compressors, stating that
its use is illegal, unsafe, and
unethical.

Jam Kamal says:

National sovereignty
to remain paramount

Two killed,
17 hurt in

Bannu blast
PESHAWAR (APP): A time
bomb planted on a motor-
cycle exploded near the main
gate of Miryan Police Sta-
tion in Bannu on Monday,
killing two people and injur-
ing 17 others. According to
police, the cowardly terror-
ist attack resulted in the mar-
tyrdom of two innocent ci-
vilians, while around 17
people sustained injuries.

The injured were im-
mediately shifted to the Dis-
trict Headquarters Hospital,
Bannu, for medical treat-
ment. Upon receiving infor-
mation, a heavy contingent
of Bannu Police led by SP
Rural Haider Ali and SDPO
Rural One Khanan Khan
reached the site along with
the Quick Response Force
bomb disposal squad and
armored personnel carriers.

Police, Nasar
Khel tribe

unite against
terrorism in

Lakki
PES HAWAR (APP): A
joint jirga (tribal meeting)
was held in Lakki Marwat
district o n Monday,
wherein the Nasar Khel
tribe and local police agreed
on a collective strategy to
take strong action against
elements disturbing peace
in the area.

During the consulta-
tive session led by SP In-
vestigation Murad Khan
Wazir and SDPO Saeed
Khan, both the police and
tribal elders reac hed  a
mutual understanding to
eliminate terrorism and
c riminal a c tivit ies
through coordinated ef-
forts .

The Nasar Khel tribe,
showing unity and determi-
nation, openly declared
that they would  stand
firmly against anti-state and
anti-peace elements.

28th Convocation of
Bahria University held

Quetta set for major
urban overhaul with

new master plan

DC Quetta vows to implement
price control for facilitating

people in Ramadan

Achakzai urges results-
based partnerships for

Balochistan’s development

IMF mission to
reach Pakistan
on Feb 25 for
3rd economic

review
ISLAMABAD (INP):  An
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) mission is set
to arrive in Pakistan on Feb-
ruary 25 for the third eco-
nomic review talks under
the ongoing loan program,
a key step that could un-
lock $1.2 billion in fresh
funding.

The 15-day visit will
foc us o n as sess ing
Pakistan’s economic perfor-
mance from July to Decem-
ber 2025 and reviewing
progress on agreed reform
targets.

The IMF delegation
will hold negotiations with
officials from the Ministry
of Finance, the State Bank
of Pakistan.

Ahsan departs
for Dhaka to
attend new
PM’s oath

taking today
IS LAMABAD (INP ):
Federal Minister for Plan-
ning Ahsan Iqbal will rep-
res ent Pakistan at the
swearing-in ceremony of
the newly elected Prime
Minister of Bangladesh due
to Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif’s foreign visit.

Dhaka is preparing for
a landmark political transi-
tion on February 17 as
Bangladesh’s newly elected
leadership takes the oath of
office in a ceremony that
signals both continuity and
change in the country’s
democratic journey.

The Government of
Bangladesh formally invited
the Prime Minister of Pa-
kistan to attend the swear-
ing-in ceremony of the
newly elected Prime Min-
ister.

Six perish as
speedy trailer
crushes car in

Naushehro
Feroze

NAUSHEHRO FEROZE
(INP): Six people lost their
lives and another critically
wounded when a trailer
crushed a car due to
overspeeding in Naushehro
Feroze on Monday morn-
ing. The accident took place
near Manan Pump Nangu
Shah Mori on the National
Highway in Naushehro
Feroze. The ill-fated car,
with five people on board,
was going to Karachi from
Larkana. All car-riders were
residents of the Lal Rayak
area of Larkana. Soon after
receiving the report, a po-
lice party rushed to the spot
and shifted the dead and in-
jured persons to a hospital
in Naushehro Feroze.

