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ISLAMABAD: Federal Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi presenting a shield to Chinese delegation
led by Qi Jingyang, Director General of China’s
National Immigration Administration during a bi-
lateral agreement.

QUETTA: Inspector General Police Balochistan Muhammad Tahir address-
ing the introductory meeting of newly appointed DSPs.

QUETTA: PML-N Parliamentary Leader Mir
Saleem Khan Khosa meeting with Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti about irrigation
water issue in Nasirabad Division.

Peoples Party Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
addresses public gathering in Dadyal, Azad Jammu
and Kashmir.

QUETTA: Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-F) Provincial
Ameer Maulana Abdul Wasay,  holds Press confer-
ence at JUI-F central office in Quetta.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif witnesses the
signing and exchange of agreements between Chinese and Pakistani Phar-
maceutical Companies at the Pak China Pharmaceutical B2B Conference.

Bugti, Sindh CM agree on
joint measures to address
Naseerabad water crisis

GoB committed to protecting the interests of farmers and
landowners and will continue close coordination with the

Sindh Government to resolve irrigation issues

QUET TA (AP P): Chief
Minister Balochistan Mir
Sarfraz Bugti held a tele-
phonic conversation with
Chief Minister Sindh Syed
Murad Ali Shah to discuss
the water s ituation in
Naseerabad Division and
inter-provincial irrigation
issues.

Earlier, PML-N Par-
liamentary Leader in the
Balochistan Assembly, Mir
Saleem Khan Khosa, met
CM Bugti in Quetta and
briefed him on the severe
water s hortage in
Naseerabad canals and the
difficulties faced by farm-
ers due to reduced irrigation
supplies.

According to Adviser
to the Chief Minister on
Media and Political Affairs
Shahid Rind, CM Bugti

immediately contacted CM
Sindh to deliberate on the
matter. Both leaders agreed
on joint cooperation and
coordinated measures to
resolve water issues, ensure
fair distribution, and im-
prove the current situation.

Shahid Rind further
said that both Chief Minis-
ters directed their respec-
tive provincial irrigation
ministers to urgently reach
Sukkur and hold a meeting
with relevant officials to
review the water situation
and work on practical solu-
tions. All assembly mem-
bers from Naseerabad Di-
vision will also participate
in the Sukkur meeting,
where proposals for ad-
dressing water shortages
and long-term solutions
will be discussed.

He added that the
Balochistan government is
committed to protecting
the interests of farmers and
landowners and will con-
tinue close coordination
with the Sindh Government
to resolve irrigation issues
through consultation and
mutual understanding.

The spokesperson re-
affirmed that the provincial
government remained com-
mitted to protecting the in-
terests of farmers and safe-
guarding Balochis tan’s
constitutional and  legal
water rights. He said close
coordination between the
governments  o f
Balochistan and S indh
would continue to achieve
a sustainable and mutually
agreed solution to the on-
going water crisis.

JUI-F urges armed
forces not to be drawn
into political debate

Four killed,
9 injured in

Quetta-Karachi
highway collision

Independent Report
KHUZDAR: At least four
peo ple,  inc luding two
women, lost their lives
while nine others, among
them women and children,
sustained injuries in a head-
on collision between two
passenger vehicles on the
Quetta-Karachi National
Highway near Badrang in
the Wadh area of Khuzdar
district on Friday.

According to police,
the accident occurred when
the two vehicles collided
head-on. Preliminary find-
ings indicate that over-
speeding and alleged driver
negligence may have con-
tributed to the fatal crash.

Res cue pers onnel,
with the assistance of local
residents, reached the scene
soon after the incident and
shifted the injured to the
Tehsil Headquarters Hospi-
tal in Wadh, where they re-
ceived emergency medical
treatment.

Officials said several
of the injured were in criti-
cal condition and were later
referred to Khuzdar Teach-
ing Hospital for advanced
medical care.

Police have initiated an
investigation to ascertain
the exact circumstances
surrounding the accident.
Authorities said initial as-
sessments point to exces-
sive speed and possible neg-
ligence on the part of the
driver as the likely causes
of the collision.

Pakistan, China sign $440m
pharmaceutical agreements
Security of Chinese nationals remains govt’s

top priority, assures PM Shehbaz

24 terrorists killed in
Bannu IBOs: ISPR

President, PM pay tribute to security
forces for killing 24 terrorists in Bannu

‘OGRA to determine
prices of petroleum

products daily’
Daily fuel pricing to bring
transparency: Atta Tarar

Bilawal slams govt for
punishing whole of AJK
for actions of protesters

Pak condemns
grave atrocities in

Sudan’s Darfur
region

NEW YORK (INP):  Paki-
stan has strongly c on-
demned the grave atrocities
committed by the Rapid
Support Forces (RSF) in
Sudan’s Darfur region, in-
cluding ethnically moti-
vated killings and the de-
struction of civilian infra-
structure.

Speaking during the
UN Security Council brief-
ing on the International
Criminal Court’s report on
Darfur, Counsellor and Po-
litical Co ord inator Gul
Qaiser Sarwani expressed
deep concern over the wors-
ening humanitarian and se-
curity situation in Darfur.

Pakistan, China agree
to deepen immigration,

border security cooperation

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Federal Minister for Petro-
leum Ali Pervaiz Malik on
Friday said the government
had decided to introduce a
daily petroleum p ricing
mechanism under which the
Oil and Gas Regulatory
Authority (OGRA) will
determine and publish fuel
prices every day in line
with international market
trends to enhance transpar-
ency.

Addressing a press
conference alongside Fed-
eral Minister for Informa-
tion and Broadc asting
Attaullah Tarar, Malik
said, “The Cabinet and the
prime minister have decided
that OGRA will be given
the responsibility of deter-
mining fuel prices daily
based on international mar-

prices but also every com-
ponent that contributes to
the final price consumers
pay at petrol stations, en-
abling the public to under-
stand why these price ad-
justments are necessary
clearly,” he said.

Malik said the deci-
sion to shift daily fuel price
determination to the Oil and
Gas Regulatory Authority
(OGRA) would remove the
government from routine
pricing decisions and place
responsibility with the in-
dependent regulator, whose
role is to balance the inter-
ests of consumers, the gov-
ernment and the oil indus-
try.

He said the new daily
pricing mechanism would
be based on the seven-day
average of Platts interna-

tional benchmark prices,
ensuring that increases and

ket trends.”
“OGRA has been di-

rected to publish not only
the international benchmark Continued on page 2

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Friday hailed the
signing of nine agreements
worth around US$ 440 mil-
lion between Pakistani and
Chinese private enterprises
in the pharmaceutical sec-
tor, describing the develop-
ment as a major step to-
wards strengthening bilat-
eral economic cooperation
and advancing the next
phase of the China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor
(CPEC 2.0).

Addressing the Paki-
stan-China Pharmaceutical
Business-to-Business Con-
ference here, the prime min-
ister expressed confidence
that the agreements would
turn into practical projects,
saying they would boost
investment in pharmaceu-
tical manufacturing, vac-
cines, research and develop-
ment, and help Pakistan
emerge as a regional centre
for the production and ex-
port of life-saving medi-

cines.
“I think this will ulti-

mately result into manufac-
turing life saving medicines,
vaccines, research and de-
velopment and become a
center of excellence for ex-
porting our wonderful
products to neighboring
countries,” he said.

He said China had con-
sistently stood by Pakistan
during difficult times and
had already invested more
than US$ 30 billion under
first phase of China Paki-
stan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), calling the new
partnerships another mile-
stone in expanding eco-
nomic cooperation.

The prime minister
congratulated Pakistani and
Chinese entrepreneurs on
the agreements and praised
the efforts of Health Min-
ister Syed Mustafa Kamal,
Special Assistant to the
Prime Minis ter Haro on
Akhtar Khan, Pakistan’s
Ambass ador to  China

Khalil Hashmi, Chinese
Ambassador Jiang Zaidong,
government institutions
and business leaders for
making the conference a
success.

The prime minister
also highlighted Pakistan’s
role in promoting regional
peace, saying Islamabad
had played an important
mediating role during the
recent regional crisis with
the support of friendly
co untries ,  particular ly
China.

He apprec iated the
contributions of President
Xi Jinp ing,  Premier Li
Qiang and other Chinese
leaders, while also acknowl-
edged the efforts of Field
Marshal, Syed Asim
Munir, and Deputy Prime
Minister, Ishaq Dar in dip-
lomatic engagements.

Reaffirming Pakistan’s
commitment to Chinese in-
vestors, he said the secu-

Continued on page 2

MIRPUR (INP): Pakistan
Peoples Party Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari on
Friday criticised both the
federal government and the
protesters over the recent
unrest in Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (AJK), lashing out
at the former for punishing
AJK for the actions of the
latter.

Bilawal fo rmally
launched his party’s elec-
tion campaign for the AJK
elections from Dadyal,
some 200 Kilometres away
from the capital city of
AJK, describing the upcom-
ing polls as “the most sig-
nificant in AJK’s history”

Ad dres sing a P PP
rally, Bilawal criticised both
sides over the worsening
situation in AJK.

The PPP chairman
said Kashmir had been fac-
ing a difficult test for the
past month while the en-

tire world watched, but it
was the people of the re-
gion who were bearing the
consequences.

“Everyo ne has the
right to protest, but pro-
testing in such a way that
food supplies cannot reach
Kashmir, fuel cannot reach
Kashmir and  medicines
cannot reach Kashmir does
not harm the government.
It does not harm the state
of Pakistan or the state of
Azad Kashmir. The burden,
the suffering and the hard-
ship are being borne only
by the people of Kashmir,”
Bilawal said.

He added that the pro-
testers were making the
people of Kashmir pay the
price for the government’s
mistakes.

The PPP chairman
also c riticis ed the

Continued on page 2

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kis tan and China have
agreed to significantly ex-
pand cooperation on immi-
gration, border management
and institutional coordina-
tion, reaffirming their
shared commitment to com-
bating illegal immigration,
arms smuggling and cross-
border crime through closer
collaboration.

The und erstanding
was reached during a meet-
ing between Federal Inte-
rior Minis ter Mohs in
Naqvi, Minister of State for
Interior Talal Chaudhry and
a Chinese delegation led by
Qi Jingyang, Director Gen-
eral of China’s National
Immigration Administra-
tion.

The two sides agreed
to accelerate the finalisation
of a bilateral agreement
aimed at streamlining immi-
gration procedures and fa-

cilitating faster processing.
They also decided to estab-
lish a Pakistan-China Joint
Working Group on border
management and security to
strengthen coordination and
improve operational effec-
tiveness.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Interio r Minister
Mohsin Naqvi said Paki-
stan and China would fur-
ther enhance cooperation in
land border management,
seaport security and immi-
gration administration. He
reiterated that the Govern-
ment o f Pakistan was
implementing a zero-toler-
ance policy against illegal
immigration, unlawful bor-
der crossings and smuggling,
adding that indiscriminate
action was being taken
against all those involved in
such activities.

Continued on page 2

Govt hikes
petrol price by
Rs5.44, diesel

by Rs31.05/ litre
ISLAMABAD (INP): The
federal government on Fri-
day announced a fresh in-
crease in petroleum prices,
raising petrol by Rs5.44 per
litre and high-speed diesel
(HSD) by Rs31.05 per li-
tre.

The fresh hike has
raised petrol price from
Rs310.71 to Rs314.15 per
litre, and diesel from
Rs323.30 to Rs354.35 per
litre.

The Petroleum Divi-
sion issued a notification
stating that the new fuel
prices will take effect on
July 18 and remain appli-
cable until July 20.

The revised fuel prices
were announced after the
federal government en-
forced a da ily review
mechanism for the petro-
leum products rates.

The move to da ily
price reviews follows the
government’s earlier deci-
sion to conduct weekly pe-
troleum price adjustments
after tensions escalated fol-
lowing the US-Israeli con-
flict with Iran on February
28.

In the previous weekly
review, the government in-
creased the prices of petrol
and  hig h-sp eed diesel
(HSD) by Rs13.18 and
Rs13.80 per litre, respec-
tively.

RAWALPINDI (INP): Pa-
kistan security forces con-
ducted intelligence-based
operations in Bannu and
surrounding areas, killing 24
khawarij over the past 24
hours, Inter-Services Pub-
lic Relations (ISPR) in a
press release said,

The military’s media
wing stated that terrorists
belonged to the banned mili-
tant group referred to as
Fitna al Khawarij and were
involved in multiple terror-
ist activities.

A large quantity of
weapons and ammunition
was recovered from the
militants during the opera-
tions, ISPR said.

The statement added
that security forces remain

committed to bringing all
those responsible for terror-
ism to justice and will con-
tinue operations against
militants and their facilita-
tors.

ISPR said efforts to
eliminate terrorism, includ-
ing threats allegedly sup-
ported from outside the
country, will continue until
the complete eradication of
the menace.

On the other hand,
Pakistan security forces
killed three more terrorists
in the ongoing “Operation
Shaban” in Balochistan.

According to security
sources, the joint operation
“Shaban” by the Pakistan

Continued on page 2

QUETTA (ANN): Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-
F) Balochistan chief and
Senator Maulana Abdul
Wasey has defended party
president Maulana Fazlur
Rehman over the contro-
versy surrounding his re-
cent speech, alleging that
political opponents  had
misrepresented his remarks
and calling for an apology
to  the senior religio us
leader.

Add ress ing a jo int
press conference at the
party’s provincial secre-
tariat alongside Senator
Kamran Murtaza, Abdul
Wasey said the JUI-F fully
supported its president’s
position and rejected what
he described as an organized
campaign aimed at portray-
ing Fazlur Rehman as “anti-
state.”

He alleged that the

Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) had re-
acted most strongly to the
speech and levelled a num-
ber of political allegations
concerning the ruling
party’s role in national af-
fairs and civil-military rela-
tions. These allegations
were presented by the
speaker and could not be
independently verified.

The senator said the
JUI-F had always ex-
pressed respect for
Pakistan’s armed forces and
paid tribute to the sacrifices
of the country’s martyrs,
describing them as a source
of national pride. He urged
that the name of the armed
forces should not be used
for political purposes and
maintained that branding
Fazlur Rehman a traitor

Continued on page 2

ECP to undertake
electoral law

reforms ahead of
next general polls

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) has decided
to undertake electoral law
reforms ahead of the next
general elections and has
constituted a reforms com-
mittee to prepare recom-
mendations, sources said on
Friday. Ac cord ing to
sources, the committee will
formulate comprehensive
proposals aimed at making
Pakistan’s electoral system
more effective, transparent
and modern.

The committee will
review the Elections Act,
2017, the Election Rules,
2017, and, where necessary,
pro pose constitutional
amendments to improve the
electoral framework.

Sources said the re-
forms committee will com-
prise senior officials of the
Election Commission.

GoB, protest committee reach
landmark agreement; judicial
commission to probe incident
Balochistan announces compensation,

martyr status for Ziarat victims

Independent Report
QUETTA: T he
Balochistan government
and the protest committee
representing the families of
the Ziarat victims have
reached a written agreement
following successful nego-
tiations led by Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfraz Bugti,
marking a significant break-
through aimed at restoring
peace and addressing the
families’ demands.

Under the agreement,
both sides pledged to imple-
ment measures for the wel-
fare of the families of the
Ziarat victims and work
jointly to strengthen peace
and stability across the
province. The parties also
agreed to establish a judi-
cial commission to investi-
gate the Ziarat killings.

The agreement pro-
vides for a joint meeting, to
be chaired by Chief Minis-
ter Bugti, involving oppo-
sition parties and the fami-
lies of the victims to review
the overall law and order

situation in Balochistan. It
also includes plans to en-
hance the operational ca-
pacity, manpower and pro-
fessional capabilities of the
po lice force in the
province’s urban areas.

The government
agreed to recognize the
Ziarat victims as martyrs
under the existing policy,
with their families to receive
financial compensation,
educational support for
children and other welfare
benefits in accordance with
official regulations. Public
buildings will also be named
in honour of the victims to
commemorate their sacri-
fices. To address public
concerns over revenue-related
issues, the government will
establish a committee headed
by the Provincial Revenue
Minister, comprising govern-
ment officials and local com-
munity  representatives.
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti said the families of the
victims would receive every
possible support.
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All Pakistan clerks association members hold pro-
test in Peshawar for key demands.

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Chairman Senate, Syedaal Khan Nasir addresses Al Raee
Group KSA Business & Investment Opportunities Forum at a local hotel.

Highways employees union CBA stages protest
rally in Larkana for key demands.

Pakistan, China sign..

‘OGRA to determine..

Islamabad: Chairman Senate, Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani attending a reception
Hosted by Chief of Jazz World Zaheer Mehdi attended by Parliamentarians
and Distinguished personalities from various sectors.

24 terrorists killed.. JUI-F urges..

Continued from page 1

was unjust and detrimental
to national cohesion.

Ab dul Wasey also
said a meeting of the JUI
Lawyers Forum had re-
viewed arrangements for
the upcoming All Pakistan
Lawyers Convention in
Islamabad. He alleged that
efforts had been made to
hinder the party’s Tehreek
Tahaffuz-e-Madaris move-
ment and reaffirmed that the
JUI-F would continue rais-
ing public issues through
constitutional and demo-
cratic means.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Senator Kamran
Murtaza said the lawyers’
convention would feature a
comprehensive presenta-
tion of Maulana Fazlur
Rehman’s speech to enable
legal experts to examine it
in its proper context.

Pakistan..

Continued from page 1

The minister also an-
nounced  that a Gilgit-
Baltistan Scouts check-
point was being established
at the Khunjerab Pass to
further strengthen security
along the strategically im-
portant border crossing.

Minister of State Talal
Chaudhry said Pakistan and
China would work together
to effectively curb illegal
immigration and  other
cross-bord er crimes
through enhanced bilateral
cooperation.

Chinese d elegation
commended Pakistan’s ef-
forts to prevent illegal bor-
der crossings and smuggling,
describing the country’s
measures as effective and
encouraging.

Director General Qi
Jingyang said China and
Pakistan were strategic
partners and that Beijing
remained co mmitted to
strengthening cooperation
with Islamabad. He added
that China would continue
supporting the capacity-
building of Pakistani insti-
tutions in areas related to
immigration and border se-
curity.

During the meeting,
the Chinese delegation de-
livered an invitation from
China’s Minister of Public
Security to Interior Minis-
ter Mohsin Naqvi to par-
ticipate in the upcoming
Public Security Forum.

Bilawal slams govt..
Continued from page 1

government’s response to
the protests, saying it was
punishing all Kashmiris in-
stead of only those in-
volved in the demonstra-
tions.

“The protesters may
be good or bad, they may
even be wrong, but the gov-
ernment is not punishing
only the protesters. It is
punishing all Kashmiris,
and it has been doing so for
the past 30 days,” he said.

Bilawal described the
upcoming AJK elections as
the most significant in the
region’s history given the
prevailing situation, saying
the people had never wit-
nessed such circumstances

before.
“This is a test for the

state of Azad Kashmir, this
is a test for the state of Pa-
kistan, this is a test for all
political parties and politi-
cians because it is the re-
sponsibility of politicians
to represent you, to become
your voice and to carry that
voice to Muzaffarabad, to
Islamabad and to the entire
world,” he said.

Bilawal said po liti-
cians,  whether from
Islamabad, Azad Jammu
and Kashmir or elsewhere
in the country, had failed to
perform their responsibili-
ties effectively by acting as
a bridge between the people
of Kashmir and the federal
government.

TOKYO: His Excellency Abdul Hameed the Am-
bassador of Pakistan to Japan with Parliamentary
Vice Minister for Digital Affair of Japan, at Em-
bassy of Pakistan Tokyo.

Continued from page 1

rity of Chinese nationals
working in Pakistan re-
mained the government’s
highest priority and as-
sured them of comprehen-
sive protection.

Earlier, PM Shehbaz
Sharif witnessed the sigh-
ing of agreements worth
US$ 440 million between
the two sides in the phar-
maceutical sector.

Health Minister, Syed
Mustafa Kamal said the
conference was held on the
vision of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, adding that
weeks of intensive meetings
had paved the way for the
business-to-business en-
gagements. He s aid
Pakistan’s ambassador in
Beijing had also played an
important role in facilitat-
ing the initiative.

Mustafa Kamal said
Pakistan and China had
enormous untapped poten-
tial for trade and investment
in healthcare and other sec-
tors. He said the govern-
ment was taking measures
to improve public access to
quality healthc are and

thanked Chinese compa-
nies for their participation
and confidence in Pakistan’s
pharmaceutical sector.

Chinese Ambassador,
Jiang Zaido ng s aid
Pakistan’s large and grow-
ing population had created
significant demand for
healthc are,  making the
country’s pharmaceutical
sector an attractive destina-
tion for investment and co-
operation. He said the em-
bassy had worked as a
bridge between enterprises
of both countries to pro-
mote bus iness partner-
ships.

The ambassador wel-
comed Pakistan’s improv-
ing economic indicators un-
der Prime Minis ter
Shehbaz Sharif’s leadership
and ap preciated
Islamabad’s constructive
role in recent regional de-
velopments.

He expressed hope
that Pakistan would con-
tinue providing a stable and
secure environment for
Chinese enterprises and
noted the prime minister’s
special focus on facilitating
Chinese investment.

Continued from page 1

dec reas es in global oil
prices were reflected auto-
matically in do mestic
prices.

“When prices rise in-
ternationally, they will be
adjusted accordingly, and
when they fall, the relief
will be passed on immedi-
ately. There will be no need
to ask anyone, as the ad-
justment will be made au-
tomatically on a daily ba-
sis,” he said.

Malik described the
move as another step to-
wards deregulation, arguing
that sectors in which the
government’s role had been
reduced had generally deliv-
ered better outcomes for
consumers. The petroleum
minister said the regional
situation,  which the
country’s leadership had
worked hard to stabilise
through a ceasefire and ef-
forts towards a permanent
cessation of hostilities, had
once again deteriorated de-
spite those efforts. “I must
say with regret that the situ-
ation in the region, which
our leadership had tried to
improve through an effec-
tive approach—first by se-
curing a ceasefire and then
by working towards perma-
nent peace—appears to be
worsening once again,” he
said.

Malik credited Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and Field Marshal Syed
Asim Munir for making
“immense efforts” to re-

store peace but noted that
renewed tensions had once
again driven up interna-
tional oil prices.

He said diesel prices
in the international market
had witnessed a significant
increase over the past few
days. “If I give an example,
the Platts benchmark for
diesel has risen from around
$110 per barrel to nearly
$140 per barrel. Similarly,
the Platts benchmark for
petrol, which was around
$89 per barrel, has climbed
to nearly $100 per barrel,”
he said. The petroleum
minister said the increase in
benchmark prices had re-
sulted in higher energy
costs across international
markets. Referring to the
government’s response,
Malik thanked the public
for showing patience dur-
ing the difficult period.

“I am grateful to the
people of Pakistan who
have endured these hard-
ships with great patience
alongside the government.
Undoubtedly, every house-
hold has been affected,” he
said. He said Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif had
utilised ap proximately
Rs130 billion in federal gov-
ernment resources to provide
relief to the public. With the
support of President Asif Ali
Zardari and all provincial
chief ministers, the govern-
ment had also continued a
targeted subsidy programme
that had expanded from the
initial Rs130 billion to sev-
eral hundred billion rupees.

Continued from page 1

Army, Frontier Corps (FC)
Balochistan, and police
against terrorists is continu-
ing, security sources said.

Effective operations
against terrorists are under-
way in the area, with secu-
rity forces targeting them
through both aerial and
ground-based actions.

Sources said that as a
result of successful opera-
tions, terrorist groups have
suffered significant losses.
During recent actions, con-
firmed reports indicate that
four more militants have
been killed. With the latest
casualties, the total number
of terrorists killed during
Op eration Shab an has
reached 88, according to
security sources. Sources
added that since July 5, a
total of 126 terrorists have
been killed in Operation
Shaban and other intelli-
gence-based operations.

Security officials said
that Operation Shaban will
continue in Balochistan un-

til the last terrorist is elimi-
nated.

Meanwhile, President
Asif Ali Zardari and Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Friday paid tribute to the
security forces and law en-
forcement agencies for kill-
ing 24 Indian-backed Fitna
al Khawarij terrorists dur-
ing a successful intelli-
gence-based operation in
Bannu and nearby areas.

In separate state-
ments, the president and the
prime minister said the se-
curity forces’ timely and
effective action against the
elements  responsible for
attacks on police personnel
and innocent civilians, par-
ticularly in Bannu, was
commendable. “The opera-
tions against F itna al
Khawarij and their facilita-
tors working under Indian
patronage will be taken to
their logical conclusion,” the
president said, adding that
the entire nation stood
shoulder to shoulder with
the security forces and law
enforcement agencies.

IHC fixes July 24,
for hearing Imaan
Mazari, Hadi Ali
Chattha’s appeals
IS LAMABAD (APP ):
The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) has fixed July 24, for
hearing the suspension of
sentence applications filed
by lawyer Imaan Mazari
and Hadi Ali Chattha in the
controversial tweets case.

Ac cord ing to the
cause list issued by the IHC
Registrar’s Office, Justice
Muhammad Azam Khan
will hear the applications.

Earlier, the Supreme
Court, in its July 12 order,
directed the Islamabad High
Court to decide the suspen-
sion of sentenc e pleas
within two weeks.

The case had previ-
ously been fixed for hear-
ing before the IHC on June
4, but the cause list was
later cancelled.

Meanwhile, the Su-
preme Court has also sched-
uled the suspension of sen-
tence applications of Imaan
Mazari and Hadi Ali Chattha
for hearing on July 21.

Govt must stop extorting
public in the name of
petroleum levy: Hafiz

NA Speaker
pays tribute
to security
forces for
successful

IBO in Bannu
IS LAMABAD (INP ):
Speaker of National Assem-
bly, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq has
paid rich tribute to the Se-
curity Forces for success-
fully carrying out an Intel-
ligence-Based Operation
(IBO) in Bannu, during
which 24 terrorists belong-
ing to Fitna Al Khawarij
were exterminated.

Ayaz S adiq co m-
mended the security forces
for their exceptional pro-
fessionalism, courage and
unwavering commitment in
thwarting the nefarious de-
signs of the Indian proxy
terrorist group, Fitna Al
Khawarij.

Tarbela
spillways
opened as

Indus river flow
surges: NDMA
IS LAMABAD (APP ):
The National Disaster
Management Authority
(NDMA) on Friday
warned of rising water lev-
els in the Indus River after
the spillways of Tarbela
Dam were opened due to
increased inflows caused by
rapid glacier melt and rain-
fall in upper catchment ar-
eas. The move is expected
to increase water discharge
downstream, posing risks
to low lying areas, particu-
larly in Layyah, Bhakkar
and Mianwali, prompting
authorities to urge residents
and tourists to stay away
from the river and water
channels. NDMA said the
ris e in river flows was
driven by increasing tem-
peratures that have accel-
erated glacier melt, coupled
with rainfall in northern
parts of the country.

The opening of
Tarbela Dam’s spillways is
part of efforts to safely
manage water levels at the
reservoir.

The authority c au-
tioned that water levels and
flow in downstream areas
of the Indus River may rise
significantly.

Pakistan, Japan host startup
and innovation event to boost

AI, Web3 cooperation
TOKYO (APP): The Em-
bassy of Pakistan in Tokyo,
in collaboration with the
Asia Web3 Alliance Japan
(AWAJ), organized a Paki-
stan–Japan startup and in-
novation event to promote
cooperation in artificial in-
telligence (AI), Web3, digi-
tal technologies and entre-
preneurship . The event
brought together represen-
tatives from government,
industry, technology com-
panies, investors and the
startup ecosystem of both
countries. Delivering the
keynote address, Ambassa-
dor of Pakistan to Japan,
Abdul Hameed highlighted
the growing importance of
technology and innovation
in P akistan–Japan eco-
nomic relations.

He emphasized
Pakistan’s expanding digi-
tal economy, skilled tech-
nology workforce and en-
trepreneurial potential, and

called for stronger partner-
ships between institutions,
companies, investors and
startup communities of the
two countries.

The keynote presen-
tation, “Creating the Digi-
tal Future: Startup Co-Cre-
ation in the AI & Web3 Era,”
was delivered by Parlia-
mentary Vice-Minister for
Digita l Affairs, Japan,
Hideto Kawasaki. He out-
lined Japan’s vision for digi-
tal transformation, includ-
ing policy developments
relating to  AI,  Web 3,
trusted cross-border data
flows and digital innova-
tion. Highlighting the
complementary strengths
of Japan’s technology and
innovation ecosystem and
Pakistan’s growing digital
talent, he encouraged closer
collabo ration b etween
startups, technology com-
panies and innovation insti-
tutions in both countries.

Pakistan launches new platform
to channel diaspora brainpower

into Pakistan’s growth
NEW YORK (APP): In a
strategic move to harness
the potential of the Paki-
stani diaspora, the Prime
Minister’s  Youth
Programme (PMYP) and
the Pakistan Mission to the
UN, launched the PIVOT
programme that would
connect overseas youth to
the country’s development.

“We are not merely
launching a programme—
We are renewing a relation-
ship—between Pakistan
and a generation of Paki-
stanis whose lives span
countries, cultures and pos-
sibilities, but whose hearts
remain connected to home,”
the Chairman of the Prime
Minister’s Youth
Programme, Rana Mashhood
Ahmad Khan, said at the
launching ceremony in New
York on Thursday.

The initiative’s theme
was ‘From Connection to
Contribution,’  with  Rana

Mashhood highlighting that
it brings together Pakistan’s
global youth community
“in a spirit of dialogue, con-
nection and shared pur-
pose.”

Thursday’s event was
attended by young Paki-
stani professionals, entre-
preneurs, researchers, stu-
dents and community lead-
ers from across the United
States,  who  exp ress ed
strong interest in support-
ing Pakistan’s  youth
through mentorship, col-
laboration and knowledge
exchange under the PIVOT
platform. Describing over-
seas Pakistanis as a “living
bridge between Pakistan
and  the future, ”  Rana
Mashhood said they pos-
sess a unique understand-
ing of both Pakistan’s aspi-
rations and the world’s in-
stitutions, technologies and
opportunities.

He emphasized that

PIVOT was created to con-
nect the immense talent of
young Pakistanis at home
with the knowledge, net-
works and experience of
the diaspora.

“PIVOT is not about
charity; it is about partner-
ship. It is not about look-
ing back with nostalgia, but
looking forward with pur-
pose,” he said, adding that
the initiative would help
transform goodwill into
lasting national impact by
encouraging overseas Paki-
stanis to mentor students,
create internships, share ex-
pertise and support youth-
led innovation. The Chair-
man underscored the
Government’s commitment
to youth empowerment un-
der the leadership of Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif through ini-
tiatives in education, em-
ployment, engagement and
environment.

Pakistan win seven medals, best Under16
team title at Asian Ju-jitsu Championship

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan concluded a historic
campaign at  the Asian
Jujitsu Championship 2026
in Almaty, Kazakhstan,
winning seven medals and
securing the Best Under16
Team of Asia title.

Pakistan’s final tally
stood at two gold medals,
three silver medals and two
bronze medals, along with
the Best Under16 Team of
Asia title.

According to informa-
tion received here, on the
final day of competition,
Ebad ur Rehman won a

bronze medal in the Un-
der18 F ighting System
(85kg) event after defeating
his Indian opponent. In the
Under21 Men’s Duo Show
System, Umer Yaseen and
Ebad ur Rehman claimed
silver medals, taking
Pakistan’s overall tally to
seven.

The medal and closing
ceremony was attended by
guests of honour including
Secretary General of the
South Asian Jujitsu Re-
gional Association and Pa-
kistan Jujitsu Federation
Tariq Ali, and Trade and

Investment Counsellor at
the Embassy of Pakistan in
Kazakhstan Rizwana Qazi.

Chairman of the Paki-
stan Jujitsu Federation con-
gratulated  the athletes,
coaches and officials, say-
ing the achievement was
the result of years of dedi-
cation, strategic planning
and collective commitment.

Tariq Ali, Secretary
General of the Pakistan
Jujitsu Federation and team
leader, said the performance
demonstrated the growing
strength of Pakistan’s
Jujitsu pro gramme and

Independent Report
LAHORE: Jamaat-e-Islami
Pakistan Emir Hafiz Naeem
ur Rehman has strongly
criticised the government’s
decision to increase petro-
leum prices, saying it has
effectively decided to pick
the public’s pockets every
day.

Reacting to the move
in a post on X, Rehman said
the introduction of daily
increases in petrol prices
amounts to a policy of daily
exploitation of the people.
He questioned why the coa-

lition government continues
to raise petroleum prices
instead of abolishing the
Rs120 per litre taxes im-
posed on petrol, which, he
said, have no connection
with the actual price of the
fuel.

The JI chief further
questioned why the govern-
ment continues to collect
extortion in the name of the
petroleum levy. He said the
government’s economic fail-
ures are being passed on to
the public through inflation
and additional taxes.
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Balochistan News

SURAB: Deputy Commissioner Sahibzada Najeebullah presides over the meeting of District Health Committee.

LORALAI: Commissioner Loralai Division Wali Muhammad Bareach pre-
sides over the meeting of Divisional Education Progress.

KHUZDAR: Commissioner Kalat Division Dr. Tufail Baloch, Deputy Com-
missioner Khuzdar Abdul Razaq Sasoli and SSP Khuzdar Dostain Dashti in
a group photo with participants on the eve of inauguration ceremony of Shaheed
Usman Ashiq Library.

PANJGUR: Deputy Commissioner Panjgur
Jehanzaib Baloch being briefed about law and or-
der situation during his visit to city.

NASEERABAD: Commissioner Nasirabad Salah ud Din Noorzai presenting
appointment to female teacher.

QUETTA: Tribal Leader Shakoor Marri address-
ing a Press Conference at Quetta Press Club.

USTA MUHAMMAD: Deputy Director Divisional
Information Department Naseerabad meeting with
Principal Boys Degree College Ubaidullah Zehri.

NASEERBAD: Deputy Commissioner Vrinder Lal
talking to representatives of NGOs during his visit
to Divisional Hospital.

Constitutional supremacy
key to resolving Balochistan’s
challenges, says National Party

Access to knowledge defines
developed societies: Tufail Baloch

Independent Report
KHUZDAR: Commis-
sioner Kalat Division Dr
Tufail Baloch on Friday
said that access to knowl-
edge is a defining feature of
developed societies, ex-
pressing confidence that
the newly estab lished
Shaheed Usman Ashiq Li-
brary in Khuzdar would
play a transformative role
in promoting education,
research and academic ex-
cellence among the region’s
youth.

The commissioner in-
augurated the state-of-the-
art library at the District
Police Complex (DPC) pre-
mises along the National
Highway in the presence of
Deputy Commis sioner
Abdul Razzaq Sasoli, SSP
Dostain Dashti and other
district officials.

Addressing the inau-
guration ceremo ny, Dr

Tufail Baloch described the
facility as far more than a
public library, calling it the
beginning of a new era for
education in Khuzdar. He
said the institution would
provide students with ac-
cess to modern learning re-
sources and create an envi-
ronment conducive to re-
search, innovation and in-
tellectual growth.

The library has been
established by transforming
a building that had remained
unused since 1994 into a
modern educational facility.
Developed with the sup-
port of Bolan Mining En-
terprises (BME) under the
Balochistan Sustainable
Develop ment Initiat ive
(BSDI), the project has also
been equipped with a solar
energy system to ensure
uninterrupted study during
power outages.

The facility includes

separate reading halls for
male and female students, a
digital learning section,
dedicated research rooms, a
conference hall, modern
computer systems, high-
speed internet connectivity
and access to online aca-
demic resources. It also of-
fers study materials for
competitive examinations,
including CSS, PMS, NTS
and other professional re-
cruitment tests.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Deputy Commis-
sioner Abdul Razzaq Sasoli
said providing quality edu-
c ational fac ilities  fo r
young people remained a
key priority of the district
adminis tration,  add ing
that the library would sig-
nificantly enhance learning
opportunities and contrib-
ute to raising educational
standards across the dis-
trict.