PTI fails to address IHC
registrar’s objections to

plea in Toshakhana-II case

Three facilitators of
Fitna al-Hindustan

arrested from Karachi

SC declares founder PTI’s three
criminal petitions infructuous,
adjourns them indefinitely

LJCP to frame mechanism
for free legal aid to

marginalized citizens

Health Minister directs

Establishment of at least
one HIV screening &

treatment in every district

Minister Siddiqi advises NGOs
to support non-formal schools

serving in Karachi’s urban slums

ISLAMABAD (AP P):
“ No  d es erving litigant
should go unrepresented,
and every citizen — re-
gardless of financial means
— must have access to le-
gal advice and assistance,”
the Chief Justice of Paki-
stan said while chairing the
47th meeting of the Law
and Justice Commission
of Pakistan at the Supreme
Court of Pakis tan o n
Monday.

The Commission de-
liberated on a range of pro-
posals aimed at advancing
law reform in line with con-
stitutional requirements and
contemp orary so cietal
needs.

In what was described
as a landmark decision, the
Commission tasked the

LJCP Secretariat with de-
veloping a comprehensive
framework for a free legal
aid and advisory mecha-
nism to expand access to
justice for marginalized seg-
ments of society.

T he p ro p os ed
framewo rk will include
systemic arrangements in
c ollab oration with the
High Courts and bar regu-
latory bodies. It will also
exp lo re mod alities fo r
institutio nalis ing p ro
bono commitments and
utilising funding from the
relevant window of the
Access to Justice Devel-
opment Fund to support
the initiative.

The meeting was at-
tended on special invitation
by Justice Amin-ud-Din

Khan, Chief Justice of the
Fed eral Constitutional
Court of Pakistan. Partici-
pants also included the
Chief Justice of the
Islamabad High Court, the
Additional Attorney-Gen-
eral for Pakistan, the Secre-
tary of the Ministry of Law
and Justice, the Acting
Chairperson of the National
Commission on the Status
of Women, and senior ad-
vocates of the Supreme
Court.

The Chief Justices of
the Lahore High Court,
Peshawar High Court, High
Court of Sindh, and High
Court of Balochistan, along
with Justice (Retd.) M.
Shaiq Usmani and Barris-
ter Sajid Zahid attended the
meeting virtually. IS LAMABAD (APP ):

Federal Minister for Na-
tional Health  Services,
Regulation and Coordina-
tion Syed Mustafa Kamal,
on Monday directed the
concerned authorities to
establish at least one HIV
screening and treatment
center in every district to
ensure citizens have access
to quality treatment facili-
ties within their own locali-
ties.

He made these re-
marks while chairing  a
high-level meeting to review
the HIV/AIDS situation in
the country, where partici-
pants were given a detailed

briefing on the prevailing
challenges and the way for-
ward.

The meeting was at-
tended by senior officials
of the Central Management
Unit and representatives of
international partner orga-
nizations.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Health Minister
emphasized the urgent need
to further strengthen HIV
prevention, timely diagno-
sis, availability of treatment,
and public awareness cam-
paigns across the country.

The Minister also in-
structed that implementa-
tion of Border Health Ser-

vices Regulation recom-
mendations be made more
effective and that proper
screening of every indi-
vidual entering through bor-
ders must be ensured. He
further called for the devel-
opment of a regular report-
ing mechanism in this re-
gard.

Highlighting existing
gaps, the Minister noted
that timely diagnosis of all
people living with HIV in
the country is still not be-
ing fully achieved, stress-
ing that coordinated and ef-
fective practical measures
are indispensable to address
the challenge.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
The Supreme Court of Pa-
kistan has declared three
criminal petitions, filed by
founder PTI, as infructuous
and adjourned them indefi-
nitely, holding that since the
trial court’s final judgment
has already been challenged
and is pending before the
high court, the petitioner
may raise all objections be-
fore the appropriate forum.