Women entrepreneurship
program phase-I completed
Dr. Rubaba pledges expanded economic opportunities

Independent Report
QUETTA: Adviser to the
Chief Minister on Women
Development Dr Rubaba
Khan Buledi on Friday un-
derscored the importance of
women’s economic em-
powerment in achieving
sustainable social and eco-
nomic progress, announcing
that the provincial govern-
ment would further expand
entrepreneurship and skills
development initiatives to
create greater employment
and business opportunities
fo r wo men acro ss
Balochistan.

She made these re-
marks while addressing the
closing ceremony of the
first p hase of the
Balochistan Women Entre-
preneurship Development
Programme, during which
500 women who success-
fully completed the train-
ing pro gramme were

awarded certificates, tablets
and toolkits.

The initiative brought
together participants from
all districts of Balochistan
and provided comprehen-
sive training in entrepre-
neurship, digital literacy,
business planning, market-
ing strategies and modern
enterprise management to
help women establish and
expand sustainable busi-
nesses.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr Buledi described
the programme as the
province’s first comprehen-
sive entrepreneurship ini-
tiative for women, saying
it was designed to equip
participants with the
knowledge and practical
skills required to compete
effectively in both national
and international markets.

She said the govern-
ment remained committed

to creating an enabling en-
vironment where women
could achieve financial in-
dependence, strengthen
their entrepreneurial capa-
bilities and make a greater
co ntribution to the
province’s economic devel-
opment.

Congratulat ing the
graduates, the adviser
praised their dedication and
perseverance, expressing
confidence that the skills
ac quired d uring the
programme would help
them build successful busi-
nesses and inspire more
women to pursue entrepre-
neurship. She reaffirmed that
the provincial government
would continue introducing
initiatives aimed at enhancing
women’s professional capaci-
ties, promoting self-reliance
and expanding their participa-
tion in economic activities
across Balochistan.

QUETTA (ANN): Na-
tional Party Central Secre-
tary General Mir Kabeer
Ahmed Muhammad Shahi
has said that Balochistan’s
longstanding challenges can
only be addressed through
constitutional supremacy,
democratic engagement and
a strengthened political pro-
cess, stressing that sustain-
able peace is impossible
without safeguarding the
fundamental rights of all
citizens.

Addressing a public
gathering in Hazara Town,
Shahi said residents contin-
ued to face difficulties in
accessing essential public
services, including pass-
port and NADRA facilities,
healthcare, education and
employment opportunities.
He also expressed concern
over the condition of gov-
ernment schools and hos-
pitals, s aying impro ve-
ments in basic public ser-

vices were urgently needed.
He further alleged that

the arrests of political work-
ers and enforced disappear-
ances were inconsistent
with constitutional prin-
ciples, maintaining that
anyone accused of wrong-
doing should be dealt with
strictly in accordance with
the law. These allegations
could not be independently
verified.

Shahi said Balochistan
belonged equally to the
Baloch, Pashtun, Hazara
and all other communities
living in the province, add-
ing that unity among all na-
tionalities was essential for
lasting peace, stability and
development. He urged
people to support demo-
cratic institutions, constitu-
tional governance, an em-
powered parliament and an
independent judiciary.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, National Party

Balochistan President
Aslam Baloch alleged that
successive governments had
failed to resolve the
longstanding civic issues
facing Hazara Town. He
said shortages of clean
drinking water, quality edu-
cation, healthcare facilities
and employment opportu-
nities continued to affect
residents’ daily lives.

He warned that if the
area’s water shortage re-
mained unresolved by Au-
gust, the National Party
would launc h a protest
campaign in collaboration
with local residents.

Central Committee
member Dr Ramzan
Hazara said the people of
Hazara Town and Alamdar
Road had long been de-
prived of essential civic
amenities, adding that the
party would continue ad-
vocating for improved ac-
cess to water, gas, electric-
ity, NADRA and passport
services.

At the conclusion of
the public meeting, several
residents of Ali Town an-
nounced that they were
joining the National Party.

PDMA issues
monsoon alert,
rain warning,
windstorms in
several districts

QUETTA (APP): The Pro-
vincial Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (PDMA)
Balochistan has issued a
weather alert warning of
rain, windstorms, and thun-
dershowers in several dis-
tricts of the province be-
tween July 19 and July 23.

According to the Pa-
kistan Meteorological De-
partment (P MD)
Islamabad, and the Regional
Meteoro logical Center
(RMC) Quetta, monsoon
currents from the Arabian
Sea are continuously pen-
etrating the upper parts of
the country and are ex-
pected to strengthen over
the weekend. A western
disturbance is also likely to
approach the upper regions
on Monday, intensifying
weather activity.

The advisory said that
isolated rain, windstorms,
and thundershowers, with
heavy falls at certain places,
are expected in the districts
of Zhob, Sherani, Kohlu,
Sib i, Naseerabad, Jhal
Magsi, Jaffarabad, Duki,
Harnai, Loralai, Barkhan,
Musakhail, Khuzdar, Dera
Bugti, and surrounding ar-
eas.

Strong windstorms
and thunderstorms may
damage weak structures
such as electricity poles,
billboards, and solar panels.
Heavy rainfall could gener-
ate flash floods in hill tor-
rents, while lightning strikes
may occur at isolated loca-
tions. The prevailing hot
and humid conditions are
likely to subside during the
forecast period.

Secretary C&W stresses
timely completion of

strategic projects
QUETTA (APP): Secre-
tary Communications and
Works (C&W) Balochistan,
Babar Khan, has empha-
sized that the department
plays a pivotal role in the
province’s  development
and prosperity.

He warned that any
negligence or delay in per-
formance could stall the
wheel of progress, which is
unacceptable under any cir-
cumstances. Chairing a re-
view meeting on the
progress of ongoing strate-
gic projects, the Secretary
noted that the province’s in-
frastructure improvement
and sustainable develop-
ment depend on the effec-
tive performance of the
C&W Department.

The meeting was at-
tended via Zoom by chief
engineers from all six zones,
superintending engineers,
and district executive engi-
neers.

During the session,
engineers from various dis-
tricts presented detailed

briefings on the progress of
strategic projects in their
respective areas. They also
highlighted the financial and
technical challenges faced
during implementation.

Babar Khan instructed
that no slowdown in the
complet ion of c ritical
projects would be tolerated.
He stressed that time is
short and challenges are
many, therefore all engi-
neers must ensure timely
complet ion as the
department’s top priority.
He directed that all techni-
cal is sues  hindering
progress should be resolved
immediately.

The Secretary issued
strict instructions to execu-
tive engineers (buildings) to
ensure complet ion of
projects within the stipu-
lated timeframe, warning
that failure to do so would
result in stern action against
responsible officials. He
further emphasized that
there must be no compro-
mise on the quality of work.

GoB expands social
welfare initiatives

QUETTA (APP): Director
General Social Welfare
Balochistan, Mir Saifullah
Khan Khetran, on Friday
reaffirmed the provincial
government’s commitment
to the welfare, social pro-
tection, and empowerment
of marginalized communi-
ties. He stated that special
persons, women, orphaned
children, senior citizens,
and other vulnerab le
groups would be provided
equal opportunities and
improved social services to
ensure they live dignified
lives. Talking to APP, Mir
Saifullah Khetran explained
that comprehensive reforms
were being introduced to
modernize the Social Wel-
fare Department, enhance
institutional capacity, and
deliver effective services to
the public. He emphasized
that all welfare schemes
were being advanced trans-
parently and on merit, en-
suring that genuine benefi-
ciaries received government
facilities in a timely man-
ner. The DG highlighted
that in recent years, thou-
sands of special persons
have been provided with
wheelchairs, electric wheel-
chairs, special motorbikes
(tricyc les), and other
assistive devices. He noted
that the distribution pro-
cess was ongoing, with the
aim of enabling persons
with disabilities to become

confident, independent, and
active members of society.

Khetran shared that
last year, hundreds of de-
serving and skilled individu-
als received livelihood kits
and vocational tools. These
included sewing machines,
washing machines, handi-
craft equipment, plumbing
and electrician toolkits,
mobile phone repair kits,
and other professional ma-
terials. He explained that
these initiatives were de-
signed to provide respect-
able employment opportu-
nities, reduce poverty, and
help young people achieve
self-reliance.

On the issue of drug
rehabilitation, the Director
General stated that the de-
partment had played an ef-
fective role in treating and
rehabilitating drug addicts.
Through rehabilitation cen-
ters, numerous individuals
had successfully undergone
medical treatment, psycho-
logical counseling, and so-
cial reintegration. He noted
that these efforts had con-
tributed significantly to
making Quetta a safer and
healthier city, free from
drug addiction.

Mir Saifullah Khetran
concluded that the Social
Welfare Department would
continue to expand its wel-
fare projects in line with the
policies of the Balochistan
government.

Negligence by teachers will not be
tolerated, warns commissioner Wali
Independent Report

LORALAI: Commissioner
Loralai Division Wali
Muhammad Bareech on
Friday reaffirmed the pro-
vincial government’s com-
mitment to improving the
quality of education, warn-
ing that negligence in teach-
ing responsibilities, absen-
teeism and poor profes-
sional performance by
teachers would not be tol-
erated. He made these re-
marks while chairing a divi-
sional review meeting to
assess the performance of
the Education Department
and evaluate progress in the
education sector across
Loralai Division.

The meeting was at-

tended by District Educa-
tion Officers from Loralai,
Dukki and Musakhel, Dis-
trict Education Officer (Fe-
male) Fauzia Durrani, rep-
resentatives of UNICEF
and other education offi-
cials. Participants reviewed
key indicators of educa-
tional performance, includ-
ing enrolment campaigns,
teachers’ attendance, stu-
dents’ academic progress,
the availability of basic fa-
cilities in schools and the
major challenges confront-
ing the education sector.
The meeting also consid-
ered proposals aimed at
improving learning out-
comes, reducing student
dropout rates and strength-

ening school infrastructure.
Addressing the par-

ticipants, Commissioner
Bareech directed education
authorities  to further
strengthen monitoring
through regular field inspec-
tions and continuous super-
vision of government schools.
He instructed officials to ad-
dress shortages of teachers
and essential facilities on a
priority basis to ensure unin-
terrupted educational activi-
ties. Emphasizing the im-
portanc e of inc reas ing
school enrolment, he called
for a more effective campaign
to bring out-of-school chil-
dren back into classrooms,
with particular focus on en-
couraging girls’ education.

Tareen reviews research projects
at Wayaro centre, lauds progress

in high-value crop cultivation

Naseerabad revives non
functional schools with

appointment of new teachers
Independent Report

NASEERABAD: Commis-
sioner Naseerabad Division
Salahuddin Noorzai on Fri-
day described the revival of
non-functional schools as a
significant milestone in ex-
panding access to education
and reducing illiteracy in
Balochistan, urging newly
appointed teachers to per-
form their responsibilities
with dedication and profes-
sionalism. The commis-
sioner made these remarks
while distributing appoint-
ment orders to 11 newly re-
cruited male and female
teachers  under the third
phase of the school activa-
tion programme aimed at
restoring closed educational
institutions across the di-
vision. The appointment
ceremony was held in line
with the vision of Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti
and the directives of Chief
Secretary Shakeel Qadir

Khan to strengthen the
public education system
and bring non-operational
schools back into service.
Deputy Commis sioner
Varender Lal, SSP Asad
Nasir, Divisional Director
Schools Abdul Wase Kakar
and District Education Of-
ficer Hafeezullah Khoso
also attended the event and
distributed appointment
orders among the success-
ful candidates. Addressing
the newly appointed teach-
ers, Noorzai said educators
play a vital role in shaping
the future of the nation and
must uphold the highest
standards of integrity, com-
mitment and professional-
ism while imparting qual-
ity education to students.

He said the divisional
ad ministration would
closely monitor the perfor-
mance of newly appointed
teachers to ensure schools
remain fully functional.

Independent Report
BELA: Director General
Agriculture Research
Balochistan Juma Khan
Tareen on Friday visited
the Agricultural Research
Centre, Wayaro, to review
ongoing research initiatives
and reaffirm the provincial
government’s commitment
to advancing agricultural re-
search and promoting mod-
ern farming practices across
Balochistan.

During the visit, the
DG inspected the newly
constructed building and
various sections of the re-
search facility. He was ac-
companied by Deputy Di-
rector Agricultural Research
Farm Wayaro  Abd ul
Ghafoor Ronja, Deputy
Director S yed  Rehan
Fareed, Director Agricul-
ture Pervez Ahmed, Direc-
tor PRC Sindh and other
senior officials.

The officials briefed
him on a range of research
projects being carried out at
the centre, highlighting the
successful cultivation of
dragon fruit, custard apple,

moringa, perennial grass, a
new mango variety intro-
duced from Florida, United
States, and olive plantations
grown alongside wheat and
konarj.

Expressing satisfac-
tion over the progress
achieved at the research
c entre,  Tareen c om-
mended the dedication of
the officers and staff,
saying their effo rts re-
flected the growing poten-
tial of agricultural research
in the province.

He said the Govern-
ment of Balochistan and the
Agriculture Department
were actively promoting
modern research and inno-
vative farming technologies
to improve agricultural pro-
ductivity and  diversify
crop cultivation. He added
that the introduction of
high-value crops and ad-
vanced agricultural prac-
tices would contribute to
strengthening the agriculture
sector, enhancing farmers’
incomes and supporting
sustainable rural develop-
ment.

Modern
healthcare
facilities

planned for
DHQ hospital

Independent Report
NASEERABAD: Deputy
Commissioner Varender Lal
on Friday said the district
administration was making
every effort to strengthen
healthcare services and, in
collaboration with develop-
ment partners, would intro-
duce modern medical facili-
ties at the Divisional Head-
quarters (DHQ) Hospital
to provide quality treat-
ment in line with interna-
tional standards.

He expressed these
views during a detailed visit
to the DHQ Hospital in
Dera Murad Jamali, where
he was briefed by Medical
Sup erintend ent Dr
Habibullah Pindrani and
rep resentatives  of
Médecins Sans Frontières
(MSF) and the Children’s
Learning Foundation (CLF)
on ongoing and proposed
healthcare projects.

During the briefing, Dr
Pindrani informed the
deputy commissioner that
three hospital buildings had
been earmarked for the
imp lementation of the
projects.

Modern medical technology
essential for quality

healthcare, DC Barkhan
Independent Report

BARKHAN: Deputy
Commissioner Saeed ur
Rehman Kakar on Friday
said the adoption of mod-
ern medical technology was
vital for improving the qual-
ity of healthcare services,
reaffirming the district
administration’s commit-
ment to providing timely,
accurate and reliable diag-
nostic facilities to the pub-
lic.

He expressed these
views while inaugurating a
GeneXpert diagnostic ma-
chine at the Basic Health
Unit (BHU) Rakhni under

the public welfare vision of
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti.

The inauguration cer-
emony was attended by
District Health Officer Dr
Mujeeb ur Rehman Bugti,
PPHI District Manager
Ghulam Rasool Khetran,
doctors, paramedical staff
and other officials.

Following the inaugu-
ration, the deputy commis-
sioner inspected the labo-
ratory and received a de-
tailed briefing on the
machine’s technical fea-
tures and diagnostic capa-
bilities.
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Barren reforms
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s
assertion that agriculture and
livestock hold the key to
Pakistan’s quick economic
revival is spot-on. The sector
contributes almost a quarter of
GDP, employs well over a third
of the labour force and remains
the largest source of livelihoods.
Livestock alone accounts for
more than 60pc of agriculture’s
value addition, while Pakistan
ranks among the world’s largest
milk producers, and possesses
considerable untapped potential
in both milk and meat exports.
Few sectors offer comparable
opportunities to generate
growth, reduce poverty, improve
food security and earn foreign
exchange simultaneously. But
the PM’s declaration that the
economy can be revived within a
year through agriculture
highlights the gap between
ambition and policy execution.
The agricultural crisis has never
been about the absence of
potential. It is the consequence
of decades of policy neglect and
inconsistency, institutional decay
and distorted incentives. While
successive governments have
acknowledged the sector’s
importance, budgetary
allocations, research spending,
extension services, water
management, market reforms
and investment priorities have
not reflected that recognition.
The current year’s federal and
provincial budgets are no
exception. Despite repeated
references to economic
transformation, agriculture
barely figures in official priorities.
This contradiction is becoming
increasingly costly. Pakistan now
imports billions of dollars’ worth
of food and raw materials for its
textile and clothing industry, and
its food exports have weakened
over time. This is eroding
precious foreign exchange at a
time when the economy remains
dependent on external financing.
Rising production costs,
unpredictable pricing, market
manipulation, inadequate
storage and weak value chains
continue to undermine farmers’
incomes. Farmers are expected
to increase production while
bearing risks that neither
markets nor public pol icy
adequately mitigate.

Mr Sharif’s emphasis on
technology, AI, disease control
and value addition must be
lauded. Yet technology cannot
compensate for dysfunctional
policy. Farmers will not invest
simply because AI is introduced
into agriculture if fertilisers
remain expensive, energy costs
continue to rise, water becomes
increasingly scarce and markets
fail to offer remunerative prices.
With industry struggling and
exports stagnating, agriculture
remains one of the few sectors
capable of driving inclusive
growth. But this demands actual
reforms.  It requires
strengthening research,
developing indigenous vaccines,
improving traceability systems,
correcting market distortions,
expanding rural credit, investing
in climate resilience, enhancing
irrigation efficiency and creating
incentives for private investment
across agricultural value chains.
Every government promises to
transform agriculture; few are
willing to undertake the reforms
needed to achieve that aim.
Declarations that agriculture can
revive the economy will remain
aspirational so long as the
authorities continue to avoid
policy reforms.

Making one’s way
Faisal Bari

A Student who recently
graduated with a degree
in English li teratu re
visited me a few weeks
back for a discussion on
the career  paths and
choices that were open
to her. She enjoyed her
u n d e r g r a d u a t e
experience a lot as she
loved reading and
studying literature, but
was now unsure
whether she possessed
the skills to be ‘market
ready’. She did not want
to go on to graduate
studies in literature. She
wanted to write but to
keep it on the side. She
wanted to discuss the
possibility of taking up
a job in the development
and corporate sector
with her  knowledge
base. The student was
articulate, and clearly
had very sound
analytical and reflective
thinking skil ls. Her
communication skills
were excellent, and her
writing ability, evident
from what she
ment ioned in her
resumé, were quite good
as well. She had taken
the time to reflect deeply
on what she had read
and learned during her
f o u r - y e a r
u n d e r g r a d u a t e
experience, and this was
reflected in her

personality.
I told her  that

al though she didn’t
possess some o f the
‘job-ready’ skills that
employers might desire,
any discerning
company would be able
to see her potential and
st rengths, and this
would make her a good
candidate. In fact, within
a few weeks, she
received a decent job
offer  and joined the
‘young professional’
cadre of a company.

Come graduation
time and a lot of young
people start applying to
the job market. As an
academic, I get a lot of
students visi ting me
during the April-August
window to discuss their
future plans and current
options. A sluggish
economy and changing
job scenario around the
world have set the
context for discussions
and many students
want to know whether
they can land decent
opportunities, or what
they should do, beyond
graduation, to be able to
get good jobs or
admission to a Master’s
programme.

The subject
studied at the
undergraduate level
does matter. It is not
possible to enter the
engineering field if one

has studied humanities
or social sciences. But
subject-specific jobs
make up only a small part
of  the employment
market.

It is mostly possible
for people to study a
subject  no t direct ly
related to the industry
where they are able to
secure a job. Most jobs
in the corporate sector
are accessible even if
one has studied social
sciences. Of course, a
degree in management
can give the new
graduate a head start and
enable him or her to
signal an interest in
specific areas, but it does
not exclude others from
consideration.

Mo re than
specialisat ion at the
undergraduate level, it is
the quality of learning
that  determines how
ready a candidate is for
the job market. What
does quality of learning
mean? Here are some
facto rs that matter.
Language ski lls are
needed in almost any job
in any sector. It is an
advantage to have
invested in the ability to
speak, read and write
well in two o r three
languages. The ability to
communicate well —
orally and in written form
— is very important for
most jobs. A candidate’s

st rength is judged
through samples of their
writ ten work and
perfo rmance in
interviews.

Analytical and
critical thinking is
essential for competitive
candidates. Most jobs
require the use of
judgement, which is
based on critical and
analytical  thinking.
Good articulation and
the abi lity to think
deeply about ideas and
— crucially — navigate
novel situations, make
the individual a strong
candidate for most jobs
now and in the future.
Sadly, thinking skills are
not as common as one
might imagine. Far too
many undergraduate
programmes rely on rote
learning.

They do not teach
students to ref lect
critically. Students end
up not developing the
ability needed to be able
to  think deeply and
careful ly. However,
those who have the
abil ity, possess an
advantage. AI has made
deep inroads into job
markets. In this situation,
well-developed skills and
abilities become even
more important. Tasks
requiring human
judgement, as opposed
to routine tasks, will give
an edge to those whose

powers of discernment
have been honed by
critical and analytical
thinking. Some level of
comfort with data and
numbers is needed in
most  jobs. Rigorous
u n d e r g r a d u a t e
programmes tend to
have st rong co re
requirements that allow
students sufficient
exposure to areas other
than thei r subject of
study. If used wel l,
irrespect ive of one’s
majo r in the social
sciences or humanities,
a decent understanding
of the basics of
mathemat ics and
statist ics can be
developed.

Unde rg ra du at es
should definitely be very
comfortable with the use
of computers and have
the confidence that they
can learn new software
and skills on their own
too. Well-structured
u n d e r g r a d u a t e
programmes can
contribute significantly
in this respect. One need
no t be an expert in
programming or  a
particular software or
even in the use of AI, as
of now, but familiarity
with computers and their
usage for writing and
data analysi s is
becoming increasingly
necessary.

Too many students

worry about whether
they are choosing the
right subject to study at
the undergraduate level
or whether their choice,
four years ago, was a
good one.

Yes, for some jobs
and sectors, the choice
of subject is necessary,
but for many jobs even
more than the subject
studied it  i s o ther
abilities and skills that
matter.

Language and
communication skills
will always be important,
as will be skills related
to data analysis and the
use of computers. At the
end, it is strong critical
thinking and analytical
skills, well-developed
argumentative skills, and
being a reflective self-
learner that are most
crucial. If students can
develop these skills
during their
undergraduate years,
they will find promising
prospects in any job
market. But, given the
emphasis on imparting
specific skills through
rote learning and
unthinking repetition in
most undergraduate
programmes across the
country, developing
sound analytical skills
and the ability to think
deeply about specific
problems is not an easy
task.

Strategic sanity Pakistan’s Ground Zero
Khurram Abbas

The Stockho lm
International Peace
Research Institute has
published its Yearbook
2026. SIPRI assesses
that India has now
operationally deployed
12 out of 190 nuclear
warheads on a single
n u c l e a r - p o w e r e d
ballist ic missi le
submarine conducting
deterrence patrols. This
is a major strategic shift:
for decades, New Delhi
had stored its warheads
and delivery systems
separately, a deliberate
posture designed to
prevent accidental use.
This shif t in nuclear
posture will have far-
reaching implications for
st rategic stabili ty in
South Asia.

While Pakistan’s
Foreign Office has
shown no surprise over
the development,
st rategic thinkers in
Islamabad have focused
on certain issues. First,
the shift in India’s
nuclear  posture has
raised concerns about
New Delhi’s declared
no-fi rst u se po licy.
Indian Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh publicly
cast doubts on India’s
long-standing nuclear
NFU policy during an
August 2019 visit to
Pokhran. This aligns
with the BJP’s 2014
election manifesto that
promised to “study in
detail India’s nuclear
doctrine, and revise and
update i t, to  make it
relevant to challenges of
current times”. Hence,
India’s actions suggest
a profound shift from
NFU to ‘st rategic
ambigui ty’ in New
Delhi’s nuclear policy.

Second, while the
number o f deployed
nuclear warheads may
vary, India’s strategic
postu re shows
aggressive intent. Since
2016, ties between India
and Pakistan have been
viewed largely through
the lens o f crisis
escalation and political
tensions. In the absence
of structural dialogue,
this altered strategic
posture of New Delhi has
understandably set off
alarm bells in Islamabad.

Third, the
development has
compressed the crisis
response window.
Already, South Asia is
witnessing accelerated
crisis response due to
AI-enabled command
systems. New Delhi’s
sea-based nuclear
deterrence, wi th
operational nuclear
warheads can further
increase the risk of
m i s c a l c u l a t i o n ,
accidental escalation
and perhaps forced pre-

emption in a nuclearised
environment. Moreover,
the primary challenge of
deploying nuclear
weapons at sea relates
to  the problem of
command and control.
Delegating authority to
a submarine commander
at sea could lead to the
risk of unauthorised or
accidental use.

Similarly, India’s
strategic thinkers are
largely referring to their
country’s sea-based
nuclear posture to deter
Chinese threats.
However, this argument
stands in contrast to the
current  geopo li tical
environment and
trajectory of Sino-India
ties. Sino-India ties
have improved
significantly since the
Modi-Xi Kazan summit
in 2024. The two sides
have signed a landmark
border patrol agreement
and improved bilateral
trade of over $150 billion
in 2026. On the contrary,
India-Pakistan relations
are going through the
worst phase of  their
history in view of the
absence of direct trade,
a downgraded
diplomatic presence in
each other’s capitals,
frequent armed
hostilities and people-
t o - p e o p l e
d i s e n g a g e m e n t .
Islamabad believes that
New Delhi is using
China to please the
West in the context of
the US-China
competit ion at the
global level. Moreover,
India has not publicly
announced a bifurcated
or separate deterrence
posture or command-
and-control framework
for China and Pakistan.
In fact,  Islamabad
believes that  the
operational deployment
of New Delhi’s nuclear
warheads is meant to
circumvent Pakistan’s
fu ll spectrum
deterrence. New Delhi,
through these
measures, is primarily
challenging Pakistan’s
traditional deterrence
policy.

A l t h o u g h
Islamabad does not
want to get drawn into
another arms race, the
altered strategic realities
will likely compel it to
take several
p r e c a u t i o n a r y
diplomatic and security
measures, which may
risk another arms surge
in the region.
Mor-eover, one of the
more worrisome factors
is that New Delhi’s sea-
based nuclear capability
coupled wi th
operational nuclear
warheads might
incentivise Indian
policymakers to engage
in more frequent low-

level crises or coercive
diplomacy at  the
conventional level
because of New Delhi’s
confidence in ‘assured
second-strike’ capability.

From Pakistan’s
perspective, the
international community
has no t taken serious
no te of this shi ft in
India’s strategic posture.
This is why, if  the
situation worsens and
the pressure increases,
Islamabad may see no
option but  to  deploy
nuclear warheads across
its entire vector to deter
India’s aggressive
st rategic posture.
Similarly, the operational
asymmetry will become
more visible in the naval
domain between
Islamabad and New
Delhi. Keeping in view
the huge cost of naval
n u c l e a r i s a t i o n ,
Islamabad will l ikely
broaden and deepen its
naval cooperation with
likeminded friendly
countries to fil l the
operational asymmetrical
gap. Moreover, emerging
technologies and semi-
autonomous weapons
systems have fu rther
given Isla-mabad
options to improve its
naval capabilities.

In this hosti le
environment, the best,
most practical option for
both sides remains the
resumption of dialogue
and ensuring stringent
implementation of
nuclear-related CBMs to
minimise concerns
related to the
misinterpretation of
intentions. Renewed
dialogue between India
and Pakistan on nuclear-
related CBMs can help
clarify intentions and
reduce the chance of
accidental or inadvertent
escalat ion. The last
round of dialogue related
to  convent ional  and
nuclear-related CBMs
between India and
Pakistan was held in
2012. While there is
significant appetite in
Islamabad to  engage
with New Delhi for
meaningful dialogue on
all outstanding issues
and ensure smooth
implementation of
nuclear-related CBMs,
the BJP-led NDA
government’s policy of
no structural dialogue
with Pakistan remains a
major stumbling block.
From 2016 to 2026, two
main trends can
summarise Pakistan-
India ties. First, the two
sides have been
witnessing an era of
eroding bilateralism,
where already settled
issues such as the Indus
Waters Treaty have
become victims of
political tensions and
right-wing populism.

Ali Tauqeer Sheikh

Gilgi t-Bal tistan has
emerged as Pakistan’s
climate ground zero. For
decades, the country’s
climate emergency was
narrated from i ts
floodplains: Sindh’s
submerged vi llages,
Punjab’s swollen
tributaries, the 2010 and
2022 disasters. These
were the consequences
of a deeper story. The
origin has abrupt ly
moved upstream. GB is
no  longer the water
tower that occasionally
leaks. It is where the
Indus syst em’s first
disasters now begin, not
where they arrive.

Heatwaves once
confined to Sindh’s
ci ties and Punjab’s
plains now reach the
Upper Indus Basin
(UIB). In June 2026
alone, the Met Office
issued its second Glof
(glacial lake outburst
flood) alert of the month,
warning that sustained
high temperatu res
across GB and KP were
accelerating glacier and
snowfield melt to the
point that existing lakes
were expanding and
new ones forming in
real time.

This follows a
pattern of near-annual
escalation: in August
2025, a Glof from the
Shishper glacier tore
through Hassanabad
Nullah in Hunza,
severing the Karakoram
Highway, in the highest-
volume event since 2018.
Each year now sets its
own benchmark.

Underneath the
visible flooding sits a
less visible mechanism.
Central Karakoram’s
glaciers are not simply
shrinking the way the
Himalayan glaciers to
their east are; some have
been stable or even
advancing since 1990 —
a documented anomaly.

But stability at the
surface has not meant
stabi lity underneath.
Meltwater  cu ts
channels through the ice
itself, moving downward
by gravity, forming
englacial tunnels that
destabilise glaciers from
within even where their
ou tward mass looks
intact.

That is why river
discharge from central
Karakoram basins rose
through 1985-2010 even
as the glaciers appeared,
by satel lite, to  ho ld
steady. The lakes are the
visible symptom; the
tunnels are the
mechanism; community
displacement  is the
resu lt.  Pakistan
currently counts 3,044
glacial lakes, with some
36 formally classified as
hazardous and likely to

affect over 7.1 million
people.

Precipi tation is
changing structurally, in
step with temperatures.
Snow consolidates into
firn, and firn into ice, a
process called
firnification, but now
there’s less time for the
process: more runs off
as meltwater first, so the
basin draws down its
snowpack faster than it
replenishes. High-
alti tude western UIB
stations like Shendure,
Yasin, Ziarat , Rattu,
Chilas and Shigar, show
a statistically significant
rise in monsoon
precipi tation at
elevation.

Cl imate models
project the monsoon
extending north and
northwest into the UIB,
with a rising share of the
basin’s precipitation
falling as rain rather than
snow. The monsoon,
once a lowland event
arriving after the high-
altitude melt season had
run i ts course, is
beginning to overlap it.
Rain on an al ready
melt ing snowpack
accelerates run-off.

The consequence
is a flood regime that no
longer respects
Pakistan’s disaster-
response calendar or its
fourth national flood
protection plan (2018-
2028). Glofs and
monsoon floods, once
sequential ri sks with
distinct seasons and
targets, are becoming
concurrent and
compounding, a
different planning
problem entirely.

Debris and
mudslides change the
underlying ecology in
ways ordinary flooding
does not: a riverine flood
leaves silt, while a flow
carrying boulders and
glacial  ti ll  causes
irreversible loss and
damage to the
ecosystem. Buner and
Lower Dir showed this
in August 2025, when
flash f loods carried
boulders f lattening
neighbourhoods and
leaving su rvivors
standing on rubble that
used to be farmland.

There is ‘non-
economic loss and
damage’, the central
pillar of the global loss
and damage discourse. It
shows up in the erosion
of proud local heritage
of grafting glaciers. GB
is home to more than 50
languages and dialects,
including Domaaki and
Wakhi , classi fied by
Unesco as cri tical ly
endangered, and
Burushaski, a language
spoken nowhere else on
earth. These su rvive
orally, in valleys now
being depopulated by

flood damage and
outmigration, so every
displaced househo ld
moves further from the
people who still speak
the language at home.

The same is true of
the region’s
archaeological record:
more than 50 ,000
petroglyphs, some
dating to 5,000 BC, line
the Karakoram Highway
corridor between Hunza
and Shatial, carved by
the traders and pilgrims
who passed through GB
on the Silk Route. The
2022 floods destroyed a
significant share of the
inscribed rock surfaces
at the Thalpan site near
Chilas. What remains is
no t protected by any
Unesco l ist ing. It is
protected by distance
and isolation, both of
which are now being
removed.

GB is not the first
place in the Himalayan
region to witness this
kind o f disaster, and
need not  build i ts
response method from
scratch. On June 15,
2021, a glacial lake called
Pemdan in Nepal
breached in the
Melamchi-Indrawat i
watershed north of
Kathmandu. The breach
destabilised a landslide
dam downstream; the
combined debris flow,
over 10 metres deep in
places, displaced
hundreds of people and
severed the water supply
serving much of
Kathmandu.

Research at
ICIMOD has argued that
no single hazard model
would have caught it:
reconstructing the event
required integrating
satel lite data,
h y d r o d y n a m i c
modelling, and machine
learning to trace how the
outburst, the dam failure
and the rainfall
interacted.

In GB’s case, a
compound hazard is two
risks overlapping in time
— monsoon rainfall
coinciding with the melt
season. A cascading
hazard triggers the next
in sequence: a heatwave
leading to Glof and then
debris f low, which
causes displacement,
ou tward migration,
eroded livelihoods and a
shortened tou rism
season central to GB’s
cash economy.
Melamchi was both at
once, and so is GB now.

R e s p o n s e
infrast ructure is
becoming maladaptive:
250 engineering
structures and 284 early
warning systems
installed across GB and
KP since 2017, built
against a threat  that
arrived in one form at a
time.



Page
05

Saturday  July  18,  2026
Quetta

Mayor Karachi, Murtaza Wahab inaugurates new
emergency station of Sindh integrated emergency
and health services 1122 at Orangi Town, Karachi.

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah presides over a meet-
ing at the CM House to review the progress of the Solar Home System Project.

Fire breaks out in Karachi’s 4K Nazimabad area
due to short circuit, engulfing ambulance in flames.

LAHORE: Governor Punjab Sardar Saleem Haider Khan in a group photo
with delegation of lawyers led by President of the Mianwali Bar Association,
Amir Aslam Khan at the Governor House.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab Health Minister Khawaja Salman Rafique chairs
40th meeting of Punjab Human Organ Transplantation Authority (PHOTA).

PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim Kundi addressing a grand jirga convened
by the provincial government at the Chief Minister’s House against the federal government’s tax
imposition in the erstwhile FATA and PATA.

CM reviews SHS project,
directs expediting distribution

to 275,000 poor households

Governor joins CM’s jirga, backs KP govt
stance against erstwhile FATA, PATA taxes
PESHAWAR (APP): Gov-
ernor Khyb er
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi on Friday reaffirmed
his support for the provin-
cial government on all mat-
ters relat ing to the
province’s rights and inter-
ests, saying political con-
sensus on provincial issues
would be built before tak-
ing up the matters with the
federal government.

Addressing a grand
jirga convened by the pro-
vincial government at the
Chief Minister’s House
agains t the federal
government’s tax imposi-
tion in the erstwhile FATA

and PATA, the Governor
said all political stakehold-
ers must remain united to
safeguard the constitu-
tional, financial and eco-
nomic rights of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

The jirga was at-
tended by Chief Minister
Muhammad Sohail Afridi,
leaders of the Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP ),
Awami National Party
(ANP), Jamiat Ulema-e-Is-
lam-Fazl (JUI-F), Pakistan
Muslim League (PML),
Jamaat-e-Islami, and repre-
sentatives of the business
community.