According to a de-
tailed written judgment is-
sued on Monday, a two-
member bench comprising
Chief Justice Yahya Afridi
and Justice Shahid Bilal
Hassan passed the order
after hearing the matter on
February 12.

The three petitions
arose out of the same crimi-
nal case instituted on a com-
plaint filed by the Election
Commission of Pakistan
through the District Elec-
tion Co mmis sioner,
Islamabad.

Although the peti-

tions challenged different
interim and ancillary orders,
they stemmed from a com-
mon set of proceedings.

In the first petition,
the petitioner had raised le-
gal objections before the
trial court, including issues
relating to jurisdiction and
limitation, which were dis-
missed. The high court, in
review, remanded the mat-
ter to the trial court.

However, the trial was
subsequently completed
and a final judgment was
delivered o n Augus t 5,
2023. An appeal against
that judgment is currently
pending before the high
court.

In the second petition,
the petitioner challenged the
rejection of his request to
summon certain witnesses.
Despite filing a review peti-
tion and a miscellaneous ap-
plication before the high
court, no stay order was
granted, and the trial pro-
ceeded to conclusion.

ISLAMABAD: The
Speaker of the Balochistan
Ass embly, Cap tain (R)
Abdul Khaliq Achakzai, de-
livered the opening address
at the high-level policy con-
sultation titled “Towards
Inclusive and Resilient So-
cial Services in Balochistan:
A Policy Consultation,”
organized by the Govern-
ment of Balochistan with
tec hnical supp ort from
UNICEF on February 16,
2026, in Islamabad.

In his address, the
Speaker expressed appre-
ciation to development
partners, government rep-
resentatives, and stakehold-
ers for their participation
and continued commitment
to supporting Balochistan’s
development. He empha-
sized that the consultation
marks an important step
toward shaping a shared
vision for inclusive, resil-
ient, and sustainable social
sector development in the
province. Highlighting the
Government’s sustained ef-
forts over the past fifteen
years, Captain (R) Abdul
Khaliq Achakzai noted that

despite fiscal constraints,
geographic challenges, and
climate vulnerabilities, the
Government of Balochistan
has consistently prioritized
social sectors through its
Public Sector Development
Programme (PSDP).

He outlined major ini-
tiatives undertaken to im-
prove education, healthcare,
water access, and social pro-
tection systems across the
province.In the education
sector, he highlighted large-
scale initiatives such as the
Balochistan Education Sup-
port Project, girls’ education
support programmes, prov-
ince-wid e school
upgradation and classroom
expansion, and the establish-
ment of cadet colleges and
Danish Schools, all aimed at
expanding access to quality
education and strengthening
human capital development.
In the health sector, the
Speaker noted significant in-
vestments in upgrading ter-
tiary and teaching hospitals,
strengthening district health
facilities, expanding mater-
nal and child health
programmes.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
The 28th Convocation of
Bahria University
Islamabad was held on
Monday to confer degrees
in various disciplines.

Chief  of the Naval
Staff (CNS) and Pro-Chan-
cellor of Bahria University,
Admiral Naveed Ashraf
graced the occasion as the
chief guest and conferred
degrees upon the graduat-
ing students, said a news
release issued by Director-
ate General Public Rela-
tions (Pak Navy).

During the convoca-
tion, over 3,300 graduates
were awarded degrees in
various disciplines. Addi-
tionally, 108 gold medals
and 105 silver medals were

awarded to students in rec-
ognition of their exceptional
academic achievements, it
further said.

While addressing the
ceremony, Chief of the Na-
val Staff congratulated the
graduating students and
their parents on the suc-
cessful achievement of this
important academic mile-
stone.

He emphas ized the
vital role of higher educa-
tion institutions in national
development.

The CNS also com-
mended Bahria
University’s remarkable
growth and its transforma-
tion into one of the
country’s most prestigious
national institutions.