Governor Kundi wel-

comed the holding of the all-
parties gathering on the tax
issue and thanked the pro-
vincial government for
bringing together political
parties on a common plat-
form. He said p olit ics
should not overshadow the
province’s larger interests,
adding that unity and a joint
strategy were essential for
securing KP’s legitimate
rights. Referring to previ-
ous instances of political
consensus on issues such as
CNG and wheat, the Gov-
ernor said the government
and opposition were once
again on the same page to
protect the province’s con-

stitutional, financial and
economic interests.

He said representa-
tives of all political parties
had adopted a unanimous
stance on provincial issues
and would present a strong
case before the federation.
Governor Kundi also said
the federal government’s
commitment to provide
Rs100 billion annually for
the development of the
erstwhile FATA had yet to
be fulfilled. He further de-
manded that traders from
the merged tribal districts
be provided the same facili-
ties and business incentives
as those available to traders.

‘Apni Chhat, Mahfuz Chhat’
project launched in the name
of Kahna martyred children

KP CM abolishes all
taxes imposed in merged

districts, Malakand Division

Lawyers played key role in
strengthening democracy,

restoring the judiciary
PHOTA approves transplant
licences for three hospitals,

plans paperless system

Punjab introducing transformative
reforms in education, healthcare,

transport: Minister Azma

KP Health Minister
announces 1,000-bed

mega hospital for Kohat

Labour dept expands
education opportunities

for workers’ children

Karachi builder receives
Rs50m extortion demand

Aleem condemns
attack on Sardar
Tanveer Ilyas’s
election convoy

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
President of the Istehkam-
e-P akis tan Party (IPP)
Abdul Aleem Khan has ve-
hemently condemned the
armed attack on the election
convoy of IPP Azad Kash-
mir President, Sard ar
Tanveer Ilyas.

According to reports,
miscreants associated with
the Ac tion Committee
opened fire on the election
convoy at Tain Dalkot in
Azad Kashmir, said a press
release issued on Friday.

Expressing deep grief
and sorrow over the inci-
dent, Abdul Aleem Khan
extended his heartfelt con-
dolences on the martyrdom
of a security guard who lost
his life in the line of duty
during the firing. He also
expressed intense concern
for former advisor Sardar
Imtiaz Shaheen and another
security guard who sus-
tained injuries during the
attack. “This attack by ma-
licious elements is an ex-
tremely cowardly ac t,”
stated the IPP President.
“There is absolutely no
room for violence in demo-
cratic politics.”

Maryam lauds
successful
operation
against

terrorists
LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minis ter Maryam
Nawaz Sharif on Friday
expressed gratitude over the
successful security opera-
tion against terrorists in
Bannu and congratulated
the security forces on the
achievement.

The chief minis ter
commended the profession-
alism and operational capa-
bilities o f the security
forces, saying they deserve
appreciation for eliminating
24 terrorists during the op-
eration.

She paid tribute to the
personnel for their courage,
dedication and unwavering
commitment to safeguard-
ing the country and main-
taining peace.

Six killed, 1,726
injured in 1,490
road accidents
across Punjab

LAHORE (APP): At least
six people were killed and
1,726 others injured  in
1,490 road traffic accidents
reported across Punjab dur-
ing the last 24 hours, ac-
cording to the Emergency
Services Department (Res-
cue 1122).

A spokesperson said
emergency teams re-
sponded to road accidents
in all 37 districts of the
province. Of the total in-
jured, 731 with serious in-
juries were shifted to hos-
pitals, while 995 victims
with minor injuries were
provided first aid at the
scene by rescue medical
teams.

According to the data,
the victims included 1,037
drivers, 70 underage driv-
ers, 145 pedestrians and 550
passengers.

Lahore recorded the
highest number of road traf-
fic ac cidents, with 289
crashes  affecting 357
people, fo llo wed by
Multan with 100 accidents
involving 106 victims.

PESHAWAR (INP ):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Muhammad
Sohail Afridi on Friday an-
nounced the abolition of all
provincial taxes imposed in
the merged districts (erst-
while FATA) and Malakand
Division.

The anno uncement
was made during a consul-
tative meeting on the taxa-
tion issue held at the Chief
Minister’s Hous e. T he
meeting, chaired by the
chief minister, was attended
by political leaders, repre-
sentatives of the business
community and members
of civil society.

The move comes amid
growing opposition to the
implementation of taxes in
the merged districts and the
Provincially Administered
Tr ibal Areas (PATA),
where traders and residents
have expressed concerns
over their potential eco-
nomic impact.

Speaking on the issue,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa In-
formation Minister Shafi
Jan said the federal
government’s decision to
impose taxes had created
serious concern among the
people and business com-
munity in the merged dis-
tricts and Malakand Divi-
sion.

He said the federal
government had failed to
provide the merged districts
with funds promised under
the National Finance Com-
mission (NFC) Award.

“Although the merged
districts have been admin-
istratively integrated into
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
their financial integration
remains incomplete,” the
minister said.

Shafi Jan added that
the province had not re-
ceived its rightful share un-
der the NFC Award, affect-
ing development projects
and public welfare initia-
tives in the region.

He urged the federal
government to take imme-
diate measures to address
the longstanding grievances
of the people in the merged
districts, noting that com-
munities affected by years
of terrorism continue to face
significant economic and
social challenges.

The chief minister’s
announcement follo ws
similar concerns raised by
Governor Faisal Karim
Kundi, who on Thursday
opposed the newly im-
posed taxes in the erstwhile
FATA and PATA, saying he
stood with the people of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
against what he described
as “unjust taxes.”

The go vernor had
called on the provincial gov-
ernment to withdraw taxes
falling within its jurisdic-
tion and urged both the fed-
eral and provincial govern-
ments to adopt a coordi-
nated strategy to protect
the interests of traders and
residents of the affected
areas.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minis ter Maryam
Nawaz has named the
“Apni Chhat, Mahfuz
Chhat” project after the
martyred children of Kahna
tragedy and launched the
digital portal of the project.

On this occasion, she
also announced a significant
reduction in loan install-
ments to provide safe hous-
ing to the citizens.

The Chief  Minister
directed that the monthly
installment of interest-free
loan of Rs 500,000 under
the scheme should be fixed
at around Rs 4,700 instead
of Rs 14,000, while the
monthly installment of citi-
zens getting a loan of up to
Rs 1 million has been fixed

at Rs 9,300.
Under this scheme,

citizens will be able to get
interest-free loans to secure
weak roofs of their houses,
build an additional room or
build a second floor.

 T he loan of Rs
500,000 will be repaid in
monthly installments of
around Rs 4,700 over a pe-
riod of nine years.

Provincial Minister
for Housing Bilal Yasin and
Secretary Housing Noorul
Amin Mengal gave a brief-
ing regarding the project,
while the Chief Minister
appreciated the efforts of
the entire team in prepar-
ing the project.

Speaking at the cer-
emony, Maryam Nawaz

said that a house is not just
a structure of bricks and
stones but a symbol of se-
curity, peace and family
safety. She said that chil-
dren feel safe with their
mother in their home and a
safe home provides confi-
dence and satisfaction to
every person.

Describing the Kahna
tragedy as a very heartbreak-
ing incident, the Chief Min-
ister said that 14 innocent
children lost their lives due
to the collapse of the roof
during construction, the
pain of which she still feels
today. She said that after
this tragedy, she could not
sleep the whole night and
felt the grief of the affected
mother closely.KARACHI (APP): Sindh

Chief Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah directed the En-
ergy Department to further
accelerate the distribution
and installation of Solar
Home System (SHS) kits
across the province, reaf-
firming his government’s
commitment to providing
clean, affordable and sus-
tainable energy to low-in-
come households.

Presiding over a re-
view meeting at the CM
House on Friday on the
progress of the Rs18.206
billion Solar Home System
Project, the chief minister
said that the initiative,
launched on the directives
of Pakistan Peoples Party
Chairman, aims to provide
free solar-powered electric-
ity solutions to 275,000

deserving hous eholds
across Sindh, including
both off-grid and protected
on-grid consumers.

The meeting was at-
tended by Senior Minister
Sharjeel Inam Memon, Prin-
cipal Secretary to the Chief
Minister Agha Wasif, Sec-
retary Energy Shuhab
Ansari, Project Director
Dadlo Zuhrani and other
senior officials.

The chief minis ter
was given a detailed brief-
ing on project implementa-
tion, beneficiary selection,
district-wise distribution,
installation progress and
the expected socio-eco-
nomic b enefits  of the
programme. The Energy
Department is implement-
ing the “Solar Home Sys-
tem for Poor Families (Off-

Grid/On-Grid)” p roject
through the Annual Devel-
opment Programme (ADP)
at a total cost of Rs18.206
billion. Under the project,
each beneficiary household
receives a complete Solar
Ho me S ystem p ackage
comprising a 180-watt so-
lar panel, central control
unit (CCU) with a 30Ah
Lithium Iron Phosphate
(LiFePO4) battery, charge
controller and mobile charg-
ing facility, a 25-watt DC
pedestal fan and three 5-
watt LED lights

The project will ben-
efit 275,000 households,
including 132,000 families
in off-grid  areas and
143,000 protected electric-
ity consumers in on-grid
areas across all districts.

LAHORE (APP ): T he
Punjab Human Organ
Transplantation Authority
(PHOTA) on Friday ap-
proved renal transplanta-
tion licences for Multan
Institute of Kidney Dis-
eases and Saleem Memorial
Hospital Lahore, while Pa-
kistan Kidney and Liver
Ins titu te and Research
Center (PKLI&RC),
Lahore, was granted per-
miss ion to perform pan-
creas transplantation for
the next three years.

The approvals were
granted during the 40th
meeting of the PHOTA
Mo nito ring Authority
chaired  by Provincial
Health Minister Khawaja
Salman Rafique. The meet-
ing endorsed the recom-
mendations of the Executive

Committee after inspec-
tions of the respective hos-
pitals.

Director General
PHOTA Pro f. Dr.
Muhammad Aamir Zaman
Khan presented various
agenda items for approval.
The meeting approved the
minutes of the 39th Moni-
toring Authority meeting
and reviewed the imple-
mentation report of its de-
cisions. Members also ap-
proved the revised budget
estimates for the financial
year 2025-26 and the bud-
get estimates for 2026-27.

The meeting also con-
sidered several proposals to
transform PHOTA into a
paperless organization and
approved the purchase of
premises for the authority’s
head office.

Independent Report
LAHORE: Go vernor
Punjab  Sardar Saleem
Haider Khan said that the
lawyers have played a key
role in strengthening he de-
mocracy and restoring the
judiciary. Chairman Paki-
stan Peoples’ Party, Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari has proven
his capabilities in a very
short time.

He expressed these
views while talking to the
President of the Mianwali
Bar Ass ociation, Amir
Aslam Khan, and the law-
yers of PLF Pakpattan at
the Governo r Ho use
Lahore. The President of
PLF Lahore Division, Mian
Shahid Abbas, was also
present in the meeting.

Punjab  Go vernor
Sardar Saleem Haider Khan
said that a peaceful society
can be created only by en-
suring the provision of jus-
tice to the people without
discrimination.

He said that the exem-
plary struggle of lawyers
for the stability of democ-
racy and the independence
of the judiciary in the coun-
try is part of history.

The Punjab Governor
said that the lawyers com-
munity and the PPP share
a close bond, which they
value.

He also appreciated
the unwavering dedication
of the PLF lawyers and said
that the services of PLF law-
yers in the promotion of the
independence of the judi-
ciary and democratic values
are commendable.

He said that the doors
of the Governor House are
always open for the law-
yers and will support them
in every difficulty. Gover-
nor of Punjab Sardar Saleem
Haider Khan further said
that Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto has exposed the
ugly face of India at the glo-
bal level.

PESHAWAR (APP ):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Minister for Labour Faisal
Khan Tarakai on Friday said
the provincial government
was taking practical steps
to expand educational op-
portunities for the children
of registered workers
through scholarships and
pro fess ional training
programmes.

He said the Labour
Department was sending
five students, children of
registered workers, to some
of the world’s leading uni-
versities for higher educa-
tion under the Labour De-

partment S cholarship
Programme. One of the se-
lected students belongs to
Nowshera district.

The minister said the
initiative reflected the
government’s commitment
to investing in human capi-
tal and ensuring that tal-
ented students from work-
ing-class families had ac-
cess to quality education at
internationally recognized
institutions. He said the
provincial government was
also focusing on preparing
the children of workers for
leadership roles in the pub-
lic sector.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Minister for Information
and Culture Azma Bokhari
on Friday said the provin-
cial government, under the
leadership of Chief Minis-
ter Maryam Nawaz Sharif,
was introducing historic
and transformative reforms
in the education, healthcare
and public transport sec-
tors to ensure that the ben-
efits  of d evelopment
reached every city and ev-
ery segment of s ociety
across Punjab.

She said the Punjab
government was investing
in the future of the youth
by providing laptop s,
scholarships and electric
bikes to students. She
added that the Nawaz Sharif
School of Eminence project

would usher in a new era of
academic excellence by pro-
moting quality education
and providing talented stu-
dents with world-class
learning opportunities.

Azma Bokhari said
significant progress had also
been made in the healthcare
sec tor, adding that the
Nawaz Sharif Cancer Hos-
pital in Lahore and the Car-
diology Ho spital in
Sargodha had been com-
pleted. She said patients at
go vernment hos pita ls
across Punjab were receiv-
ing free medicines and es-
sential diagnostic tests at no
cost, ensuring access to
quality healthcare for all
citizens. The minister said
the Punjab government was
expanding the network of

green electric buses from
district headquarters to
tehsil level to provide mod-
ern, safe and environmen-
tally friendly public trans-
port. She added that the air-
conditioned electric buses
had become a major source
of comfort and convenience
for commuters during the
ongoing summer heat.

Azma Bokhari said
Chief Minis ter Maryam
Nawaz Sharif had ensured
that government resources
and public services reached
every corner of Punjab. She
said that unlike the past,
when people had to visit
multiple government of-
fices for assistance, the
government was now deliv-
ering services at citizens’
doorsteps.

KARACHI (INP): Police
have registered a case after
unidentified gunmen
opened fire at a construc-
tion site in Karachi before
demanding Rs50 million in
extortion from a builder.

According to the First
Information Report (FIR),
the case was lodged at the
Manghopir Police Station
on the complaint of site in-
charge Hassan Nauman.

According to the com-
plainant, two s uspects
riding a motorcycle arrived
at the site while work was
in progress and opened fire.
The FIR states that the as-
sailants, who were dressed
in shalwar kameez, alleg-
edly fired with the inten-
tion of killing those present.

Despite the attack, the
security guard and other
staff at the site escaped
unharmed.

The complainant fur-
ther alleged that, following
the shooting, a call was re-
ceived from a foreign tele-
phone number demanding
Rs50 million in extortion.
The FIR further stated that
the caller claimed to be as-
sociated with the Lyari
Gang War’s  Samad
Kathiawari group and alleg-
edly threatened to kill the
builder if the demand was
not met.

Read more: ‘Respond
or We Will Shoot’: Extor-
tionists Regroup in Karachi
with Bold Threats to Trad-
ers

Police have launched
an investigation into the in-
cident and are working to
identify and apprehend
those responsible. The al-
legations contained in the
FIR are subject to investi-
gation.

KOHAT (APP): Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Minis-
ter fo r Health Mian
Khaliqur Rahman has an-
nounced that the provincial
government is taking con-
crete steps to modernize the
healthcare sector in the
Kohat Division, including
the establishment o f a
1,000-bed mega hospital.

Presiding over a divi-
sional health review meet-
ing at the Commissioner’s
Office, the Health Minis-
ter stated that the site for
the proposed mega hospi-
tal would be finalized soon
in consultation with elected
public representatives. The
facility is expected to serve
as a milestone in providing
modern medical services to
residents of the Kohat Di-

vision and neighboring dis-
tricts.

Furthermore, the min-
ister announced the official
approval for the installation
of an MRI machine, a CT
scan machine, and a cardiac
catheterization (Cath) lab at
the District Headquarters
(DHQ) Hospital, Kohat.

The meeting was at-
tended by KP Minister for
Information Shafi Jan,
DEDAC Chairman and
Member of Provincial As-
sembly (MPA) Dawood
Shah Afridi, Commissioner
Ko hat Division Syed
Mohtasim Billah Shah,
Deputy Commis sioner
Kohat Muhammad Nawaz
Wazir, along with district
health officers, medical su-
perintendents.
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SARGODHA: Farmers manually transplant rice
seedlings in paddy fields during the sowing season.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator
Muhammad Aurangzeb, chairing a meeting of the Capital Market Develop-
ment Council (CMDC) at the Finance Division.

LAHORE: Federal Minister for Railways Muhammad Hanif Abbasi inaugu-
rated the restored Bulleh Shah Passenger Train at Lahore Railway Station.
After remaining suspended for nearly 15 years, the daily service resumed on
July 17, 2026, reconnecting Lahore, Kasur, and Pakpattan to improve re-
gional connectivity across Punjab.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for National Food Security and Research
Rana Tanveer Hussain meets with the Ambassador of the Kingdom of Sweden
to Pakistan, Alexandra Berg von Linde, to discuss strengthening bilateral
cooperation in agriculture, food security, livestock, research, innovation,
and sustainable development.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a review meeting regarding Ease of
Doing Business.

SBP injects
Rs 12.93trln

in market
KARACHI (APP): The
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) injec ted Rs
12,929.05 billion through
Reverse Repo Purchase and
Shariah Compliant
Mudarabah based Open
Market Operations
(OMO) on Friday to main-
tain liquidity in the market.

The central bank con-
ducted the Open Market
Operation, Reverse Repo
Purchase (Injection) for 7
and 14-day tenors on July
17, 2026, and injected Rs
12,505.85 billion against 41
bids while other Rs 423.2
billion were injected
through Shariah Compliant
Mudarabah based OMO.

The central bank, for
the Reverse Repo Purchase
of 14-day tenor, received
31 bids cumulatively offer-
ing Rs 12,623.35 billion at
the rate of return ranging
between 11.51 to 11.57%.
The SBP ac cep ted Rs
12,250 billion against 31
quotes at 11.51% rate of
return. The total amount
offered at 11.51% was Rs
5,538 billion, out of which
SBP accepted Rs 5,420.5
billion on a pro-rata basis.

Leghari reviews measures to
strengthen data governance

in power sector

Haroon Akhtar invites
Chinese companies for joint
innovation, manufacturing

PM directs for expediting implementation
of ease of doing business Act 2025

Finance minister calls for
accelerated implementation
of capital market reforms

Commerce Minister calls
for stronger Pakistan-Egypt
trade investment partnership

Hanif announces ambitious
expansion, modernisation

plan for Pakistan Railways

First RoRo vessel carrying
over 2,000 EVs berths at

Karachi Port, Junaid Anwar

Current Account Balance
records $139 million
deficit in FY26: SBP

Short-term inflation
rises by 1.40pc

Gold price
drops sharply
by Rs3,600

per tola
LAHORE (APP): The sig-
nificant drop in gold prices
in the global bullion market
also affected the local mar-
ket, where a major decline
was recorded in the prices
of both gold and silver.

The price of gold per
ounce in the international
market fell by $36 to
$3,994, after which a de-
cline in the prices of pre-
cious metals was also seen
in Pakistan.

In the local bullion
market, the price of gold per
tola fell by Rs3,600 to
Rs421,836, while the price
of 10 grams of gold fell by
Rs3,086 to Rs361,656.

PRA intensifies
province

wide business
registration

LAHORE (APP ): T he
Punjab Revenue Authority
(PRA) Friday accelerated
the imp lementation of
province-wide business
registration and Invoice
Monitoring System (IMS)
to strengthen tax compli-
ance and curb tax evasion.

The decision was
taken during a video-link
meeting chaired by PRA
Chairman Moazzam Iqbal
Sipra, which was attended
by commissioners and rel-
evant officers from all dis-
tricts of Punjab. During the
meeting, the commissioners
briefed the Chairman on the
progress of new business
registrations and enforce-
ment measures against non-
filers. A detailed review of
district-wise performance
and progress towards
monthly revenue targets
was also conducted.

PRA Chairman d i-
rected all officers to adopt
an effective strategy to en-
sure the timely and transpar-
ent filing of tax returns by
taxpayers. He emphasized
that the registration process
and tax collection from the
services sector should be
made more efficient.

Rupee gains
01 paisa
against
Dollar

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
The Rupee on Friday ap-
preciated b y 01 paisa
against the US Dollar in in-
terbank trading and closed
at Rs 277.96, compared to
the previous day’s closing
of Rs 277.97.

Ac cord ing to the
Forex Association of Paki-
stan (FAP), the buying and
selling rates of the dollar in
the open market were re-
corded at Rs 278.95 and Rs
279.15, respectively.

The price of the Euro
against the rupee decreased
by Rs 0.70 and closed at
Rs 317.98 from the previ-
ous day’s closing of Rs
318.68, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP).

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Federal Minister for Fi-
nance and Revenue, Sena-
to r Muhammad
Aurangzeb, chaired a meet-
ing of the Capital Market
Development Counc il
(CMDC) to review
progress on capital market
reforms, with particular fo-
cus on accelerating the de-
velopment of Pakistan’s
corporate debt market and
strengthening capital mar-
kets as an important source
of long-term financing for
the private sector.

According to press re-
lease issued by finance min-
istry, the meeting reviewed
the current state of
Pakistan’s capital markets,
with particular focus on
accelerating the develop-
ment of the corporate debt
market and broadening ac-
cess to diversified financ-
ing sources.

The finance minister
observed that while the eq-
uity market has demon-
strated encouraging
progress, the corporate
debt market continues to
remain underdeveloped
relative to the financing
needs of the economy.

Further efforts are re-
quired to deepen the debt
capital market, reduce reli-
ance on bank financing, pro-
mote diversified market-
based financing, and create

a more balanced and resil-
ient financial ecosystem
capable of meeting the
evolving financing needs of
the private sector, particu-
larly, the Small and Medium
Enterprises (SMEs).

The participants dis-
cussed the scope and terms
of reference (TORs) of a
detailed external study on
the develop ment of
Pakistan’s local currency-
linked bond market, which
is underway.

The study will en-
compass key reform priori-
ties across sovereign financ-
ing, non-bank financial in-
stitutions, primary dealer
arrangements, secondary
market development, mar-
ket infrastructure, develop-
ment of hedging and deriva-
tives markets, and the
broader capital market eco-
system.

The finance minister
emphasized that the study
should provide practical,
evidence-based recommen-
dations supported by inter-
national benchmarking to
guide future reforms.

The meeting also took
stock of findings from the
awareness and experience
surveys and stakeholder
consultations undertaken
by the Securities and Ex-
change Commission of Pa-
kistan (SECP) to assess the
challenges faced by the top-

100 listed companies in ac-
cessing the corporate debt
market in Pakistan.

Appreciating the ini-
tiatives already undertaken,
the minister highlighted the
need to expand engagement
beyond the largest listed
companies  to include a
broader segment of me-
dium-sized enterprises and
other growth-oriented busi-
nesses that could benefit
from capital market financ-
ing. Aurangzeb underscored
the need for dedicated in-
stitutional capacity to ac-
celerate debt market re-
forms and advised the
SECP and the Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX) to
establish dedicated Debt
Desks at the senior manage-
ment level with clearly de-
fined mandates, measurable
performance indicators,
and responsibility for driv-
ing implementation and re-
porting progress.

He also emphasized
the need to foster a more
competitive and efficient
capital market ecosystem
by encouraging greater in-
stitutional capacity and
competition among market
intermediaries and market
infrastructure providers,
with a view to improving
market efficiency, enhanc-
ing service quality, and re-
ducing transaction costs for
both issuers and investors.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Special Assistant to the
Prime Minister (SAPM) on
Industries and Production,
Haroon Akhtar Khan on
Friday invited Chinese
companies to not only in-
vest in Pakistan but also
innovate, manufacture and
grow together.

Addressing the Paki-
stan-China Pharmaceutical
and Healthcare Business-
to-Business (B2B) Invest-
ment Conference, Haroon
Akhtar said Pakistan envi-
sioned a new era of coop-
eration with China where
bo th c ountries  would
jointly advance science,
strengthen healthcare, cre-
ate opportunities and im-
prove the lives of millions
of people.

He said every great
nation was transformed by
leaders who refused to ac-
cep t the limits  of the
present and possessed the
courage to shape the future
by turning vision into ac-
tion and ambition into na-
tional progress.

Paying tribute to
Prime Minis ter
Muhammad S hehb az
Sharif, the SAPM said Pa-
kistan was fortunate to
have visionary leadership
that consistently encour-
aged institutions to think
bigger, move faster and
compete globally.

He said the prime min-

ister had made it clear that
Pakistan could not achieve
sustainable prosperity by
following outdated models
and must instead embrace
innovation, strengthen its
industrial base, invest in
science and technology, and
build partnerships capable
of unlocking the country’s
full potential.

Haroon Akhtar said
Pakistan was determined
not merely to participate in
the industries of the future
but to help shape them. He
ad ded that  the prime
minister’s recent visit to
China had opened a new
chapter in Pakistan-China
economic cooperation by
creating fresh opportunities
for investment, technology
transfer and industrial col-
laboration.

He said  the prime
minister’s emphasis on
implementation reflected
true leadership, adding that
success should be measured
not by the agreements
signed but by the transfor-
mation delivered.

Highlighting China’s
remarkable development,
Haroon Akhtar described
the country’s transforma-
tion as one of the defining
development stories of
modern times, driven by
visionary leadership, long-
term planning and relentless
innovation in pharmaceuti-
cals, biotechnology.

LAHORE (INP): Minister
for Railways Hanif Abbasi
on Friday announced an
ambitious expansion and
modernisation plan for Pa-
kistan Railways after inau-
gurating the restored Bulleh
Shah Passenger Train, say-
ing several new train ser-
vices, station upgrades and
infras truc ture projec ts
would be launched to im-
prove rail travel across the
country.

Addressing a media
briefing after the inaugura-
tion ceremony, the minis-
ter said the Bulleh Shah
Passenger Train had been
restored after remaining
suspended for 15 years de-
spite strong public demand.
He said Pakistan Railways
was steadily moving to-
wards progress and more
train services would be re-
stored as resources became

available. He announced
that the Ravi Express would
be relaunched later this
month, while preparations
were also underway to start
a Lahore-Wagah train ser-
vice. Hanif Abbasi said Pa-
kistan Railways would in-
duct 64 new passenger
coaches instead of the pre-
viously planned 32, while
43 GEU locomotives would
be overhauled and dedicated
to freight operations. He
expressed confidence that
the department’s perfor-
mance would improve by
at least 32 per cent.

The minister said
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif had
allocated Rs2 billion for the
upgradation of Lahore Rail-
way Station, while the
Punjab government would
also finance the Shahdara-
Raiwind railway project.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Federal Minister for Mari-
time Affairs Muhammad
Junaid Anwar Chaudhry on
Friday announced the ar-
rival of M.V. Grande Shang-
hai, carrying more than
2,000 elec tric vehicles
(EVs) in Pakistan’s first-
ever Ro ll-o n/Ro ll-o ff
(RoRo) shipment.

In a statement, the
minister said the 220-metre
RoRo vessel had success-
fully berthed at the Karachi
Gateway Terminal Multi-
purpos e Limited
(KGTML) terminal of
Karachi Port Trust (KPT),

describing the development
as a significant milestone for
Pakistan’s maritime and lo-
gistics sectors.

He said the vessel’s
arrival followed his ap-
proval of RoRo shipments
of electric vehicles during a
meeting of a committee on
maritime issues held last
month.

The minister said the
successful handling of the
vessel reflected the grow-
ing capability of port infra-
structure to accommodate
specialised cargo operations
in line with international
standards.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Federal Minister for En-
ergy (P ower Division)
Sardar Awais Ahmad Khan
Leghari on Friday directed
that meetings of the Data
Governance Council be held
on a regular basis to review
progress on key initiatives
and maintain implementa-
tion momentum.

Chairing the inaugural
meeting of the Pakistan’s
first-ever Public Sector Data
Governance Council, the
minister reviewed measures
to strengthen data gover-
nance and improve data
management across the
power sector.

During the meeting,
the minister was briefed on
the proposed institutional
structure of the Council.
He directed that the ap-
pointment of the Executive
Director be completed at
the earliest s o that the
Council can begin function-
ing at full capacity.

He further instructed
the formation of an Execu-
tive Working Committee to

support the implementa-
tion of the Council’s deci-
sions and monitor progress
on ongoing work.

The minister said reli-
able and integrated data was
indispensable for effective
dec ision-making in the
power sector, adding that
the Data Governance Coun-
cil will help to establish
uniform data standards and
improve data management
practices across the sector,
co ntributing to greater
transparency and account-
ability.

He added that better
use of data will improve the
performance of the power
sector, support more effi-
cient use of resources, and
strengthen planning and
decision-making.

The minister reaf-
firmed the government’s
commitment to promoting
digital governance and data-
driven decision-making,
saying these efforts will
help build a more efficient
and better-managed power
sector.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Prime Minis ter
Muhammad S hehb az
Sharif on Friday directed
the relevant authorities that
the implementation of the
government’s policy initia-
tives and the Ease of Doing
Business Act, 2025 be ex-
pedited.

Chairing a review meet-
ing regarding ease of doing
business, the prime minis-
ter instructed that third-
party validation by inter-
national organizations be
ensured to assess the effec-
tiveness and implementa-
tion of the ease of doing
business measures.

He said that fully uti-

lizing Pakistan’s vast po-
tential for both domestic
and foreign investment re-
mained one of the
government’s top priori-
ties.

He also directed that a
comprehensive report on
the implementation of ease
of doing business policy
measures be prepared and
submitted at the earliest.

The prime minister
appreciated the efforts of
the Ministry of Law and
Justice, the Special Invest-
ment Facilitation Council
(SIFC), the Board of Invest-
ment, the Minis try of
Commerce, the Ministry of
Industries and Production,

and all other relevant insti-
tutions for their work on
legislation and
policymaking to facilitate
business.

The meeting was
briefed on the progress
made in implementing the
reforms and on the future
course of action.

Participants were in-
formed that work had been
completed on 558 reforms
aimed at reducing regulatory
requirements, paperwork,
and approval procedures
for businesses. Of these, 71
policy measures have al-
ready been implemented,
while implementation of
272 measures is progress-

ing rapidly. The reforms are
being introduced across
various sectors in seven
phases.

 It was stated that
these measures are expected
to generate estimated sav-
ings of Rs468.7 billion for
the business community by
reducing compliance costs
associated with regulatory
requirements.

The meeting was fur-
ther informed that eliminat-
ing unnecessary and com-
plex paperwork and regu-
lations would help boost
exports, attract greater for-
eign direct investment, and
create new employment
opportunities.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Federal Minister for Com-
merce, Jam Kamal Khan on
Friday called for transform-
ing Pakistan-Egypt rela-
tions into a stronger eco-
nomic partnership based on
trade, investment, joint pro-
duction, technology coop-
eration and regional value
chains.

He was addressing a
reception held in Islamabad
to celebrate the National
Day of the Arab Republic
of Egypt, where he at-
tended as chief guest, said a
release issued here on Fri-
day.

The event was at-
tended by ambassadors,
high commissioners, senior
government officials, mem-
bers of the diplomatic corps
and other distinguished
guests.

Congratulat ing the
Government and people of
Egypt on their National
Day, Jam Kamal Khan said
Pakistan attached great im-
portance to its  relations
with Egypt, which remained
a key partner in the Arab
and Muslim world.

He appreciated
Egypt’s support in the
health sector, its construc-

tive role in promoting re-
gional peace and its coop-
eration in facilitating
Pakistan’s humanitarian as-
sistance to Gaza.

The Minister said Pa-
kistan and Egypt should
move beyond conventional
trade and view each other
as long-term strategic in-
vestment partners.

He noted that Egypt
offered a strong manufac-
turing and distribution base
for African, Arab and Medi-
terranean markets , while
Pakistan provided a major
production and investment
platform linked to South
Asia.

“Together, Pakistan
and Egypt can develop
joint value chains, create
employment opportunities,
strengthen industrial capac-
ity and expand exports,” he
said.

Jam Kamal Khan wel-
comed Egyptian invest-
ment in Pakistan’s power,
real estate, financial ser-
vices and telecommuni-
cations sectors, adding
that Pakistani companies
were also  inc reas ingly
exploring b usiness  and
investment opportunities
in Egypt.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
The Sensitive Price Indica-
tor (SPI)-based weekly in-
flation increased by 1.40
percent during the week
ended on July 16, 2026, for
the combined consumption
group, the Pakistan Bureau
of Statistics (PBS) reported
on Friday.

Ac cord ing to P BS
data, the SPI for the week
under review rose to 357.61
points from 352.66 points
recorded in the previous
week. On a year-on-year
basis, the SPI increased by
13.09 percent.

The weekly SPI, with
base year 2015-16=100,
covers 17 urban centres and
51 essential items for all ex-
penditure groups.

The SPI for the low-
est consumption group (up

to Rs 17,732) increased by
1.11 percent to 346.78
points from 342.98 points.

Likewise, the SPI for
consumption groups of Rs
17,733–22,888, Rs 22,889–
29,517, Rs 29,518–44,175
and above Rs 44,175 in-
creased by 1.18 percent,
1.17 percent, 1.28 percent
and 1.58 percent, respec-
tively.

During the week, out
of 51 items, prices of 27
items (52.94 percent) in-
creased, four items (7.84
percent) decreased, while
20 items (39.22 percent)
remained unchanged.

On a week-on-week
basis, the prices of toma-
toes witnessed the sharp-
est increase of 22.79 per-
cent, followed by chicken
14.66 percent.

KARACHI (AP P):
Pakistan’s External Current
Account Balance recorded
a deficit of US$ 139 million
during the fiscal year 2025-
26 compared to a surplus
of $1,838 million in the pre-
vious fiscal year 2024-25.

Current Account Bal-
ance (CAB) recorded a defi-
cit of $649 million in June
2026 compared to a surplus
of $500 million in May
2026, and a surplus of $220
million in June 2025, the
State Bank of Pakistan Fri-
day reported in the
monthly summary of Bal-
ance of Payments.

The cumulative bal-
ance in trade of goods dur-
ing July-June FY26 re-

corded a deficit of $ 33,623
million, according to the
provisional figures released
by the central bank, as com-
pared to $ 26,803 million
deficit in FY24-25.

The balance on Trade
in goods during June 2026
has recorded a deficit of $
3,552 million as compared
to a deficit of $ 3,283 mil-
lion in May 2026 and $
2,429 million in June 2025,
the data depicted.

Balance on trade in
services during July-June
FY26 has recorded a deficit
of $ 1,891 million as com-
pared to $ 2,836 million
deficit of July-June FY25,
the data shown, however in
June 2026 services’.
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Police respond near the scene of a shooting in Nørresundby, in the North
Jutland region in northern Denmark.

Boris Nadezhdin, an anti-war Russian politician, appears in court in
Dolgoprudny, Moscow region, Russia.

Ugandan Red Cross shows injured children being
brought in a pick-up truck to hospital after a school
bus crashed in the Kapchorwa District in eastern
Uganda.

Rescue workers search for survivors at the site of a landslide along Wujiang
river in Pengshui Miao and Tujia Autonomous County, Chongqing, China.

US says it destroyed
IRGC surveillance

tower at Chabahar port

Red Cross workers wearing personal protective equipment (PPE) walk in a
formation as they disinfect the house of an unidentified man who died of Ebola.