KARACHI (INP):  Paki-
stan Rangers Sindh and
Counter Terrorism Depart-
ment (CTD) have arrested
three facilitators of Fitna al-
Hindustan during a joint
operation in Karachi.

The joint operation
was co nduc ted in the
Chakra Goth area of
Karachi. The arrested ter-
rorists were later identified
as Yasir Arafat, Khuda
Bukhsh, and Zahid Hussain
alias Barakzai.

Pakistan Rangers and
CTD personnel also recov-
ered five kilograms of ex-
plosive material, three deto-
nators, one kilogram of ball
bearings, 250 boxes of ex-
tremis t literature, and
laptops from their custody.

The arrested terrorists
were planning to use this
material, which was hidden
at a secret location, for ter-
rorist attacks on sensitive

locations in Karachi.
A spokesman of the

Pakistan Rangers said that
all these terrorists were
handed over to the police
for further legal proceed-
ings.

Earlier in January
2026, law enforcement
agencies in Karachi have
thwarted a major terrorist
plot through a timely op-
eration, recovering a large
quantity of explosives and
arresting three suspected
terrorists.

Addressing a press
conference, Additional In-
spector General of Counter
Terrorism Department
(CTD) Zulfiqar Lark and
Deputy Inspector General
Ghulam Azfar Mahesar said
a raid was conducted in Rais
Goth on Karachi’s outskirts
following intelligence re-
ports about the presence of
terrorists in the area.

IS LAMABAD (INP ):
The registrar of the
Is lamabad High Court
(IHC) on Monday pointed
out that the objections he
had raised to an appeal
filed by the PTI lawyers
for the release of former
prime minister and PTI
founder Imran Khan on bail
after suspending the sen-
tence awarded to him in
the Toshakhana-II case had
not been addressed despite
the passage of seven days.

The registrar said that
seven days had been given
to the petitioner to address
these objections. “But now
the time is up,” he said, and
added that when the objec-
tions persisted, how the
petition could be fixed for
the hearing.

A petition had been
filed in the IHC on Satur-
day, seeking suspension of

the sentence handed to
Imran Khan in the
Toshakhana Bulgari set case
on medical grounds.

Filed b y Barris ter
Salman Safdar and Khalid
Yousaf Chaudhry Advo-
cate, the petition stated that
unless the appeal was de-
cided in the case, the prison
term awarded to him be sus-
pended and he be released.

It was further written
in the petition that only 15
per cent vision had been left
in the right eye of Imran,
and that Dr. Muhammad
Arif at PIMS had said that
the treatment of his eyes
was not possible at Adiala
Jail.

The petitioners also
stated that the former prime
minister was already 73
years old, and his prolonged
imprisonment could pose
serious risks to his health.

KARACHI (APP): Federal
Minister for Education and
Professional Training, Dr.
Khalid Maqbool Siddiqi on
Mo nday obs erved that
Karachi is the charity capi-
tal of the world, no coun-
try in the world has been
blessed with a city like this,
and  advised  pro minent
NGOs that collect charity
and  donations from
Karachi, should redirect
their support to the non-
formal schools serving in
the city’s urban slums un-
der the Directorate General
of Basic Education Com-
munity Schools (BECS).

The Minister ex-
pressed these views while
addressing as a chief guest
distribution of teaching
learning material and school
bags among BECS Learners
of Karachi in a ceremony at
the Nazeer Hussain Univer-
sity, F.B.Area here.

He said  that those

large non-governmental or-
ganizations in Karac hi,
which collect donations
from this city, are nurtur-
ing hunger on the streets,
they should instead be sup-
porting the no n formal
schools of BECS.

Dr. Khalid also con-
veyed a message to the
Karachiites, the teachings
of our faith is about charity
begins at home. It starts
from own home, parents,
relatives, and neighbors.