Uganda school bus crash
kills 20 children, 1 adult

Trump accuses China of
2020 election interference,

contradicting US intel

Iran says it hit U.S.
command center in Syria
as Hormuz fight escalatesIranians suffer new

uncertainty and anxiety
as US steps up attacks

Landslide kills eight
in Chongqing, 34

still missing

Zelensky reports deaths
and injuries in Russian
drone, missile strikes

As life expectancy rises,
talks start on a UN treaty
to protect older persons

China says US will
restore Hong Kong’s
special trade status

Transport of dead bodies
within Congo risks further

Ebola spread, UN agency warns

Russia fines
anti war

politician as he
suffers medical

episode
Monitoring Desk

MO SCOW: A Rus sian
co urt fined  anti-war
politician Boris Nadezhdin
$13 o n Friday for
disp laying “ extremist
symbols”, delivering the
verd ict  moments after
paramedics performed a
cardiogram on him in court
for extreme high blood
pressure.

Nadezhdin—one of
the few po litic ians in
Russia openly criticising
President Vladimir Putin
and Moscow’s Ukraine
offensive—had tried to
sign up  fo r running in
tightly c ontro lled
parliamentary elections in
September.

The 63-year-o ld
faced the charges over a
2023 post he made linking
to a video featuring the late
opposition leader Alexei
Navalny, who is designated
an “extremist” in Russia.

Navalny d ied in
prison in 2024 b ut any
mention of him in Russia
is still deemed dangerous.

UN sanctions
armed groups’

leaders in
eastern Congo

Monitoring Desk
KINSHASA: The United
Nations Security Council
has imposed sanctions on
leaders of groups operating
in eastern Congo including
Rwand an-backed  AFC/
M23 reb els and  the
Democratic Forces for the
Lib eration of  Rwanda
(F DLR), which fights
alongside the Congolese
army.

The co nflic t in
eastern Congo is rooted in
the fallout from
neighbouring Rwanda’s
1994 genocide.

Fighting in eastern
Congo last year when the
AFC/M23 rebel gro up,
which the United Nations
and Western governments
say is backed by Rwanda,
seized large swathes of
eastern Congo.

Rwanda denies
backing the rebels.

The U.N. Sec urity
Council said  on Thursday.

Indian regulator
warns of ‘boss
scam’, a cyber
fraud targeting
top executives

Monitoring Desk
MUMBAI: Indian
markets regulator on Friday
issued a warning against a
fraud involving
impersonation of CEOs
and senior executives of
co mp anies  to trick
employees into
transferring funds.

The S ecurities and
Exchange Board of India
(SEBI), while referring to
this as ‘boss scam’, said the
warning was being issued
after it received
information Indian Cyber
Crime Coordination Centre
of rising instances. The
regulator said fraudsters
are targeting finance
exec utives and  o ther
employees through email,
WhatsApp , Mic ro so ft
Teams and social media
platforms while posing as
CEO s or  other senior
executives. The scammers
then instruc t vic tims
transfer funds to accounts.

Danish police
officer and

2 others shot
Monitoring Desk

COPENHAGEN: A
Danish police officer and
two  other p eople were
shot Friday, including the
susp ected perpetrato r,
authorities said.

The shoo ting
occurred in Nørresundby,
in the North Jutland region
in northern Denmark.

 T he injuries  were
serious, Søren Pejtersen, a
sp okes perso n for the
North Jutland police, said
in a statement posted to
Facebook.

Po lic e rec eived  a
repo rt of a fire in an
industrial area of
Nørresundby at 1:39 p.m.
(1139 GMT) and rushed to
the s cene,  Danish
broadcaster DR reported.

Monitoring Desk
NEW YO RK: US
President Donald Trump
declassified documents on
Thursday that he asserted
showed Chinese
interferenc e in US
elections, reviving his long-
running attacks on election
security des pite a US
intelligence assessment
that found no evidence
Beijing affected  the 2020
vote that he lost.

The 25-minute
prime-time add ress
unders co red  Trump ’s
effort  to make election
security a central political
issue ahead of November’s
midterm elections, when
his fellow Republicans will
be defending their slender
congressional majorities.

Trump his remarks to
again press Republicans in
Co ngres s to pass
legislation imposing new
voter identification and
citizenship requirements,
desp ite longstanding
findings that voter fraud in
US elections is rare. The
bill has stalled in the Senate
amid fierce Democratic

opposition.
Trump s aid  the

declassified material would
reveal “s hoc king
vulnerabilit ies  in o ur
election infrastructure”.
But many ap peared to
show the opposite, or were
no t related to  the US
election infrastructure at
all.

The speech came at a
challenging po lit ical
moment for Trump and
Republicans,  with  his
approval rating weighed
down by the unpopular
Iran war and high energy
prices.  T rump briefly
mentioned the war  at the
outset, saying the US was
“winning big,” while listing
a series of do mestic
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s ,
including tax cuts and his
immigration crackdown,
before turning to election
security.

The president said he
was declassifying sensitive
information that showed
China had illicitly  acquired
220 million US voter files,
including names,
addresses, and other data.

Monitoring Desk
WASHING TON: US
Central Command
(CENTCOM) said on X
that US forces destroyed a
surveillance tower at Iran’s
Shahid Kalantari Port in
Chab ahar on July 16,
describing it as part of a
maritime surveillance
network used by the
Is lamic  Revo lutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC) along
Iran’s  Gulf o f Oman
coastline.

Ac co rd ing to
CENT COM,  the
surveillance network had
been used for decades by
the IRGC to  monitor
co mmerc ial ves sels
transiting the Strait of
Hormuz. The US military
claimed the strike would
degrade the IRGC’s ability
to coordinate attacks on
civilian merchant ships.

CENTCOM further
said the operation was
intend ed  to  p ro tect
freedom of navigation in

regional waters , while
maintaining what it
described as the ongoing
US naval blockade against
Iran. Separately, the US
military has denied Iran’s
claims  of killing US
soldiers in Syria, according
to a CENTCOM post on
X.

Iran said it had killed
US troops stationed at a
base in al-Tanf on the
Syria-Jordan border. Syria
said there’s been no Iranian
attacks on the US base
which US forces left in
February.

I s l a m i c
Revo lutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) Aerospace
Force Commander Seyed
Majid Mousavi said on
Friday that the Iranian
attacks will continue “until
calm returns to  the
southern coastline and the
Strait of Ho rmuz”, Al
Jazeera reported.

“In the system of
calculations , the entire

territory of Iran — from
Tehran to the south — is
one and the same. Effective
and targeted strikes from
acro ss Iran against  the
enemy will continue until
calm returns to  the
southern coastline and the
Strait of Hormuz,” he said
in a statement carried by
Iranian state TV.

Iran’s  Road
Maintenance and
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n
Organisation said all major
roads across the country
remain open and traffic has
resumed on sections
damaged in overnight US
strikes, according to Press
TV. In a statement on X,
the organisation said road
maintenance teams restored
traffic on affected routes,
including several bridges in
southern Iran, within 12
hours of the attacks.

It  added that
temporary bypasses had
been constructed around
damaged sections.

Monitoring Desk
UGANDA: schoolchildren
have been killed after the
bus carrying them crashed
on the way back from an
educational field trip in
eastern Uganda, authorities
said.

Uganda suspended
school outings on Friday
after the crash, which also
killed  o ne ad ult on
Thursday night.

Three other adults
and more than a dozen
children were also injured,
officials said.

The bus belonging to
the King David  Junior
School was returning to the
capital, Kampala, after a
trip to Sipi Falls when the
ac cident oc curred , the
Uganda Police Force said
on X. The crash took place
near Chekwatit village in
Kapchorwa district, police
added.

P r e l i m i n a r y

investigations suggested
the driver lost control, and
the bus veered off the road
and turned after hitting a
large stone, police said.

Ugandan Minister of
Local Government Balaam
Barugahara Ateenyi said on
X that more than 28
children were being treated
in hospitals, nine of them
in critical condition.

Officials have not yet
released the names or ages
of the children killed. The
adult who died is believed
to be the school’s founder
and head.

Residents arrived
before official rescue teams
and began carrying victims
away from the wreckage,
ac co rd ing to foo tage
released by the Uganda Red
Cros s So ciety. So me
survivors were brought to
ho sp itals  in p ick-up
trucks. The village where
po lice said the c rash

oc curred is  near the
Ugand a-Kenya bo rder,
some 300km (186 miles)
from Kampala.

The government
announced a suspension of
“all sc ho ol trips  and
excursions, effec tive
immediately and until
further notice”.

Uganda experiences
frequent deadly crashes. Its
roads are among the most
dangerous in a region with
the world’s worst safety
record. Crashes are often
linked to speeding, poorly
maintained vehicles and
bad road conditions.

Earlier  this month
alone, 14 peop le were
killed when a bus and truck
collided in a remote area of
northern Uganda.

In October, 46 people
were killed when several
vehicles , including two
buses , c ollided o n the
Kapala-Gulu highway.

Monitoring Desk
BEIJING: Eight people
were killed and 34 others
are still mis sing after a
landslide in a county in
southwestern Chinese city
of Chongqing on Friday,
local government officials
told a press conference.

In a late Friday
direc tive,  President Xi
Jinping ordered search and
rescue  operations to be
carried out for the missing
and c alled  fo r an
investigation into the cause
of the landslide.

P r e l i m i n a r y
verification indicated that
a Pengs hui co unty
co mmunity wo rker
spotted scattered falling
rocks around 8 a.m. local
time (0000 GMT) issued
an emergency warning.

Authorities ordered

an evacuation of more than
60 residents , but the
landslide occurred during
the evacuation at 9:08 a.m.

The landslide has
caused multiple residential
buildings  do wnhill to
collapse, prompting the
evacuation of more than
1,000 res idents from
nearby areas. As of Friday
afternoon, 10  people had
been injured, including two
who were  s erious ly
injured  and  two in
co nd ition, loc al
government told the press
briefing.

Aerial footage from
CCTV showed rock and
debris falling on a cluster
of riverside res idential
buildings, while people
could be seen fleeing with
a thick p lume of dust
billowing behind them.

Monitoring Desk
A new wave of US attacks
on Iran has  p lunged
Iranians back into deep
uncertainty and anxiety
after a period of relative
calm while a s haky
ceasefire held.

Iranians contacted by
Reuters via an encrypted
mess aging app   said
economic problems were
mounting and they were
consumed by worries over
what will happen next.

Sharing a photograph
of her weekly gro cery
shopping, Somayeh, 40, a
photographer in , said the
pre-war prices had almost
do ub led . “T he mo st
important thing overall in
the middle of the war is the
economy. Every day our
situation is worse and more
difficult,” she said.

“The thing that’s the
most stressful is the back
and forth: one day it’s war,
the next it’s peace. We
don’t know what’s actually
going to happen. We can’t
even make plans for two

days in the future.”
Like everyone else

interviewed by Reuters,
she spoke on  condition of
partial ano nymity,
declining to let her full
name be used and citing
fears of go vernment
reprisals.

Amir, a 30-year-old
so ftware engineer in
Sanandaj in the western
Kurdistan province,  said
he had married  shortly
before the war began with
US -Israeli attacks on
February 28.

He had been worrying
about how to provide for
his family and struggling to
find work s inc e Iran’s
lead ers c ut internet
co nnec tivity during
protes ts against  the
authorities in January.

“Within a month or
so when the internet was
reco nnected , the war
began. The internet was cut
off again, businesses were
again severely impacted,
there was a lot of trouble
in my industry,” said Amir.

Monitoring Desk
TEHR AN:  Iran early
Friday said it struck a U.S.
sp ec ial o perations
co mmand  center in
so utheas tern Syria,
escalating the war over the
Strait of Hormuz, as the
United S tates attacked
bridges and other urban
infrastructure in Iran.

The Is lamic
Revo lutionary Guard
Corps described the strike
in a s tatement as  a
“s urp rise attac k”
conducted in retaliation for
the seven soldiers killed
early Wednesday in a U.S.
attack on Bampur, near
Iranshahr in southeastern
Iran. The elite military unit
claimed to have destroyed
a U.S. radar system and
several special-operations
helicopters. It claimed to
have killed  “a large
number” of Americans.

State-run med ia
reported Iran also attacked
U.S. bases and assets in

Kuwait and Bahrain in
retaliation for the U.S.
attacks  ho urs earlier.
Islamic Republic of Iran
Broadcasting claimed the
United States destroyed
five bridges around Bandar
Abbas near the Strait of
Hormuz.

U. S.  Central
Co mmand said it had
completed a “major wave”
of attacks on Iran at 9:40
p.m. EDT Thursday. It said
it hit dozens of Iranian
military targets, including
coastal surveillance and air
defense s ites,  military
logistics infrastructure and
maritime capabilities.

Though CENTCOM
made no mention of civilian
infrastructure, President
Do nald  Trump on
Tuesday warned that the
U.S.  military would be
ramping up its  at tac ks
thro ugh the week and
wo uld includ e c ivilian
targets , but exp lic itly
stating.

Monitoring Desk
KYIV: Several people have
been killed and injured in
Russ ian drone and missile
strikes acro ss Ukraine,
Pres ident Volod ymyr
Zelensky said on Friday.

“In Odesa,  two
people were killed as a
result of Russ ia’s
overnight missile strike on
a res idential b uild ing,”
Zelensky posted on the
social media platform X.
Five others were injured.

Two people were also
killed and five more injured
in an airs trike on the
Zaporizhzhya region in the
south, he said.

In total,  Russ ia
deployed more than 130

drones and eight missiles
overnight, Zelensky said.

Russ ia used 15 glide
bombs on the Sumy region
in the north-east, leaving
one pers on injured.
Residential buildings and
other civilian infrastructure
were damaged, he said.

Meanwhile, the head
of Ukraine’s drone forces,
Robert Brovdi, reported
strikes  on a further 12
Russ ian ships in the Black
Sea. Nine cargo vessels, a
tanker, a gas transp ort
ship and a tugboat were hit,
he said. The total number
of ships attacked since
July 6 has risen to 159 - in
the Black Sea and  the
connected Sea of Azov.

Monitoring Desk
GENEVA: A United
Nations meeting this week
heard calls for an end to
ageism and  better
protection against what
campaigners say are hidden
ab uses as nego tiations
began on a treaty to
strengthen the rights of
older persons.

The week of talks in
Geneva which ended on
Friday were initiated and
by Argentina in efforts to
co mbat exc lus ion,
discrimination and neglect
as life expectancy rises.
The U.N. projects that the
number of people over 65
will  double in the next 50
years to become a fifth of
the world’s population.

“Our objective is not
just to address the needs
of the present, but also to
prepare a system that can
meet the needs  of the
future,” said Carlos Mario

Fo radori,  Argentina’s
ambassador to the U.N. in
Geneva. “This goal is to
build an instrument that
strengthens the dignity,
protection, and the rights
of millions  of perso ns
globally.”

Brazil, Slovenia, the
Philippines and Gambia are
the pro po sed  treaty’s
other main backers , and
Chile and S outh Africa
were among countries that
vo iced suppo rt  in the
week-long talks.

Negotiators are set to
meet again in Geneva in
October and it is not clear
ho w long negotiat ions
might last. It can take years
for suc h treaties to  be
agreed on.

Although there are
alread y human rights
treaties  that have no n-
disc rimination claus es
based on race and gender,
none exist for age.

Monitoring Desk
BEIJING: The United
States  is set to restore
Ho ng Kong’s  s pecial
trading status, revoked in
a 2020 order b y U. S.
President Donald Trump
in resp ons e to ’s
imposition of a national
security law in the financial
hub, China said on .

The year-long
exec utive order,
implemented on July 14,
2020 during Trump’s first
term, has been extended
each year. China’s
commerce ministry  said
Washington had confirmed
it would not extend it after
the renewal date passed
this  week. The White
House did not immediately
respond to a request for
comment.

Ho ng Ko ng had
benefited from a special

economic and trade status
with the United States that
was separate from U.S.
dealings with China. This
status was based on the
principle that Hong Kong
remained  a separate
customs  territory and
maintained a high degree of
autonomy after its 1997
handover from Britain to
China.

The reported decision
to let the order lapse would
mark a significant reversal
and comes after recent
trad e talks  b etween
Washington and Beijing
that also produced tariff
reductions. It could restore
Hong Kong’s preferential
treatment o n expo rt
controls and other trade
measures that  have  been
aligned with those applied
to mainland China since
2020.

Monitoring Desk
GENEVA: The transport
of Ebola victims’ bodies
between different areas of
the Democratic Republic
of Congo , o ften for
funerals in their ho me
communities, risks further
spreading the virus, the
U.N. migration agency said
on Friday.

Mo re than 2,000
Ebola cases and 700 have
been recorded in Congo and
neighbouring Uganda as of
July 14, and around two-
thirds  of the deaths
occurred outside clinics or
hospitals, the International
Organization for Migration
said, making it harder to
control burials.

The often fatal viral

disease spreads through
direct contact with bodily
fluids from infected people
or animals, and causes
symptoms that can include
high fever, vomiting and
internal and  external
bleeding. This particular
epidemic is caused by the
Bundibugyo strain of the
virus.

Ebola remains highly
infectious death, making
funeral practices a critical
component of outbreak
control. “If we don’t really
manage the dead bodies
well, if we don’t engage the
co mmunity .. . then it
means there will be more
sp read within the
community,” said Andrew
Mbala from IOM.



Chief Editor: Syed Farooq Shah printed at Independent Printers Quarry Road Quetta and Published from flat No. 315 Universal Complex M.A. Jinnah Road Quetta Ph.0812092472 Fax: 2842941, Cell No. 0331-8383955   E-mail:newsdailyind@gmail.com,dailyindisb@gmail.com

Saturday  July  18,  2026Daily Independent, Quetta

MIRPUR, AJK: Federal Minister for Kashmir Affairs, Gilgit Baltistan and
SAFRON Engr Amir Muqam along with PML-N AJK leaders responding to the
public gathering during election campaign in Mirpur, Azad Jammu & Kashmir.

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of students from foreign universities, working
as interns under the “Uraan Overseas Pakistan Summer Scholars
Programme” called on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

ISLAMABAD: On directions of Prime Minister,
Federal Minister for Planning and Special Initia-
tives Prof Ahsan Iqbal presided 3rd meeting of
Emergency Response Committee at NDMA HQs.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan, as chief
guest, joining the Ambassador of Egypt and other distinguished guests in
cutting the cake at a reception celebrating the National Day of the Arab
Republic of Egypt.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Religious Affairs, Sardar Muhammad
Yousuf presides over the high level meeting of Religious scholars and Ulema.

Anjuman-e-Tajran Balochistan Central President
Abdul Rahim Kakar leads market inspection amid
Ziarat sit-in committee’s shutter down strike in Quetta.

GoB proposes
increase in

compensation
package for

police martyrs
Independent Report

QUETTA: T he
Balochistan government
has decided to enhance the
financial assistance package
for the families of police
martyrs by proposing an
increase in compensation
and cash payments in lieu
of residential plots or land.
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti has sought a sum-
mary for formal approval.

Ac cord ing to
Balochistan Chief
Minister’s Adviser on In-
formation and Political Af-
fairs Shahid Rind, the pro-
posed revision recommends
increasing compensation
for the families of police
martyrs in BPS-1 to BPS-
16, including constables,
head constables, assistant
sub-inspectors, s ub-in-
spectors and inspectors,
fro m Rs 100 million to
Rs125 million (from Rs1
crore to Rs1.25 crore). The
proposal also recommends
raising the cash payment in
lieu of plots or land for
BPS-1 to BPS-8 personnel
from Rs1.1 million to Rs2.5
million.

Shahid  Rind said
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti believes that police
personnel who sacrificed
their lives in the fight against
terrorism are national he-
roes, and ensuring the wel-
fare and financial security
of their families remains one
of the government’s high-
est priorities.

Historic Kohla
Phatak chowk

in Quetta
renamed

‘Shuhada-e-
Ziarat Chowk’

Independent Report
QUETTA: T he
Balochistan government
has renamed Quetta’s his-
toric Kohla Phatak Chowk
as  “Shuhad a-e-Ziarat
Chowk” to honor police
personnel who embraced
martyrdom while fighting
terrorists in Ziarat.

Chief Minister’s Ad-
viser on Information and
Political Affairs  Shahid
Rind said the Metropolitan
Corporation Quetta has is-
sued the official notification,
and the decision has taken
immediate effect.

He said the martyrs
made supreme sacrifices to
protect peace, public safety
and stability in
Balochistan. Shahid Rind
added that under the lead-
ership of Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti, the pro-
vincial government is tak-
ing practical steps to pre-
serve the legacy of the
martyrs and ensure that fu-
ture generations remember
their courage and dedica-
tion.

NCCIA summons
PkMAP Leader

Kabir in anti-state
propaganda inquiry
QUETTA (UNA): T he
National Cyber Crime Inves-
tigation Agency (NCCIA)
has issued a notice summon-
ing Pakhtunkhwa Milli
Awami Party (PkMAP)
leader Kabir Afghan in con-
nection with an inquiry
concerning alleged anti-state
propaganda. According to
an official notice issued by
the Cyber Crime Reporting
Centre Quetta, Inquiry No.
541/2026 is  being con-
ducted to examine allega-
tions relating to anti-state
propaganda. The notice di-
rects Kabir Afghan, a resi-
dent of Pas htoo nabad,
Quetta, to appear in per-
son before the Cyber Crime
Reporting Centre on July
17, 2026, at 11:30am to
record his statement. The
notice states that the pro-
ceedings will take place at
the NCCIA Cyber Crime
Reporting Centre situated
on Mecongi Road.

12th meeting of SCO
Member States’ Border

Services Heads held

Implementing modern
policing key for provision
of relief to citizens: IGP

CM Bugti hails womens’
entrepreneurship program for

boosting economic empowerment
Greets 500 women on completing

Balochistan Women Entrepreneurship
Development Program

AJK former
PM Sardar

Tanveer Ilyas’s
convoy comes
under attack

RAWALAKOT (INP ):
Former prime minister of
Azad Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK) Sard ar Tanveer
Ilyas’s convoy came under
attack on Friday. Accord-
ing to his spokesman Raja
Qamar Zaman, unknown
attackers opened fire and
threw stones at the convoy.
Security guard Muhammad
Asif was hit by bullets and
died from his injuries. Raja
Qamar Zaman said Sardar
Tanveer Ilyas was heading
from Islamabad to Rawalakot
on a two-day visit for an elec-
tion campaign. The convoy
of the Istihkam Pakistan Party
was attacked near Rawalakot
by miscreants from banned
Joint Awami Action Com-
mittee (JAAC).

Ex-Afghan army chief says:

Taliban utilizing Indian funds
for cross-border terrorism

against Pakistan

PM urges URAAN Program
participants to contribute to
Pak development, prosperity

Ulema, Mashaikh announce
support for gov efforts on

peace, national security

QUET TA (AP P): Chief
Minister (CM)
Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz
Bugti, congratulated 500
women on completing the
first p hase of the
Balochistan Women Entre-
preneurship Development
Program, calling it a land-
mark initiative for the eco-
nomic empowerment of
women in the province.

In a message shared on
social media, CM Bugti
said that empo wering
women economically was
among the government’s
top priorities. He high-
lighted that under this pro-
gram, women from various
districts received compre-
hensive training in modern
business skills, marketing,
business planning, and digi-
tal tools, enabling them to
pursue self-employment
and contribute meaning-
fully to the provincial and
national economy.

Sarfraz Bugti, empha-
sized that such training

wo uld not only help
women achieve self-suffi-
ciency but also strengthen
their role in driving sustain-
able development. He reaf-
firmed the government’s
commitment to expanding
the scope of similar initia-
tives to create more oppor-
tunities for women in skills
development, entrep re-
neurship, and employment.

The Chief Minister,
extended congratulations to
Dr. Rubaba Khan Buledi,
Advisor to the Women De-
velopment Department,
and to all the institutions
and teams involved in orga-
nizing the program. He
praised their efforts as com-
mendable steps toward the
empowerment of women.

Sarfraz Bugti, ex-
pressed hope that these ini-
tiatives would play a vital
role in promoting economic
independence, business
growth, and lasting pros-
perity for women across
Balochistan.

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
meeting of Ulema and
Mashaikh, chaired by Fed-
eral Minister for Religious
Affairs and Interfaith Har-
mony Sardar Muhammad
Yo usaf on Friday an-
nounced support for the
state’s positive steps aimed
at promoting peace, reli-
gious harmony, social sta-
bility and national security
in the country.

Addressing the meet-
ing, Sardar Muhammad
Yousaf said Pakistan gained
immense respect after the
“Marka-e-Haq” and that
the efforts of Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif and Field
Marshal Hafiz Syed Asim
Munir for estab lishing
peace were appreciated
around the world.

He said India’s false
propaganda was defeated.

The minister said the
Pakistani armed forces
were presenting testimonies
in defence of the country
and that the gathering of
Ulema was held to ac-
knowledge their sacrifices.

He added that the
Ulema had always re-

mained at the forefront in
protecting the ideological
borders of the Islamic Re-
public of Pakistan.

The meeting resolved
to continue full cooperation
with the Government of Pa-
kistan in every positive ini-
tiative and reaffirmed com-
mitment to the supremacy
of the Constitution and the
stability of state institu-
tions. The participants ap-
preciated the efforts of the
Pakistani armed forces for
peace, stability and na-
tional unity and expressed
their unwavering support.

The Ulema and
Mashaikh also expressed
complete solidarity with
the government and secu-
rity forces against terrorism,
extremism and destructive
activities. They paid trib-
ute to the sacrifices of the
armed forces, law enforce-
ment agencies and security
forces for maintaining peace
and stability in Pakistan.

According to the dec-
laration, the entire Paki-
stani nation is indebted to
the great sacrifices of the
martyrs and ghazis.

It stated that terror-
ism, extremism, sectarian-
ism and violence have no
place in Islam, describing
Islam as a religion of peace,
moderation, tolerance and
respect for human life.

The declaration said
every act that harms the
peace of the state, society
and the people is condem-
nable. The scholars ap-
pealed to religious leaders
of all schools of thought to
promote national unity and
religious harmony, saying
the national narrative
against terrorism would be
highlighted through ser-
mons, lessons and religious
gatherings. The declaration
also stressed the need for
joint academic, religious and
social efforts to protect the
younger generation from ex-
tremist ideologies, hateful
content and misleading pro-
paganda. The meeting was at-
tended by Dr. Sajjad Qamar,
Qari Mehboob-ur-Rehman,
Maulana Zulfiqar, Maulana
Abdul Qadir Sikandri,
Maulana Ayub Ansari,
Maulana Iqbal Abbasi,
Maulana Dr. Munir Ahmed.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Prime Minis ter
Muhammad S hehb az
Sharif on Friday urged par-
ticipants of the URAAN
Overseas Pakistan Summer
Scholars Program to utilize
their education, research,
and global experience for
the country’s development
and prosperity.

The prime minister
met with the scholars here.
The participants are cur-
rently undergoing a six-
week internship under the
Ministry of Planning, De-
velopment, and Special Ini-

tiatives to research issues
facing Pakistan

The prime minister
welcomed the Pakistani
students studying in lead-
ing universities  of the
world to avail internships
in the country, and under-
lined that the youth plays
a key role in national devel-
opment as they are bring-
ing laurels to the country
all over the world.

The prime minister
briefed the scholars on the
go vernment’s refo rm
agenda and responded to
their questions. “In the

past, when the country was
on the verge of default,
eco nomic  stability was
achieved through emer-
ge nc y  ec o n o mic  r e-
forms.

The comprehensive
reforms include digitization
of the FBR and increasing
revenue, ease of doing busi-
ness, increasing productiv-
ity, development of the ag-
ricultural sector, empow-
erment of youth, promo-
tion of renewable energy
and sustainable economic
development reforms,” he
said.

Pakistan, Saudi Arabia enjoy
strong brotherly ties built on
faith, mutual trust: Syedaal

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Deputy Chairman of the
Senate, Syedaal Khan
Nasir, has said that the
brotherly relations between
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia
are built on a solid founda-
tion of faith, mutual trust,
and shared progress.

Addressing the Saudi
Company Formation and
Business Expansion Sum-
mit 2026, organized by Al
Raee Group in Islamabad,
he said Saudi Vision 2030
has opened new avenues for
global investment and pri-
vate sector growth, offer-
ing immense opportunities
for the Pakistani business
community. Congratulating
Al Raee Group and the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
on organizing the timely
summit, the Deputy Chair-
man Senate described the
event as a significant initia-
tive to strengthen economic
connectivity and add a new
dimension to bilateral trade

and investment.
He assured partici-

pants that the Senate of
Pakistan and the govern-
ment would continue to ex-
tend all possible support to
initiatives that pro mote
economic growth, employ-
ment, and technology
transfer. Speaking on the
occasion, Chairman of Al
Raee Group Bilal M. Zubair
welcomed the distinguished
guests and highlighted Saudi
Arabia’s business-friendly
policies. He said that under
Saudi Vision 2030, the King-
dom offers 100% foreign
ownership, simplified bank-
ing procedures, and has re-
moved the minimum capital
requirement for various busi-
ness activities, creating an
ideal corporate environment.
He explained that any Paki-
stani private limited company
or partnership firm that has been
operating for at least one year
can seamlessly expand into the
rapidly growing.

Farooq Sattar says

“Shocked and saddened”
by recent statement made by

JUI-F chief regarding martyrs

Danyal calls out
‘selective lectures’ for
Pak on minority rights

SC rules in favor of FBR,
rejects input tax adjustment
claim on construction materials

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Federal Parliamentary Sec-
retary for the Ministry of
Information and Broadcast-
ing, Danyal Chaudhry on
Friday called out “selective
lectures” directed at Paki-
stan regarding minority
rights during its GSP+ as-
sessment.

“Pakistan’s GSP+ as-
sessment has once again be-
come a platform for selec-
tive lectures on minority
rights,” the parliamentary
secretary stated in a post
on X, highlighting religious
tolerance and inter-faith
harmony in the country.

“Pakistan with a 97%
Muslim population has got
2,189 churches (1 per 1,206
Christians), 732 temples (1
per 5,669 Hindus) and 58

gurdwaras (1 p er 159
Sikhs),” he said, contrasting
this with the UK, which, he
noted, has one mosque for
every 2,249 Muslims.

In Pakistan, neither the
state nor society discrimi-
nated against religious mi-
norities, he added.

The parliamentary
secretary emphasized that
special measures were un-
dertaken by federal and
provincial governments for
the celebration of minority
religious occasions, along-
side the maintenance and
protection of their holy
places. He also questioned
the tolerance levels of other
nations, pointing to France,
where a hijab ban was im-
posed in 2004, a face veil
ban in 2011.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
The twelfth meeting of the
Heads of Border Services
of the Competent Authori-
ties of the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization
(SCO) Member States was
held here on Friday under
the chairmanship of Paki-
stan.

The meeting was at-
tended by the heads and
representatives of the bor-
der services of the compe-
tent authorities of the Re-
public of Belarus, the Re-
public of India, the Islamic
Republic of Iran, the Re-
public of Kazakhstan, the
People’s Republic of China,
the Kyrgyz Republic, the

Islamic Republic of Paki-
stan, the Russian Federa-
tion, the Repub lic of
Tajikistan, the Republic of
Uzbekistan, and the Execu-
tive Committee of the SCO
Regional Anti-Terrorist
Structure (RATS), a Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs
news release said.

The meeting was held
in a constructive and cor-
dial atmosphere, where the
participants exchanged in-
formation and assessments
regard ing the situation
along the international bor-
ders of the SCO Member
States, as well as trends and
forecasts relating to its de-
velopment.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Former Afghan Army Chief
Lieutenant General Sami
Sadat has validated
Pakistan’s long-standing
stance on cross-border ter-
rorism, revealing that the
Taliban use Indian financial
backing to sponsor militant
operations against Pakistan.

In a media interview,
General Sadat addressed
the specific financial nexus
driving this instability, stat-
ing, “And it is also true that
the Taliban have very close

relations with India, the
money they take here, and
then they give that money
to TTP and give it to
Balochistan to carry out
operations in Pakistan”.
The former commander as-
serted that the Taliban fa-
cilitate militant organiza-
tions while leveraging finan-
cial assistance for strategic
objectives. General Sadat
said that the current Afghan
authorities provide opera-
tional support to anti-Pa-
kistan militant groups.

KARACHI (INP): Senior
Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment-Pakistan (MQM-P)
leader Farooq Sattar on Fri-
day said he was “shocked
and saddened” by a recent
statement made by JUI-F
chief Maulana Fazlur
Rehman regarding the
country’s martyrs.

Speaking on a private
news channe he said he had
not expected such remarks
from the veteran politician.
“I was shocked and deeply
saddened b y Maulana
Fazlur  Rehman’s state-
ment. I did not expect such
a statement from him,”
Sattar said, adding that he
had urged the JUI-F chief

to review and correct his
remarks.

He said  personal,
party or group interests
could never take precedence
over the national interest.

“Previously, Maulana
Fazlur Rehman used to ad-
vise us. Today, we find our-
selves advising him,” he re-
marked.

S attar no ted that
MQM-P las t  held  its
organisational elections in
2021, and the p arty is
now approaching the five-
year deadline as the Elec-
tion Act requires political
parties  to hold internal
elections every four to five
years.

QUETTA (APP): Inspec-
tor General (IG) of Police
Balochistan Muhammad
Tahir on Friday said that
immediate relief could be
provided to the common
citizens by implementing
modern policing.

He said that the atmo-
sphere of security among
the public should be further
improved by strengthening
the positive image of the
police.

He expressed these
views while addressing the
introductory meeting of the
newly appointed Deputy
Superintendent of Police
directly from the
Balochistan Public Service
Commission at the Central
Police Office.

The IG Police said
that it is the responsibility
of the supervisory officers
to improve the performance
of the subordinate staff.

He directed that if the
officers  play their com-
manding role more effec-
tively, then justice would be
provided to a common citi-
zen in a timely manner and
their complaints would also
be redressed.

IG Police Balochistan
said that according to the
guidelines of smart and
community policing, all
available resources should
be utilized to provide qual-
ity services to the citizens
and eliminate crimes so that
the public’s trust in the po-
lice is further strengthened.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
The Supreme Court of Pa-
kistan has ruled that claims
for input tax adjustment on
co nstruction materials,
such as cement and steel
used in the construction of
factories or other immov-
able structures, are not ad-
missible under the Sales Tax
Act, 1990.

The court further em-
phasized that mandatory
legal requirements, particu-
larly those concerning bank-
ing channels and the de-
posit of tax into the national
exchequer, could not be
overlooked.

A three-member
bench, comprising Chief
Justice Yahya Afridi, Jus-

tice Irfan Saadat Khan, and
Justice Shakeel Ahmed, ac-
cepted the civil appeal (No.
939/2018) filed  by the
Commissioner Inland Rev-
enue. The court set aside
the decisions of the Sindh
High Court and the Appel-
late Tribunal Inland Rev-
enue (ATIR), effectively re-
storing the original order of
the tax department. The
judgment was reserved on
July 7, 2026.

The court declared
that the input tax adjust-
ment claim on cement and
steel filed by Bawany Sugar
Mills for the period of July
to December 2013 was in
violation of the law and rel-
evant SROs.

Governor Balochistan says:

Pakistan will continue to
raise Kashmir issue at
international forums

Kashmiri community enjoys respect in
Balochistan, reiterates commitment to

its social and educational welfare

Independent Report
QUETTA: Baloc histan
Governor Sheikh Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail on Fri-
day reaffirmed Pakistan’s
continued support for the
people of Jammu and Kash-
mir, stating that the coun-
try would persist in high-
lighting their right to self-
determination at every re-
sponsible international fo-
rum.

He expressed these
views while meeting a del-
egation of political workers
from Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (AJK) and promi-
nent members of the
Kashmiri community resid-
ing in Quetta. The delega-
tion was led by Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz

(PML-N) central leader and
Prime Minister’s  Youth
Programme focal person for
Balochistan, Chaudhry
Naeem Karim.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the governor said the
people of Azad Jammu and
Kashmir were regarded as
brothers and sisters, add-
ing that the Kashmiri
community enjoyed  re-
spect and goodwill among
the people of Balochistan.

He said the provincial
government was taking
practical measures to sup-
port the social and educa-
tional welfare of the
Kashmiri community and
remained committed to ad-
dressing issues affecting
their well-being.