Dr. Khalid Maqbool
said that after immense dif-
ficulty, with great wisdom,
and navigating through ex-
tensive legal proceedings,
we obtained permission un-
der a Supreme Court deci-
sion. It allows for non-tra-
ditional, non-formal, micro-
schooling—wherever educa-
tion is needed, the Consti-
tution permits the federation
to intervene in areas where
educational gaps are.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Federal Minister for Com-
merce, Jam Kamal Khan on
Monday said that Pakistan
will not compromise on se-
curity under any circum-
stances and that national
sovereignty will remain
paramount.

In a statement, Jam
Kamal said that effective
and decisive action against
terrorist elements using Af-
ghan soil has become inevi-
table.

He stated that Paki-
stan has been presenting
evidence and proof regard-
ing terrorism for several
years, yet a lasting solution
to the issue has not been
achieved.

He emphasized that
the issue of terrorism must
be resolved before enhanc-
ing relations with Afghani-
stan at any level.

He noted that the re-
cent increase in terrorist in-
cidents is deeply concern-
ing, underscoring the urgent
need to address the secu-
rity situation with serious-
ness.

The Commerce Min-
ister further stated that Pa-
kistan supports dialogue
and the promotion of trade
and seeks to advance eco-
nomic cooperation in the
region. Ho wever, he
stressed that meaningful
progress is not possible in
the presence of terrorism.

Independent Report
QUETTA: Quetta is on the
verge of a transformative
urban makeover as authori-
ties unveil a comprehensive
Master Plan to modernize
the city, expand infrastruc-
ture, and tackle long-stand-
ing civic challenges.

In a key meeting
chaired by Commissioner
Quetta Division Shahzeb
Khan Kakar, senior offi-
cials, including Deputy
Commissioner Mehrullah
Badini, Divisional Director
Develop ment Zahoor
Ahmed, Deputy Project
Director Abid Ali, QDA
representatives, and the
planning consultants, re-
viewed a detailed roadmap
covering short-term, mid-
term, and long-term
projects. The plan includes

digital mapping, land sur-
veys, urban exp ansion
strategies, and improve-
ments in roads, drainage,
and sewerage systems.

Commissioner Kakar
stressed that the planning
process will prioritize sus-
tainable solutions, public
participation, and reloca-
tion of commercial and in-
dustrial hubs away from
congested city areas. He
highlighted pressing chal-
lenges such as water scar-
city, urban congestion, and
land utilization, insisting
that immediate actions for
short-term projects must be
implemented without de-
lay.

“This Master Plan is
not just about today; it is
about securing Quetta’s fu-
ture.

QUET TA (AP P ):
Dep uty Commiss ioner
Quetta Mehrullah Badini
o n Mo nd ay c haired  a
meeting regarding price
control to ensure imple-
mentation of it for facili-
tating people in Quetta
during the Holy month of
Ramadan.

The meeting was at-
tended  b y Ad d itional
Dep uty Commiss ioner
(General) Muhammad
Anwar Kakar, Assistant
Commissioner City, As-
s is tant Commis s ioner
Sariab, Ass istant Com-
mis sioner Kuchlak and
magis trates o f all fo ur
sub-divisions.

In the meeting, s trict
decisions were taken to
control the prices of food
items during Ramadan and
p rovid e relief to  the
people.

Strict orders were is-
sued in the meeting that
indis c riminate ac tio n

would be taken against
profiteers  and sellers of
expens ive go o d s and
those violating the law to
be sent to jail, no conces-
sion would be made to
high-priced sellers.

Dep u ty Co mmis -
sioner Quetta directed
all administrative offic-
ers to make price control
operations effective and
co ntinuo us in their re-
sp ec tive s ub -d ivis ions
and ensure mo nito ring
by being present in the
field.

The district admin-
istratio n c larified that
provid ing relief to  the
peo ple d uring the holy
month of Ramadan is the
top priority and all pos-
sible steps would be taken
in this regard and strict
action to be taken against
profiteers, no one could
be allowed to profiteer
d uring the mo nth o f
Ramadan.


